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~ Costs NBC $1 Per Day Per Set? 





Current estimates mention that it is costing NBC $1 a day per television 


set now in use in the New York area. 


schedules. 


This figure takes in cost of program 


Also expected that this cost will increase as the number of programs 


iricrease. 
ds placed at around 500. 


Number of sets now in use in the N. Y. metropolitan area 








N.Y. Fair's Midway Beefs Biz Is Bad, 
But Tourists Have Own Reasons Why 





‘They refuse to give a sucker a 
break.’ 

That, in a nutshell, is the major 
answer the out-of-towners have to 
the complaints of disappointing busi- 
néss on the midway at the New York 
World’s Fair. Questioned on the expo 
grounds and at hotels, the visitors 
reveal one thing—they are not the 
hicks the concessionaires would 
make of them. They resent the im- 
plication, too. 

Whether it’s radio, films or rapid 
transportation that has wised them 
up, the folks from back home are 
much less ready to part with their 
¢oin than they used to be. 

Not that they expect a sucker 
should be given an even break at a 
fair—they’ve been to too many of 
the county variety for that — but 
they want at least a minor break. 

There's the same cry from all the 
visitors. They've gone into one con- 
cession or maybe two.. And they’ve 
been disappointed. So they go to 
their hotels early and rest up to see 
more of the industrial exhibits the 
next day. And the next night they 
figure they'll take a squint at Broad- 

(Continued on page 55) 





New Sports Trend Into 
Wide-Open Spaces Being 
Furthered This Summer 


: Chicago, July 4. 

Flock of standard indoor winter 
sports, plus some new ones in which 
the masses have never before in- 
dulged on any large scale, are 
blossoming in the fresh air this sum- 
mer. Taking place throughout the 
country, veteran showmen view this 
trend to the open spaces only as a 
continuation of the post-war ten- 
dency by the public to take an ac- 
tive part in sports, instead of sitting 
On the sidelines as spectators. 

Most unusual of the cold weather 
exercisers to come out under the 
stars and floodlights are bowling and 
ping-pong. The open-air tenpin al- 
leys are making their debut in the 
midwest this year and meeting with 
such a splurge of coin it is expected 
they soon will be copied through- 
out the country. Ping-pong is mak- 
ing its outdoor preem on a com- 
mercial basis and likewise hitting 
heavy trade. 

Long familiar to co-eds and kids 
in summer camps, a new sport mak- 
ing its bow to the mobs this sum- 

(Continued on page 12) 








Home-Town Billing 


Lynchburg, Va., July 4. 

Two locals who made good in 
Hollywood are appearing here in 
films this week, but not under their 
screen monikers. 

Lynn Bari is billed as Peggy 
Fisher, and John Trent as Laverne 
Browne. Their former pals know 
them better that way. 





Starring Arlington Brugh 
Beatrice, Neb., July 4. 
This is Robert Taylor’s hometown. 
When Taylor pics play, he’s billed 
as Arlington Brugh, his r.n. 


JULY WILL TELL 
BWAY LEGIT 
BO. STORY 








With the passing of the Fourth, 
what may be the crucial period for 
Broadway in relation to the World’s 
Fair this summer may be discerned. 
Attendance trend after this week 
should decide whether there will be 
resumed engagements in legit spots. 
Of four planned relightings, “The 
American Way’ is the only one 
dated to restart at the Center, July 
17. Advertising of that event will 
not commence until next week. 

Business during June was heart- 
ening after the long slump that 
started at Easter and then dived 
during the Fair’s first four or five 
weeks. Despite more _ favorable 
weather to the outdoors, grosses con- 
tinue to be distinctly satisfactory, but 
managers who suspended their at- 
tractions want to be shown that the 
upturn is here for the balance of the 
summer, 

There is as yet no change in 
indications that the 1939-40 season 
will get a late start as earlier pre- 
dicted. Most producers are in New 
York watching for trends, but more 
particularly looking for scripts. -Few 
showmen are definite about the pro- 
ductions they will do, and only a few 
definite bookings have been made. 
Completion of the new agreement 
whereby Hollywood will again back 
Broadway shows may result in a 
September spurt. 





CALLED MIRACLE 
UF HARD TIME 


Federal Communication 
Commission’s Analysis of 
Figures for 1938 Empha- 
sizes That Broadcasting 
Industry Is America’s 
Greatest ‘Success Story’ of 
the Depression 








BREAK-DOWN 





Just as the radio industry is about 
to begin its 17th annual trade asso- 
ciation convention (in Atlantic City, 
July 10-13) figures based on official 
audits by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission provide a new 
close-up picture of the amazing suc- 
cess story of broadcasting which is 
easily the fiscal marvel of ‘hard 
times’, Bearing in mind that in 
1929, when Wall Street did its 
humpty-dumpty act, radio was not a 
decade old, that NBC had been 
started in 1926 and CBS in 1927, that 
it was all new and without prece- 
dent, and that America has had 10 
years of tough sledding since, the 
sheer success of the radio business is 
amazing. 

In terms of income and profit as 
related to plant and capital invest- 
ment the figures take on added shim- 
mer comparable to war-time takings 
by munitions-makers. And the out- 
look for the fall of 1939 is even bet- 
ter than the figures here reported. A 
total net profit for the broadcasters 
of $19,000,000 is the 1938 tally. 

The profit figure for the industry 
as a whole is offset by reports that 
240 stations ‘lost money.’ This loss 
was about $10,000 each or an aggre- 

(Continued on page 32) 


52 Pictures in Work, 
35 Being Readied, 
H’wood Plenty Busy 


Hollywood, July 4. 

With 52 pictures shooting and 35 
in preparation to go before the cam- 
eras, studios are hard put for 
enough technical help to keep their 
units rolling. All crafts are report- 
ing a heavy run on workers. 

Extras are also dipping into the | 








gravy and the Screen 
Guild reports the biggest June in 
five years. Over 


with no letup in sight. Film editors | 
report less than 3% of its 900 mem- 


ees have 700 working double shifts; | 
2,500 carpenters are on the job and. 
other crafts are similarly deluged | 
with work. | 

IATSE has been forced to put on | 


carry through July and part of Au- 





gust. 





00,000 PROFIT 


Sinaia + 





SAG Curbs Gifts by 


Extras to Execs, 


Directors; | Got a Horse and Saddle 





v, 


Picketing A La Mode 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

New uses for radio seem 
never-ending. 

Pickets at a manufacturing 
plant here take turns carrying 
one of those new portables to 
keep themselves amused, 

















Hollywood, July 4. 

The Screen Actors Guild plans to 
place a ban on presentation of gifts 
by extras to directors and other film 
executives, A resolution has been 
introduced in the SAG Council pro- 
viding for an amendment to the 
Guild by-laws prohibiting collection 
of funds by or from extras on stu- 
dio sets or location. Council is ex- 
pected to approve measure next 





| week and send it to SAG board of 
eg err for okay. 
Decision to offer resolution to stop 


UPSETS ANGLO 
FILM MARKET 


Threatening situation in central 
Europe, particularly its effect on dis- 
tribution in Great Britain if Eng- 
land goes to war, was discussed in 
detail by Hays office directors last 
Friday (30) when they met in an 
adjourned session of the regular 
quarterly meeting. After long dis- 
tance phone talks with London of- 
fice, film execs fear that the situa- 
tion already is regarded as more 
omnious than even last September. 

Will Hays also explained the setup 
whereby the film industry would 
send out Hollywood gossip on short- 
wave broadcasts over National and 
Columbia Broadcasting networks. 
Harry Buckley, chairman of the 
organization’s television committee 
(C. C. Moskowitz and Paul Rai- 
bourne, other two members), sup- 
plied an interim verbal report on 
progress made in surveying the tele- 
vision situation, especially as it af- 
fects the industry. 





old practice of collecting funds from 
extras, in order to buy gifts for 
members of company, was reached 
after a recent location incident when 
players were called upon to buy a 
horse and saddle for the director in 
charge of the company. While the 
director had no knowledge the fund 
was being raised, players complained 
they felt compelled to contribute. 

Council spent several hours dis- 
cussing move at its last meeting. It 
was pointed out that players were 
recently called upon to kick in with 
contributions to buy a $125 watch 
for another player, who was later 
suspended on a charge of acting as 
a runner. SAG tops take the posi- 
tion the extra is entitled to every 
protection, since the earnings of the 
majority are rather small and much 
of that must be spent to maintain a 
wardrobe, 

Threatened break in negotiations 
between SAG and Artists Managers 


(Continued on page 21) 


B’way May Again See 
A ‘Scandals,’ ‘Vanities,’ 
Follies’ at Same Time 








The progress being made on relief 
and security for the film business | 
also was reported on. A committee | 
consisting of George J. Schaefer, | 
Barney Balaban and J. H. Hazen, | 
named at the preceding directors’ | 
meeting, will continue to survey the 
situation. 


Screen Rights for Only 
10 Years, New Wrinkle 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Rights to ‘Captain Caution,’ the 
Kenneth Roberts best-seller sea story | 
of several years ago, have been ac- | 





leasing arrangement, Deal gives the 


ditional reported $20,000. 
Novel phase of the contract is that 


which they revert to the author. | 
Unless Roach renews his lease, even 
the prints of the pictures must be) 
destroyed at the end of the 10-year | 
term and Roberts may again dispose 


with the War of 1812, hence the 10- | 
year clause is important, 


With George White in rehearsal 
with a new ‘Scandals,’ Broadway 
will likely see the reappearance of 
another formerly prominent revue, 
Ear! Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ which is due 
in the fall. Carroll planed in from 
Hollywood Monday (3) and con- 
ferred with Lee Shubert on a house. 
There is a possibility, however, that 
Carroll's original theatre site will be 
made available. It is now known as 
the Casa Manana, so named by Billy 
Rose for his cabaret-theatre supper 
spot. It is now dark, business hav- 
ing dived when the World’s Fair 
opened, so Rose quit. 

Carroll is operating a somewhat 


Actors’ quired by Hal Roach on a unique similar cafe in Hollywood, which 


opened last Christmas, He proposes 


$350,000 was | studio a $5,000 option to take up the combining two editions of his nitery 
passed out for 32,000 jobs last month rights within six months for an ad- | shows as a new ‘Vanities,’ stating 


that productions, costumes and other 
equipment are adaptable to stage 


bers are unassigned; utility employ- the rights are for only 10 years, after _ useage. 


Flo Ziegfeld was the originator of 
costly revues, Carroll and White be- 
ing contenders for years. All three 
disappeared because of drooping 
business and too costly productions. 


extra help to handle the calls. Cur-/| of the story in any way he chooses. | The ‘Zie tfeld Follies’ is a listing for 
rent production boom is expected to | ‘Caution’ is a timeless yarn, dealing next season, under direction of the 


Shuberts, they having secured the 
title rights several years ago, 
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WORST OF THE BOXOFFICE SLUMP NOW 
OVER, SAY FILM THEATRE MANAGERS 





Lows in May and Early June Overcome by Bodine | 
Gait at the Wickets—Poor Product Had Some- 
thing (but Not All) to Do with It 





The worst of the boxoffice jitters | REPORT ODLUM COIN 


are over in the opinion of theatre 


operators who report that during the | IN GRAND NATIONAL 
past two weeks there has been a} 
sudden pull back from the low for | 
the year established during May and In a separate deal for new 
early June. Figures show that the financing, apart from a proposed 
level of grosses nationally is a little commitment with Felt & Co. Wall 
bit higher than it was last year from | st ynderwriting house which is to 
June 15 to July 1. Opinion is also fyrnish $950,000 in new money for 
expressed in theatre circles that the | Rqucational - Grand National Pic- 
business of exhibition is running | tyres, E. W. Hammons is reported to 
ahead of general business enter-| have secured a loan from Floyd Od- 
prises in the majority of the cities jum of Atlas Investing Co. Felt Co. 
and towns. has a 60-day call to raise an initial 

This in itself is gratifying, €s- $200,000 plus another $750,000, when, 
pecially in sections where other in- 9; and if stockholders of Education- 
dustries have been decidedly hard/aj-GN ratify the arrangement on 
hit of late, notably New England and | July 14. 
the Michigan territory. Another ex-| The Odlum group, which is said 
cuse for feeling less ill at ease is the tg be in contrcl of the Cosmocolor 
fact that film product the past two/Corp., is also said to be financing 
months has been so generally weak | Franklyn Warner’s Fine Arts lineup 
that it is a wonder the theatres ‘of 24 pictures to be made in the 
didn’t dip deeper than they did. | Cosmocolor process. 

June 5% Up Over May | Rumors in the financial district in- 

The June average for business | dicate that Odlum’s financing of Fine 
looks like it might run somewhere | Arts may also serve the purpose of 
around 5% over May, when all the | increasing Atlas’ sphere of influence 
figures are in, first run key grosses in GN affairs, since the latter is de- 
making it appear that this generally pending on Franklyn Warner deliv- 
would be the case for the whole| ering the new Cosmocolor product 








country. 

Last year business was dropping | 
rapidly during the spring and early 
summer months, going away under 
the figures that had been established 


prior to recession in 1937. By com-|his present contract, Warner has 
parison with last year, April, May | 
and June just past have been better | 


than for the corresponding pericd in 
1938, although this isn’t saying much 
in view of last year’s serious decline. 

Operators cannot account for the 
sudden pitch that grosses began tak- 
ing this spring, aside from _ the 
quality of the product available 
which, it is conceded, had something 
to do with it, though not entirely. 
It has been noted that pictures 
which, in May playdates, did poorly, 
have increased their grossing pace 
during the past three weeks. 

In New York and San Francisco, 
as well as in nearby towns from 
which the fairs have been drawing, 
the take at film ticket windows has 
been vitally affected, but theatre 
men refuse to blame everything on 
these two expositions. They predi- 
cate this view on the fact that cities 
distant from the fair also dropped 
seriously during May and a part of 
June. General business conditions 
and sectional slumps such as in De- 
troit have figured importantly, it is 
held. 

The south and southwest has 
maintained a pretty good grip on 
business right along this spring, 
while in New England grosses have 
been generally okay in view of the 
local business conditions. Most of 
the midwest, notably Iowa, has been 
very good, while the Nebraska ter- 
ritory has been only fair. New York 
state has been bad, together with the 
Michigan territory, the northwest, 
Ohio, and the Pittsburgh area. Far 
west has also been off considerably. 


DU PONT BUYING UP 





FLOCK OF PATHE STOCK 





Du Pont Film Mfg. Co. is continu- 
ing to acquire blocks of Pathe Film 
Corp. stock held by a relatively 
small number of individuals, in an 
effort to strengthen its position, be- 
fore offering a proposition to Pathe 
stockholders for control of the com- 
pany. Negotiations have been under 
way for the past 10 days with Pat 
Casey, holder of a substantial amount 
of Pathe stock, in an effort to acquire 
his holdings. 

Tentative Du Pont plan contem- 
plates exchange of one share of Du 
Pont de Nemours for each 11 shares 
of Pathe. While Kenneth Young, 
president of Pathe Film, is unoffi- 
cially reported to be favoring the ex- 
change, which will restore 3,500 
shares of Du Pont film stock now 
held by Pathe as its principal asset, 
Du Pont is desirous of acquiring up- 
wards of 295,000 Pathe shares in pri- 
vate transactions, before springing 
the swap plan, to ensure its success. 
Some 582,000 shares of Pathe stock 
are outstanding. 





for distribution. 

When the Warner-Cosmocolor deal 
was closed last week, the producer 
gave no indication that the color pic- 
tures would go through GN. Under 


only four additional Fine Arts pic- 
tures to deliver. 


M. P. Relief’s Revolving 
Fund of $75,-$100,000 


A plant to establish a revolving 
fund of $75,000 to $100,000 to take 
care of permanent relief cases in the 
film industry was disclosed by James 
Roosevelt at the annual membership 
meeting of the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund. Roosevelt stated he had al- 
ready discussed the proposal with 
Will Hays and several producers and 
that the reaction of all was favor- 
able. The funds would be supplied 








Baseball Muffs One 


With the N.Y. World’s Fair en- 
joying its biggest weekday gate, 
a number of Broadway picture 
houses doing bullishly on Mon- 
day (3), a day between a week- 
end and a July 4 holiday, there 
were only three big league 
games scheduled all over the 
country. With both the Giants 
and Brooklyn Dodgers in town, 
no baseball games in New York 
were scheduled for Monday, 
whereas double-headers  ob- 
tained both Sunday and yester- 
day (Tuesday). 

With a perfect weather setup 
on Monday, it again proves that 
the baseball magnates are the 
worst showmen in the world by 
adhering to the no-games-on- 
Monday policy, completely for- 
getting an advantageous pre- 
holiday period. 


INDIES’ SQUAWK' 
ON UPPED FILM 
COSTS 


Minneapolis, July 4. 

Twin City independent suburban 
exhibitors are plenty worried over 
current reports that distributors 
here, the same as elsewhere, plan to 
jack up film costs still higher to 
help make up for declines in down- 
town revenues, due to an alleged 
swing of much of the business to 
the neighborhood situations, where 
lower admissions, free parking and 
other advantages not enjoyed by 
loop patrons are the lure. 

These exhibitors have been insist- 
ing that film prices now are ‘far too 
high’ and ‘must come down’ if 
they’re to survive. The fact that 
most of the film companies are giv- 
ing them the absent treatment isn’t 
adding to their peace of mind. 
Neither are the tidings of current 
out-of-town new-season product 
deals involving price boosts, and a 

















by the major film companies. 

Jean Hersholt was relected presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund, along with vice-presidents Jo- 
seph M. Schenck, Joan Crawford and 
Ralph Block. : 

Ginger Rogers was elected to the 
new post of fourth v-p. 


SAILINGS 


July 25 (New York to London) 
Herbert J. Yates, Gene Autry (Man- 
hattan). 

July 19 (New York to London) 
Laurence Olivier (Queen Mary). 

July 8 (Vancouver to Tokyo) Leon 
Britton (Empress of Canada). 

July 6 (New York to Paris) Jean 
Gallia, Morgan Padelford, Gene Gi- 
raudoux (Ile de France). 

July 5 (New York to London) 
Paul Robeson, Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Becker, Movita (Queen Mary). 

July 5 (London to New York) Wil- 
liam Saroyan, Myrna Loy, Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr. Mary Pickford, 
Buddy Rogers, Louis Dreyfus (Nor- 
mandie). 

July 1 (New York to Paris) Vy- 
vyan Donner (Champlain). 

July 1 (New York to Genoa) Mr. 
and Mrs. Tyrone Power (Annabella), 
Maestri Pietro, Constantino Yon, H. 
R. Ekins, Mrs. Morton Downey 
(Rex). 

July 1 (New York to Havana) 
Pedro Saenz (Oriente). 

July 1 (New York to Bermuda) 
Dwight Deere Wiman (Queen of 
Bermuda). 

June 30 (New York to London) 
Mrs, Constance Robertson, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. W. Blees, Mr. and Mrs. James 
M. Skinner, Sr., Fanny E. Holtz- 
mann, Ralph Hanbury (Maureta- 
nia). 

June 30 (New York to Rio de Ja- 
niero) Bruno Chelj (Brazil). 

June 29 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Adolph Zukor (Matsonia). 


ARRIVALS 


Dr. Hans Kindler, Efrem Kurtz, 
Arnold Gabor, P. Henri, Flora Rob- 
son, Mrs. M. Cliff, Leopold Stokow- 
ski. 




















surprisingly large number of per- 
centage pictures at higher splits. 
While the Twin City independents 
have been crying loudly about their 
ill straits and the need for relief, 
there are no theatres for sale at 
anything like a reasonable price. 
Many interests and individuals wish 
to build new houses but are pre- 
vented from doing so, and instances 
of exhibitors going bankrupt are un- 
known, the film company branch 
managers here claimi. On the other 
hand, independent exhibitors de- 
cJare they’re willing to throw open 
their books to show they haven't 
been making any money the past 
year and their operations are con- 
tinuously growing more unprofitable. 


Hurley Held at Par 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Harold Hurley has signed a new 
one-year contract as executive pro- 
ducer at Paramount. 





Wednesday, July 5, 1939 
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World Tie of All Show Biz Authors 
Seen as Result of French-U.S. Accord 


TIME’S ‘RAMPARTS’ |, Werking agromhent between the 
| rama Is Ss ul . an 2 e rence 
FEATURE IN PROD. EAST oo ees eee ne maak 


| film and radio authorship as well. 


It may ultimately lead to a world 
show biz writer or- 








Approximately 10,000 feet of film | i t all 
already have been shot for ‘The | wo A a a 
Ramparts We Watch,’ the initial fea- | Ganizavions. ; 
ture that the ‘March of Time’ is pro- American-French dramatist agree- 
ducing in the east. Practically all| ment has not yet been formally rati- 


of this material was taken outdoors, | fied by the two groups. But it has 
mostly of military maneuvers. It| been okayed by the Guild council, 
represents only about 10% of the | and was to be approved late last 


tota] footage. Much of the remainder | Week by the board of the French 
will be location shots and work done | Organization (formally called Societe 
at the Eastern Service Studios, As-| 4¢s Auteurs et Compositeurs Dra- 
toria, L. I. matique). It will next be voted on 


Production will include nearly 
2,000 people, with eight to 10 name 
roles and some 40 other speaking 
parts. M. of T. claims that an en- 
tirely different technique from any 
before used in a feature picture is 
being employed. 

‘Ramparts,’ which will be turned 


$400,000, was adapted from Major 
George Fielding Elliot’s book. 
Picture will receive an advance 
buildup in Time and Life magazines. 
Louis de Rochemont, producer of ‘M. 
of T.,’ is officially listed as pro- 
ducer. RKO will release this fall. 





H’woed’s New Recruits 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Two strangers to Hollywood, Mau- 
reen O’Hara and Edmond O’Brien, 
get the romantic leads in RKO’s 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ which 
stars Charles Laughton. 

Miss O’Hara played in Laughton’s 
British picture, ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). 
O’Brien comes from the Broadway 
stage. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Dorethy Arnold. 
Constance Bennett. 
Edgar Bergen, 
Hugo Butler. Movita, 
John W. Considine,| Arthur Park. 
Jr, Frank Rowan. 
Sam Coslow, Dore Schary. 
Gloria Dickson, Bert Seeley. 


Howard Dietz, ~ : 
: George Sherman. 
Madge Evans. J. J. Shubert. 


Robert Gillh 

Martin a Herbert Stothart. 

Bill Herbert. Dorothy Thompson. 
Elihu Winer. 


Hope Manning. 
Herman Wobber, 


Sam Marx. 
N. Y. to L. A. 


Eddie Anderson. Wilfred Lawson. 
Howard Benedict, 1. £. Lopert. 
Louise Campbell Richard Madden. 
Earl Carroll. Herbert Marshall. 
Jed Harris, Horace MacMahon. 
Helen Hayes. Gilbert Miller, 


Murphy McHenry, 
Blake McVeagh, 
Milton Miller, 











Old pact expires in August. 


Will H. Hays. Stella Unger. 





Par Calling in $26,000,000 in 69, 
Bonds; WB Dittoes $6,000,000 6%ers 





Outstanding bonas of the 6% issue 
of $26,000,000 will be completely 
washed off the Par slate July 31, 
when the company calls for redemp- 
tion on that date of approximately 
$1,950,000, the balance of the deben- 
tures existing at present. 

On the redemption of the bonds 
bearing 6%, issued at the time of the 
Par reorganization, Par’s structure 
will then be made up only of pre- 
ferred and common stocks, with 
former being rapidly converted into 
common. 

Loans made by Paramount, last of 
$2,000,000 from Boston banks, have 
been negotiated at lower interest 
than 6% which the bonds bear for 





the purpose of calling in the debs, 
‘Warner Bros. last week started re- 





deeming approximately $6,000,000 
worth of its 6% bonds, according to 
schedule. Bonds were due in Sep- 
tember, but two months’ interest 
payments are saved by calling in the 


bonds now. 


The refunding completes the con- 
version of the full $29,400,000 issue of 
6% bands, about $19,400,000 worth al- 
ready having been exchanged for 
new 6% debentures due in 1948. 
Warners already had retired more 
than $4,000,000 of the old 6% liens 
during the past 18 months. Cash re- 
demption of the $6,000,000 was han- 
dle, through a bank loan at an 
average interest rate considerably 
below 6%. 

New 6% bonds now are being 
traded on the N. Y. stock exchange. 


out at a reputed cost of $300,000 to | 


_by the memberships of both. Pass- 
'age requires a 51% majority of Guild 
| votes and 90% of the French. Guild 
'aproval is figured almost certain; 
French society okay likely. 


Although the immediate object of 
| the agreement is to bring about 
reciprocal membership between the 
two bodies and thus effect a joint 
closed shop for the Guild and 
French society in both U. S. and 
French legit fields, the matter of 
film, radio and television writing is 
a primary element. Tieup is the 
first such foreign pact for either 
group. And while it is not yet for- 
mally in effect, both organizations 
are already cooperating on mutual 
authorship problems in the picture 
and ether fields as well as in legit. 


For instance, the French group 
has few regulations covering air 
scripting. As a consequence, radio 
authors in that country obtain much 
less_ satisfactory terms for their 
broadcasting material than do U. S. 
writers, even though the Radio 
Writers Guild (Dramatists Guild af- 
filiate) has no contract with the net- 
works or agencies. But since the 
RWG was formed and has become 
active, numerous advantages have 
been obtained for American scripters 
by negotiation’ on individual con- 
tracts; and in some cases general 
rules of practice are being observed. 


Henri Bernstein, French 
board member who recently re- 
turned to France to lay the working 
agreement before his organization, 
studied the situation in this country 
during his stay in New York. As @ 
result, the Frnch scripters are al- 
ready patterning their procedure on 
the tactics used by the RWG. Mat- 
ter of television is not of such im- 
mediate concern, but it is figured 
that with the inevitable growth of 
visio, that field of authorship is cer- 
tain to become a vital one, so the 
two organizations are laying the 
groundwork to deal with it. 

Films and Radio 

Realm of film authorship is of 
even less immediate concern than that 
of radio. But since the Dramatists 
and Radio Writers Guilds are af- 
filiated with the Screen Writers 
Guild (through their common parent, 
the Authors League of America), 
that phase of the situation must in- 
evitably tie in. Somewhat similar 
situation exists in France. 

It’s figured possible that the prob- 
lem of controlling the film writing 
situation in both countries may be 
met by handling the source of story 
material outside the picture indus- 
try. In other words, the screen 
writing field might be controlled by 
regulating the source of film ma- 
terial—that is, the stage, radio and 
books. 

Radio and books are beyond im- 
mediate control, but the anticipated 
agreement between the dramatist or- 
ganizations will take care of the 
legit situation at once. The Dram- 
atists Guild already regulates film 
buys of plays with its minimum 
basic agreement and it likewise con- 





(Continued on page 50) 
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~ Deliveries for "38-39 at a Glance 





MAXIMUM 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

444 Features 

80 Westerns 

4 Foreigns 


MINIMUM 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
404 Features 
60 Westerns 


DELIVERY 
370 Features 
64 Westerns 
11 Foreigns 


370 Features 
64 Westerns 


OVER OR UNDER 
—74 Features 
—16 Westerns 
+ 7 Foreigns 


—34 Features 
+ 4 Westerns 


4 Foreigns 11 Foreigns + 7 Foreigns 
SHORTS 
1-Reel 2-Reel 1-Reel 2-Reel 1-Reel 2-Reel 
579 122 468 116 —111 —6 
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Film Deliveries on 


38-39 Deals 


Average a Bit Ahead of Last Year 
Although Some Distribs Lag Plenty 





By ROY CHARTIER 

Based on the number of pictures 
that have been released to date this 
year, deliveries on the current (1938- 
39) product, both features and shorts, 
will total up better than normal 
when matched with promises made 
to accounts in the spring and sum- 
mer of 1938 when contracts were 
signed. While it is a little early to 
determine the exact position at 
which all the companies will wind 
up on '38-39 releases, indications are 
that the majority of the distribs will 
live up to commitments better than 
in most former seasons; some of 
them 100%. 

There are always a certain num- 
ber of carryovers and frequently a 
feature or two promised by a dis- 
trib on any given season may turn 
out a late straggler and not go on 
release until a new season is at hand, 
in September or October, though de- 
livered under the old year’s contract. 
The distributors have not yet been 
able to tell accounts exactly what 
deliveries there will be as the 1938- 
89 slate is washed up. This infor- 
mation usially is obtainable toward 
the end of July or around Aug. 1. 
New season with most companies be- 
gins Sept. 1. 

As things stand now, features and 
shorts yet to go do not comprise a 
high number. For the 1938-39 sea- 
60n now drawing toward the finish, 
the distributors promised a maxi- 
mum of 444 features, 80 westerns and 
four foreign-mades. They have de- 
livered 370 features, 64 westerns and 
11 foreigns against that maximum 
commitment. This leaves a deficit 
at present of 74 features and 16 
westerns, but an oversupply of seven 
foreigns. 

-Only 34 Behind Minimum 

The minimum commitment was 
404 features, 60 westerns and four 
foreigns. Based on deliveries so far 
against that minimum requirement 
under contracts; only 34 features are 
yet to come to create 100% delivery 
by all companies. In the minimum 
column, deliveries show that dis- 
tribs are over by four westerns and 
Seven foreign-mades. 

Shorts have been flowing at an un- 
usually surprising rate against com- 
mitments. The distributors prom- 
ised 579 one-reelers and have deliv- 
ered 468, leaving only 111 to go. In 
the two-reel division a total of 122 
Were sold, this including March of 
Time, and to date 116 is the total de- 
livered, leaving the very small num- 

r of six yet to come for complete 
fulfillment of contracts. (See box 
on this page). 

Taking the producing-distributing 
companies in alphabetical order, this 
is the way they stack up: 

; COLUMBIA 

This theatre-less distributor sold a 
maximum of 40 features, 16 westerns 
and one extra picture against a mini- 
mum of 30 features, eight westerns 
and one extra. It has delivered 30 
features, six westerns, two extras 
and one carryover from the prior 
(1937-38) season, thus already being 
Over its minimum requirements. 

GAUMONT-BRITISH 

Announcing a program last sum- 

mer of 22 features, distribution of 
(Continued on page 54) 








—_ 


Kanin Draws ‘Passport’ 


Hollywood, July 4. 


Garson Kanin’s next piloting job 
at RKO is ‘Passport to Life,’ with 
Cary Grant in the star spot. 

Director recently finished ‘Bache- 
lor Mother.’ 


Patterson OK'd 
By Court; RKO's 
Treasury Post 











The appointment of Richard C. 
Patterson, Jr., as chairman of the 
board of directors of RKO was ap- 
proved by Federal Judge William 
Bondy in N. Y. Friday (30), Bondy 
in passing on Patterson’s appoint- 
ment declared: 

‘The court is satisfied that the 
qualifications and affiliations of 
Richard C. Patterson, Jr., who has 
been proposed as a director of the 
debtor upon consummation of the 
plan of reorganization in place of 
Floyd B. Odlum, have fully been dis- 
closed, and that his appointment to 
such office is equitable, compatible 
with the interest of the creditors and 
stockholders, and consistent with 
public policy.’ 

The new RKO chairman was born 
in Omaha, Neb., in 1886, and was for- 
merly Assistant Secretary of Com- 
merce, a member of the monopoly 
committee, executive v.p. of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. and Commis- 
sioner of Correction of N. Y. City. 


Richardson’s Office 


Charles E. Richardson, former 
trustee of Paramount Pictures and 
now handling financial affairs of the 
reorganized RKO Corp., is slated to 
assume the post of treasurer of RKO. 
Election will take place as soon as 
the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
disposes of the several actions now 
pending which seek to upset legality 
of the reorganization. 

Post of treasurer is vacant at pres- 
ent, although there are three assis- 
tant treasurers, Gordon E. Young- 
man, O. R. McMahon and W. J. 
Kernan. 


CROMWELL DIRECTS 
RKO’S ‘LINCOLN’ PIC 


Hollywood, July 4. 
John Cromwell gets the directing 
chore on RKO’s film version of Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood’s stage play, ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,’ starring Ray- 
mond Massey. 
Shooting starts Aug. 1, with Max 








Gordon and Harry M. Goetz pro- | 


ducing. 





MAY RUSH OUT NEW FILMS 





PRE-F rages Tf Repercussions on Allied's Turndown 
Of the Code Continue; Merits of Plan 


OFFSET SHORTAGE 


Need for Films in Certain 
Sectors— Much Product 
Being Eaten Up—Summer 
Proved Strong Boxoffice 
in the Past 





N. Y. FAIR A FACTOR 





With a shortage of product becom- 
ing acute in some sections of the 





country, notably in highly competi- 
tive situations where a lot of pictures 
are eaten up steadily—and due to 
general conditions, suffering from 

shortened runs—a lot of pre-releases 

may become available the end of this 

month and during August. 


Exhibitors throughout the country 
are urging the distributors to give 
them 1939-40 pictures, if ready, as 
early as they possibly can so that 
the first run situation, at least, may 
be protected prior to the time, 
usually around Labor Day, when 
product goes on national release 
everywhere. 


In former years some of the dis- 
tribs have found that July and 
August releases have done terrific 
business, when of big caliber, in spite 
of the fact that this is the middle 
of summer and the level of grosses 
is at its lowest. Metro has been more 
willing than most companies to let 
go with big pictures during the hot 
weather, an outstanding example in 
recent years having been ‘San Fran- 
cisco’, Another midsummer release 
Metro gave the crying theatres was 
‘Saratoga’, two years ago. 


Most of the producer-distributors 
have some 1939-40 pictures com- 
pleted now and will have more by 
Aug. 1, notably Metro, Warner Bros., 
Paramount and 20th-Fox. This year 
also, the shortage may be more 
short-lived than ordinarily with 
some of the distribs starting their 
’39-40 season earlier. WB will prob- 
ably start rolling its pictures on gen- 
eral release around the middle of 
August, while 20th-Fox will start its 
new 1939-40 releasing schedule still 
earlier than that. 20th’s first ’39-’40 
picture will become available Aug. 4. 
Metro is also expected to roll its new 
season’s product earlier than usual. 
This very likely will mean some pre- 
releases toward the end of July from 
such companies. 


New York is figured a natural for 
pre-release bookings, due to the fact 
that the World’s Fair is in full swing 
and the peak of the tourist influx 
should be hit during July and 
August. 


How Certain Cos. Affect 


Present shortage affecting the 
theatres is caused not because there 
isn’t a fairly good flow of product 
from most majors—United Artists 
being the major exception — but 
largely because the quality of the 
pictures has been low. UA has had 
nothing since May 26, and won't sup- 
ply its accounts with a resumed flow 
of product until July 15. The ac- 
count depending on this company 
thus has suffered since the end of 
May, while if he is unlucky enough 
to have also bought the pictures of 
other majors whose product isn’t 
panning out well, the shortage in his 
case is very serious. 

With film getting weak during May 
and June, theatres have been forced 
to close or book in reissues in order 
to get by, playdates having been | 
shortened a lot due to the failure of 
boxoffice draught of what has been 
supplied. Where a picture formerly 
might go a week, during the past two 
months, many of them have lasted 
only three or four days. Similarly 
policies of split weeks and three 
changes weekly have been reduced, 
making it almost impossible to 
operate with what has been avail- 
able. 

Toying with the idea of releasing 
big pictures during the hot weather 
months, Warner Bros. is making a 
check of the country to determine 


(Continued on page 12) 


/rieux, goes to Sigrid Gurie. French 


Admitted; New 
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Pair Pass ‘Passage’ 





Hollywood, July 4. 

Robert Young gets the role orig- 
inally assigned to Robert Taylor in 
Metro’s ‘Northwest Passage,’ which 
goes into work this week at Payette 
Lake, Idaho. Another change in the 
original cast is Walter Brennan for 
Wallace Beery. 

Picture was ready to shoot last fall, 
but early snows in the Idaho moun- 
tains stopped work for the winter. 
Shift in dates caused the shifts in the 
cast. 


Schaefer's H. Q. 
At RKO Studio 
Starting Sept. 


Hollywood, July 4. 

George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, 
will set up permanent headquarters 
for himself and his staff at the com- 
pany’s studios here in September. 
Ned Depinet, distribution head, will 
be in charge of the New York head- 
quarters. 

Schaefer declared that he wants 
to be in closer touch with production 
and feels he can function more ad- 
vantageously at this end. 

RKO sends a pair of $2,000,000 pic- 
tures into work this week. ‘Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame’ rolls tomor- 
row (Wed.) and ‘Allegheny Frontier’ 
starts Friday (7). 

Charles Laughton stars in ‘Hunch- 
back’ and John Wayne shares top 
spots with Claire Trevor in ‘Alle- 
gheny.’ 


L. W. FOX’S $2,000,000 
BUDGET FOR ‘JACKSON’ 


Lawrence W. Fox, Jr., of General 
Films Co., Hollywood, is lining up 
a budget of $2,000,000 to produce 
Marquis James’ book, “The Life of 
Andrew Jackson.’ Fox is backed by 
William Fiske, Jr., Nicholas Luding- 
ton and Bill Rowan, Los Angeles 
capitalist. 

Fox, who paid $50,000 for film 
rights to the James book two weeks 
ago, has signed the author to a 10- 
week contract to adapt his work to 
the screen. James will leave for the 
Coast in October. He is the only 
writer to have won a Pulitzer prize 
twice. 

Deals are also on for John Ford 
to direct ‘Jackson,’ and for the loan 
of two stars, one of whom may be 
Gary Cooper. 


Darrieux Rolled Off 
Rio,” Gurie Moves In 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Top role in Universal's ‘Rio,’ orig- | 
inally intended for Danielle Dar- 




















star is still tied up with legal prob- 
lems in Paris. 

Picture rolls Saturday (8) with 
Basil Rathbone, Victor McLaglen, | 
Robert Cummings and Leo Carrillo 
in supporting roles. 





Lombard-Aherne Teamed 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Brian Aherne plays opposite 
Carole Lombard in ‘Vigil of the 
Night’ at RKO. nr 
Shooting starts July 20 with 





George Stevens producing and di- 
recting. 








Selling Continues 


Repercussions of Allied States’ 
turndown of the trade practice code 
are still the chief topic of conversa. 
tion among distributors and ex- 
hibitors. One angle is the feeling 
that things could be quickly adjusted 
between buyer and seller if it 
weren’t for the hindrance and tactics 
of legal advisers. 


Film attorneys are said to have the 
distributing companies thoroughly 
scared, and are said to have even 
been against letting the distributors 
sit down with exhibitors to discuss 
arbitration and other practices of 
clearance, allocation, etc., for fear 
that it might bo construed as a con- 
spiracy. 

Now the feeling is general that 
if the distributors can get some- 
thing acceptable to both sides, into 
the hands of exhibitors quickly, the 
situation might be salvaged as most 
exhibitors want and will take the 
code because they have needed some 
System of settling their disputes for 
a long time. If an unbiased system 
of arbitration and boards can be es- 
tablished, a great forward step will 
have been taken. 

Another thing that needs attention 
is for exhibitors to have the code, 
as far as it goes at the present time, 
explained and carefully analyzed for 
them. At Minneapolis, only the 
highlights were gone over. 

Speaking for the distributors, 
William F. Rodgers (Metro) stated 
last week, ‘In the main, most ex- 
hibitors and distributors have a 
kindly feeling toward one another. 
In a short time, we will have a pro- 
gram that will make all of us 
happy.’ 

Inqury among sales heads this 
past week developed that no usual 
holdup of product buying of next 
season’s lineup from all companies 
has been experienced, although not 
many big circuit deals have been 
closed since the windup of all dis- 
tributor conventions, 


Rodgers’ Peeve 
Regardless of affiliations, any 
exhib may participate in the trade 
practices code, says Rodgers, spokes- 
man for the distributors, He charges 


(Continued on page 45) 


—_—— 
— 


= 








vate 


ARIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY. Inc. 

Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th Street, New York City 





SUBSCRIPTION 
Annual..... $10 Foreign..... $11 
Single Copies ....... ooceses 25 Cents 





Vol 1s No. 4 
INDEX 


eeeeteer eeeeeeeree 53 








Chatter 














Dance Bands .....+++++..38-40 
15 Years Ago........ venus ae | 
Film Booking Chart...... 20 
Film Review....... éccee AS 
Film Showmanship........ 8 
House Reviews...........44-45 
Inside—Music ..... adects we 
Inside—Legit ........+s005 48 
Inside Pictures .......... é >see 
Inside Radio .......+. savtewr 27 
International ....cccsececses 12 
Legitimate ..... wodbea eed 3 47-51 
EAM Visca csesten sense 52 
eee oats ves backed 38-40 
New Acts..... Vadsceweccas,. ae 
Night Clubs .............41-42 
Obituary ..... $esadeeeeaes: Oe 
rrr rrr ie 
Pictures panes spss eeenanee 
PAG to sawed boveesseed 23-37 
Radio Reviews ..... cesten ae 
Radio—International.....  & 
Unit Review .......... Pr 
WOUGOVIINE ci cicccsocesecs 41-43 








| 








a ere 


an etenteimn  ae 





el mE 


REN EE Ss SNE a SRS RRR 


ee ee oe 








4 VARIETY 


PICTURES _ 








ALMOST A YEAR LATER, 9 DEFENDANTS 








CATEGORICALLY DENY U. S. CHARGES 


7 Majors, National Theatres and Chase Bank Finally 
File Answers—Replies Differ Whether Choice 
Film Product Is Necessary for Operation 





Nine corporate defendants in the | 
Government anti-trust section | 


mate and only market for product 
is the U. S. Paramount then entered 


against the major companies filed | a complete denial to two statements 


their answers to the suit Thursday | 
(29) in N. Y. federal court, almost a | 
year after the bill of complaint was | 
filed. The nine include Loew’s, Inc., | 
Paramount Pictures, Inc., Warner 
Bros, Pictures, Inc., RKO Radio Pic- | 
tures Corp., Universal Pictures Co., 
Inc., 20th Century-Fox Film Corp., 
National Theatres Corp., the Chase 
National Bank of N. Y., and Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum Corp., together with 
affiliated corporations, and officers 
and directors of these corporations. 
The answers, although prepared by 
separate firms of attorneys, are 
almost idcntical, in that they consti- 
tute a blanket denial of practically | 
all the charges of the Government. 
In fact, each film company starts its 
denial] with a stock phrase stating | 
that it denied it was violating, had 
violated, or intended to violate any 
section of the Sherman anti-trust 
act, as stated in the U. S. complaint. 
Complete denials of allegations of 
the complaint without further com- 
ment ran as high as 107 paragraphs. 











Some facts, commonly acceptable 


to those in the industry, are denied | 


by some of the defendants, and para- 
doxically admitted by others. 

An example is the case of Para- 
mount which denies the U. S. charge 
that without access to product of the 
majors, an exhibitor’s chance of suc- 
cessfully operating a theatre is 
small. Loew’s, on the other hand, 
admits that the chances of successful 
operation is small, without the prod- 
uct of one or more of the defendants. 

Paramount’s answer is perhaps the 
most typical. It is the longest, and 





covers most of the ground filed by 
the others. 

Par, filing through Simpson, 
Thatcher & Bartlett, denies 53 para- 
graphs of the complaint entirely. It 
objects to Government definitions of 
terms familiarly used in the indus- 
try, and substitutes its own mean- 
ings. Among these terms are ‘block 
of pictures’, ‘pre-release’, ‘road show’, 
and ‘repeat or subsequent run’. 

Paramount denies that a metro- 
politan first run house cannot 
operate successfully unless it has 
major product on fair and reason- 
able terms. The company also denies 
that an independent cannot produce 
the better type of picture, unless it 
has access to the first run market 
on an assured competitive basis. 

Continuing with its denials, Para- 
mount declares that the industry is 
not dominated by the defendants 
and their affiliated interests. They 
declare that the U. S. is wrong when 
it says that because of the ‘majors 
domination of first run theatres, an 
independent cannot secure first runs, 
except through sufferance on the 
part of a major.’ 


All Deny Block Booking, 
Forcing Shorts, Pfd. Dates 


Paramount denies that major com- 
panies exclude independents from 
first run markets, and also say that 
it is not true that regardless of the 
merit of a picture of a major, it is 
assured an outlet through the 
theatres. 

It is further denied that under a 
common plan, through franchises, 
agreements and monopolistic enter- 
prises, the majors split areas among 
themselves, to the exclusion of in- 
dependents, and corner the better 
high grade films for themselves. 

Paramount denies that along with 
the other majors, it places stars, con- 
tract players, directors and tech- 
nicians under contract, and loans 
them to each other, each company 
sharing in the profits, to the ex- 
clusion of independents. Along the 
same lines, the company declares 
that such pooling of personnel is 
not a violation of the anti-trust laws 
anyhow. 

Paramount, along with the other 
majors, entered a blanket denial to 
charges of extending benefits and 
favors to each other. Some of these 
were sharing advertising costs, op- 
tional contracts, contract modifica- 
tions, reduction in film rentals, 
overage, underage, cancellation of 
shorts, and move-overs. ‘ 

A denial is entered that the ulti- 


aman me 


by the Government, the first to the 
effect that free competition means 
a free and open market among buy- 
ers and sellers, in which the buyer 
does not control the seller, or the 
seller control the buyer. Secondly 
the film company denies that free 
competition demands the existence 
of free markets. 

Forty-two other statements of the 
Government are not answered at 
all, Paramount being content to de- 
clare that it has not sufficient 
knowledge of the facts to warrant 
an answer. These for the most part 
are statistical history of the indus- 
try, and setups of other major com- 
panies. Most of the other answers 
followed suit in this regard. 

Paramount continued by admitting 
that with the increasing salaries of 
stars and technicians, the rising 
costs of films were shunted on to 
the distributor and exhibitor. How- 
ever, the company flatly states that 
the eight named defendants do not 
constitute all the majors, and that 
there are others. The company then 
defines independent producer. It 
denies that 80% of the better prod- 
uct during a given season is pro- 
duced by the defendents. 

Paramount insists that indepen- 
dents make fine outstanding films, 
which meet with public approval. 

After a rejection of the U. S. 
definition of block booking, the com- 
pany says that Paramount’s sales 
force selis product to exhibitors 
whether or not they are affiliated. 

It is stated that ‘key city’ is not 
capable of an exact definition, and 
states that the Government defini- 
tion of affiliated and unaffiliated is 
not correct. 

More denials are entered as to 
Government statements that a first 
run regularly grosses the largest re- 
turns in a given area, or that the de- 
crease in the number of films pro- 
duced annually is pursuant to any 
agreement. Paramount vigorously 
denies that it has placed under con- 
tract a greater number of stars, fea- 
ture players, directors, or tech- 
nicians than it can use. 


Par Keynotes to Majors 
Bar Indies on Ist Runs 


Last of the denials by Paramount, 
and one equally vehemently stated 
by all others, is a denial of the 
charges listed in Paragraph 214 of 
the complaint, dealing with the 








harsh, onerous, and unfair trade 
practices imposed on independents 
by the majors. Here the company, 
together with the other majors, state 
that it is not guilty of block booking, 
forcing of shorts and newsreels, ar- 
bitrary designation of play dates, 
protection of affiliates, overbuying, 
discriminatory film rentals, prohibi- 
tion of double features, score 
charges, and minimum admission 
charges, 

A blanket statement at the end of 
the answer is made by all, denying 
domination and control of the pro- 
duction, distribution, or exhibition 
facilities, of the picture industry, 
and that ‘the market for exhibition 
is free, open, and untrampled.’ The 
petition of the Government ‘fails to 
state a cause of action against us,’ 
Paramount declares, and a dismissal 
with costs, and attorneys fees is de- 
manded. 

The Paramount answer was filed 
in behalf of Paramount Picture;3, 
Inc., Paramount Film Distributing 
Corp., Barney Balaban, Adolph 
Zukor, Neil F. Agnew, Y. Frank 
Freeman, John W. Hicks, Jr., Austin 
C. Keough, Walter B. Cokell, 
Stephen G. Callaghan, Duncan G. 
Harris, John D. Hertz, Harvey D. 
Gibson, A. Conger Goodyear, Ear] 
I. McClintock, Maurice Newton, 
Ernest V. Richards, Jr., Stanton L. 
Griffis, George L. Bagnall, Edwin 
L. Weis] and Norman Collyer. 

The Chase National Bank of N. Y. 
City, of all other defendants, is per- 
haps the least interested. The bank, 
in its answer, admits its ownership of 
58% of the stock of National The- 
atres Corp., but denies that National 
Theatres is a holding company for 





(Continued on page 22) 





Two Years on Pay, Dolly 
Haas Finally to Work 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Dolly Haas makes her American 
screen debut as a featured player in 
‘We Are Not Alone’, Paul Muni 
starrer at Warners. 

Miss Haas has been in Hollywood 
two years, under contract to Colum- 
bia and Ernst Lubitsch, without mak- 
ing a picture. 


WB Wms Particulars 
In Kuhn’s ‘Nazi’ Suit; 








Federal Judge Edward A. Conger 


| in N. Y. Friday (30) granted Warner 


Bros. Pictures, Inc., 16 out of 19 re- 
quests for particulars, in defense of 
the action of Fritz J. Kuhn, individu- 
ally, and as president of the German- 
American Bund, against them for 
$5,000,000, charging libel in ‘Confes- 
sions of a Nazi Spy.’ 

In granting practically all the ap- 
plications the judge declared: ‘I will 
use extreme liberality in granting 
this bill of particulars. This case 
must go to trial soon. This is an im- 
portant case and the American peo- 
ple are entitled to know the answer. 
This is a public matter.’ Then, turn- 
ing to Kuhn's attorney, the judge 
said: ‘When some things stay in a 
dark room they begin to smell. Let 
them out in the sunlight. If you are 
really good American citizens, as you 
claim, you will not have to conceal 
anything.’ 

Katherine Moog the same day filed 
a $75,000 action in federal court 
against Warners, charging libel in 
‘Nazi Spy.’ She asserts that the 
character of Erika Wolf in the pic- 
ture, as portrayed by Lya Lys, refers 
to her. The characterization was 
‘scandalous and defamatory,’ she de- 
eclares, and has ‘subjected her to 
hatred and ridicule.’ 


Not New to Them 


Hollywood, July 4. 











James Cagney and Pat O’Brien do 
a brother act in “Two Sons,’ an orig- 
inal by John Fante and Rose Wills 
at Warners. 

Picture roils in September with 
Michael Curtiz directing and Brenda 
Marshall in the femme lead. 


Par’s Conrad Yarn 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Paramount voted a heavy budget 
for the filming of ‘Victory,’ Joseph 
Conrad’s yarn of the South Seas. 
Mare Connelly assigned to the 
screen play. 





Another $75,000 Libel’ 
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Williams Setting Date 





Paul Williams, special assistant 
to the attorney general, con- 
ducting the Government anti- 
trust action against the major 
film companies, arrived in N. Y. 
Monday (1) and will confer 
with senior federal Judge John 
C. Knox today (Wed.) on set- 
ting the trial date of the action. 

The suit was discontinued 
Monday (3) against Isidor Frey, 
of Loew’s, who died June 18. 


MAE WEST-W. C. FIELDS’ 
U PIC BUDGETED AT 6006 


Hollywood, July 4. 








Mae West co-stars with W. C. | 


Fields in a picture with a western 
locale at Universal, rolling about 
Aug. 15. Eddie Cline will direct. 
Grover Jones is writing the story. 
Film is budgeted at around $600,000. 

Co-stars signed for a fixed sum and 
a percentage of the profits. Studio 
obtained an option on two more films 
by actress. 


Reade Asks Court To 





Rule on Storrs Steck 


Walter Reade, Jr., filed a N. Y. su- 
preme court action Wednesday (28) 
against Leon Goldberg, B. F. Keith 
Corp., Trenton New Brunswick Tre- 
atres, Co., Richard M. Huber, Frank 
S. Hirst and Alan L. Wolfe, as ad- 
ministrators of the estate of Frank V. 
Storrs. Reade is seeking a decree by 
the court, recognizing the transfer of 
250 shares of Trenton New Bruns- 
wick’s voting stock as legal. 

Goldberg, trustee under an agree- 
ment made with the three stockhold- 
ers, Walter Reade, Sr., Keith Corp. 
and Frank Storrs, refuses to recog- 
nize the transfer of Reade, Sr.’s, 
stock to his son. Under an agree- 
ment the stock could not be trans- 
ferred without the consent of the 
other two stockholders. They have 
agreed, but Goldberg will not. 





Saroyan Returning From 
London for Film Huddles 


William Saroyan, vacationing in 
London, sails today (Wednesday) 
and is due Monday (10) in New York. 
Novelist-playwright had planned to 
travel through England, Ireland and 
France and return to the VU. S. in 
the fall, but is cutting the trip short 
to huddle with his agent, Pat Dug- 
gan, on a picture deal. 

Besides ‘The Light Fantastic,’ 
which Eddie Dowling intends pre- 
senting on Broadway in the fall, 
Saroyan has also completed an origi- 
nal drama to be broadcast by CBS 
during the summer. His ‘My Heart's 
in the Highlands,’ offered last spring 
by the Group Theaire, in association 
with the Theatre Guild, is being pro- 
duced in London and released for 
amateur productions by Samuel 
French. 








Chi Exhibs Are Anti-Night Baseball, 
But Will Use Animated Score-Board 





_ Chicago, July 4. 

With the announcement by the 
Chicago White Sox (American 
League) ball club that lights will be 
installed in Comiskey Park for 
night baseball, the exhibitors are 
readying for a real battle to keep 
their customers from hopping off to 
ball games. While other cities have 
taken night baseball lying down, 
the Chi exhibitors are determined to 
make a fight for it, and are now 
readying a series of stunts and ads 
to hold their picture fans. 

Baseball plugs and buildup in the 
general exhibition will be held to a 
minimum, with shorts and features 
exploiting baseball as an amusement 
to be relegated to the wastebasket. 
Houses which used to book an occa- 
sional outstanding baliplayer for a 
personal appearance have now de- 
cided that this is strictly a thing of 
the past. 

However, on the actual nights that 
the baseball be played in Comiskey 
Park here, the exhibitors are plan- 
ning to give the customers every in- 
ducement to attend the theatre 
rather than the ballpark, Will put 
their best foot forward and come 





through with the most outstanding 





flicker available for that evening; 
and will top that off with some sugar 
coating of giveaways or some stage 
stunt as added competition for the 
ballpark. 

But even more important, exhibi- 
tors plan to offer their customers all 
the best of the current ball game 
without any of the inconveniences. 
Will trailerize and advertise that 
play-by-play descriptions of the ball 
game will be available in the thea- 
tre lobby and restrooms, plus an 
animated board to give a visual por- 
trayal of the progress of the game. 
Will plug the theatre’s comforts as 
against the discomforts of the ball- 
park and ask their patrons, ‘why go 
to the ballpark and be pushed 
around by crowds, when you can 
come to the theatre and follow the 
game on our animated board? And, 
in addition, see our complete picture 
show, all for the single admission 
price,’ 

Night baseball is still five weeks 
away in Chicago but already the ex- 
hibitors are readying for the entry 
and are going to combat it with a 
flood of exploitation and advertising 
extolling the theatres and its low- 


Hamilton, Ereini 
Say Dufaycolor 
All Set for 35 MM. 


Dufaycolor expects to hit the 35 
mm. market within the next three 
months. Under guidance of Pierpont 
Morgan Hamilton, prez, and Aldo Er- 
|mini, formerly with Technicolor, now 
in charge of the 35 mm. department, 
the original negative reversal pro- 
| cess, under which it was impractical 
‘to turn out more than the orginal 
| negative and one print, has been 
abandoned and a new negative-posi- 
tive technique, which can produce as 
many prints as desired, similar to the 
black and white printing 
will be available. 

Two types of color film are to be 
turned out; one balanced for day- 
light and other for mazda light use. 
With the new type of film, the nega- 
tive is shot in one set of colors and 
then developed in a complementary 
set of colors in positive prints. For 
instance, the reds appear as blues in 
the negative; yellow as violet and 
green as magenta. When positive 
‘prints are made, the colors reverse 
| and original colors photographed are 
retained. 

Dufaycolor expects to compete 
with other color systems on cost, as 
no special cameras, prisms or lens 
systems are required, and the only 
laboratory requirement for making 
prints is the insertion of neutral den- 
sity filters in printing machines to 
control the density of light. 

Dufay Chromex Color Co., Lid., the 
English holding company, is now op- 
erating two laboratories, the Sasston 
plant and the Ilford plant. Former 
has a capacity of 2,800,000 feet of 35 
mm. film weekly. The British com- 
pany in no way controls the policy 
of the American company. 


Workman’s Compensation 
OK’d for Film Deafness 


Syracuse, July 4. 

Add hazards of talking pictures: 

Ernest W. Holland, projectionist at 
the Empire here, had a claim for 
compensation based on a 25% loss of 
hearing, substantiated yesterday— 
and as a result upstate film house 
owners are still scratching their 
heads in wonderment. 

Holland’s claim, based on the fact 
that he was deafened by a picture, 
petitioned the Division of Workmen's 
Compensation of the State Depart- 
ment of Labor that on April 25, 1938, 
while serving as projectionist at the 
Empire, showing the film, ‘China 
Clipper.’ 

In one scene there came a time 
when an airplane went into a roar- 
ing dive on the screen. So loud was 
the roar of the motors, Holland con- 
tended, and so sudden was the shock 
of the tremendous volume of sound 
that he suffered injury to his hear- 
ing. He applied for compensation 
on the grounds he had suffered 25% 
loss of hearing. 

His claim was upheld by Mayk C. 
Kelley, referee in the compensation 
division ,and Holland begins collect- 
ing shortly. 








process, 











M-G TIES BUZZELL 
Hollywood, July 4. 
‘Eddie Buzzell has been handed ® 
new directorial contract by Metro. 
’ Currently he is working on ‘A Day 
at the Circus.’ 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, July 4 
RKO lifted Alan Lane’s option. 
Anne Nagel inked player pact at 
Universal. 
20th-Fox hoisted Kane Richmond's 
option. 
Warners handed new player ticket 
to Vera Lewis. : 
Universal lifted Frances Robin- 
son’s player option. 
Paramount renewed Judith Bar- 
rett’s pact for one year. 
John Hamilton inked actor ticket 
at RKO. 
John Allen, Jr., drew new player 
deal at Paramount. 














20th-Fox lifted Robert Shaws 
player option. 
Sol Halprin signed three-year 


deal as process technician at 20th- 
Fox. P 
Richard Denning’s actor option 





cost amusement. 


hoisted by Paramount. 
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WB-National Theatres Product 
Breach Encouraging New Building 
By Indies in Opposition to F-WC 





The building of new houses and 
remodeling of those now existing is 
encouraged via the National Thea- 
tres (Fox) situation as result of 
the availability of Warner product, 
caused by the open breach between 
WB and the Skouras-operated chain. 
In all probability the Warner or- 
ganization will attempt to influence 
building against National in any 
spot that it can and, if the WB-Na- 
tional Theatres break continues be- 
yond this season, it is not improb- 
able that Warners itself may invade 
some of the cities and towns in 
which the NT circuit operates. 

Warners has several theatres on 
the Pacific Slope where, about 10 
years ago, it began construction of 
a circuit to combat Fox-West Coast, 
but stopped after conditions became 
unfavorable for further expansion. 
Though the status quo on theatre 
acquisition is supposed to be main- 
tained under the U. S. anti-trust suit 
against majors, Warners might be 
conceded to have justification for 
going deeper into National territory 
in view of the present situation. 


The circuit has 11 houses in Cali- 
fornia, One in Oregon and 12 in 
Wisconsin—states in which the Na- 
tional outfit operates. 

In addition to reports that sev- 
eral new independent theatres are 
pianned in fhe southern California 
territory, where Fox-West Coast is 
powerful, a new house is being built 
in Jacksonville, Il. P. W. Dickson, 
who has already bought the War- 
ner product for 1939-40, will build 
in opposition to National in that 
town, erecting a 1,900-seater. 

Among those assured of Warner 
pictures who will remodel houses is 
J. Pennington, of Topeka, Kansas, 
who will modernize his two houses 
in that situation. 


During the past week 15 addi- 
tional deals with indies in National 
territory were closed under the 
supervision of Ben Kalmenson, east- 
ern division sales manager, and W. 
E. Callaway, Pacifie Coast district 
manager. Kalmenson returned to 
New York Monday (3) after spend- 
ing five weeks on the Coast setting 
up deals in that territory following 
the WB-National schism. Deals are 
also being closed in the midwest 
Bway from National. 





Warners Selling Away 


From Fox-Wisconsin 
Milwaukee, July 4. 

The Warner-Fox West Coast break 
has had a tremendous effect on WB 
Product sales in Wisconsin. Warners 
has a direct outlet for its first run 
product in the southern part of the 
state, but Fox-Wisconsin controls all 
first runs throughout Greater Wis- 
consin. 

Bob Smith, WB district manager 
here, states, ‘We are selling Warner 
Product in all situations where a 
Partnership with Fox-Wisconsin is 
involved if the partner has equai 
buying power. The partner, of 
course, is buying under the same 


formula we offered Fox. Fox has) 


only two competitive spots in the 
Sstate—Manitowoc and Watertown— 
and they are already sewed up. 

L. Roy Pierce, right hand man to 
Harold J. Fitzgerald, Fox-Wisconsin 
prexy, said: ‘Most of our film con- 
tracts are handled through the New 
York office, but we can't afford to 
Pay Warners’ present asking price, 
and if they won't negotiate with us, 
and the independents are willing to 
bay, I guess they'll have to get it. 
If Grad Sears (Warner general sales 


manager) can get the money he’s | 


asking for the Warner pioduct, he is 
certainly a good man.’ 





Brandts Add Chaloner, N. Y. 
Chaloner theatre on 9th ave., N. 
Y., recently purchasad by William 
Girden, realty operator, from the 
baoks, has been leased to the Brandt 
(Continued on page 16) 
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No Barter 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Universal wanted to borrow 
Bob Livingstone from Republi¢ 
for the title role in its Lone 
Ranger serial. 

Republic said, ‘Sure, we'll 
swap him for Deanna Durbin.’ 

Deal is off. 


MERGING WB-EN 
UNITS IN 
BRITAIN 








London, July 4. 

Major executive changes in War- 
ner Bros. foreign and European 
fields are likely to follow the merg- 
ing here of the First National and 
Warner Bros. distributing organiza- 
tions, which for some years have 
been operated as individual and sep- 
arate units. 

Consolidation is said to boost Rob- 
ert Schless, company’s European rep- 
resentative, into the top spot abroad. 
Unverified, but reported in the film 
trade, it is said that Schless may suc- 
ceed to the general management of 
foreign representatives aiding Sam 
E. Morris, v.p. in charge of foreign, 
in the New York home offce. 

Max Milder, of the British WB 
forces, would succeed Schless, and 
David Griffiths, now in charge of 
FN, would head the combined office 
here, according to understanding. 

Milder is booked for an early 
trip to New York. 





Sam Morris was among the first of 
the foreign sales chiefs to place fu- 
ture values on the Sout!. American 
market, and sails July 28 to make a 
thorough personal survey of the 
field. 

Chances are likely he will defer 
his trip until after the arrival in 
N. Y. of Milder. 


RKO FURTHER REALIGNS 
ITS SALES DISTRICTS 


For greater efficiency, RKO has 
realigned its various sales districts, 
now numbering eight with creation 
of a new one to cover a portion of 
the northwest and midwest. As a re- 
sult of the shifting of branches, Jules 
Levy has placed Detroit and Indi- 
anapolis in the district under Walter 
Branson, who headquarters at Chi- 
cago. Thus these two exchange ter- 
ritories now become a part of the 
western - southern division under 
Cresson E. Smith. 











Nat Levy, district mgr. at Detroit, 
is being shifted to Philadelphia and 
will have Philly, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, Pittsburgh and Washington un- 
der his charge, these branches being 
part of the eastern Canadian division 
of E. L. McEvoy. 

Buffalo, which has been under Levy 
from Detroit, under the switch 
swings into the district handled by 
| J. H. (Herb) MacIntyre, who has all 
of New England, plus Albany, and 
headquarters at Boston. 

New northwestern district, to which 
L. E. Goldhammer wes appointed, 
takes in Minneapolis, Des Moines, 
Omaha and Sioux Falls. 


WB’S ARMY PIC 
Hollywood, July 4. 

Olivia de Haviland co-stars with 
George Brent in ‘Eyes of the Army,’ 
slated for late summer production 
at Warners. 
| Lieut, Bernar’ Ray, authority on 
| military aircraft, is working on the 
| script. 
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OW BUOGET Pl 


Keepers of the B’s Have 
Plenty of Wrinkles to Keep 
the Production Nut Down 
—Ingenious Twists on 
Physical Investiture, Ac- 
tion Plots, Scripts, Etc. 





DOMESTIC TRADE ONLY 


By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, July 4. 

The play-date’s the thing. 

That’s giving the Bard’s old saw 
a new twist, but makers of B pic- 
tures on the Hollywood back lots 
twist more than a mere aphorism 
to keep production costs low in the 
six-figure bracket. No magician 
ever had a fuller bag of tricks than 
the B boys who know every short 
cut there is to know. They’re got 
a 10c store standby for every colos- 
sal gimmick. 

Shakespeare’s tip about play itself. 
however, isn’t exactly laughed off 
by those who grind out ‘modest’ 
budget fare. Only too impressively 
have they had hammered home to 
them in past year the fact that, in 
order to garner needed number of 
bookings to cover nut and net, 
they’ve first got to find a sciipt—a 
good one, at that! 

‘We've got to make up in story 
what we can’t afford in way of mar- 
quee names,’ agree those responsible 
for programmers emerging from 
major plants, including 20th-Fox’s 
Sol Wurtzel, Warners’ Bryan Foy, 
Paramount’s Harold Hurley, RKO’s 
Lee Marcus and Metro’s Joe Cohn. 
There are some other points, also, 


ICE SLANT ON 
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| Deanna’s ‘Command’ 


' 





j Hollywood, July 4. 
Deanna Durbin will sing next 
season in London at a ‘command’ 
performance for a hospital char- 
ity event. 

Her parents sail next week to 
complete the arrangements, 


MISS DURBIN'S 
NEW $975,000 


CONTRACT 


' 


} 
Hollywood, Yuly 4. 

















Document 


recognition, 


New law sets aside 50% of a 
minor’s earnings after allowances for 
taxes, maintenance, education, agency 
| commissions and attorney fees. Miss 

Durbin’s father and Judge Wilson 
ar? working out a schedule for her 
care and training. 

Contract calls for three pictures a 
| year, with a $40,000 bonus for each 
|completed film in addition to her 





on which B maestros see orb to orb, weekly salary. Pact is retroactive to 
just as there are still more on which | September, 1938, and runs until Oct. 


they strongly disagree, 

Wurtzel, for instance, is convinced 
that aside from series features and 
B specials—pix rating slightly above- 
average financial allotments—that 
domestic comedy dramas are best 
suited to the smaller cost brackets. 
Foy, on other hand, argues that ac- 
tion, which he considers as much 
an international language as music, 
is tops. Both will tell you that well- 
made mystery dramas are surefire. 


Search After New Ideas 


Search for plots with a breath of 
newness is No. 1 problem for all 
program moguls. Wurtzel main- 
tains a staff of experienced writers, 
who eonstruct scripts around ideas 
supplied by himself and his asso- 
ciate producers. It has been a long 
time since he has purchased an 
original or novel. Foy gets part 
of his yarns by same means, but 
he also weaves some around basic 
threads of material previously 
filmed, or scripts shelved through- 
out the years by his company’s A 
producers for one reason or another. 
Hurley, Cohn and Marcus purchase 
most of their tales in the open mar- 
ket. 

Wurtzel goes on theory he gets 
nearer perfect script by expending 
funds, used by others for story buys, | 
in salaries to his own writers for | 
development of screen plays. | 

‘By saving original story cost, we | 
have a greater leeway in matter of | 
writing and rewriting until we get | 
what we want,’ he declares. He | 
added that vehicles requiring expen- | 


sive location jaunts are beyond | 
reach of B builders. } 
‘Equally important to script is | 


cast and direction,’ he observes, ‘be- | 
cause we are unable to assimilate | 
salaries of stellar personalities and 
must use extraordinary care in 
picking players for ability alone. We 
cannot afford to experiment with 
directors of unknown quality, 
either. We have to know before 
we start the cameras that we are 
going to have a good picture when 
we get through, for retakes and 
added scenes are beyond our means. 
Should we occasionally slip up in 
our calculations, that’s our hard 
luck.’ 

Wurtzel, Foy and Hurley refuse 





(Continued on page 20) 
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-AUTRY, WITHERS ON 








Hollywood, July 4. 

Gene Autry has signed a one-pic- 
ture deal to co-star with Jane With- 
ers in ‘Jubilo’ at 20th-Fox. Picture 
is sagebrusher’s first away from the 
Republic lot, where his new contract 
permits him to do outside pictures. 

Cameras grind about Sept. 10 
when Autry returns from his tour 
of England. 

Moe Siegel, Republic prexy, 
leaves for New York Sunday (9) to 
huddle with Herbert J. Yates be- 
fore the latter leaves for England 
with Autry. 

Sol Siegel, producer, treks east- 
ward at the same time to book tal- 





| his four pictures for Republic’s 
| 1939-40 program. 





Autry’s Foreign P. A.'S 


| H. J. Yates, Gene Autry and 
| Champion, Autry’s horse, sail for 
| Europe on July 25 for a personal 
appearance tour, now being set by 
William Saal, special representative 
for Republic. The horse is travelling 
de luxe in a special trailer. 


Tour will last one month in the’ 


principal cities 


France. 


of England and 





‘Storm’ for Suflavan 





Hollywood, July 4. 
Margaret Sullavan’s next starrer 
at Metro is ‘Mortal Storm,’ based on 
Phyllis Bottome’s novel. 
Shooting starts within six weeks, 
with Sidney Franklin as producer, 





Phil Rosen at U 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Universal has signed Phil Rosen 
tr. direct one picture, with options 
fcr two more. 
First assignment is 
Racket’. 


“$1,000,000 





ent for ‘Hit Parade of 1940,’ first of | 





ONE PIC 20-FOX DEAL 


Peremptory Intermission for All 


135 Min. Shows Seen as a Likely 
| Means to Finally End Chi Duals 


Chicago, July 4. 

slimination of double features, 
which has been the aim and hope 
of the independent exhibitors of 
Chicago for the past two years, may 
finally be brought about by the 
state legislature. That body is on 
the verge of putting through a bill 
which would almost automatically 
kill duals by ordering an intermis- 
sion On all shows which run longer 
than 135 minutes. 

This act, already okayed by the 
senate, states that, ‘in the interest of 
the public health,’ all theatrical per- 
formances which run longer than 
two hours and 15 minutes shall have 
a 15-minute intermission at the con- 
clusion of the first two hours and 15 
minutes, and that there shall be a 
10-minute intermission every hour 
beyond that period. 

This is looked upon as a surefire 
means of breaking down double 
features since it would mean the 
halting of a picture in nearly every 


Deanna Durbin’s new Universal | instance in order to comply with the 
contract, first minor pact under the | proposed regulations. 
new ‘Jackie Coogan law,’ calls for | 
$975,000 over a period of five years. | 
is up before Superior | 
Judge Emmett H. Wilson for official | 





Andrews Renewed By 
Dole; Complicates Deal 
For Hollywood Film 








Andrews Sisters, current at the 
Broadway Paramount, are stymied 
on a couple of picture bids by their 
| renewal on the Dole Pineapple (Phil 
| Baker) show which switches to a 
| Wednesday spot starting tonight (5). 

Femme trio has a Par and Metro 
filmmusical offer. 





Hollywood, July 4. 


Jack Kapp, prez of Decca Records, 
which has the Andrews Sisters ex- 
clusively under contract, has wired 
Lou Levy about a dicker from Nate 
Blumberg for a Universal film. 


Sam Wood’s 3d Move in 24 
Yrs.; Directs for Goldwyn 


Hollywood, July 4. 


Sam Wood inked a director con- 
tract with Samuel Goldwyn after 14 
years with Metro, First job under 
the new pact is ‘Raffles,’ starring 
Olivia de Havilland and David 
Niven. 

Wood was at Paramount 10 years 
before he joined Metro. His move 
to the Goldwyn lot is his third in 
24 years. 


Agent Sues Chatterton 




















Los Angeles, July 4. 
Ruth Chatterton was sued for 


| $8,525 in superior court by the Feld- 
|'man-Blum Corp. over an agency 
| contract made in 1936. 

Agency asks 10% of the $65,250 
the actress has earned since then 
and an additional $2,000, which it 
| contends was a loan. 





Radio Serial 

Miss Chatterton made her debut 
Monday (3) in a daytime serial, ‘Big 
Sister’ (Lever Bros.) over CBS. It’s 
for a series with the film actress 
playing herself in a script plot which 
| has the program's regular characters 
meeting her in a Hollywood back- 
ground. 





Hurry Back, Una 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Warners sent a hurry-up call to 
England for Una O'Connor, British 








| Character actress, for a part in ‘We 
Are Not Alone,’ Paul Muni starrer 
| rolling next week. 
She was ordered to report here 
| pronto. 
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6 VARIETY 


Bway Theatres to Combat Stringent 
‘Clean-Up Orders as Inimical to B.0. 








Vigorous protests are expected to 
be launched by Broadway theatre 
owners, as well as other business 
men, at a meeting to be held, ac- 
cording to plans, by the end of the 
week with the City Planning Com- 
mission on steps that are being 
taken to lessen the lure of billboard- 
ing, electric sign and other adver- 
tising in New York, notably on the 
Main Stem. The meeting downtown 
with Rex Tugwell, former brain- 
truster in President Roosevelt’s ad- 
ministration, and. other members of 
the Planning Commish, may be held 
today (Wed.) or tomorrow (Thurs.). 
It was scheduled for a week ago but 
postponed. 


Principal objective behind what 
is said to be drastic plans to curb 
the use of signs, billboarding, ban- 
nering, etc, is a move on the part 
of Tugwell and hts commission to 
clean up the town by removing any- 
thing that borders on Coney Island 
atmosphere. It is feared in some 
quarters that some things may go 
altogether, such as billboarding, and 
that old laws on the books, openly 
violated for years, will be strictly 
enforced. These relate to the nine- 
foot marquees, valances, banners 
and the like. 


Theatre operators have been hold- 
ing a lot of meetings to consider the 
situation and a means of combating 
what is regarded as a revolutionary 
move that would affect theatres in 
a serious manner all over the city. 
No official protest has been launched 
by the theatres but the Broadway 
Association, of which certain thea- 
tres are members, has written Tug- 
well taking exception to proposed 
changes in provisions relating to 
signs and billboards. 

Charging that what is proposed 
would change the Great White Way 
into the Great Dark Way, the 
Broadway Association is asking that 
hearings on the matter be put over 
to the fall session of the City Plan- 
ning Commission in order to give 
taxpayers an opportunity to better 
familiarize themselves with the 
threatened changes. 


NEGRO NABE EXHIBS 
IN BATTLE OVER PIX 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

Damage suit is being prepared 
here by Milton and Isadore Borow- 
sky, operators of the Rex, against 
Million Doilar Productions, makers 
of films with Negro casts, and Mor- 
ris Wax, owner of the Royal and 
Pearl theatres, in a battle over 
bookings of M. D. P. film. 

Borowskys were denied an in- 
junction last week te prevent the 
Pearl from screening ‘Gang Smash- 
ers,’ made by M. D. P. Judge Stauf- 
fer L. Oliver indicated, however, 
that he felt Borowskys had a just 
claim. He said he was refusing the 
restrainer only because he thought 
Wax an innocent third party and 
he didn’t want to injure him. Dam. 
age suit against M. D. P. was sug- 
gested as the way out. 

Iz Borowsky declared that he 
bought second-run rights to all M. 
D. P. pix six months ago, before 
any of the films were even com- 
pleted. Since hen three have been 
made. Wax’s Royal gets them on 
first-run. 

Borowsky said he had left dates 
for booking them following the 
Royal showing, when he suddenly 
discovered the Pearl, a block away, 
advertising ‘Gang Smashers.’ It was 
on the morning the pic was to open 
at the Pearl that Borowskys sought 
the injunction. 

Million Dollar Productions claims 
its contracts with the Rex was not 
binding because it was not counter- 
signed by home office officials, only 
by the district manager. 

Dispute between the Borowskys 
and Wax is the pop-off of a long 
feud. Both cater to colored clien- 
tele and recently have been running 
a@ price war. Negro-cast pix have 
been highly successful b.o. in the 
houses of both. 








Schlom Takes ‘Higgins’ 


Hollywocd, July 4. 
Herman Schlom has replaced Sol 
C. Siegel as producer of Republic’s 
‘Higgins Family’ series, first of which 
will be ‘Covered Trailer.’ 
Siegel is busy with two other pic- 
tures. 
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NEPOTISM CHARGE IN 
PHILLY PROJ. UNION 


Philadelphia, July 4. 
Internal strife racking the Projec- 
tionists’ local here was revealed last 
week by the odd spectacle of a mem- 
ber picketing the union’s headquar- 
ters. 


Picketer, who continues to do his 
tramp-tramp, carries an American 
flag and a sandwich board on which 
he charges that officials of the union 
play favorites in handing out jobs, 
giving them to relatives whenever 
possible. 

Guy claims to be a member of the 
union for 20 years, but is on its sub- 
stitute list. An odd angle is that de- 
spite his picketing, he is still being 
given two days’ work a week, so he 
pickets only on a four-day-a-week 
basis. 

A larger issue than the single 
picketer is involved in the dissatis- 
faction, however. The beefing ele- 
ment consists of members of a for- 
mer independent union here, the 
Keystone Motion Picture Operators. 
They were about to get a CIO char- 
ter a couple years ago when the AFL 
local, 307, hurriedly made conces- 
sions to them to get them in. They 
were promised work to a minimum 
of $42.50 a week. Now they claim 
they’re not getting it—and nepotism, 
they charge, is a principle reason. A 
blowup is expected unless union of- 
ficials succeed in pacifying the 
squawkers, 

Additional beefs are now being 
heard concerning the action of 307 
in taking in the Camden local in a 
merger. It is claimed that there are 
now more men than ever among 
whom the available work must be 
divided. 


Air-Conditioning K.0.s 
St. Louis Airdomes 


St. Louis, July 4. 


The steady installation of air-con- 
ditioning apparatus in nabes here 
and in adjacent St. Louis County is 
slowly but surely putting the air- 
domes and skydomes, that once 
reached a total of 70 in this territory, 
out of business. Before sound 
shoved the silent pictures into ob- 
livion this area abounded with out- 
door picture shows, as almost every 
house, except those in the downtown 
district, and all nabes, had an air- 
dome auxiliary. Statistics show that 
during the summer season there 
were more airdomes operating than 
regular theatres, as many of the lat- 
ter shuttered because electric fans 
were inadequate to cool the houses 
in competish with the outdoor the- 














atres, 


The location of an airdome along- 
side of a permanent picture house 
also afforded a quick retreat to 
shelter in the event of rain. But 
more and more air-conditioning has 
beat airdomes to their knees, In the 
St. Louis territory there are now but 
11 operating and on gusty nights, 
even with high fidelity sound equip- 
ment, dialog is difficult to follow. 


Airdomes operating this summer 
are the Ozark, Kirkwood and Pow- 
hattan in St. Louis County, and the 
Florissant, Pauline, Queens, Fairy, 
Princess, McNair, Pestalozzi, Armo 
and Arcade in the city. Next sum- 
mer the number will probably dwin- 
dle still more. 





From Clef to Oats 
Hollywood, July 4. 

Armand Schaefer is assigned to the 
production of ‘Wagons Westward,’ 
the high-budget John Wayne starrer 
at Republic. 

Shooting starts as soon as Schaefer 
completes the musical, ‘Jeepers 
Creepers.’ 





NOW, ALTOGETHER 


Hollywood, July 4. 


Columbia goes musical with 10 one- 
reel Community Singfests for the 
1939-40 program. Briefies, featuring 
familiar tunes, are under Hugh 
McCullom’s production. 


First film will use songs by Carrie 





Jacobs Bond. 


PICTURES 
Odd Fan Slant 





Oscar Levant on ‘Information 
Please’ has been known to rib 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer on the 
radio program, in a more or less 
innocuous manner, although oc- 
casionally the ad lib becomes a 
shade touchy. One repercussion 
was curious, and it came from a 
layman in San Francisco who 
had been impressed with an in- 
terview given out by John Gar- 
field when the latter first clicked 
in the Warner Bros. film, ‘Four 
Daughters’, 

Garfield was supposed to have 
patterned his character of the 
cynical pianist after Levant, and 
this radio fan took it too literal- 
ly by writing in, ‘It certainly ill 
becomes you, who have been 
identified with Warner Bros. pic- 
tures, to constantly satirize 
M-G-M productions’, 


NW ALLIED MAY 
SHIFT TO NEW 
EXHIB BODY 


Minneapolis, July 4. 
With the Northwest Allied States’ 
annual convention a week off, 
notices of the July 11 meeting have 


gone out but otherwise no effort has 
been made to arouse any interest. 
Some of the most important mem- 
bers—the largest dues payers— have 
signified their intention of dropping 
out of the body. While W. A. Stef- 
fes says he no longer considers him- 
self president—his term having ex- 
pired—the notices of the convention 
went out from his office. Steffes as- 
serts he will not consider reelection 
and nobody else seems to want to 
tackle the job. In consequence, the 
organization’s future continues very 
much in doubt. 

If the organization is permitted 
to disband it is believed that efforts 
will be made to form another asso- 
ciation minus Allied States’ affilia- 
tion. Independents dissatisfied with 
Northwest Allied have been finding 
fault because it has spent too much 
time and money on national affairs 
ana legislation, including theatre 
divorcement, and hasn’t concerned 
itself enough with local problems 
such as film costs, percentage pic- 
tures and selling of runs. They 
charge Steffes’ policies have neces- 
sitated excessively high dues. 

On his part, Steffes, serving with- 
out compensation, feels that he 
hasn't had proper support and co- 
operation from many of his mem- 
bers, including the present malcon- 
tents. The job as leader involves 
plenty of grief and hard work, con- 
sumes much time and necessitates 
unpleasant fights with the film dis- 
tributors. In return, there’s not only 
no pay, but not much appreciation. 

In Minneapolis, Northwest Allied 
has been battling successfully to 
prevent further theatre construction. 
Fully a dozen applicants desiring to 
build new houses have been blocked 
thus far. Without the united front 
that an organization is abie to put 
up, Steffes doubts whether theatre 
interests can continue to prevent 
the additional competition. 

All present signs point to a scant 
attendance at the convention which 
was postponed once because of in- 
sufficient exhibitor representation. 


NOT SO EASY TO GET 
PENNSY TAX COIN BACK 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

Theatre circuits, which thought 
they were all set to get their tax coin 
back when the Pennsy supreme court 
a couple of weeks ago invalidated the 
chain-store tax bill, learned this 
week it’s not going to be that easy. 

That the circuits are entitled to the 
return of whatever they paid in 
compliance with the measure, passed 
in 1937, was announced by Attorney- 
General] Claude T. Reno immediately 
after the court decision. It has been 
revealed, however, that the legisla- 
ture must make an appropriation to 
cover this refund—and it won’t meet 
in regular session again for almost 
two years. 

Warner Bros., which got an imme- 
diate injunction against payment of 
the tax, is:said to have saved about 




















$25,000 a year. 


Lefty Meets Another Kind of Avent. 
Or a Back-to-the-Soil Move That Fails 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





New York, July 4 
Dear Vic: 

This is the time of year when nearly everybody gets a yen to go out in 
the country, buy a farm and get back to the earth. Actors are especially 
suckers for this and spend April, May and June looking at the ads of 
‘Farms For Sale’ that are more flowery than the hotcakes Mother Howard 
used to make. Our friends, The Hillys, a couple of great performers, 
have been writing to an agent about a place and last Sunday they insisted 
that me and Aggie should jump in their car to take a look at the place in 
Jersey. Well, Aggie and me figgered it would be a nice place to spend 
the day, because we really like the country, in the daytime. So we hops in 
with ’em and after three hours of riding we finally land at this real- 
estate agents sucker-trap. 

He looked at us with eyes that shined like a deceased trout. He had a 
mustache that had a slight sneer, and in short he looked like a broken 
set of dishes. He first made the Hillys sign a paper saying that he gets the 
commission no matter who sells the place to them. Hilly, who hasn't 
seen anything that looked like a contract since vaudeville passed out, 
grabbed a pen and signed. He was so eager you'd think it was for a week 
at the Palace. Then the guy jumped in the car and told us that the place 
was just a little outta town, but he didn’t say what town, because we 
drove for a half hour before we got there. Well, we gets to a lonesome 
spot and with a lying look in his eye he sez, ‘Stop, here’s the place, ain't 
it swell?’ So far all we could see was a lot of bushes and trees. But we 
got in the spirit of the thing and sed, ‘Gee, this is a nice spot.’ Then the 
guy sez, ‘You'll have plenty of seclusion here, you will not be bothered.’ 
Just then Aggie gave a left hook to a mosquito that was as fat as Galento. 
The dead mosquito falling to the ground made such a racket that even 
the agent had to turn his head. He looked kinda extra silly when he saw 
the dead mosquito and sed, ‘You may be bothered by a few mosquitoes 
in the daytime but at night they have lights on the road and, as you know, 
all mosquitoes go for lights. The road is so far away they won’t bother 
you, which is an advantage of having the road so far away.’ And with 
that he takes us over some cow-cards to see the house. The house looked 
like one of them Hoover-village mansions—the time they built ’em with 
old cigar and piano boxes with big hunks of cardboard on the roof to 
keep the rain out. “This place is over 200 years old,’ sez Fisheyes. 


Mrs. Hilly’s Vulnerable 


Well, it looked older to me, but Hilly’s wife goes nuts about it being so 
old. ‘How wonderful they built them in those days.’ ‘Much better wood 
than they use today.’ ‘How quaint.’ She spills all this stuff while Aggie 
and me just exchange a half a dozen looks, but don’t say nothin’, 

So we goes into the house and it smelt like a Youngstown audience after 
the fourth show. The floors were kinda bent and the walls were so thin 
a mosquito could kick a hole in ‘em. No plumbing and the spring was an 
overnight jump from the house. The roof had more holes in it than a 
boxfull of tickets for a flop show. The agent just kept kinda pointing a 
fast-finger at these things and sed, ‘Oh a few dollars will fix this all up.’ 
The Hillys all this time had their eyes half shut and picturing what they 
would do to the place—red shutters, white paint, awnings, lawns, gardens. 
You see they’ve been reading magazines that tell you what can be done 
with old places, so J didn’t say nothin’ and just let ’em puff on their 
marywannas. Then Hilly came outta the trance and sed, ‘Where's the 
trout stream you sed was on the place?’ So the guy lights up his eyes 
with a 1-watt lamp and sez, ‘I’m saving that for last, it’s back of the house.’ 

With that he takes us through a lot of poison ivy and shows us a stream 
about three feet wide with water not even an inch high in it. Very weak 
water; it could hardly run, it just trickled. I couldn’t stand it any longer 
so I sed, “You mean to say there’s trout in that stream?’ And before the 
guy could answer Aggie sez, ‘Why a sardine laying flat on its side would 
have a hard time covering himself with water in that stream.’ Well, the 
guy didn’t like that but didn’t say nothin’ except, ‘I’ve caught trout in 
there.’ 

Well, you can’t answer that without calling the guy a liar which I didn't 
want to do and spoil the whole day. ‘We ain’t had much rain lately, 
and when we do you can dam this place up and you'll have a swimmin’ 
pool; it won’t cost over a few dollars; why you can do it yourself.’ 

I had to laugh at that when he sed that to Hilly, who is so weak he 
couldn’t even lift a gag. Hilly was in a dream and he sed, ‘Sure, I could 
do it myself.’ Then he pulled me aside and sed, ‘Lefty, what do you 
think of the place, ain’t it swell?’ I sed, ‘Personally, Hilly, me and Aggie 
would rather have a flat in the Fiery Forties with a windowbox that had 
maybe a potato plant or somethin’ like that in it” He gave me a look 
and sez, ‘Gee, don’t you ever want to get away from those lousy actors, 
noisy streets and the hot city?’ I said ‘No’ so loud the agent thought it 
was the 4th of July and somebody shot off a giant cracker. 

Well, they finally told the agent that they’d let him know after arguing 
with the guy for a half hour about the price. The agent looked like a 
disappointed owl but he tried to put volume in his goodbye to us. On 
the way back Aggie and me didn’t crack at all while the Hillys were 
talking how they would fix up the place, They had a herd of cows, 1,000 
chickens, horses, hay, wheat, cabbages and everything growing when I 
said, ‘Gee, Hilly, that will take a lot of dough, I didn’t know you hold 
that kinda money.’ Then he said, ‘We ain’t got a dime in the world right 
now but if vaudeville ever comes back and I get a few weeks I'll put the 
now but if vaudeville ever comes back and I ge a few weeks I’ll put the 
dough down for that little place and I'll never have to worry again the 
rest of my life. Aggie gave ’em both one of her Aggie specials, ‘It’s a 
good thing you ain't got a dime. I think the guy would have taken it for 
that joint.’ 

We're not talking to the Hilly’s, it was them that stopped. 

Hoping this finds you and our business doing well, Sez 

Your Pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S—LeRoy Hadley of San Antonio sez, ‘Poverty is not a crime, but 

that isn’t a reason so many people are poor.’ 


‘Stranger’ to Del Ruth 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Roy Del Ruth takes over direction 





— | 


Herbert’s Daughter To 
Tech Advise on Par Pic 








of ‘Here Am I a Stranger’ at 20th- 
Fox, slated to resume work next 
Monday (10) after a six-week lay- 
off owing to injuries to Richard 
Greene, star of the piece. 

William Seiter, original director, 
pilots ‘Allegheny Frontier’ at RKO. 





BROWN’S 2D U PIC 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Johnny Mack Brown starts this 
week on the second of his seven star- 
rers for Universal with John Wray 
as producer-director. 
Bob Baker and Fuzzy Knight con- 





tinue in supporting roles. 





Hollywood, July 4. 

Victor Herbert's daughter, Ella, 
has been signed by Paramount as 
technical advisor on the film based 
on her father’s musical career. 

Picture goes into production early 
next month with Allan Jones and 
Mary Martin co-starring. 


Col’s Wild Hosser 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Irving Briskin is preparing 
‘Kongs,’ tale of a wild stallion, for 
production at Columbia. . 
Harold Shumate is screenplaying 
own original. 
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Jap Rumpus, Preparedness Moves 





Dent London's West End; ‘Chips Big 
$37,000, ‘Nazi Spy Smash $25,000 





London, June 23.— 
Film business being slow at this 
time of year, West End houses invar- 
jably unload a number of mediocri- 
ties or revivals, keeping the best 
pictures for the fall. However, pres- 
ent crop of pictures compares fa- 
vyorably, and in many instances even 
betters, the usual fall output. 
Still, West End business is not 
ood. and there are plenty of alibis. 
Main headache is the Japanese rum- 
pus, which has caused further stag- 
nation in the stock market, while 
other hefty reasons are the air rald 
precautions and the conscription, 
To counteract this three film 
moguls, Arthur Jarratt (Gaumont- 
British), Sam Eckman (Metro) and 
Oscar Deutsch (Odeon) seriously 
considered a scheme of extensive na- 
tional newspaper advertising, laud- 


ing ‘Jesse James,’ ‘Castle,’ ‘Chips,’ 
and ‘Stagecoach.’ running concur- 
rently in the West End. But the 


whole thing blew up at the last min- 


ute. 
Estimates for This Week 


($5 to the £) 

Academy— ‘Peter the Great’ (Rus- 
gian) (Ist week). Will be lucky to 
get $3,000. As picture is on guaran- 
tee, will linger for four weeks. 


serkeley—‘Femme du _ Bolanger’ 
(French) (3d week). Steady $3,500, 
practically capacity, as house only 
seats 380. House operated by Elsie 
Cohen, who also bosses the Acad2my. 
Picture easily good for three more 
weeks. 

Carlton (Par) — ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) (2d run). After two weeks at 
Paramount’s ace house, the Plaza, 
‘U.P.’ replacing ‘Louise’ (French), 
which lingered fortnight to poor biz. 

Curzon — ‘Beethoven’ (French). 
Should do trade on popularity of 
composer's works. Likely to top 
$4,000 on first sianza. In for four 


weeks. 

Empire (Metro)—‘Chips’ (M-G) 
(24 week). Best of trio made in 
England, by Metro, but intake not 
as high as either ‘Yank’ or ‘Citadel,’ 
although other two played at more 
seasonal times. Taking everything 
in consideration, picture did exceed- 
ingly well to top $32,000 in first 
week. with second stanza likely to 


top that. Good for four to five 
weeks. 

Gaumont (GB) — ‘Jesse James’ 
(20th) (2d week). Disappointing 


$10,000 likely after $12,000 first sesh. 
Will stay a third, with ‘I Killed the 
Count’ (GN-British) replacing f¥r 
one week and ‘Baskerville’ (20th) 
following. 

Leicester Square (Woolf)—‘Honest 
Man’ (U) (2d week). First week 
well below $10,000, and doomed for 
even lower intake for second stanza. 
‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) set to follow. 

London Pavilion (U) — ‘Trouble 
Brewing’ (AB) (ist week). English 

icture, starring George Fromby, 


iggest name in Englisr pictures, ; 


but of no consequence among the so- 
phisticated West Enders. In mainly to 
comply with quota regulation. Not 
likely to exceed $7,000, with ‘Cap- 
tain Fury’ (UA) scheduled to follow. 

Marble Arch Pavilion (GB)—‘3 
Smart Girls’ (U) (2d run) (1st week). 
After seven weeks at Leicester 
Square, doing nicely, and seems cer- 
tain to gross $7,000. Assured of at 
least second week, 

New Gallery (GB) — ‘Castles’ 
(RKO) (3d week). Picture attract- 
ing London’s elite, and grossed $17,- 
000 first week, with second stanza 
a below $15,000. Third week un- 

kely to fall below that. Expected 
to stay another fou weeks. ‘Mod- 
~ Miracle’ (20th) scheduled to fol- 


Ww. 

Odeon (Deutsch) — ‘Stagecoach’ 
(UA) (2d week). Picture expected 
to top everything in town after raves 
and for that reason deemed disap- 
panting at $22,000 for first week. 

xpected to do $18,000 in second 
stanza and is good for another week. 
‘*Q Planes’ (Col-British) ready to re- 
Place. 

Paris—‘Hotel Du Nora’ (French) 
(4th week). Disappointing for this 

test West End petit de luxer. First 
few weeks averaged $3,700, but 
house can do $6,000. Likely to linger 
Or another fortnight. 

Plaza (Par )—‘Invitation’ (Par) (2d 
week). Clicked for $13,500 in its 
first week, which qualified holdover. 
Man in Pazis’ (Pinebrook) down to 
Teplace. 

Regal (Maxwell) — ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
(Mayflower) (6th week). Manage- 
ment claims picture has done very 
well Never exceeded $18,000 and 
last week’s gross nearer $10,000. 
House has to gross $8,750 to break 
ge ‘Eastside Heaven’ (U) replac- 
ng, making first time in a decade 

niversal has shown its product at 
this house. 

Studio One (James)—House op- 
erating repertory season of foreign 
parr changing weekly. Current 


‘Amphisryon,” expected to do 
Profitable $3,000. ‘La Belle Equipe’ 
replacing. 

Warner 


(WB)—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) 


(2d week). Has set ‘em all talking. 











Opened to capacity, and turning 
them away at night shcws, with 
storming week end trade. Touched 
$25,000 first stanza, virtual capacity. 
Seems cinch to hold up this week, 
and good for many more, Trade pre- 
dicting 12-week run. 





BUFF. PICKS UP, 
BUT ‘DESIRE’ 


COLD 46 


Buffalo, July 4. 


After one of worst stanzas in years | 


last week, boxoffices are looking up 


again currently. Everything depends | 


on the weather. 
Estimate for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 30-35-55)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Par). Getting} 
strong returns, may go to $14.000. 


Last week, ‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB), 
poor $7,600. 

Century (Shea) (3,000: 25-35)— 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Girl Gam- 
bler’ (RKO). Okay at around $6,500. 
Last week, ‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) and 
‘Panama Lady’ (RKO), poor $3,400. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 


—‘Five Came Back’ (RKO). Fair 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Kid Kokomo’ 
(WB) and ‘On Trial’ (WB), fair 
$5,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2.100; 25-35)— 
‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) and ‘Secret 
Service’ (WB). Poor $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Godfrey’ (U) and ‘Dark 
House’ (U), (reissues), poor $4,000. 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Clouds Europe’ (Col) and ‘Blind 
Alley’ (Col). Slow $5,000. Last week, 
‘Sun Sets’ (U) and ‘White Room’ (U), 
okay $6,000. 


Seattle Holds Up; Benny’s 
‘Town’ Very Big $9,000 


Seattle, July 4. 

Holiday isn’t figured to make much 
difference at the b.o.s. Many out- 
siders came to town, offsetting those 
urbanites who had the wanderlust 
over the long holiday. Rain is also 
helping theatres. 

Colonial swings back into first- 
runs, two changes weekly, along with 
the announcement of Sterling having 
signed up for Warner pix for coming 
year. 





Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 27-37-42)—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘g.000 Enemies’ (M-G). Moveover 
from Paramount headed for only $1,- 
500. slow. Last week (2) ‘Lincoln 
(20th) and ‘Sorority House’ (RKO), 
six days, slow $1,700. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800: 21-27-32)—‘Broadway Sere- 
nade’ (M-G) and ‘Wuthering Heights 
(UA) (2d run). Anticipate great 
$3.300 in six davs. Last week ‘Bell 
(20th) and ‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G), 
n.s.h. at $2;200. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Trouble Sundown’ (RKO) and ‘Son 
Is Criminal’ (Col), split with ‘Lone 
Ranger’ (Ren) serial and ‘Bov Trou- 
ble’ (Par). Wook for big $2,000. Last 
week, second-runs. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Eversreen) 
(2,349: 27-37-42)—“‘Tnvitation Hanpi- 


ness’ (Par) and “Never Die’ (Par) 
(2d week). Anticinete slow $2,300 in 
four days. Last week, same films, 


d $6.700. 
habertr (J-vH) ¢1.650:; 21-32-42)— 
‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Outside 
Walls’ (Col). Paced for big $6,000. 
Last week ‘Clouds Europe’ (Col) and 
‘Lady Moh’ (Col). moderate $5,700. 

Musie Box (Homrick-Evervreen) 
(850: 27-37-42)—Mr. Chips’ (M-G). 
Bie ballvhoo sending this one to biz 
$6.000. Last week (2d), ‘Ballerina’ 
(Ind). slow $1.100. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.609: 27-27-42)—‘Susannah’ (20th) 
and ‘Made Her Sony’ (RKO). See only 
4.000. mild. WLast week ‘Torzan’ 
(M-G) and ‘Ladies Kentucky’ (Par), 
4.600, okay. 

’ Salceene (Sterling? (1, 50; 16-27- 
37-42)—‘Mountain Rhythm’ (Rep) 
and Unmarried’ (Par), dual plus 
vaude. Indicate big $5.500. Last 
week ‘Streets N. Y.’ (Mono), plus 
vaude, fairish $4.100. 

Paramount (Hamri-l--Everzreen) 
(3.039: 27-37-42 )—‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) and ‘With Murder’ (FN). Ex- 
nect immense $9.900. Last week 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘6900 Enemies’ 
(M-G), second week. $4300. good. 

Rooseve't (Sterlin’) (800; 21-27-32) 
—Dark Victorv’ (WB) and ‘Castles’ 
(RKO) (2d run). Look for big $2.- 
700. Last week ‘Conavest’ (Rep) and 
‘Daughter’ (WB?) (2d week), four 
days, okay $1,100. 


First Runs on Broadway 


Week of July 6 





(Subject to Chanae) 
Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. 
(M-G) (8th wk.). 
Capitol—‘On Borrowed Time’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Criterion—‘Mickey the Kid’ 


Chips’ 





(Rep) (5). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 23) 
Globe—‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 
Music Hall—‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). 
Paramount—‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). 
Rialto—Five 
(RKO) (4). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 21) 
Roxy—‘Second Fiddle’ 
(2d wk.). 
Strand—‘Daughters 
ous’ (WB) (3d wk.). 
Week of July 13 


Came _ Back’ 


(20th) 


Courage- 


Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (9th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Andy Hardy Gets 
Spring Fever’ (M-G) 

Criterion—‘ Bulldog Drum- 


mond’s Bride’ (Par) (12). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 


Music Hall—Man in Iron 
Mask’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 28) 
Paramount-—Man About 
Town’ (Par) (3d wk.). 
Strand—‘Indianapolis Speed- 


way’ (WB) (14). 








‘Kokomo’ Nice $3,000, 
‘Maisie’ $3,609, Lincoln 


Lincoln, July 4. 
Aided by the holiday, biz is better 





Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Across Plains’ (Mono) 
and ‘Big Shot’ (RKO), dual, split 
with ‘Everybody's Doing It’ and 
‘Mountain Rhythm’ (Rep), dual 
Slow first half, but doing well sec- 
ond, for $900 on the week. Last 
week, ‘Smoke Tree Range’ (U) and 
‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO), dual. snli’ 
with ‘Trouble in Sundown’ (RKO) 
and ‘Men Are Such Fools’ (WB) 
dual. Fair $800. 


Lincoln (LTC-Cooner) (1,600: 10- 
20-25 )\—‘Gorilla’ (20th). Fair $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Prison Without Bars’ 
(UA) and ‘Sky Giant’ (RKO), dual, 
split with ‘Newsboys’ Home’ (Mono) 


and ‘Secret Service of Air’ (WB), 
| dual. Bad $1,400. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1.236: 
10-25-40 )—‘Maisie’ (M-G). Doing 


well, $3,600. Last week ‘Invitation’ 
(Par) got $3,200, surprisingly good 
after slow start. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
25-35) —‘Captain Fury’ (UA). Cos- 
tumers don’t go so well here, which 
is hurting some. Will probably fin- 
ish to light $2,900. Last week, 
‘Susannah’ (20th) didn’t do well, 
$2,500. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-20- 
25)—--Kokomo’ (WB). Nice $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Fisherman’s Wharf’ 
(RKO) weakie $1,400. 


than a year ago at this time. | 
ee . A ; 
Maisie’ and ‘Kokomo’ are doing 
nicely. 


B'way Stage Show Houses Lead B.0. C 
Parade; Benny Film-Krupa-Andrews 
Big $60,000, ‘Bachelor Mother’ 100G 





a’ four-day weekend for 
| people, very favorable boxoffice 
weather, some strong shows and a 
heavy tourist invasion are combining 
to send Broadway’s total away up 
the scale this week. Not all shows 
are profiting, however, proving once | 
| again that the mob ferrets out what 
| it wants to see and will stand in line 
|for two hours rather than go else- 
where. 

The majority of theatres got a 
700d start this week, with business 
back to last Wednesday (28), when 
|*‘Man About Town’ 
| Andrews Sisters opened powerfully 
|at the Paramount, goint along at a 


and Gene Krup:- | 


steady clip, The weekend play was} 


better on Saturday than Sunday, 
others the reverse. On Monday (3), 
the first weekday out of school for 
the kids, Broadway was jammed at 


called to maintain order at several 
houses, notably the Paramount and 
| State. A few houses juggled prices 
according to crowds pressing the b.o., 
| but, generally, the usual Monday 
| prices prevailed and the day 
| doubt goes down in history as the 
largest Monday, when not a holiday, 
i that the big town has ever seen. 
At 1 o’clock Monday (3) the Par 
; had drawn 9,100 past its ticket win- 
‘dows. This is a record for the house 
(for all time. The State had 6,509 by 
also tremendous. Mtsic Hall had 
the same figure at that hour. Heavy 
crowds were continuing to push the 
ticket cages yesterday (Tues.) 
| what appeared would ke one of the 
| biggest Fourth’s ever. 
Rg new hish will be cracked by 
it e 


— 


|Cantor’s Camel Caravan show, plus 
‘Wonderful World.’ Indications point 
to $47,000 or very close to that figure. 
Previous high was $44,468, scored by 
Rudy Vallee and ‘Libeled Lady’ 
Thanksgiving week in 1936. Close to 
that was the $44,387 set by Ed Sulli- 
van (columnist) and ‘Captains Cour- 
ageous’ Labor Day week in 1937. 
Cantor did five shows Sunday (2); 
every other day six. He’s in at 50% 
of the gross. 

Right behind the State though not 
cracking a record is the Paramount 
with ‘Man About Town’ and Krupa- 
Andrews, latter a strong jittervo 
draw. House had the best Wednes- 
day opening since the first of the 
year excepting Washington’s birth- 
day which fell on that day, doing 
$38,500. Getting a tremendous week- 


end push, the house last night 
(Tues.) figured to finish at over $60,- 
000. This compares with the record 


of $69,000 set by ‘Wells Fargo’ and 
Fred Waring during New VYear’s 
week in 1937, the best week of any 
year, and at high New Year’s eve 
prices. 

The highly regarded ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ at the Music Hall is soaring 
to a likely $100,000, with this house 
a natural for the visiting firemen. 
Two remaining stage-show houses on 
Broadway, the Roxy and Strand, are 
cutting up the balance of the Fourth 
of July melon. ‘Second Fiddle,’ at 
the former, looks $40,000, all risht 
but not big, and by comparison the 











Philly Up; ‘Chips’ Strong $20,000, 
But Naughty -Vaude Weak $17,500 





Philadelphia, July 4. 
Long holiday weekend plus clear 
and not overly-warm weather gave 


product—a boost. 
current, however, oddly enough, are 
at the top and bottom of the scale. 

While ‘Chips’ at the Boyd is no 
surprise with tip-top gross, Jack 
Benny’s ‘Man About Town’ is a dis- 
appointment, 

‘Chips’ is certain of twe more 
weeks, winding up its initial stanza 
tonight (Tuesday). The Benny pic- 
ture hadn’t completed its first day 
(Friday) before it was cancelled as a 
holdover possibility and arrange- 
ments were made to shoot another 
film in when it completes its teeoff 
canto on Thursday (6). ‘ 

The vaudfilm Fox, with a medium 
strong bill, is not highly gratifying, 
but will do, while the Earle, with 
‘6,000 Enemies,’ is being pushed into 
the money by the Louis-Galento fight 
picture. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G). Waddling in gold at 
$20,000 and assured of at least two 
more sessions. Last week ‘Invita- 
tion’ (Par) (2d week) pulled okay 
$8.600 


Earle (WB) (2.758: 26-32-42)— 





! not the feature that’s doing it. 


‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) plus fight pic- 
tures. Clicking off the best fizures 
in weeks at $7,000 and it’s evidently 


Philly deluxers—aided by some nice | 
Two major films | 


Last ; 


week ‘Kokomo’ (WB) n.g. $5,500. 
| ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ in Friday (7). 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB) with Bruce 
Cabot, Milt Britton orch and Bea 
Wain on stage. Okay layout but 
only mediocre at the b.o. with $17.- 
500. Last week ‘Susannah’ (20th), 
with Tommy Riggs and Rachel Cor- 
ley for the flesh draw, weak $17,000. 
‘Borrowed Time’ and Clyde McCoy 
orch due Friday, 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 32-42-57)— 
‘Invitation’ (Par) (2d run). Getting 
an extra two days. Shallow $4,300 
for session after ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) (2d 
run) was yanked following five days 
to poor $2,300. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42) — 

Doing well 


‘Juarez’ (WB) (3d run). 
at $5,600 despite 33 prior days in 
town, Last week ‘Washington 
Square’ (20th) (3d run) also satis- 
factory at $5.500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Par). Surprise 
at near bed-rock $12,500 and certain 
of no second week with ‘Daughters 
Courageous’ (WB) already booked to 
open Friday (7). Last week ‘Capt. 
Fury’ (UA) got nine days for medi- 
ocre $14,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 26-32-42)— 
‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) (2d run). Doing 
better here than on the first gallop, 
$6,000. Last week ‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d 
week of 2d run) looked good at 
} $4,800 with 26 days in town behind it. 





unusually strong, some houses doing | 


4 | Than Desire,’ 
an early hour, and police had to be} 
| over 


no | 
| somewhat 


1 
| 


| 
| 


for | (M-G) (8th weck). 


most Strand is better on its second lap of 


‘Daughters Courageous’ and Sammy 
Kaye. Seating only 2,767 and unable 
to handle the big crowds other thea- 
tres can, including that it doesn’t 
have the lobby space to clear ’em off 


the street lines, the Strand is still 
unusually firm at around $35,000 on 
its holdover. 

The managerial theory that the 
| visitors during the Fair and at other 
times search out the theatres having 
stage shows, again is confirmed by 
the figures. A notable excention is 
‘Mr. Chips,’ at the bandbox Astor, 
which strongly incressed pace to 


finish its seventh week Monday nicht 
(3) at close to $16,000. This is with- 
in a stone’s throw of the _ initial 
week’s gross of $16,500. 
Disannointers in the strairht pic- 
ture column are headed by ‘Stronger 
Even with a holiday 
hypo. it won't get the Capitol 
$7,009, terrible. Criterion is 
also down with ‘Grand Jurv Secrets.’ 
probably not over $5,000. but the 
Globe is doing all ristht with ‘Hell's 
Kitchen’ at around $8,000. 
Galento-Louis fitht nictures helped 
at both the second-run 
Palace and the Rialto but nothing 
sensational. Both houses moved in 
new pictures yesterdav (Tues.) for 
the holiday, Rialto with ‘Five Came 
Back’ and Palace with ‘Juarez’ and 
‘Zero Hour’ on a twin bill. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65) — ‘Chips’ 
Speeded up on 
the seventh week ending Monday 
night (3) to finish at close to $16,000, 


as 


; compared with $16,500 the very first 


second-run State with Eddie| week of the picture. 





Holiday ys- 
terday (Tues.) inaugurated the 
eighth week. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G). 
They’re passing this one up all 
around, $7,000 tops, bad. Last week, 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) also very disappoint- 
ing, less than $12,000. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—Grand 
Jury Secrets’ (Par). It takes more 
than what this ‘B’ has to fight pres- 
ent competition; about $5,000 will be 
all. Last week, ‘SOS, Tidal Wave’ 
(Rep), a little better but not enough, 
$5,500. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55) ‘Hell’s 
Kitchen’ (WB). Ideal type film for 
this secondary first run and maybe 
$8,000, good. May hold. Last week, 
‘Black Limelight’ (Alliance), $6,000, 
fair enough for the end of June. 


. 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) —‘Juarez’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Zero Hour’ 
(Rep) (ist run), coupled. Opened 


yesterday morning (Tues.). ‘Lincoln’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘They Asked for 
It?’ (U) (ist run), dualed, with the 
fight pictures, went only five days at 
$7,500. Much of that gross attributed 
to the Galento-Louis fistic films. In 
aliead, ‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) (2d run) 
and ‘Naughty, but Nice’ (WB) (lst 
run), $7,000. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Man About Town’ (Par) and Gene 
Kruva (2d week). Begins holdover 
today (Wed.) after socking through 
to more than $60,000 on the first 
seven days, immense. Record under 
the policy is $69,000, on a New 
Year’s week two years back. Third 
week of ‘Invitation to Happiness’ 
(Par) and Harry James, plus Jane 
Froman, a good money-making show, 
was $25,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,989: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) and stage show (Ist week). 
The Ginger Rogers starrer is push- 
ing forward with great leaps to hit 
fine $100,000, and will hold over.’ 
Plenty out-of-town trade bein 
grabbed here. Last week ‘Good Girls 
(Col) finished at $84.000, good. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Five Came 
Back’ (RKO) opened here yesterday 
morning (Tues.) after a week of 
‘Girl and Gambler’ (RKO), which 
had the fight films from Thursday on 
to help for $6,500. Behind that 
‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) (revival) stayed 
only three days, getting a bare $2,000. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Second 
Fiddle’ (20th) and stage show. Might 
get to $40,000, okay but considerably 
under hopes for a July 4 week. A 
broadcast on the picture four days, 
in advance of the opening appar- 
ently didn’t mean anything at the 
b.o. Hceuse is holding film although 
not a fast pacer on the first week. 
Last week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) fiound- 
ered, less than $25,000. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) —‘Wonderful 
World’ (M-G) (2d run) and Eddie 
Cantor revue. Will get $47.000 or 
close, a new high for the stand. Last 
week here, ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d 
run) and Bert Wheeler with Red 
Nichols, nearly $20,000, fair enough. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye (2d week). Potent 
business-getter for the smallest of 
Broadway’s stage-show houses and 
looks $35,000 or thereabouts this 
week, good. The initial seven days 
was $45,000, very big for this time 





of the year. Current show goes a 
third week. 
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‘Career’ Draws 75,000 
To Des Momes Preem 
And ‘Gateway’ Finals 


By BARNEY OLDFIELD 


Des Moines, July 4. 

‘Career,’ a B flick, was given an A 
fanfare here (1-2). 

Kicked off with a boom, about 75,- 
000 people figuring in the initial 
greeting at station (1) and during 
the 5-mile parade, which covered the 
biz districts of both East Des Moines | 
and the city proper. 


First day the Hollywooders figured 
in a luncheon at Younkers, the 
town’s elite spot, presented trophies 
to winners of the national collegiate 
golf tourney, were banqueted at the 
Hotel Ft. Des Moines, and danced 
with 23,000 in Drake Stadium to 
Glen Gray, while on Sunday (2) 
there was the Jesse L. Lasky’s ‘Gate- 
way to Hollywood’ finals via CBS, 
with 4,700 onlookers in Shrine audi- 
torium, and the premiere in the 
Paramount and Orpheum with about 
3,700 laying out $2.24 each. 


Honors were heaped on Phil and 
Mrs. Stong, Joy Hodges, James Elli- 
son, and Mrs. Bob Palmer, wife of 
RKO’s top caster, all Iowans. 


About 25 newspapermen, from as 
far east as Chicago and as far west 
as Wichita, Kans., were on hand. 
Wire fileace ran close to 18,000 words | 
on the two days. 

Yeomen chore was done in fanning 
Register-Tribune into an RKO house 
organ by Louis J. Allemann and 
Charles Levy, 
ground two weeks. 

RKO’s_ special from Hollywood 
carried Jean Hersholt, Anne Shirley, 
Jimmy and Mrs. Ellison, Marjorie 
Reynolds, Peggy Carroll, Joy 
Hodges, Dorothy Lovett, Leon Errol, 
Roscoe Ates, Bob and Mrs. Palmer, 
Leigh Jason, Barbara Read, Jesse L. 
Lasky, John Archer, Alice Eden, 
Randolph Rogers, Lowell Thompson, 
Bobby and Michael Breen, Edward 
Ellis, Phil and Mrs. Stong, David 
Broekman, Ben Baranblatt, with 
Linn Unkerfer and Frank Healy of 
publicity and radio relations. 

Coming by way of Frisco was the 
CBS group, including the eight 
‘Gateway to Hollywood’ finalists, 
Marilyn Louis, Robert Shackleton, 
Germaine Wiijen, Norman Russell, 
Barbara Louise Smith, Kirby Grant, 
Dorothy Howe, and Harry Stafford, 
with Ken Niles, Paul Snell, Sterling 
Tracy, and Gwen Streator. 

Patricia Ellis joined the eastern 
contingent in Chicago to come on 
and swell the personality list. In 
the eastern segment were Ralph 
Rolan, Cresson Smith, S. Barret Mc- 
Cormick, Arthur Willi, Walter Bran- 
son, Chicago; Mickey Goldhammer 
and Fay Dressel, Minneapolis; Sher- 
man Fitch, Sioux Falls; Russ Egner, 
Omaha; Tommy Thompson, Kaycee, 
and R. V. Nolan. 


PARAMOUNT LIKES THE 











SPECIAL PREEM IDEA’ 


Special premieres of high-bracket 
pictures on the 1939-40 schedule, in 
selected keys and along lines of the 
‘Union Pacific’ opening in Omaha 
though probably not on such an 
elaborate scale, is planned by Para- 
mount. Bob Gillham has taken the 
matter up on the Coast and, on ar- 
riving in New York today (Wed.), 
is expected to further the special 
premiere plans with Neil F. Agnew 
and others. 

New season’s pictures that are 
presently figured for special preems 
in a selected key include ‘Ruler of 
the Seas,’ ‘Geronimo, ‘Disputed 
Passage,’ ‘Starmaker’ and probably 
‘Beau Geste.’ 


Booklet of Stills Popular 


Oklahoma City, July 4. 

Termed by E. A. Patchen, adver- 
tising manager of Standard Theatres 
as the most popular giveaway the 
firm has used, is a new ‘Souvenir 
Scenes’ booklet show:ng stilis from 
forthcoming summer pictures at 
Standard houses. Patchen noticed 
that patrons kept the booklets to 
take home after being given them at 
the theatres as none was found 
strewn on city sireeis. 

Reason was neat size, 3x6, and ex- 
ecllent printing job on heavy coated 
stock. 


who were on the}: 








OW MANSHI 


By John C. Flinn 





When Jack Cohn invited a few friends who had been 
in the film industry for 25 years to meet with him and 
discuss the possibilities of a permanent organization, 


dedicated more or less to the highly commendable 
mission of fostering friendliness, he had in mind that 
perhaps a score of ‘old-timers’ would take to the idea. 
More than 100 attended the first meeting in New York 
the other evening at the Barberry Room, East 52d 
street. The group formed the Picture Pioneers, with 
the avowed purpose of meeting informally at least 
twice a year, probably to acknowledge publicly the 
industry’s debt to some of its earlier showmen. 


There was no special guest at the first meeting, 
which was a gay and pleasant gathering. Cohn acted 
as toastmaster and Joe Hornstein provided some 
hilarious entertainment in the nature of an old-time 
stereopticon show, in course of which some of the 
members saw themselves in reproduced photographs 
of a quarter of a century ago. Illustrated songs of the 
kind sung in nickelodeons provided mirth, noise and 
some uncertain harmony. Speeches were brief, and 
several of them pleasantly nostalgic. 


In the cocktail room was an exhibit consisting of 
two theatre projection machines, the contrast of which 
more eloquently told of the film industry, past and 
present, than any of the speakers were able to suggest 
by words. The smaller of the machines was an Edison 
Kinetoscope, of the type successfully used in film thea- 
tres about the turn of the century. It stands about 24 
inches in height, has a film-reel at its peak from which, 
by hand propulsion, the film was drawn through simple 
mechanism and discharged into a cloth bag, suspended 
underneath the apparatus. Near this crude machine 
was placed a modern film projector and sound repro- 
ducer. It was another visualization of the ‘old and 
the new,’ the type of exhibit that has »ecome familiar, 
but always interesting, to a generation which has lived 
through the industrial revolution. 


INVENTIVE PIONEERS 


Edison invented the Kinetoscope In 1893, and in the 
same year that he filed patents in Washington, Louis 
and August Lumiere invented their Cinematographe 
in France. An English inventor, Robert W. Paul, in 
1896, perfected a projector which he called the The- 
atrograph, later the Animatograph. These were the 
pioneer machines. 


It was interesting to listen to comments of American 
film men, many of whom professed intimate acquain- 
tance with the Kinetoscope. Some of them gave prac- 
tical demonstration of their familiarity with the 
mechanism by illustrating the manner in which in- 
genious early theatre operators made improvements 
to suit peculiar needs. All agreed that it was neces- 
sary to borrow a few clothespins from the family 
laundry which were used to capture the loose film 
ends before the strips disappeared in the cloth bags. 
Thus the operator, leaving his position near the crank, 





slipped into the aperture a glass slide reading, ‘One 
Minute, Please.’ 

Not a bad text for the present day streamlined film 
industry to contemplate, ‘One Minute, Please,’ might 
be devoted profitably to measure the distance picture 
business has traveled since the Kinetoscope first created 
the illusion of motion in photography. One might 
marvel at the technical excellence which has brought 
the medium to current development, that has made it 
possible to displace the nickelodeon by the modern 
film theatre. 

Gigantic is the business structure, but greater is the 
contribution of films to the national life, to the en- 
lightenment of millions and to international under- 
standing. In view of the trend in world affairs, per- 
haps, too much might be said for films as a pacifier of 


nationalistic greed and ambition, but none will deny | 


the potency of the medium. 


TALKING A COAST BRANCH 


Had the Picture Pioneers been founded in Hellywood 
(Cohn declared a branch of the organization will be 
set up there soon), talk at the tables no doubt would 
have revolved around the early days of production. 
Despite the fact that film producing began in New 
York and Chicago before the California sunshine in- 
trigued Col. Bill Selig, Francis Boggs and Tom Parsons, 
who went to the Coast in 1907 to make some exterior 
shots for ‘The Count of Monte Cristo,’ reminiscence at 
the New York meeting was confined chiefly to the birth 
and growth of exhibition. 

From the beginning the store-show thrived in big 
city neighborhoods. The firmly established and higher 
priced legitimate theatre fiourished in downtown sec- 
tions of cities. Vaudeville houses had main stem loca- 
tions. Films went to the customers in outlying sec- 
tions. The foundation of the business was built solidly 
on American family trade. It rests on that buttress to- 
day, half a century since the first Kinetoscope clicked 
smoothly. 

Scanning more recent years, one views with some 
misgivings the current trend in the business where 
most emphasis is placed on the prodrcing of films, 
and the fine art of theatre showmanship has been rele- 
gated to a secondary position. 

It was not always so, and a true estimate of the con- 
tribution which some of the earlier exhibitors made 
to the industry has yet to be properly valued. Sid 
Grauman, in California, and S. L. (Roxy) Rothafel, in 
New York, raised the standards of exhibition to such 
heights that the task of keeping pace with marketing 
was a spur and inspiration to every producer. During 
the period when films made their greatest bid for pub- 
lic recognition and support, the theatre man held the 
dominant place in the business. 

Picture Pioneers promise much constructive good as 
a forum for exchange of liberal thought and ideas of 
the film biz. An organization committee was appointed 
consisting of Marvin H. Schenck, George J. Schaefer, 
Herman Robbins, Joe Hornstein, Harry Brandt and 
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was able to speed up the rewinding, 





meanwhile having 


Harry D. Buckley. 
Next meeting some time in the autunin. 








Minneapotis, July 4. 

Local record for number of theatre 
tie-ups was smashed during the Bob 
Hope engagement at the Orpheum, 
with Bill Sears, theatre manager, 
and Mack Millar, ahead of Hope, 
taking the bows. 

Hope participated in an exhibition 
golf match at the Trans-Mississippi 
women’s tournament, tossed out the 
ball at a benefit baseball game that 
drew a9,000 attendance and appeared 
on a number of radio programs. The 
American Legion met him on his 
arrival and paraded to his hotel with 
him. They had a night for him at 
the theatre and he was their guest 
of honor at a banquet. 

Local newspaper columnists were 
exceedingly generous in their men- 
tions of Hope. 


United Artists Seeks 
Kitchener Veterans 


United Artists used the public 
notices section of the N. Y. Times 
last week to herald the metro- 
politan opening of Alexander Kor- 
da’s ‘Four Feathers, which is cue in- 
to the Music Hall in August. 

Stunt was in the form of a two- 
inch advertisement asking for names 
and addresses of surviving veterans 
of the British Expeditionary Force 
in Egypt in 1898 and also for Fu- 
siliers and Grenadiers who served 
with Lord Kitchener at Khartoum. 

Veterans will attend the opening 
in uniforms they wore 40 years 
ago. 


Talent Search in Wichita 


Wichita, July 4. 

Civic theatre has imported Gran- 
ville Hull from Chicago to handle a 
13-week series of talent auditions. 
Final winner will be sent to Holly- 
wood for a series of film tests at the 
| Paramount studios. 

Each Tuesday night’s winner at the 
theatre receives $10. Stunt has 
proved a solid hypo to the boxoffice. 





Golf, Baseball, Parade: [BLONDES STILL HAVE | Midwest Bathin 
Bob Hope a Busy Actor | THAT BOXOFFICE PULL 





| Minneapolis, July 4. 

Males blocked the traffic to get a 
view of blondes entering the Cen- 
tury theatre after Charlie Zinn an- 
nounced through the press that the 
first 100 of the fair-tressed maidens 
entering his showhouse the first day 
of ‘Maisie’ (M-G) would be admitted 
free, 

It was quite a show outside the 
theatre for members of the sterner 
sex who apparently prefer blondes 
and stood around the box-office get- 
ting eye-fulls. 


Par to Show ‘Citizen’ 
To Nation’s Governors 


Lincoln, July 4. 

Par plans to boot ‘Leading Citizen’ 
into national notoriety the last week 
in July by a series of special preview 
showings in the 48 state capitals with 
each state’s governor as the honor 
guest. 

Arrangements are being made by 
exchange managers, who know the 
inside on the politico situash, and in 
which houses to spot the previews. 
In some cases, as here, it will mean 
the house honored will be a second 
run spot which will not get pic on 
the screen until 90 days after the 
first run. Happens in this instance, 
and probably will in others, that the 
second runner is the industry’s lob- 
byist and sits at the governor’s right 
hand. 


Ashcraft’s Stunt Backfires 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

Jim Ashcraft, Metro exploiteer, 
thought he had a great idea for a 
stunt on ‘Mr. Chips.’ He invited the 
city’s 10 oldest school teachers to be 
his guest at a showing of the film 
at the Boyd. 

Stunt flopped, however. The 10 
oldest oldies wouldn’t reveal their 
ages. 








g Girls 
Compete for A.C. Test 


Kansas City, July 4. 

Advent of the swimming season 
has given Jim Long, of the Plaza, 
deluxe subsequent run house, chance 
to cash in on the good old standby 
bathing beauty contest. Staged one 
with girl entries last week and an- 
other with male contestants follow- 
ing. 

Contest involved tie-ups with other 
nabe houses of the Fox Midwest cir- 
cuit, which also operates the Plaza, 
in conjunction with national contest 
with finals in Atlantic City. Larger 
Fox nabes had earlier preliminary 
contests, seven of whom competed 
at Plaza for title of ‘Miss Kansas 
City.” Winner later competes in con- 
test for title of ‘Miss Missouri’ who 
will represent state in the national 
strut. 

Juanita Duncan, 17-year old North- 
east high student, carried off honors 
as ‘Miss Ashland,’ and becomes ‘Miss 
Kansas City.’ 





Zoo Lions Yawn At 
Tarzan, But That’s Copy 


Pittsburgh, July 4. 

Most unusual preview site on rec- 
ord was picked by WB in connection 
with showing of ‘Tarzan Finds A 
Son’ at the Stanley when publicity 
department decided to screen the 
picture at the zoo here. Audience 
consisted of two lions, a couple of 
psychologists and a few newspaper- 
men. Idea was to see what reaction 
kings of jungle showed to some of 
the film’s more exciting sequences. 

From that standpoint, the stunt was 
a flop. Lions simply looked, didn’t 
come through with a single roar and 
just sat back on their hind legs and 
yawned. 

However, from a publicity angle, 
the behavior of the lions was all to 
the good. Gave the stunt a humor- 
ous twist, made better reading and 
theatre collected several columns of 
space on the disinterested lions in 
the local gazettes. 





_ 


Talbert Making Bid 


For Family Trade 
By Careful Booking 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 4, 
Exploitation at feur Wilby-Kincey 
houses is hitting a new high with 
hopes hot weather lull won't strike 





| at the box office as heavily as pre- 


vious. 

Carolina and State are stepping 
out with major portion of stunts and 
good will build-ups. 

Policy of Bob Talbert, city man- 
ager, is to keep shows on clean, 
wholesome basis with a strong slant 
toward family entertainment. Such 
pix as ‘Hardy’ and ‘Jones’ series and 
others of similar type get stout bill- 
ings and favorable play dates and 
cream of Disney and other animated 
cartoons are being booked, also 
‘March of Time,’ ‘Strange as It 
Seems’ and musical shorts. Stage 
shows are being booked steadily 
again but Talbert always takes a 
prior gander at some out-of-town 
spot and cuts down on blue stuff 
heavily, applying wraps if needed, 

Buddy Turner, assistant manager, 
successfully used two Great Danes 
with an appropriately costumed 
keeper in charge for an about town 
parade advancing ‘Hound of the 
Baskervilles.’ Stunt was very effec- 
tive, man and dogs attracting much 
attention in business districts. 


N. Y. FAIR TRIPS AS 
PRIZES TO AUDIENCES 


Ohio Paramount theatres, operated 
by Tracy Barham, will give away 12 
round-trip, all-expense tours to the 
New York World's Fair, under a tie- 
up with local merchants, as a box- 
office stimulant. 

With the plan in mind recently, 
Barham decided to make a survey of 
his territory to determine the in- 
terest locals had in going to the Fair. 
He had his managers sound out 
people, mostly persons they knew, 
to get a line on what was planned 
for vacations this summer. Star- 
tling result of the survey~ was that 
less than 2% were planning to visit 
the N. Y. Fair on vacation. 

Barham decided to go ahead any- 
way. Under the tieup with local 
merchants, coupons are given with 
purchases which when presented 
with an admission to the theatres 
entitles the holder to a chance in the 
drawings. 


Good Campaign Ideas 
In ‘Daughters’ Press Book 


Stunts, stories, ads and accessories 
are contained in a large press book 
on Warner Bros.’ ‘Daughters Courae 
geous’ which the home oflice adver- 
tising and publicity department is 
distributing to exhibitors this week. 

Cover of the book illustrates the 
handling of the art, title and selling 
copy as related to the previous, 
‘Four Daughters.’ Inside are trade 
press quotes which point to the busi- 
ness potentialities of the picture 
above that of ‘Four Daughters.’ 
Highlights of the New York Strand’s 
campaign are presented. Because of 
the success of the ‘Four Daughters’ 
serialization, it was decided to incore 
porate one on ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
in the campaign. 

An easy six-day contest which 
points up several situation highlights 
of the picture and is an interesting 
newspaper feature, is also outlined. 
The remainder of the book proper 
carries accessories and posters for 

isplays and general ballyhoo. 

A twelve page advertising section 
presents a variety of ads for use in 
all situations and for large and small 
budgets. The ads play up the ‘Four 
Daughters’ cast with special em- 
phasis on John Garfield, the Lane 
Sisters and Gale Page. 


Ripley 40 Years in Biz 
Boston, July 4. 

Ralph Ripley, manager of the Cod- 
mon Square theatre in Dorchester, 
Mass., observed his 40th year in show 
business and his 40th wedding anni- 
versary as guest of honor ai a testi- 
monial luncheon in Cohasset. 

Party was thrown by the M & P 
home office execs and a group of 
theatre managers. Harry Wasserman, 
the district manager, was _ toast- 
master. 
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Hope- Maisie’ Snappy 426 in OK Chi, 


PICTURE GROSSES 








Armstrong Ups ‘Missing Daughters 
To Fine $15,000, Lawyer -Vaude 136 








Chicago, July 4. 

Business is on the hop all through 
the downtown area this week in spite 
of the holiday week-end, which is 
sending thousands out of town. How- 
ever, the week-end is also bringing 
in thousands, and besides, the down- 
town theatres have put their bibs 
and tickers on, with the result that 
the box offices are getting consider- 
able play with strong attractions. 

Stage show houses have the best 
of the going currently, with the three 
remaining vaude houses, the Chi- 
cago, State-Lake and Oriental, all 
presenting magnet lineups. Fourth 
vaudfilmer, the Palace, darkened on 
Thursday (29) and will remain 
shuttered until nearly Labor Day, 
according to jresent indications. 
However, there’s a likelihood that 
the other dark loop house, United 
Artists, will reopen in a couple of 
weeks, with ‘Andy Hardy Has Spring 
Fever’ as its initial offering. 

Bob Hope on the stage of the Chi- 
cago and the Louis Armstrong or- 
chestra on the stage of the State- 
Lake are both standout draws. Ori- 
ental has a girl unit on its rostrum, 
and is putting the show over on its 
flash advertising. : 

‘Chips’ has proved big winner and 
indicates a long stay at the Apollo, 
where last week it broke ‘Pygmalion’ 
opening week record. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Chips’ (M-G) (2d week). Indicated 
$11,000, good. Last week smash 
$13,600. 

Chicazge (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
*Maisie’ (M-G) and stage show. Bob 
Hope personal is the primary attrac- 
tion this week, and combination looks 
headed for big $42,000. Last week 
‘Invitation’ (Par) nifty $31,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Invitation’ (Par) (2d run). Looks 
for okay $6,000. Last week ‘Juarez’ 
(WB) completed four weeks in the 
loop to splendid $4,200. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
“Society Lawyer’ (M-G) and ‘Revue 
Glorified’ unit on stage. Single fea- 
ture this week as opposed to regular 
dual policy. Going to $13,000, all 
Tight. Last week ‘3 Smart Girls’ (U) 
and ‘Baskervilles’ (20th) turned in 
excellent $14,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
House now dark and due to reopen 
around Labor Day. Last week ‘Sun 
Never Sets’ (U) wound up with poor 
$12,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 

5)—‘Tarzan’ (M-G). New jungle 
flicker staried fairly well and indi- 
eates $12,000, good. Last week the 
ae ‘Angels’ (Col) managed fair 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
Missing Daughters’ (Col) and Louis 
Armstrong orchestra on stage. Strict- 
ly ‘Satchmo’ who’s doing the biz and 
hopping the register to fine $15,000, 
best in long time. Last week ‘Win- 
ner Take All’ (20th), good at $12,200. 


CHIPS,” $38,000, 
STACKS HIGH 
IN HUB 


—___— 





Boston, July 4. 
‘Goodbye Mr, my is the hello, 
tosperity’ of the Hub this week, 
ith everything else trailing in the 
ot sun and the exodus to the coun- 
try for the long weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) (3d run) and 
Jane Arden’ (WB) (2d run), dual, 
One day; ‘Made Spy’ (RKO) (ist 
Tun) and ‘Wife’s Relations’ (Rep) 
2d run), double, three days; ‘Big 
Own Czar’ (U) and ‘Girl Mexico’ 
(RKO) (both Ist run), three days, 
ual Aiming at average $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Culver’ (U) (2d run) and 
qeckie Cop’ (RKO) (lst run), dual, 
three days; ‘Conquest’ (Rep) and 
ov et Service’ (WB) (2d run), dual, 
Tee days; ‘Dodge City’ (WB) (3d 
Tun) and ‘Jane Arden’ (WB) (2d 
~~. dual, one day, okay $5,900. 
55) nay, (M & P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
Und Invitation Happiness’ (Par) and 
bt sreover Doctor’ (Par) (both 2d 
mint N.s.h. $4,500 indicated. Last 
NY” Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Streets 
he A (Mono), $5,000. 
: Keith Memorial (RK 
—" 2 Sun Sets’ (L. 
$ Baby’ (20th). Unexcitine at 
on $12,500. Last week, ‘Mikado’ 
dl (2d wk) and ‘Love Money’ (U) 
J wk), dandy $13,000. 
35-49 go eelitam (M & P) (4,367; 25- 
-55)—‘Man About Town’ (Par) 


‘2,907; 25- 
id ‘Every- 


and ‘Grand te § (Par). On the tepid 
side at $13,000. Last week, ‘Susannah’ 


— and ‘Chan’ (20th), $13,500, 
air. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Parents 
Trial’ (Col). Tremendous summer 


grosser; headed for $21,000. Last week 
‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) and 
mies’ (M-G), dandy $17,000. 
Paramount (M & P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par) 
and ‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par) (both 
2d run). Pale $6,500. Last week, 
‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Streets N. Y.’ 
(Mono), $6,000, poor. 

Scollay (M & P) (2,538; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Kokomo’ 
(WB) (both 2d run). Medium $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Prison Bars’ (UA) (2d 
run) and ‘Like it Hot’ (Par) (2d 
run), pallid $4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Parents Trial’ 
(Col). Very big $17,000 promised. 
Last week, ‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) and 
‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G), $13,000, good. 


‘BRIDAL - VAUDE 
NEAT $13,000 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, July 4. 

Comfortable weather and influx of 
holiday trade from nearby rural re- 
gions are offsetting general exodus 
of towners occasioned by four-day 
stretch-out of the Fourth. Laying on 
the stage portion in liberal style, the 
combo Hipp with Harry James’ orch 
topping vaude, plus pic of Galento- 
Louis fracas bolstering ‘Bridal Suite,’ 
is taking a commanding lead. 

‘The Sun Never Sets’ is doing nice- 
ly at Keith’s and rest of town is just 
riding behind uneventfully. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-46)—‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G). Not 
getting far at $5,500. Last week, 








$5,900. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Bridal Suite’ 


(M-G). Getting support from stage 
lineup and Galento-Louis fight film. 
Taking big town lead with satisfying 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Like It Hot’ 
(Par) plus Duke Ellington’s orch, 
fairish $10,300. d 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,205; 15- 
25-35-40 )—‘Sun Sets’ (U). Maintain- 
ing steady pace, with okay $8,000 the 
possible count. Last week, third of 
‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par), added 
$3,700 to previous total of $9,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Susannah’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Forcing py holiday period with 
continued mild reaction at b.o. Mak- 
ing way Thursday (6) for ‘Stolen 
Life’ (Par) after chalking up indi- 
cated tepid total of $5,800 for 12-day 
run; far short of previous Temples. 

Stanley (*7B) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Naughty Nice’ (WB) plus ‘Sons 
of Liberty’ (WB). Attracting some 
mild attention to $6,000. Last week 
‘Juarez’ (WB), wound up bullish 
three-week run to rosy grand total 
of $23,200. 


Omaha OK; ‘Man’ Socko 





Omaha, July 4. 

Despite the holiday, grosses are up. 
‘Man About Town’ packing them in 
at the Omaha. ‘Never Say Die’ and 
Ella Logan on stage, at the Orpheum, 
good with prices tilted for the combo. 

Local parks and recreation centers 
still giving plenty of Sunday and hol- 
iday competish. 

Estimates for This Week 


Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-950-600; 10-25)—‘Union 
Pacific’ (Par) (2d run) split with 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G) and 
‘Within the Law’ (M-G), dual. ‘Pa- 
cific, milked dry downtown; see good 
$1,700. Last week, ‘3 Smart Girls 
(U) and ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), dual, split 
with ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) and 
‘Drummond Secret Police’ (Par), 
dual, weak $1,600. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Good Girls’ (Col) and 
‘Parents Trial’ (Col), dual. Louis- 
Galento fight pictures helping to 
$5,000, nice. Last week, ‘Mikado’ (U) 
and ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col), dual, 

ll $5,200. 
ent (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) and ‘Arden’ 





916; ‘Die’-Logan $14,500 


(WB), dual. Socko $9,500. Last week, | 





VARIETY 8 








‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Winner Take 
All’ (20th), dual, $7,000, weakish. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 15-35-55) 
—Never Say Die’ (Par) and Ella 
Logan heading stage show. Holiday 
helping to $14,500, nice. Last week, 
‘Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘King of China- 
town’ (Par), dual, cooled rapidly for 
$8,500, still good. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Renegade Trail’ (Par), ‘Spy Hunt’ 
(Col), ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA), 
triple, split with ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par). Heading for $1,600, ordinary. 


Last week, ‘Racketeers Range’ 
(RKO), ‘Wong’ (Mono), ‘3 Smart 
Girls’ (U), triple, split with ‘Nazi 


Spy’ (WB), ‘Topper Takes Trip’ 
(UA), ‘Wife, Husband’ (20th), triple. 
Good $1,700. 








‘att GIRLS - ‘CLOUDS 
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_ FAIR 126 DET: 
‘MAN $11,500 


Detroit, July 4. 
Big July 4 exodus putting hefty 
| strain on theatres currently. It’s 
\tossup between town’s two large 
| houses, the Fox, playing ‘Good Girls 
|Go to Paris,’ and ‘Clouds Over Eu- 
| rope’ plus Louis-Galento fight pic- 
‘tures, and the Michigan showing 
| dere About Town’ dualed with ‘Un- 
| 
| 








dercover Doctor.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700;30-40)— 
‘Susannah’ (2d run) (20th) and ‘Bas- 
kervilles’ (20th) (2d run), dual, plus 
Louis-Galento fight pictures. Headed 
for fair $4,500. Last week same 
for ‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Blind Alley’ 
(Col), both second run. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 35-40- 
55)—‘Good Girls’ (Col) and ‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ (UA), dual, plus Louis- 
Galento fight films. Looks like $12,- 


000, fair, Last week $11,800 for ‘Su- 
—— (20th) and ‘Baskervilles’ 
( ; 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


30-40-65) —“Man About Town’ (Par) 
plus ‘Undercover Doctor’ (Rep), 
dual. Paced for moderate $11,500. 


Last week ‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) and 
‘Kokomo’ (WB) got fair $11,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-50)—‘Kokomo (WB) and 
‘Zero Hour’ (Rep), dual, Looks like 
around $5,000, mediocre. Last stanza 
very disappointing $4,400 for ‘Invi- 
tation’ (Par) (2d run) and ‘Heritage 
of Desert’ (Par), former being moved 
| here after good sesh at Michigan. 


| CONEY CLIPS B’KLYN 











‘Maisie’ (M-G), fared a bit better at) Beach Draws, but Pix Blah; ‘Lincoln’ 


Fair $16,000 





Brooklyn, July 4. 
Exodus from City of Churches had 
some effect on downtown deluxers 
during Independence Day weekend. 
There’s an abundance of historical 


i 





Merc Climbs, L.A. Dips, Beiches Teo! 
Tough Opposish; Kokomo in 2 Spots 


Tepid $16,500, 


Good Girls’ NSC 166 





films on screens, with Fabian Para- 
mount holding ‘Juarez’ third stanza 
to okay results. RKO Albee has 
‘Young Mr. Lincoln,’ which snared 
excellent notices, but is disappoint- 
ing at b.o. 

Major magnet over weekend was 
Coney Island. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Mr. Lin- 
coln’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ (20th), dual. 
Good reviews, but no great shakes | 
at b.o. Fair $16,000. Last week, | 
‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) and ‘Love or 
Money’ (U), mild $14,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Clouds Over 
Europe’ (Col) and ‘Gracie Allen’s 
Murder’ (Par), dual. Quiet $14,500. 
Last week, ‘Blind Alley’ (Col) and 
‘Naughty, Nice’ (WB), poor $13,500. 


Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Tell No 
Tale’ (M-G) and ‘Zenobia’ (UA), 
dual. Satisfactory $15,000. Last 


week, ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) and 
‘Kid from Texas’ (M-G) (2d week), 
nice $15,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘Secret Service’ 
(WB) (3d week). Satisfactory $15,- 
000. Last week fine $17,000. 


Holiday Socks Prov.; 
‘Desire’ Dual $10,000 


Providence, July 4. 

Main stemmers can’t hope to do 
their celebrating until after the 
Fourth. Hot weather sent most of the 
crowds out of town and many others 
went to the beaches. ‘Stronger Than 
Desire,’ at the State, is holding its 
own, 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Could 
Happen’ (20th) (2d run), dual. Fair- 
ish $2,000. Last week “Tarzan’ (M-G) 
and ‘Panama Patrol’ (2d run), dual, 
speeded in stretch for good $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Nancy Drew’ 
(WB), dual. Paced at hopeful $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) and 
‘Could Happen’ (20th), dual, peppy 








$7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G) and 
‘Exile Express’ (GN), dual, with 


Maud Mosher, graphologist, in lobby. 
Strongest in town, good $10,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Bridal Suite’ 
(M-G) and ‘King Turf’ (UA), dual, 
fair $9,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Stolen Life’ (Par) and ‘Street Miss- 
ing Men’ (Rep), dual. Looks good for 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Grand Jury 
Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep), 
dual, fair $5,000. | 





Pitt Gets More Vitamins 





‘Tarzan,’ $11,500, Good Tee-Off for Stanley Straight- 
Pix Policy—‘Chips’ 2d Fine 12!4G 





Pittsburgh, July 4. 

Biz continues to look healthier 
hereabouts and the holiday is heip- 
ing considerably to push grosses 
generally well above the recent low 
water marks. Fact that fewer houses 
are operating this summer than at 
any time in last few years is like- 
wise a factor in the forward push. 

Town’s without flesh, save for a 
brief three weeks during April, for 
first time in more than three years, 
Stanley reverting to straight films 
this week with ‘Tarzan Finds a Son.’ 
It’s off to a fast start. ‘Goodbye, 
Mr. Chips,’ in second week at Penn, 
which is only second time in that 
house’s history that it’s held an at- 
traction, has plenty of stuff left and 
will top town again by a nice mar- 


gin. 

At Alvin, ‘Susannah of the Mount- 
ies’ is just so-so, the Temple pix 
having fallen off sharply during last 
year, but holiday should help some. 
Warner is having surprisingly good 
week, due in inain to sock reviews 
for ‘Tell No Tales,’ on double bill 
with ‘Hotel Imperial.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50 )— 
‘Susannah’ (20th). Grosses for Tem- 
ple aren’t anywhere near what they 
used to be and this one’s just hang- 
ing around to the usual recent level. 
Holiday should bring some boost 
from the kiddie trade, but even so 
doubtful of hitting much above $6,- 
400, which is just fair. Last week, 
‘Clouds Europe’ (Col), despite rave 
notices, a big disappointment under 
$3,000 in six days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Chips’ (M-G) (2d wk). Only 
second picture since house opened 
13 years ago to get h.o. here. Usually 














a Penn click moves to Warner for 
the holdover, but, with conditions 
what they are, a $19,000 first week 
was considered so phenomenal that 
management decided to cash in it- 
self. Should have no trouble cop- 
ping $12,500, which is wonderful for 
second stanza. 

Senater (Harris) (1,700; 15-25)— 
‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) and ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO) split with ‘Huck Finn’ (M-G) 
and ‘Boys Reformatory’ (Mono). 
Splitting week on double-feature re- 
issue, two changes weekly policy. 
Hitting a fairly steady level here, 
not too profitable but with more 
economical operation has cut losses 
way down. Around $900 in seven 
days. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G) 
and ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), split 
with ‘Alexander’ (20th) and ‘Should 
Girl Marry’ (Rep) claimed $900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Got away to fast- 
est start here in couple of months, 
but dropped off bit after opening 
day. Type of picture, however, that 
will attract kids on the holiday and 
should bring $11,500, which isn’t bad. 
In fact, lot better than flock of re- 
cent combo stage-screen bills have 
brought. Last week, ‘Naughty Nice’ 
(WB) with Blue’ Barron-Arthur 
+ a slightly better than $13,- 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Tell 


Tales’ (M-G) and ‘Hotel Imperial’ 
(Par). Doing best twin-bill biz 
house has seen in more than six 
months. That’s being credited to 


rave notices for ‘Tales,’ cricks call- 
ing it one of the nicest surprises of 
the season. Should wind up around 
$5,400, which is fine here. Last week, 
‘Prison Bars’ (UA) and ‘Sweep- 
stakes Winner’ (WB), not bad at $4,- 


. 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

Summer made its long delayed 
entry into the town and _ trade 
dropped as fast as the merc climbed. 
Not even Shirley Temple, a fave with 
the family trade, could buck the ele- 
ments although the $10,000 she’s 
pulling into the State is the only 
five-figure take accounted for. The 
others neither have pictures nor the 
inclination to drag them in from the 
beaches or the gambling ships plying 
the high seas. Previews rushed in 
to little avail. 

All the first-runs, excepting the 
Paramount, Four Star and two WB 
houses, rushed in new sh ws today 
(Tuesday), but they don’t appear 
likely to overcome the effect of the 
long holiday already in effect. 

Lone exception to the depresh is 
‘Mr. Chips’ at the Four Star. In its 
eighth week the British film is still 
peggea at better than $5,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75)—‘They All Come Out’ 
(M-G) and ‘Stronger Than Desire’ 
(M-G). House changed its fare to- 
~~ (Tuesday). Last week ‘tusan- 
nah’ (20th) and ‘Gorilla’ (20th), dual. 
Considerably off previous biz of No. 
1 moppet and just out of the calam- 
ity circle at $8,000 in five days. ‘Tar- 
zan’ (M-G) and ‘Winner Take All’ 
(20th), sloughed off 
week before. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Kid from Kokomo’ (WB) and 
‘Sons of Liberty’ (WB) dual. Back 
in stride of rest of the town at $8,500. 
Last week, second of ‘Juarez’ (9 
days), punched out a big $12,100. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (8th week). No 
signs of weakening and holding to 
consistent pace. Another $5,200, 
just $250 under previous stanza. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Sons of 
Liberty’ (WB) dual. Running be- 
hind its downtown twin and bounc- 
ing around on the ropes with $8,000. 
Second week of ‘Juarez’ (WB) 
slipped off to $9,800 on nine days. 


to $7,500 the 


Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30- 
35-40) — ‘Panama Patrol’ (RKO) 
opened today (Tuesday). ‘Bulldog 


Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Gracie Allen’ 
(Par) dual and vaudeville. Not very 
good with $6,200 in five days. Last 
week, ‘Sudden Money’ (Par) and 
‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par), another 
ordinary $6,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col) and ‘For- 
gotten Women’ (U). Opened today 
(Tues.). Just closed ‘Good Girls Go 
Paris’ (Col) and ‘First Offenders’ 
(Col) dual not to the boulevardiers’ 
liking and will have to be satisfied 
with $7,800 in four days. Last week 
‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Blind Alley’ 
(Col), pale and wan $7,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
—Undercover Doctor’ (Par) and 
stage show. Flirting with red at 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Old Dark House’ 
(U) and ‘Godfrey’ (U), took a deep 
dive to $7,500 after promising start. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ (Col) and ‘Forgotten 


Women’ (U) opened today (Tues- 
day ). ‘Good Girls’ (Col) and 
‘Trapped in Sky’ (Col) dual. Not 


conducive to smiles and poutered 
chests at $7,800 in five days. Last 
week, ‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Blind Al- 
ley’ (Col), $7,000, just plain bad. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75)—'They All Come Dut’ (M-G) and 
‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G). Went 
in ay (Tues.). ‘Susannah’ (20th) 
and ‘Gorilla’ (20th) dual, the town’s 
topper at $10,000 in five days, but 
rating no fanfare. Last wee “Tar- 
zan’ (M-G) and ‘Winner Take’ (20th), 
came through as pegge at even 
$10,000 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie’ 
(M-G) (2d week). Brutal $2,200 in 
sight after $4,000 on previous week 
of ‘Maisie’ and ‘Kildare’ (M-G). 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65)—"Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie’ 
(M-G) (2d week), dual. Back in 
dumps with $3,300, a far cry from 
the $6,500 clicked off last week by 
‘Maisie’ and ‘Kildare’ (M-G). 


Cooper’s Frestlee Gis 


Holly wood, July 4. 

Gary Cooper plays a tenderfoot in 
his next starrer, ‘Vinegarroon,’ on 
the Samuel Goldwyn lot. Story, by 
Stuart L. Lake, deals with frontier 
days in Texas. 

Walter Brennan plays the part of 
Judge Bean, who was the law west 
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Minneapolis, July 4. 

After a boom week, for which Bob 
Hope was responsible, loop theatre 
trade has slid back into the morass. 
The prosperity may have been short- 
lived, but it has given the rialto 
something it’s still talking about— 
Hope’s marvelous boxoffice power. 
Considering the slack season, ad- 
verse weather and the «eneral biz 
drop, the nearly-$19,000 that the 
Orpheum copped with Hope never 
was thought to be in the cards. 


Thanks to a Major Bowes stage 
show, ‘Susannah’ and the Louis- 
Galento fight films, the Orpheum 
again leads the pack. The runnerup, 
‘Man About Town,’ is well liked. but 
at $10,000 the gross will be light. 
‘Juarez’ has moved ove. to the 
Century after a fair week at the 
State. In for only six days, ‘Gorilla’ 
is fair at the Gopher, but here also 
the b.o. is dull. 

The Orpheum has nv other stage 
show in prospect until the five-day 
Rudy Vallee engagement early next 
month. 

Estimates for the Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par) and ‘6,000 
Enemies’ (M-G), dual. SI ould reach 
fair $1,200 in five days. Last week, 
‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par) and ‘Jones 
Family in Hollywood’ (20th), dual, | 
split with ‘Girl and Gambler’ (RKO) | 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), dual, for | 
mild $1,200. 

Century (Par-Singzer) (1,600; 25-4} 

(2d week). | 


35-40)—‘Juarez’ (WB) 
Has excited critics’ raves, but too | 
many feminine fans apparently don’t 
find it to their liking. Petering out | 
to light $3.000. Last week, ‘Maisie’ 
(M-G), $3,500, mild. 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Gorilla’ (20th). Pencilled in for only 
six days. Fair $2,600 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Gracie Allen’ (Par), yanked 
after five days to poor $1,200. 








Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) split with 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). First nabe 
showings. Big $2,509 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Washington Square’, (20th) 
split with ‘Union Pacific’ (Par), 
$2,800. Very big. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 35- 
40-55)—‘Susannah’ (20th) plus Major 
Bowes’ revue and _ Louis-Galento 
fight films. Plenty of entertainment 
for the price and each of three at- 
tractions bringing in clienteles of 
their own. However, only light 
$10,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Ko- 
komo’ (WB) and Bob Hope on stage, 
smash $18,600, with Hore particu- 
larly responsible for the results. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Man About Town’ (Par). Much 

raise for this one, but they’re not 

eeping the boxoffice busy enough. 

Unless it builds substantially, only 
$5,000 will be seen. Last week, 
‘Juarez’ (WB), $7,000, very disap- 
pointing. 

Time (Gillman) (290; 25-35-40)— 
‘Dark Rapture’ (U). Well exploited 
and in a good spot but only light 
$600 indicated. Last week, ‘Life 
Dances On’ (French) pulled after 
only four days to p- »r $250, 


TARZAN LUSTY 
$10,000 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, July 4. 

Holiday tilt and one more fresh re- 
lease than last week are giving a fair 
degree of umph to combined takes of 
ace stands currently. Loudest b.o. 
echo is from the-Albee on ‘Tarzan 
Finds a Son,’ with ‘Invitation to 
Happiness,’ at the Palace, a close 
second, Keith’s is having a swell 
week with ‘Maisie.’ ‘Five Came Back’ 
is in the Lyric’s fair bracket. 

Summer racing meet at Latonia, 
Ky., opposite Cincy, started last week 
by inaugurating twilight sessions on 
days other than Saturday and holi- 
days. Slight additional draw being 
enjoyed by the track from its late- 
afternoon starting time is far less 
damaging to cinema biz than night 
ball games of the Reds, which not 
only pack the home park, but keep 
many other thousands within earshot 
of radios, 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Tarzan Finds a Son’ (M-G). Good 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Kokomo’ (WB), 
fair $8,800. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G). Moveover after fort- 
night at Palace. A tussle for $2,500, 
poor. Last week, ‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d 
run) (2d wk), disappointing $2,300. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Winner All’ (20th), ‘Racketeers of 
Range’ (RKO), ‘Code of Secret Serv- 
ice’ (WB), separate. Fair $1.800. 
Same last week with ‘Rookie Cop’ 








(RKO), ‘Mutiny Elsinore’ (Indie), 
‘Chan’ (20th). singly. 
Grand (RKO) (1.140; 25-40)— 


‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) (2d run), Okay 


$3,000. Last week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th) 
(2a run), limp $1,800. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Maisie’ (M-G). Excellent $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB), 
very good $5,500. : 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Five 
Came Back’ (RKO). Fair $3,500. 
Ditto last week on ‘Sun Sets’ (U). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘In- 
vitation Happiness’ (Par). Nice 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), all right $7,000 after big $14,000 
in first seven days. 


Jack Benny Hefty 
$8,000 in L ville: 


ee #9 


‘Maisie 


Louisville, July 4. 
‘Man About Town,’ dualled at the 
Rialto, is top b.o. winner of the week, 
reaping reward of newspaper and 
radio bally to push on for hefty 
$8,000. ‘Maisie,’ dualled at Loew’s 


State, will take second place honors. 

Usual summer let-down otherwise. 
Night baseball games and opening 
(3) of the Shubert’s summer season 
of operettas at Iroquois Amphithea- 
tre with ‘Student Prince’ are pulling 
the crowds. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) 
and ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). Doing 
all right after moveover from Loew’s 
State; pacing for okay $2,000. Last 
week, ‘San Francisco’ (M-G) (re- 
issue), wound up with fair $1,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)— 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Castles’ 
(RKO). Holding up nicely; fair 
$1,400 indicated. Last week, ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) and ‘Man of Con- 
quest’ (Rep), dual, split with ‘Never 
Die’ (Par) and ‘Baskervilles’ (20th), 
dual, medium $1,400. 

Leew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15- 
30-40)—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘6.000 
Enemies’ (M-G). Fair $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col), got off on the right 
foot and tallied oke $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) — ‘Naughty, Nice’ (WB). 
Light summer screen fare and no 
hefty takings in prospect. Probably 
$2,800, light. Last week, ‘Kokomo’ 
(WB), maintained strong pace to 
ring up fine $3,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Man About Town’ (Par) and 
‘Drummond’s Bride’ (Par), Shaping 
up for the best takings in town. 
Helped enormously by Jack Benny’s 
airing from Waukegan and plenty 
of newspaper space to accelerate 
public interest. Potent $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Could 








15-30-40)—‘Man Godfrey’ (Par) (re- 
issue) and ‘Dark House’ (U) (re- 
issue). Brace of old-timers rather 
unexciting to current crop of pic 
patrons and b.o. pace slow. Aiming 
at mild $2,900. Last week. ‘Five 
Came Back’ (RKO) and ‘Girl from 
Mexico’ (R%O), fair $3,200. 


‘CHIPS’ WORTH GOOD 
$5,000 IN OKLAHOMA C. 


Oklahoma City, July 4. 

‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ is doing we!l 
at the Criterion, ‘Invitation to Hap- 
piness,’ at Midwest, is getting aver- 
age biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Chips’ (M-G). Probable $5,000 
good. Last week.’ Wonderful World’ 
(M-G), okay $4,400. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Torchy 
Mayor’ (WB), split with unset pic- 
tures. Just average $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Like It Hot’ (Par) and ‘Mys- 
tery White Room’ (U), split with 
‘Jane Arden’ (WB) and ‘Jones Fam- 
ily’ (20th), $2,500. Major strength 
on first pair. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500: 25-35-40)— 
‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par), Aver- 
age $4,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G), fair $3,100. 

Plaza (Stan) (750;. 25-35-40)— 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Moveover from 
Midwest so-so $1,100. Last week, 
‘Captain Fury’ (UA), $1,100. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-35)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) plus Louis- 
Galento film. Bit over average for 
$2,600. Last week, ‘Tarzan and God- 
dess’ (Indie) and ‘Mexicali Rose’ 
(Rev), okav $2,500. 

















Tower (Stan) (1,000: 25-35-40)— 
‘Wonderful World’ (Par). Good 
$2,600. Last week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th). 
$2,100. 


vitation 
| ‘Blind Alley’ (Col), strong $5,300. 
00 Pix (Indie) (1,100; 20-25) ‘Beach- 


Portland, Ore., July 4. 
Parker’s Broadway is picking up 
some extra biz with exploitation of 
‘Old Dark House,’ reissued because 
of the stellar cast which subse- 
quently has become boxoffice. It’s 
coupled with ‘Kid from Kokomo.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40) — ‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Dark 
House’ (U) (reissue). Getting good 
$5,300. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) 
| and ‘Secret Service’ (WB) good 
| $4,800 and moved to Mayfair for sec- 
ond stanza. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
| 30-35-40 )—‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Se- 
ieret Service’ (WB). Nice $2,300. 
|Last week, ‘Mikado’ (U), following 





itwo good weeks at UA, average 
| $1,800. 
| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


| (1,800; 30-35-40) — ‘Susannah’ (20th) 
land ‘Winner All’ (20th). Better than 
|average $4,800. Last week, ‘Lincoln’ 
|(20th) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th), 
| closed fair second week at $3,800. 
| Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (3,000; 30-35-40) —‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
|(Par). Nice $5,000. Last week, ‘In- 
Happiness’ (RKO) and 


|comber’ (Par) and ‘Pardon Nerve’ 
| (20th) with vaude for three days. 
|Good $1,500. Last four days, ‘Little 

Princess’ (20th) and ‘Four Girls’ 
(M-G), fair $800. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘6,000 
Enemies’ (M-G). Good enough $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Sun Sets’ (U) and ‘Ex- 
Champ’ (U), scored strong $4,900. 


WASH. WAY OFF; 
‘MAISIE-AMS 
FAIR 196 


Washington, July 4. 

Long holiday weekend drained 
town of resident film shoppers and 
kept those who did stay home giv- 
ing the play to the outdoor attrac- 
tions. Plenty of tourists in, but they 
don’t mean a thing at the matinees 
and nights alone don’t. bring biz up 
to average. 


Four new shows are in, but with 
nothing outstanding the result is only 
fair proportionate split, with two 
vauders, which have biggest rubber- 
neck draw, out in front. ‘Maisie’ and 
Major Bowes’ stage unit at Capitol 
is leading, while ‘Good Girls Go to 
Paris’ is second with no-name re- 
vue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and vaude. Bowes’ 
unit helping to get the visitors, Lead- 
ing town with fair $15,000, Last 
week, ‘Susannah’ (20th), light $13,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Back downtown after average week 
at Capitol and shooting at passable 








mappa agenda not b 4 7 pres 200. $3,800. Last week, ‘Washington 
emple pics and windup fair $5,200. , 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; $1000" (20th) (2d run), average 


000. 

Earle (Loew) (2,216; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Girls to Paris’ (Col) and vaude. 
Fair $13,000. Last week, ‘Naughty 
Nice’ (WB) and vaude, light $12,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) — 
‘Five Came Back’ (RKO). Sock re- 
views calling it another surprise hit 
born a Class B and proving a Class 
A. Should see oke $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Sun Sets’ (U), satisfactory 
$7,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Juarez’ 
(WB) (2d run). Back on mainstem 
after two nice stanzas at Earle. Look- 
ing toward good $6,000. Last week, 
‘Blind Alley’ (Col), oke $4,200. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55) — 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Below average in 
ace straight pic spot with $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Invitation Happiness’ 
(Par), light $10,500. 





Montreal Mediocre; 
‘Invitation’ Tops, 6'4G 


Montreal, July 4. 

The Palace will top the main stem 
in a mediocre week currently. ‘Invi- 
tagion to Happiness’ being boosted by 
Louis-Galento fight pictures. Holiday 
depleted grosses all around. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )—‘In- 
vitation’ (Par). Plus Louis-Galento 
fight pictures liable to top town at 
$6,500, good. Last week, ‘Lincoln’ 
(20th) disappointed at $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Susannah? (20th) and ‘Jones Family’ 
(20th), dual li¢htweight fare not 
likely to better $4.500, weak. Last 
week, ‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Nauthty 
| but Nice’ (WB), dual, middlin’ $4.000. 
Loew’s ‘CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 





fair $4,000 after nice $5,500 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Moonlight Sonata’ (Brit.) and ‘Spirit 
Culver’ (U), dual. Poor $2.500. Last 
week, ‘Gorilla’ (20th), and ‘Romance 





-40) ‘Man About Town’ 





Benny $16,000, Nifty in Dull Frisco: 








Wednesday, July 5, 1939 


——=3 








F-WC Houses Slash Admish 25%, 





of Rotwoote (20th), dual, nice $3,- 


Orpheum (CT) (1.100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Captive of Nazi’ (Indie) and ‘Moto’s 
Warning’ (20th), dual. Not likely to 
be much over $1,600, poor, Pe 
week, ‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ (Par) 
and ‘Drummond's Police’ (Par) poor 
$1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Femme du Boulanger’ 
(3d week). Doing well for hot season 
with likely fair $1,000 after good 
second stanza at $1,650. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 
34)—‘L’Affaire Lafargue’ and ‘Le 
Reserviste Improvise,’ dual. See 
$3,000, good enough. Last week, 
‘Patriote’ and ‘Gaites de l’Exposition’ 
better than expected at $3,400. 


MAISIE PACES 
K. C. WITH 
$11,900 


Kansas City, July 4. 

Early summer ‘finding film row 
short of worthy product, although 
current week looks up slightly over 
last week. ‘Maisie,’ dualed at the 
Midland, is easily out in front and 
showing surprising strength. 

Shirley Temple day-and-dating at 
the Esquire and Uptown, started 
slowly, but was bolstered by Ga- 
lento-Louis fight pictures. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Susannah’ (20th) plus 
Louis-Galento fight films. Only 
average $3,000. Last week, ‘Angels’ 
(Col) (2d run) satisfactory $2,800. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘6,000 Enemies’ 
(M-G), dual. ‘Maisie’ upholding 
advance notice as ‘sleeper’ and turn- 
ing in nice figure at $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col), dualled, played 
to heavy mat and kid trade but 
slacked off week nights; $10,000, un- 
der expectations, 








Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—Gracie Allen’ (Par) and 


‘Mutiny on Bounty’ (M-G) (reissue), 
dual. Unique pair, as Metro release 
a distinct oddity in this house. 
Holding to average $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Invitation’ (Par) (2d week) 
steady $6,000. 

Uptown (Fox Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Susannah’ (20th) with 
Louis-Galento fight films. Extra 
name band shorts added after slow 
opening and aiding. Average at 
$3,300. Last week, ‘Chan in Reno’ 
(20th) and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th-Fox), 
dual, Slow $2,700. 


‘KOKOMO’-WHEELER NICE 





$9,500 IN QUIET INDPLS, | 





Indianapolis, July 4. 

Biz downtown is just about aver- 
age. Circle has the lion’s share of 
the coin with ‘Man About Town’ 
dualled with ‘Undercover Doctor,’ 
with former pic drawing. Lyric, in its 
last week, is doing okay with Bert 
Wheeler headlining on stage and 
‘Kid from Kokomo’ on. screen, but 
Loew’s is sagging with a holdover 
of ‘Chips’ and ‘Tell No Tales.’ 

Apollo, showing first-run films for 
the first time in several weeks, is 
not doing so well with ‘Five Came 
Back’ and ‘Girl. From Mexico,’ but 
will manage to make the black. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40) ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and 
‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO), First runs after 
several weeks of hold-overs and re- 
issues, but not making much of an 
impression with fairish $2,200. Last 
week, ‘Star Midnight’ (RKO) and 
‘Lost Patrol’ (RKO), nice $2,900. 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
(Par) and 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Rep). Taking 
top coin of the town: nifty $9,800. 
Last week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) and 
‘Gracie Allen Murder (Par), okay 
$6,100. 

Leew’s (Loew's) (2.400; 25-30-40) 
‘Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Tell Tales’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Not up to expectations 
with fair $5,200. Last week, strong 


‘Juarez’ (WB) (3d week). Promising | $9,200 

Lyrie (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40) ‘Kid 
Kokomo’ ‘WB) and Bert Wheeler on 
stage. Satisfactory $9,500. Last week, 
Johnny Davis’ orch on stage and 
‘Man Who Dares’ (WB), okay $9,100. 





San Francisco. July 4. 

Jack Benny’s ‘Man About Town’ at 
the Fox is setting the pace currently, 
Admish at this slash spot, as well as 
other first run Fox-West Coast 
houses on Market street, has been cut 
approximately 25%. Golden Gate, 
Orpheum and United Artists are stil] 
charging 55c at night, which is l5e¢ 
more than the F-WC houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Man 
About Town’ (Par) and ‘Grand Jury 
Secrets’ (Par). Getting fine $16,000, 
which means plenty of customers at 
current summer prices. Last week, 
‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB) and ‘Un- 
dercover Doctor’ (Par), was pulled 
after five days, poor $9,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Panama Lady’ (RKO? and Louis- 
Galento pic. Fight picture saving 
the Gate from pretty terrible fate 
this week. Take for six days will be 
fairish $12,000. Last week. ‘Big Town 
Czar’ (U) and Kay Kyser’s orch, got 
$36,v00, a new house record. Clos- 
ing day’s biz with Kyser established 
a new high. Sans stage show this 
week, Artie Shaw comes in Wed. (5), 

Orpheum (F & M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Good Girls Paris’ (Col) and ‘Outside 
Walls’ (Col) (2nd wk). Short two 
days of a full two wecks with the 
final stretch getting fairish $4,500. 
First week better at $7,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40)— 


‘Could Happen’ (20th) and ‘Boy 
Friend’ (20th). Poor $8,000. Last 
week, “Tarzan Finds Son’ ‘(M-G) 


and ‘Jones Family’ (20th) way off at 
$10.000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-40)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (2nd wk). Way ahead 
of anything in this house for some 
time. Admish first week for ‘Chips’ 
was 55c at night but St. Francis had 
to join other F-WC in general price 
slashing. Second week will do nifty 
$9,000. Last week got exciting $11,000, 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65) —‘Captain Fury’ (UA) (3d 
wk). Should hit fairish $5,000 in final 
week. Last week, $7,500, good. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Murder’ (WB) 
(2nd wk). Warfield joined other F- 
WC houses in cutting admish. Hold- ° 
over of ‘Maisie’ weak $6,000. First 
stint got slim $10,000. 


‘MAISIE’-FIGHT GOOD 
$8,000 IN OK DENVER 


Denver, July 4. 
In spite of the weekend and holi- 
day combination, most first-runs are 
doing above average. ‘Young Mr. 
Lincoln’ is good enough at Denver to 
get a continued run at Aladdin. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘East 
Side Heaven’ (U), following week at 
Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Juarez’ (WB), after week at Den- 
ver, $5,300, well above averzge. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par). Poor 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Invitation Hap- 
piness’ (Par), in second week, below 
average $4,500. : 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ (20th). Strong 
$10,000. Last week, ‘East Side 
re a (U) and stage show, good 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Stronger De- 
sire’ (M-G),. plus Louis-Galento 
fight. Good $8,000 in six days. Last 
week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Almost 
Gentleman’ (RKO), fair $6,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Zenobia’ 
(UA). Nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Kid 
Kokomo’ (FN) and ‘With Murder’ 
(FN), fine $4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Juarez’ 
(WB), after a week each at Denver 
and Aladdin, and ‘Sweepstakes Win- 
ner’ (FN). Nice $2.000. Last week, 
‘Angels Wings’ (Col), afier a week 
each at Denver and Aladdin. and 
‘Could Happen’ (20th), good $2,000. 


Ralph Graveses Bkpt. 


Los Angeles, July 4 

Ralph Graves, screen actor end 
writer, filed a bankruptcy petition 
listing debts at $8,838 and assets st 
$4,501. 

His wife, Betty Flournoy, filed her 
own plea, with liabilities ext $9,227 
and assets at $1,251. 











New U Stages Ready 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Universal finished its two sound- 
proof, air-conditioned stages three 
weeks ahead of schedule by employ- 
ing three daily shifts for the last 
month. 

First to be housed in the new 
structures will be ‘First Love,’ star- 





ring Deanna Durbin, and ‘Ric’ wth 
Sigrid Gurie. 
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The top 2-week gross of the past 6 months in first date (N. Y.)! 
y JOHN GARFIELD 


CLAUDE RAINS 
JEFFREY LYNN: FAY BAINTER - DONALD CRISP 
MAY ROBSON : Frank McHugh + Dick Foran 
and THE "FOUR DAUGHTERS’ 


PRISCILLA LANE*ROSEMARY LANE 
LOLA LANE:GALE PAGE | 


Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Original Screen Play by Juliae J. and Phillip G. Epstein + Suggested by « Play by Dorothy Bennett and Irving White * Music by Max Steiner * A Ficst Notional Ploturs 


’ Jack L.Warner Hal B.Wallis Henry Blanke 


in Charge of Production ” Executive Producer Associate Producer a 
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British Govt’'s Wooing of Indusiry 
Help to Develop Propaganda Link 
Seen Factor in Nix of New Taxes 


London, June 26, 

Rejoicings in picture business over 
the success of its 11th hour shindig 
against the new film taxes is tem- 
pered by realization among those on 
the inside that this manifestation 
had little or no effect on the exact 
issue, except where it provided the 
Exchequer with a convenient let- 
out. The taxes, it’s felt, would have 
come off even though there had 
been no hubbub at all. 


As many see it, background of 
the Treasury’s maneuver was en- 
twined with the recent Anglo-Amer- 
ican trade treaty, which prevented 
the Government from coming out 
with a direct levy on the profits of 
American distributors, which is what 
they actually sought. Knowledge 
that the agreement barred any such 
discrimination forced the financial 
advisers to think out another way, 
so they produced the customs and 
excise plans, not appreciating the 
first thing the distribs would do 
would be to throw the burden on 
the native exhibs. When it showed 
signs of definitely working this way, 
the Treasury had to find a way out 
of its impasse, 

Seek Industry Aid 


No factual evidence exists to show 
any intervention by the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, but it is 
strongly felt on the inside of the in- 
dustry here that the Government 
saw that such a frontal attack on 
American distribs would not be 
wise. 





Another reason for the Ex- 
chequer’s change of front is seen in 
the manner the Government -is em- 
ploying to woo the industry for sup- 
port. Many state departments ex- 
pect frequent cuffo aid from picture 
folk by way of lending material or 
shooting footage, and a development 
of the new Foreign Office propa- 
ganda service is expected to be a 
direct appeal to the trade for its co- 
operation in providing ammunition 
for the office to use in its overseas 
campaign. They’ve as good as said 
s0 already and, naturally, the trade 
was not likely to be friendly to a 
government that took so deliberate 
a sock at it. National defense, naval 
film for recruiting, supply of prod- 
uct for the British Pavilion at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair are only several 
directions in which pictures have 
aided the Government lately. 

Simon Explains 

Sir John Simon, explaining to the 
House of Commons that the new du- 
ties would have been unworkable 
and unfair, commented on the strong 
organization of the industry against 
the new levies. What he didn’t men- 
tion was that this pretended unity 
was no more than a facade, and that 
at the very time he was announcing 
his revised plans in Parliament, the 
trade committee handling the cam- 
paign was in the middle of a setto 
with the circuits, which had flatly 
refused to back the campaign by 
screening the special trailer which 
was one of its focal points. 

Further proof of disunity was the 
complete aloofness of the newsreels, 
which never offered’ to take their 
share cf the organization, being con- 
cerned only with their own direct 
approaches, fearing that any offen- 
sive action on their part would in- 
spire governmental censorship of 
their reels. 





Compulsory Showing 
Of Mex-Mades Mulled 


Mexico City, July 4. 
Loca] civic fathers are considering 
the petition of Mexican picture pro- 
ducers that all first run cinemas here 
be compelled to exhibit a Mexico- 
made film every seven weeks and 








Mex. Tooters Seek Curb 


Against Canned Music 


Mexico City, July 4. 

Mechanical music promises. to 
make more acute the position of 
musicians in Mexico unless the Gov- 
ernment enacts laws compelling 
cinemas, theatres, cabarets and big 
restaurants to restore the orchestras 
they dropped some time ago, the 
92,000 organized tunemakers in the 
country, have told President Lazaro 
Cardenas in urging official help. 

Amusement places discontinued 
orchestras as an economy measure 
several years ago. Only a few 
theatres have bands. Big restaur- 
ants abolished music on the ground 
that it was useless because nobody, 
excepting an occasional American 
tourist, ever applauded. 


HOYT SHAKEUP 
REPORTED DUE 
SOON 


Sydney, July 4. 

Reports persist here that there will 
be a shakeup in the management of 
Hoyts’ circuit. Inclusion of Charles 
Munro, present managing head, in 
the shakeup would not be officially 
admitted here. The name of Maurice 
Sloman, present assistant to Munro, 
comes up most often in present dis- 
cussions of changes. 

However, there probably would be 
no change until August, when Dan 
Michalove, 20th-Fox executive, is 
due here. The American company 
holds the controlling Hoyts interest. 
All talk of a shift in management is 
said to date back to dissatisfaction 
over the handling of the Hoyts prod- 
uct controversy with Greater Union. 


Mex Syndicate Set 
To Build 5 Theatres 


Mexico City, July 4. 
The cinema construction boom has 
spread to the U. S. border state of 
Coahuila, with the filing of an ap- 
plication for a concession by a Mexi- 
can syndicate to put up five large 
houses, with stage facilities. 











capital; Piedras Negras, across from 
Eagle Pass, Tex., Allende, Monclova 
and Sabinas, 

Building is scheduled to start si- 





multaneously this summer. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 








‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37. 


agen Octopus,’ Queen’s—Sept. 14, 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — 
Sept. 20, °38. 
— Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24, 
sa for Living,’ Savoy — Jan. 


‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Comedy— 
~~ > le . 

‘Black an lue,’ Hippodrome — 
March 8, '39. - 

‘Gate Revue,’ 
March 9. ’39., 

‘The Man in Half Moon Street,’ 
New—March 22, '39. 

‘Dancing Years,’ Drury Lane — 
March 23, ’39. 

‘When We Are Married,’ Prince’s 
—March 27, ’39. 
‘The Women,’ Lyric—April 20. 
‘The Little Revue,’ Little—April 21, 


Ambassadors — 


‘Grouse in June,’ Criterion—May 


that such exhibitions be once a/16, ’39 


month for the circuit. 
Producers ask that cinemas be ex- 
empt from municipal taxes during 


the period they show domestic pic- a, 


tures, 





AUSSIE PROPAGANDA 


Melbourne, June 15. 
Commonwealth government is 
financing production and distribu- 
tion of 10 shorts which will show 
advantages of the Antips. 


Plan is to cieeribate them in India | 2 


and later in U.S eater t 


‘Behold the Bride,’ Shaftesbury, 
May 23, ’39. 
f —— and Men,’ Apollo—May 


‘Only Yesterday,’ 2layhouse—May 
‘Rhondda Roundabout,’ Globe— 

May 31, ’39. 

. — Kill a Cat,’ Aldwych—June 7, 

agr Yemalion, Haymarket—June 13, 
‘Bridge of Sighs,’ St. Martin’s — 


June 14, ‘39. 
ag the Dance,’ St. James—June 





1, *39. 
* ‘Kiggefnalut,’ Savilfet June ‘28, '’39. 


Thea- | 
tres are to be in Saltillo, the state | 


American Ballerina 


Featured in Paris 


Paris, July 4. 

Eileen O’Connor, American bal- 
lerina, is currently featured in the 
Bal Tabarin show here. She also has 
the top terp role in the film, ‘Tem- 
pete Sur Paris,’ starring Eric von 
Stroheim, now in production at the 
Cine Pathe studio, Paris. 

Miss O’Connor was last seen in 
the U. S. in the ‘Plaisirs de Paris’ 
show at the International Casino, 
MS. 


15% ANGLO LAW 
PASSED IN NS.W. 


Sydney, July 4. 

The government of New South 
Wales has okayed legislation requir- 
ing all exhibitors in this state to 
make up their year’s program with 
at least 15% British product. It was 
placed in operation July 1, and is 
effective for one year. The legisla- 
tion is based upon the hope that 
reciprocal treatment will be accord- 
ed Australian pictures by the British 
government. 


Exhibitors here claim that now 
they must show 30 British-made pic- 
tures per year. Because American 
companies are financing or actually 
producing many features annually 
for the British quota in England, a 
large percentage of the British 
product, required by the 15% com- 
pulsory screening law, will be 
handled for distribution in this state 
by U. S. firms, according to opinion 
here. 


If this situation did not prevail, 
American distributors would face a 
40% maximum rejection of their 
product since the present law in 
New South Wales gives 25% rejec- 
tion right to exhibs. 











Mexican Producers 
Beef on Censorship 





Mexico City, July 4. 


Mexican picture producers are pro- 
testing against the national censor- 
ship board, now reduced to four 
members —three representing the 
federal and the local civic govern- 
ment. Producers say that the cen- 
sors are using their scissors so freely 
on domestic pictures that the films 
are mutilated. 

Producers charge that some Euro- 
pean pictures are passed though 
they contain scenes and _ business 
that would be chopped out of a 
home-made, 





Sport Trends 











(Continued from page 1) 





mer on the grand scale is archery. 
Comparatively cheap to set up, the 
bow-and-arrow ranges are sprout- 
ing throughout the country and 
showing considerable black ink on 
the low nut. While some of the 
archery joints do plenty of biz just 
on the novelty, others are finding it 
highly profitable to offer more in- 
centive. They tack $1, $5 and even 
$20 notes, folded smaller and smaller 
according to their valuation, to the 
targets. Archer piercing any bill 
gets it. It’s legal anywhere, too, 
’cause there’s no question about the 
skill involved. Spots offering coin 
usually charge a dime for three ar- 
rows, 25c for 10 and $1 for 50. 

Creeping back slowly and timidly, 
but showing nice profits in most 
cases, are miniature golf courses. 
Old urge to play that greeted the 
minnie traps and hazards when they 
mushroomed to their heyday some 
years back is missing, but they’re 
nevertheless finding adequate pa- 
tronage. 

On the other hand, hitting a slight 
downward pace, in the new com- 
petition they are facing, are the 
golf-driving ranges. They’re not so 
tempting to the inexperienced duffer 
because of the lack of novelty and 
the well-established knowledge that 
it’s not easy. Almost anyone’s will- 
ing to try the bow-and-arrow game 
because there are very few people 
who can do much better than they, 
but socking a golf ball it’s different. 
Driving ranges, as a result, get most- 
ly regular, experienced trade and 
have pretty well settled down to a 





gross that can he figured by the 
weather. « Peer ee 4 x 


for a fine of $500 or 12 months’ im- 
prisonment for 


niteries, 
penalty for employers. 


behind the legislation. 


‘Styles, Cordon to Anzacs 


HICKS SAILS FOR PAR 
SALES MEET IN AUSSIE 


John W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount's 
foreign manager Sails today 
(Wednesday) for Sydney. He left 
New York Friday (30) for the Coast 
preparatory to shoving off. 

Adolph Zukor joins him in Hono- 
lulu July 12 and will accompany 
him to Australia. Hicks and Zukor 
will hold a Paramount international 
sales meet in Sydney, starting Aug. 
2, with representatives coming from 
Australia, New Zealand and Dutch 
East Indies. 

Hicks is returning to Australia for 
the first time since he left here in 
1932, after serving for about 11 years 
as Par’s Aussie chief. He plans re- 
turning to U. S. about Sept. 15. 


Rush New Films 




















(Continued from page 3) 
results at the boxoffice on product 
presently on release or to come. 

Grad Sears has notified all branch 
managers of the company to get 
complete data on boxoffice perform- 
ance as well as audience reaction to 
pictures that WB will have on re- 
lease during this month and August. 
The film salesmen of the various 
exchanges will contact the exhibi- 
tors on the Warner books to get the 
desired dope, using as a basis for 
the b.o. study WB’s own ‘Daughters 
Courageous,’ ‘Naughty But Nice,’ 


‘Juraez,’ ‘Nazi Spy,’ ‘Kid From 
Kokomo,’ ‘Hell’s Kitchen,’ ‘Each 
Dawn I Die’ and ‘Indianapolis 


Speedway,’ some of which have al- 
ready gone on release, while others 
are to come this month, 


Philly Nabes Suffering 
From Product Shortage 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

Philly nabes are suffering severely 
from a shortage of product. It’s not 
only the lack of grist being turned 
out by the production mills that is 
resulting in their difficulty in mak- 
ing bookings, but the new policy of 
Warner Bros., which controls all first 
runs, on holdovers. 

While a second week in a WB de- 
luxer used to signify an exceptional 
picture, and a third week was prac- 
tically unheard of for anything but 
a ‘Snow White,’ the circuit is now 
holding anything with the slightest 
sign of meat, It’s partially a result 
of new low prices, and partially 
shortage of product. 

Effect, however, is to keep much- 
needed film out of the indie nabes 
which get it on subsequent run. 
Whatever there is in the way of 
new product is bottled up behind 
the first-runs. 








Ne Pictures 
Harrisburg, Pa., July 4. 

‘No pictures,’ is the summer dol- 
drums wail here, as three of the five 
downtown first-run houses turn to 
oldies, foreign product and duals, 
Senate mixing up all three, Rio 
slated for revivals and State play- 
ing British pix. 

Few A’s left, and B’s plenty weak. 





Preview Hypo on Coast 
Hollywood, July 4. 

The town is flooded with phoney 
previews as exhibitors attempt to 
stem ebbing biz. Last night (Mon- 
day), nine theatres flew preview 
flags on films which already had 
their press showings. 

Practice is spreading all over town 
due to the washup by the majors of 
this season’s product, with about 20 
— on the shelf awaiting fall re- 
ease, 


N.S. Wales Seeks to Ban 
Child Nitery Performers 


Sydney, June 15. 
Bill now before Parliament calls 





; parents allowing 
children to accept engagements in 
There would be similar 


Actors’ Federation of Australia is 








: Melbourne, June 15. 
Edwin Styles and Marjorie Gordon 


have been engaged by Williamson- 
Tait to play leads in ‘Under Your 
Hat,’ due to premiere here Aug. 25. 

Jack Hulbert and Cicely Court- 


neidge are starring currently in the 





ITALIANS SEEN 
SOUNDING US. 
RETURN 


Unofficial observers from Italy 
have been sounding out various 
major companies in New York re. 
garding product now that U. S. firms 
no longer operate in that country, 
Foreign department officials of 
American concerns believe that this 
activity by Italian representatives ig 
intended as a check on just how 
strong is the present U. S. front 
against re-entering distribution in 
Italy, without indicating an official 
check by the Italian government. All 
major companies have referred such 
inquiries to the Hays office. 

None of these reps, however, has 
presented his case to the Hays office, 
however. It has been pointed out by 
the latter that the Italian governe 
ment can quickly lay any new pro- 
posals before American film come 
panies simply by contacting the 
embassy in Rome. 

Major companies have indicated 
they won’t re-enter disiribution in 
Italy as long as the present flat- 
rental plan, set by the government 
rule last year, sthys in effect. If 
U. S. companies return to Italy, it 
would be with full right to fix their 
own rental terms and with the dis- 
tributors handling all phases of busi- 
ness. 


HILL, MAXWELL DICKER 
ON ODEON BUY-IN 


London, July 4. 

Philip Hill, failing to put over 
Gaumont-Odeon deal on_ recent 
American trip, is understood con- 
ferring with John Maxwell, who’s 
interested in acquiring an interest in 
Odeon. 

Since the recent Gaumont-Odeon 
combined films booking arrange- 
ment, Maxwell has. been left 
with a smail choice of American 
films. 














‘Band Waggon, Durant 
Click in London Vaude 


London, July 4. 

Jack Hylton’s ‘Band Waggon’ 
radio show went over big in its Pale 
ladium debut last night. Arthur 
Askey and Tommy Trinder were 
part of the unit. Jack Durant, a 
late replacement for Florence Des- 
mond, was outstanding. Mario Bel- 
lett and the English Bros. also went 
over well, 

Show is rated a cinch for a 10- 
week run after some pruning, first 
show being too long. 





‘Take It,’ ‘Gunga,’ ‘Boys’ 
Do Big B.O. in Holland 


The Hague, June 25. 


There have been few outstanding 
boxoffice successes in Holland dure 
ing the last months, ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You’ (Col) and ‘Gunga Din’ 
(RKO) were exceptions. Especially 
did the Frank Capra picture do 
splendid business. 

German pictures continue flopping. 
The biggest distribs of German films, 
Ufa and Tobis, have tried to make 
good with French pictures, which are 
flooding Holland now, but only to 
moderate success, 

‘Boys Town’ (M-G), ‘Marie An- 
toinette’ (M-G) are other American 
films doing well. ‘It’s in the Air’ 
(Brit.-made), with George Formby, 
is doing surprisingly well. 





Fight Free Pix 


Sydney, June 15. 
Motion Picture Exhibs’ Assn. are 
launching a drive against depart- 
mental stores running free 16mm. 
shows. Government officials are 
said to be behind the MPEA. 
William Harrop, MPEA exec, has 
taken up the matter with the Films 
Commission and it seems certain that 
no more frees will be permitted. 





LEWIS TO M-G HUDDLES 


David Lewis, Metro’s managing 





musical at the Palace, London. ‘ 


‘director in the Argentine, plans to 


visit New York for homeoffice bud- 
dles next month. 
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eae ae a = sae this year and not last year has an scenes 
<I = . : aughed as it does at "Bachelor Mother". It hits on 


all sixteen cylinders, becomin 

, g 4 powerhouse of 
amusement. Ten to one it will prove itself to have 
been the best screen comedy of 1939." 


— Archer Winsten_ 


wore The eihitikie Sun wx 
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"Just the proper nonsense... Neat... completely 
frivolous, and just the thing to take your mind off 
Fourth of July excitements ... Will keep you 
mighty amused.” — Eileen Creelman 
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SECOND FIDDLE 


(MUSICAL) 


20th-Fox release of Gene Markey produc- 


Minnesota heath, just in time to stop 
a marriage for pique to Lyle Talbot, 
it gives her a final opportunity for a 
solo skating specialty, in a wintry 


Miniature Reviews 








tion; Darryl F. Zanuck executive producer. 
Stars Sonja Henie, Tyrone Power; features 
Rudy Vallee, Edna May Oliver, Mary 
Healy, Lyle Talbot, Alan Dinehart. Directed 
by Sidney Lanfield. Songs by Irving Ber- 
lin. Screenplay, Harry Tugend, from origi- 
nal by Geurge Bradshaw; dances, Harry 
Losee; camera, Leon Shamroy; editor, Rob- 
ert Simpson; musical direction, Lovis Sil- 
vers. At Roxy, N. Y., week June 30, ‘39. 
Running time: 87 MINS, 


woodland lake background that’s 
photographically as effective as her 
own superlative skill on the runners. 
There isn’t too much skating, but all 
of it good, and her delineation of the 
hinterland school teacher who isn't 
blinded by her sudden Hollywood 
film fame is believable. 








' Miss Oliver, as the droll guardian- 
Tradi Hovland... .cscesessesess Sonja Henie J +h Pr \ 
Ee RR ee a Tyrone Power | aunt, is capital both in the surefire 
Roger Maxwell.......ceoees ++..Rudy Vallee | stew-stuff comedy, and when the 
Aunt Phoeve. +. pedeccese Edna ace Healy |dramatics assert themselves, Power 
PAN VAPick..ceceecececseseseved é e : . ‘ 
Wille HHOSROR 665s cc hice cents pits Lyle Talbot | does a tiptop job as the p. a., a pretty 
George ‘Whit’ Whitney...... Alan Dinehart | faithful takeoff. As with Metros) 
GUE coker scasencsaGuehtseas Minna Gombell } ; -Fox is | 
eagien Matha... cess, Stewart Reburn | Robert Taylor techn que. 20th a 
Joe Clayton..............J&pencer Charters| seemingly de-beautifying ower, 
Voice Of CRief..cccerseeessoss Charles Lane | and it’s a good move. He shows a 
y aoe nbd nihil ahaa ene eran ticcana new flair for light juve trouping 
4 OUNCOEP. corse cceeeseeeenres iesiane j : m ‘ : 
eee George Chandler| that’s becoming. The rest are ade- 


fIrving Bacon 


quate—which means about what that 
| Maurice Cass 


|adverb usually —s, pa yp 
‘ : Deut . | repetitious ‘I’m proud of you’ phrase 
Second Fiddle’ will do prime box- inet course, a carbon-copy of 20th- 
office, especially as summer fare and Fox studio’s Harry Brand’s pet chat- 
at a time when choice product is at as , ae, oe 
; ’ ance routines i 
S premium. ts by no means te! ont sliberete, 2's chiefly the ice 
best filmusical made by Zanuck nor | stuff, plus the ‘Back to Back’ terp se- 
the best Irving Berlin score, but it | quence, but pleasing throughout. Lou 
Silvers’ musical background is a nice 


blends well and plays glibly. In ad-| : 
es. 
dition, there’s quite a little comedy | orchestral blend of the ee 


through the combined medium of 
scripter Harry Tugend’s good lines 
and Edna May Oliver who dryly BACHELOR MOTHER 
Hollywood, June 28. 
RKO release of B. G. DeSylva produc- 


handles them. For the marquee, 

: ‘ : ot 
Sonja Henie, Power and Vallee, with | tion; Pandro Berman, executive producer. 
Miss Oliver, take care of the tung-| Stars Ginger Rogers and David Niven; 
etens nicely. | 


Justices of the Peace........ 

















features Charles Coburn, Frank Albertson, 
E. E. Clive. Directed by Garson Kanin. 


j j j .| Screenplay by Norman Krasna; story by 
The six Berlin songs impress bet | Felix Jackson; camera, Robert de Grasse; 
ter as part of the action than in the special effects, Vernon Walker; editors, 


abstract, although all are getiing a 
good radio play. 
The story combines several ex- 


Henry Berman, Robert Wise; asst. director, 
Edward Killy. Previewed at Pantages, 
June 27, ’89. Running time: 80 MINS, 


27, 








re raf POMS: POPPISM ss asseecs cateses Ginger Rogers | 
ploitive elements. One is the basic | David Merlin....cccccscccsecss David Niven 
premise of a search for the girl to] J. B. Merlin.....e.seeeseeee Charles Coburn 
lay the ‘Violet’ role in ‘Girl of the | Freddie Miller..........6.- ween “pee 
Butler. ..cccccccccccccccsesssees =. E. Clive 
North; best seller of two years ag0| Johnnie... s.vccecee sees Sivert Gopien. J? 
(‘Scarlet’ in ‘Gone with the Wind,’ get | Mrs. Weiss sobd000soeessedced -Verike Boros 
9 thi i j i ; Investigator....... eeeeeeeeeee urnes ruex | 
it? ), which Js an obvious enough rib. | Jerome Weled. ccacccesesseses Leonard Penn 
With that is coupled some palpable | Hargraves...... PY SPP PE Paul Stanton 
inside siuff on studio builder-upper-| Doctor........+++. eeeeee-Frank M. Thomas 
ing through phoney romances, which | {j8tTon.-+++++eees teeeeereeees oe eee 
may square the Tyrone Power-Sonja| Louise King....ss+ssccree eee June Wilkins 
Henie romantic ballyhoo that took | Donald Duck........cceceseeeeesees Himself 


place on the 20th-Fox lot some time! , erat 
ago. There’s also a good portion of| ‘Bachelor Mother’ will play a sweet! 
self-ribbing which doesn’t put the tune at the summer box offices. It’s a | 


finger too much on the picture busi-| proad farce-comedy, decidedly hu- | 
ness yet it’s audience-arresting back- in text 4 studded with | 
ground stuff, although phoney studio|™@" 1” texture, and studded wi 


romances may find repercussions in| laugh situations and dialog. Carries | 

future. — ‘some rather spicy lines aimed for 
Vallee is cast as the star who needs | the adult trade, but b-ead enough in | 

the ballyhoo, and who is coupled}. ‘eg 

with Miss Henie when she finally | implication to catch fancy of general | 

makes the grade for the long hunted | audiences. | 

Story itself is a rather ordinary 


Violet role. Mary Healy, as Vallee’s | 
Cinderella yarn, gaining substance 


—* love ie supplies the| 
i en -| ‘ : 
lent as the resourceful studio pub-|and strength through adroit direc- | 
licist (constantly harrased by Dine-| tion, excellently tempoed lines and 
oo — Lo pa —— — "~ situations, and topnotch cast per- 
urn hounded an 6s ‘ h 
manding cade boa, never po Bg but formances. Respective assignments 
plenty heard through a barking in-| of the players, under guidance of di- 
ter-office magnavox communication! rector Garson Kanin, squeeze every- 
system. thing possible from the sparkling 
material supplied in a nifty script by 
Norman Krasna. 
Based on this piciure, Ginger 


The episodic plot, while thin, is 
skillfully held together by Lanfield’s 

Rogers should not have to depend 
on her dancing feet for future film 


direction and a peppery script which 
assignments. She blossoms forth as 


is frequently punctuated by crisp 
a most competent comedienne, troup- 


dialog. Action is kaleidoscopic and 

some scenes are dragged in with but 
ing through in grand style, display- 
ing sincerity in the lightness with 


one connecting sentence to hook it 
up. However, it jells well enough. 
which she plays the role. Niven de- 
livers strongly as the romantic inter- 











Miss Henie’s Norsk twang is ex- 
plained by a Minnesota background 
est, in addition to »roviding one of 
the important cogs in the farcical 


where she is discovered. She’s a 
school teacher and her pupils are 
aiternatingly put through a ‘Song of 
the Metronome’ choral routine in the field day 
Picking up a baby on the steps of 
a foundling home, Miss Rogers finds 
her excuses inadequate and she’s 


classroom, and later in a juvenile 

skating sequence at the adjoining 
skating rink. Seemingly it’s a very 

leasant institution of elementary tabbed as the unwed mother of the 

child. Girl easily adopts maternal 

love for the baby, finding the home’s 

intervention with her boss saves her 


earning, combining scholarly curri- 
culum with the outdoor life. 
the sales girl job in the department 
store. From this basic setup, situa- 


‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). Okay 
filmusical with Sonja Henie, 
Power and Vallee, and an Irv- 
ing Berlin set of songs. 


‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). 
Topflight farce comedy loaded 
with laughs. Ginger Rogers and 
David Niven topcast. 

‘On Borrowed Time’ (M-G). 
Artistically fine prestige produc- 
tion, has change to catch fair biz 
outside of press plaudits and car- 
riage trade. 

‘Bulldog Drummond’s_ Bride’ 
(Par). Weak filler for lower 
duals in the secondary houses. 

‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB). Dead 
End Boys and Stanley Fields in 
reform school adventure that 
fails to hold up. A dualer. 

‘They All Come Out’ (M-G). 
Gangster-prison drama, for the 
subsequent duals. 

‘They Asked For It’ (U). In- 
consequential newspaper story 
in a small town locale. A double- 
biller on the flat rental side. 

‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par). 
A weakling in the ‘B’ division. 
No names for the b.o. 

‘She Married a Cop’ 
Trivial semi-musical 
for the family trade. 
get by. 

‘Trouble in Sundown’ (RKO). 
Good George O’Brien actioner. 

‘Arizona Legion’ (RKO). 
Above average mustanger. 


(Rep). 
designed 
Will just 








ON BORROWED TIME 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Metro release of Sidney Franklin pro- 
duction, Features Lionel Barrymore and 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke. Directed by Harold 
S. Bucquet. screenplay by Alice LD. G, 
Miller, Frank O'Neill, and Claudine West; 
based on play by Paul Osborn; from drama- 
tization of novel by Lawrence Edward 
Watkin; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg; edi- 
tor, George Boemler. Previewed at West- 
wood Village, June 29, '39. Running time: 
95 MINS, 


Julian Northrup (Gramps)............6. 


Lionel Barrymore 
Mr. Brink............Sir Cedric Hardwicke 





Nellie (Granny). cccccccccerees Beulah Bondi 
PEMEGID, GOB. ccccccocceecevoncs Cna Merkel 
oo Rr aaa eel rocccccccocs Bobs Watson 
Mr. Grimes....csccccccesesess Nat Pendleton 

Bi MVGRB.2cccce eccccceceeehienry Travers 
Mts, Sa an 54:95 66600400008 Grant Mitchell 
Demetria Riffle.......ce. eocces Kily Malyon 
| Sheriff Burlingame............ James Burke 
Rev. Murdock..c+.cccocece Charles Waldron 
Chariés. Wentworth .<ccccccoceecs Ian Wolfe 
a Sere eee” Seeceses Phillip Terry 
James Northrup...cccccecss Truman Bradley 





General audiences may cotton to 
the novelty of this unusual film 
presentation of Paul Osborn’s play 
which had a_ successful run on 
Broadway. Picture will be tabbed 
generally by critics and class audi- 
ences as an artistic cinema success; 
of that there is no question. It’s a 


| prestige picture for both Metro and 
with chance to get|* 


the industry, 
more than passing reception in gen- 
eral bookings. 

Despite treading close to danger- 
ous ground with its basic premise, 
‘On Borrowed Time’ holds a wealth 
of humanness and homey dramatic 
atmosphere in its unfolding to com- 
mand attention. Picture sets audi- 
ence for its thematic premise with 
a foreword pointing out it’s a mod- 
ern version of a Chaucerian fable. 

Death comes frequently to the 
Northrup household—in the person 
of Mr. Brink. Cussing, but lovable 
old Gramps, wards off the messenger 
of death until he can accomplish 
several unfinished chores. Finally 
when Brink is persistent, Gramps 
gets him up the old apple tree, 
which curiously holds Death in a 
tight grasp until the old man al- 
lows him to descend. With Brink 








Earl Carroll’s new Hollywood 
tions are neatly ae to provide 








nitery gets quite a trailer, as back- 
ground for the class joint employing 
Mary Healy, who sulks all through 
the footage when the studio stages rapid-fire unfolding of comedy epi- 
the phoney Vallee-Henie romance. sodes, 
Miss Healy, comely blonde new-| Niven, playboy son of the depart- 
comer, handies dialog in so-so fash-| ment store owner, becomes curiously 
ion, but more impressively on the interested in the foundling, and grad- 
vocals, She number-leads ‘Back to| vally generates romantic inclinations 
Back,’ a switch on the cheek-to-| toward Miss Rogers. Charles Co- 
cheek routine, inviting the Carroll| burn, as Niven’s father, discovers his 
nitery ‘audience’ to come onstage and son’s interest in the child, assumes 
try it. it’s his grandchild, and insists on hon- 

A swimming pool party gives Val-| orable marriage so he can have the 
lee his second vocal opportunity | distinction of being a grandfather. 
with ‘If Winter Comes,’ whereupon! At the clinch, girl tells boy he has a | 
Miss Henie ‘imagines’ herself six | SUrprise coming to disprove his ideas 
months in the future, and the pool | she is the mother of-the child. 
metamorphoses into an ice-rink for!, Despite its farcical treatment along 
one of her highlight skating special- | broad lines, picture carries plenty of 
ties—a dandy tango routine with 
Stewart Reburn. . 

Valle’s first number was ‘An Ol 
Fashioned Tune Always Is New,’ 
showing a_behind-the-camera_se- 
quence being shot. More back-of- 
the-boom stuff ensues, with the stu- 
dio party on one of the soundstages, 
in honor of the completion of the 
film. Miss Healy does her second 
number, ‘Sorry for Myself’ in this 
sequence which, with ‘I Poured My 
Heart Into a Song,’ is one of the two 
top songs in the score. ‘Song’ is used 
thematically, and is given a ride by 
Vallee who handles the 
burthen well. 
star (a touch of the ‘Star Is Born’ 
formula there) is incidental to his 
crooning chores, but he handles it 
well enough. 


chases the new star back io her 


humenness and underlying sincerity 
|in the unfolding. Kanin’s direction 
,is easily discernible as a motivat- 
\ing factor in lifting the entertain- 
‘ment factors to a high level. He | 
| keeps up a breezy and steady pace, 
with injection of freshness of direc- 
torial treatment that rises out of the 


caged, Gramps discovers nothing 
can die in the town, and this situa- 
tion finally develops into a tragic 
setting. Intent on preparing for the 
future happiness of his little grand- 
son, Gramps has everything prettv 
well set when the youngster falls 
from an attempt to reach the tree 
and becomes a_ hopeless invalid. 
Then Gramps lets Mr. Brink descend 
to take both the youngster and him- 
self to the beyond. 


Picture is warm and sincere ir 
some excellent small town character 
deliniations. Lionel Barrymore is 
impressive as the old man, turnin« 
in a decidedly human portrayal. 
Bobs Watson is boyishly etched ar 
the adoring grandson who tries to 
emulate his grandpop in talk anc 
mannerisms. Oldster and youngster 
together provide much of the com- 
edv elements in the unfolding. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke, as Mr. 
Brink, assumes a quiet and restful 





accepted groove. Chore is Garson’s 
third as a director, and indicates 
he is fast moving up. 

Baby Elbert Coplen, Jr., is cute | 
enough to catch attention and sym- | 


air as the messenger of death, with 
careful histrionic restraint. Beulah 
Bondi is a lovable old lady, with 
Eily Malyon, Una Merkel, Henry 
Travers, Grant Mitchell and Nat 


|pathy with some exceptionally fine | Pendleton, most prominent in sup- 
‘scenes. Coburn and Frank Albertson | port. 


'are prominent in the support with a 


light their brief appearances. 


i tages of topnotch production. 


‘On Borrowed Time’ follows the 


: vocal| pair of excellent portrayals, while | stage play closely, and retains the 
His role as a fading Ferike Boros and Ernest Truex high- | richness 


of human and 


spiritual 
qualities of the original. 


It’s a defi- 


Picture has been given all advan- nite departure from accepted lines 
It’s ajof cinematic entertainment, given al! 


surprise laugh hit that will do biz | advantages of finest production anc 
When boy-loses-girl and Power| generally and overcome hot weather | neatly guided in the direction by 


| box office lethargy, 


|! Harry Bacauet. 








DRUMMOND’S BRIDE 


Glendale, Calif., June 29. 

Paramount release of Stuart Walker pro- 
duction. Features John Howard, Heather 
Angel, H. B. Warner, Reginald Denny. Di- 
rected by James Hogan. Screenplay by 
Stuart Palmer and Garnett Weston; based 
Bulldog Drummond and the Oriental 
Mind’ by H. €. McNeile. Camera, Harry 


Fishbeck; editor, Chandler House; asst di- 
rector, Roland Asher. Previewed at Alex- 
ander, June 28, ‘39. Running time: 55 


Capt. Hugh C. Drummond....John Howard 





Phyllis Clavering........++.+- Heather Angel 
Colonel Nielson, ..e.sse.+---- H. B. Warner 
Algy Longworth...... esses Reginald Denny 
POD ce th oeuee dl ee ceueccsseoyes E. E. Clive 
Aunt Blanche.......... Elizabeth Patterson 
Henri Armides........... Eduardo Ciannelll 
GOPVET « beccceceducsaceocsees Gerald Hamer 
Inspector Tredennis............ John Sutton 
Evan Barrows..........-.+.Neil Fitzgerald 
MEO Uee BIOS, cc ost cpasectecs Louis Mercier 
RPMGOGTE. 00s cocscncvecée steed Adia Kuznetzoff | 
TREES. cccevcccccecs Adrienne D'Ambricourt 





Rather slender story, with fillout 
of chases to eke an even 55 minutes’ 
running time, ‘Bulldog Drummond's 
Bride’ is geared for slotting in the 
lower brackets of the secondary 
duals. Carries insufficient strength 
to support in the keys, or as a solo 
in the nabes. Strictly filler fodder. 

They finally marry Drummond off 
in this one, 


leases of the series will be produced 


in London with new player in title/}, 
role, according to present plans of | tj 


Paramount. 





Story is weak and ineffectual, and | 
is more of a cops-and-robbers theme | 


than the display of ingenuity by 
Drummond to solve a mysterious 
crime. Chase across the housetops 
of a French village is greatly over- 
drawn and creates reverse audience 
reaction. Efforts at comedy are ele- 
mental, with main device used cov- 
ering players with paint, concrete 
dust and carbon. Situations not 
timed correctly to catch a few laughs 
for old stunts, and are just there to 
fill out the footage. 

Drummond, still pursuing crime, is 
again approaching another marriage 
date with Heather Angel. Bank 
robbery and escape of the culprit 
gets Drummond involved in the 
chase to recover the stolen money. 
From there on in, it’s a serialized 
hodge-podge of .exaggerated thea- 
trics, until the Ghure and marriage 
of Drummond and his fiancee in the 
French jail. 


HELL’S KITCHEN 


Warner Bros. release of Mark Hellinger 
production; Bryan Foy executive producer, 
Features Stanley Fields, Margaret Lindsay, 
Grant Mitchell, ‘Dead-End Kids.’ Di- 
rected by Lewis Seiler and E, A. Dupont. 
Screenplay by Crane Wilbur and Fred 
Niblo, Jr., from story by Crane Wilbur; 
camera, Charles Rosher. At Globe, N. Y., 
week July 1, ’39. Running time, 82 MINS, 


WU SepadegeGustecesedaesecees Billy Halop 
JOO covece Ceccccecccccce ++++-Bobby Jordan 
MOTD . cccceecccs ececcece weccecees Leo Gorcey 
BINGO ccccccccccecccce TYTTT TT Huntz Hall 
Ace . eecccccee eeccccdecccese Gabriel Dell 
OUCH .ccoeseseeccccesesss-Lernard Punsley 
BOT cccsccececesesd «e++.Margaret Lindsay 
JIM cccccccccccccccccccesss- Ronald Reagan 
Buck cscocccccccccccccceses Stanley Fields 


-Frankie Burke 
-Grant Mitchell 


eeteeee eee eee eeeeeee 


eee eet eweeee eeeeee 


Mike Garvey......scescceesess+-Fred Tozere 
ee et PP eee ee Arthur Loft 
BaraW SEFAPAD. cccccececeseccces Vera Lewis 
Hardy ‘.cccés eececeesesese- Robert Homans 
WOME 6.060 écbbccccécendeaseca Charley Foy’ 
WOON . SSS cwks-decas - 6600 66 Raymond Bailey 





‘Hell’s Kitchen’ is another meller 
with the ‘Dead-End’- lads. Chief 
difference here is that it shows the 
bunch in a ‘shelter for boys,’ a la 
‘Boystown.’ Production starts off 
auspiciously and then gets tangled in 
the final reels when devious and 
absurd counter-plots assert them- 
selves. It never completely untracks 
itself. Result is not satisfactory, and 
it drops the picture into secondary 
or dual classification. 

Early episodes, plot building and 
crackling dialog bear the Mark Hell- 
inger touch. Hellinger produced this 
one for the Bryan Foy unit. The 
early promise of the fable concern- 
ing a reformed racketeer (Buck 
Caesar) and the boys’ reformatory is 
smothered by a quagmire of mis- 
placed sentimentality, hokum and 
general incredulousness. Film starts 
the racketeer as a typical jesting 
character who gets a wallop out of 
helping straighten out a crookedly- 
operated nome for boys. His the- 
atrical efforts to line up the young- 
sters with self-government, like 
Father Flanagan’s home, promised 
much but fails to develop. Yarn 
drags in a stupid hockey game, 
allows the cruel headmaster to re- 
gain control of the school and rings 
in a near-mob scene (smacking much 
of the ‘Boystown’ film) to _finally 
wind up the picture. Plot has pro- 
fessional players substituted in uni- 
forms of a kids’ school without the 
rival coach detecting the deception. 

Stanley Fields, as the racketeer 
who decides to go straight when 
placed on year’s probation, virtually 
steals the picture desnite the kicking 
around the scripters handed his role 
im Slate sequences. The ‘Dead-End 
Kids’ chip in with several moving 
performances but are permitted to 
mugg too frequently. Margaret Lind- 
say and Ronald Rearan are nicely 
teamed as co-workers attempting to 
run the boys’ school right. Grant 
Mitchell makes his crooked head- 
m?ster realistic. 

Dual direction by 
and E. A. Dupont probably explains 
some of the production confusion. 

Wear. 





Lewis Seiler to appear in the picture, 


| 


| 


——— 


THEY ALL COME OUT 


Hollywood, July 1. 

Metro release of Jack Chertok produce 
tion. Features Rita Johnson, Tom Neal 
Bernard Nedell, Edward Gargan, John Gals 
laudet, Directed by Jacques Tourneur, 
Original screenplay by John C. Higgins; 
camera, Clyde DeVinna and Paul C. Vogel: 
editor, Ralph E, Goldstein. Previewed at 
Uptown, June 30, '39, Running time: 68% 
MINS, 


Kitty 6. ccccccc-ceccccscccccsektita Johnson 
Joe Z, Cameron....... TUTTE Tere Tom Neal 
Clyde Madigan (Reno)......Bernard Nedel]] 
George Jacklin (Bugs)......Edward Gargan 


Albert Crane (Groper)...... John Galiaudet 
Warden—Atlanta........./ Addison Richards 
Superintendent—OChillicothe ..........., 
Frank M. Thomas 
*"SIOMDY JOO’ sccsccsesesecceces Géorge Tobias 
Dr. Ellen Hollis. .ccccorceced Ann Shoemaker 
Psychiatrist....--ccccccccseces Charles Lane 





This picture was originally set up 
as a special four-reeler in the ‘Crime 
Does Not Pay’ series which Metro 
has been turning out for some time 
in cooperation with the FBI, Depart- 
ment of Justice and other Govern- 
mental departments. After comple- 
tion in that length, studio execs gave 
green light to exvand it to resula- 
tion feature length. Combining ef- 
forts of the Federal Bureau of Pris- 
ons to rehabilitate prisoners in va- 
rious institutions under its direction, 
with melodramatic tale of a youth 
who drifts into crime, ‘They All 


Picture is last to be | Come Out’ will satisfy moderately as 
made in Coast studios—future re-| Supporting feature 


in the subse- 
quents. 

This one, despite comparative un- 
nowns in the leads, uncovers poten- 
al material that might easily swing 
into prominence with opportunity, 
Rita Johnson has shown progress in 
a few recent pictures, and continues 
to shape up as good featured possi- 
bility. Tom Neal, displeying a 
rugged and vigorous personality sim- 
ilar to John Garfield, gets his first 
crack at a lead, and puts it over most 
competently. Bernard Nedell, on the 
English stage and screen for a num- 
ber of years, presents a strong per- 
formence as the gang leader. 

Picture is first feature assignment 
for Jack Chertok, head of the Metro 
short subject production. Also ini- 
tial feature chore for Jacques Tour- 
reur, who has been directing the 
‘Crime Does Not Pay’ two-reelers. 
Tourneur is the son of the old-time 
director, Maurice Tourneur, who wes 
in the top brackets two decades ago, 

Main result of the picture is its op- 
portunity angle for unknowns on the 
Metro contract list.. On this basis 
alone, effort will accomplish its pur- 
pose. 

Story is of regulation gangster-in- 
prison formula. Nedell directs the 
criminal activities, knocking off a 
bank in a daring holdup. Neal rid- 
ing the rods around the country, is 
eased in as a member of the gang 
as driver of the getaway car, Miss 
Johnson sponsoring him. Federal 
Bureeu of Investigation tracks the 
gang down, all drawing prison sen- 
tences. 

From there, it’s a documental ac- 
count of how and why the Prison 
Bureau attempts to educate the 
criminals to go straight, and prepare 
themselves bv getting instruction in 
useful pursuits while serving sen- 
tences. Hardened criminals like 
Nedell. refusing any aid, are treated 
accordingly. After Miss Johnson and 
Neal are paroled and set in gainful 
occupations, pair show their grati- 
tude by preventing a safe robbery. 
Noteworthy is fact there is no prison 
break depicted. 

Picture, according to Metro. pre- 
sents first scenes photographed in va- 
rious Federal prisons. including At- 
Janta and Alcatraz. Prison setup 18 
informative, but it’s rather difficult 
to interweave the educational factors 
with the dramatic side of the story. 


The Movies March On 


(MARCH OF TIME) 


RKO release of ‘March of Time’ subject 
(No. 12, Volume 5). Produced by Louis 4e 
Rochemont. Directed by Alan Brown. Stars 
include Mary Pickford, Lionel] Barrymore, 
Wm. S. Hart, Charles Chavlin, Ben Turpin, 
Marie Dressler, Lillian Gish, Theda Bara, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Garden, Rudolph 
Valentino, Greta Garbo, John Gilbert, 
Renee Adoree, Al Jolson, Will Rogers, Paul 
Muni. Reviewed in Projection Room. N. Y- 
July 3, '39, Running time, 19 MINS. 








Forty years of the screen’s de- 
velopment are crowded into less than 
20 minutes in this short subject. It 
moves so swiftly and with such grip- 
ping movement that the two-reel 
featurette deserves extra billing. 
Although skedded simply as. the 
regular monthly ‘March of Time re- 
lease, ‘Movies March On’ is one © 
the best shoris of its type made on 
the film business’ growth. 

Picture vividly sets forth the 
strides of the cinema since the two- 
minute ‘kiss’ of Rice-Irwin and the 
‘Great Train Robbery.’ Both are reé= 
produced, the former a badly lighted, 
blurred flash. It carries the motion 
picture’s development to the best 
silents of 12 or 13 years ago, moves 
up with the initial talker, ‘The Jazz 
Singer’ and on to the present era. 

Early films have been kidded be- 
fore as have excerpts from past pro- 
ductions, This, however, is the most 
concise, showmanly job of depicting 
the screen’s growth from 1899. In 
several spots it seems like a plug for 
the film library activity of _ the 
Museum of Modern Art (John 
Abbott, Iris Barry, et al.) but this 
serves merely as a skein on which to 
heng the various oldies. 

Mary Pickford is the first real star 
in a scene 
from ‘The New York Hat,’ avith 
Lionel Barrymore in support. Typify- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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INFORMATION PLEASE! 


(an edsy one to answer) 


OQUESTION:-—t ran 41 weeks on 
me Broadway! 








—it was cheered by thrilled 
audiences! 


—it was acclaimed by all 
the critics! 




























—it became the most dis- 
cussed entertainment of 
last season! 








—motion picture compa- 
nies competed to buy 
screen rights! 


—it has been made into a 
motion picture that you'll 
be proud to exhibit! 
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The Movies March On 





(Continued from page 14) 

ing the early urge to go for action 
films is the Bill Hart appearance in 
a scene from “The Fugitive.’ “Tillie’s | 
Punctured Romance’ shows Charles 
Chaplin, Marie Dressler and Mabel 
Normand, this being pegged as 
Chaplin’s screen debut. Chaplin also 
is seen in a couple of typical se- 
quences from his ‘A Night Out,’ with 
Ben Turpin acting as second comic. | 
‘Birth of a Nation’ scenes are identi- | 
fied as bringing the initial spectacle | 
to the screen, with Lillian Gish in an 
actionful episode. ; 

Theda Bara’s vamping in ‘A Fool 
There Was’ and Mary Garden’s work 
in ‘Thais’ are given as illustrations of | 
trends in the cinema. There is a/| 
snatch of the spectacular in the acro- | 
batics by Douglas Fairbanks in 
‘Robin Hood,’ and Valentino is shown 





Horsemen.’ 

‘The Covered Wagon’ is pointed to 
as showing the trend in spectacular 
westerns. There is a closeup of 
Garbo and John Gilbert in a kissing 
episode that is a scorcher, and vastly 
different from the celluloid clinches 
of today. Gilbert and Renee Adoree 
figure importantly in an_ episode 


from ‘Big Parade,’ designated as the | 


last of the big silent successes, 

‘Jazz Singer’ is trotted out as the 
initial talking picture, after lab 
scenes of Bell Laboratories and RCA 
depicting research to get a talking 
film. 
‘All Quiet on the Western 
illustrates what the film business was 
able to do with sound in spectacular 
Wer dramas. 

Clips from the first Mickey Mouse, 
‘Steamboat Willie,’ illustrates the 
strides taken from the rudimentary 
cartoons of a few years ago to the 
present day, with ‘backstage’ glimpses 
of preparations on the next feature 
Walt Disney production. Will Rogers 
gets a deserved niche in the parade 
of modern-day talkers and the work 


of Paul Muni in ‘Zola’ spotlights the | 


screen dramaturgy of today. ; 
Sign-off rings in the top executives 
(at their desks) of major picture 
companies and a neat plug for the 
Hays organization. Will Hays is seen 
confabbing with Kenneth Clark, 
chief publicist in the east. Praise for 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors of America, Inc., takes the 
form of depicting the production 
code as an essential development of 
the industry. Joe Breen, head of the 
roduction code administration, also 
s shown going over a script. 
Weakest spots in the cleverly con- 
trived short are the introductory 
studio glimpses in Hollywood and the 
sugar-coating at the finish. Both 
probably are reauisite for the idea in 
mind, although the average audience 
possibly would have preferred more 
footage from typically older 5 
ear. 


THEY ASKED FOR IT 


Universal release of Max Golden produc- 
tion. Features William Lundigan, Joy 
Hodges, Michael Whalen, Isabel Jewell, 
Lyle Talbot, Thomas Beck, Spencer Chart- 
ers. Directed by Frank McDonald. From 
original by James B. Lowell; adaptation, 
Arthur.T. Horman; editor, Phillip Cahn; 
camera, Stanley Cortez. At Palace, N. Y., 


dual, week June 29, ’39. Running time, 
61 MINS. 

*Steve’ Lewils........00+: William Lundigan 
Mary Uou Carroll..cccécccecsss Joy Hodges 
Howard Adams.,... eseees-Michael Whalen 
Molly Herkimer..... eccccecces Isabel Jewell 
Marty Collins....... 006600606025 Lyle Talbot 
Dr. Peter Sparks....ccccsssss Thomas Beck 
Chief Lawson....... eeees- Spencer Charters 
Tucker Tyler......- Ce epececsecs James Bush 
Dr. Tyrie vises coccececeses Charies Halton 
Be BOG s. 6060s bccn secads Edward McWade 





Most newspaper stories are usually 
inconsistent and not infrequently 
treat of newsgathering or publishing 
in an absurd manner. ‘They Asked 


for It’ is no exception. Newspaper- 
men have often been astonished how 
the profession is painted by Holly- 
wood. In this case they will be more 
amused than peeved. It’s a light- 
weight dualer. 

Action is laid in a small town 
where William Lundigan is owner- 
editor of a daily paper that is having 
a tough time. He looks like a fugi- 
tive from a boy scout troop rather 
than what would be expected of an 
ed, even in a small town. His chief 
reportorial aid, ad collector, sweet- 
heart and village’s juiciest plum, Joy 
Hodges, may also have something to 
do with the difficulties. Among other 
things, she cooks meals for the young 
ed and two boy friends, a local doc 
and a boyish attorney, right in the 
shop of the gasping Bee-Clarion. The 


two juvenile types struggling at law | 


and medicine are Michael Whalen 
and Thomas Beck. 

Yearning for a headline, Lundigan 
and his friends go out to check on 
the death, apparently from alcohol- 
ism, of a farmer living on the out- 
skirts of the town. The questioning 
on such a tangent is a laugh. No one 
even asks how old the farmer was, 
when the funeral would be held or 
anything, but a headline breaks out 
which inquires whether or not the 
old souse didn’t meet his death by 
violence. 

Faking some clues and getting the 
local sheriff hopped up on a murder 
angle, the paper begins to bristle 
with success, especially when a lug 
comes in with a confession from the 
farmer’s daughter that she com- 
mitted the crime. How the news of 


that confession spreads throughout | 


Jolson takes the spot in this. | 
Front’ | 


the country is one of the biggest 
laughs of the picture—the wrong 
way. Also, the attention the local 
trial attracts, not dwarfed by any- 
thing this side of the Hauptmann 
thing, is another. 
Gal who confessed for the thrill of 
it (some joke) is finally proved a 
perjurer when the enterprising Bee- 
Clarion’s editor discovers that the 
farmer was actually knocked off by 


silk thieves who used his barn as a | 


hideout. 

Max Golden has captured the 
rural flavor called for, even if he 
and everyone else on the picture has 
gone awry in other directions, Some 





light comedy is supplied by Spencer 
Charters and lessers. 


ousness, it will get by as a side dish 
with a stronger feature. Char. 





‘GRAND JURY SECRETS 


in a typical scene from “The Four | 


Running time, 68 MINS. 





| Secrets,’ obviously a low-cost pic- 
|ture, gropes its way carelessly and 
| indifferently to an anticipated finish. 
| It deals in many absurdities, flounders 
around with a romance that will take 


| no one by storm, and is distinguished, 


'among other things, for some un- 


impressive acting. 

Two brothers figure as a premise, 
one a go-getting newspaper reporter 
whose methods of gathering news 
are fantastic, and an assistant d.a. 
who resents his frere’s interference. 


A doting mother and a girl, the 
fiance-secretary of the d.a. also 
figure in a set of incidents that took 
no great masterminding to evolve. 

Novelty twist includes a reportorial 
fad for shortwave transmitting, with 
an outfit set up here and there by 
the newshawk hero as a means of 
getting inside news. It appears that 
there is a club of shortwave enthusi- 
asts, scores of whom come to the re- 
porter’s aid when he’s being taken 
for a ride by a bucket-shop operator. 
It’s all highly imaginative and never 
very entertaining. 

John Howard plays the reporter 
like Dick Merriwell, while Harvey 
Stephens is the civic-minded prosecu- 
tor trying to get the goods on the 
investment sharks. Most welcome in 
the film is Gail Patrick, who’s de- 
serving of more than she gets in this 
instance. Lessers are William Fraw- 
ley, who vigorously digs for some 
laughs; Jane Darwell, playing her 
standard mother role; Porter Hall, a 
bucket-shop weakling, and Morgan 
Conway, his more aggressive partner 
in crime. Char. 





_ THIS MAN IN PARIS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, June 24. 


Paramount release of Pinebrook produc- 
tion, Stars Barry K. Barnes, Valerie Hob- 
son, Alastair Sim, Directed by David Mac- 
Donald. Story, Allan MacKinnon and 
Roger MacDougall; camera, Henry Harris. 
At Cambridge theatre, London. Running 
time: 86 MINS, 


Simon Drake..+e+.essea...-Barry K. Barnes 
POt Drei cc cee secvsrccce Valerie Hobson 








Macgregor... Alastair Sim 
Beranger.... -Jacques Max Michel 
Torch Bernal....eeees Cecccccccs Mona Goya 
EE 6a csersnesees TYTTTTT TT Te Edward Lexy 
MORE TOUTES; 6068600000608 Garry Marsh 
General Craysham....e....... Anthony Shaw 
Swindon. ..eccseces eseeee-Cyril Chamberlain 
SPRGCOM » 0.600. 4.64080 e660eedoeees Charles Oliver 
MOCOPTIOR COTE cccccscccenes Paul Sheridan 





_ Last year, when the film industry 
in England was at a very low ebb, 
a Commonwealth production was 
made at Denham called ‘This Man 
Is News.’ It was good enough for 
Paramount to take over for quota 
purposes and arrange for others to 
follow. The present one, ‘This Man 
in Paris,’ has the same authors, stars, 
director and producer, anc is a 
worthy successor to ‘News.’ 

The whole venture is suggestive of 
‘The Thin Man.’ It should fill a neat 
niche in Paramount’s British sched- 
ule and prove an adequate second 
feature in the U 


crime reporter on a London daily 
versus a Scotch editor with whom 
he’s always at loggerheads. Between 
them, however, there’s a bond of 
affection. Then, there’s the clever, 
classy reporter’s wife, who struggles 
along, loving and yet constantly bick- 
ering with her mate. 

The locale presently is Paris, 
where they encounter difficulty with 
the language and a gang of counter- 
feiters. All very effective and in- 
telligently dished out. 

Barry K. Barnes is the reporter. 
While giving an adequate perform- 
|ance, he doesn’t yet seem to have 
found himself, though he does show 
promise. Valerie Hobson, as the 
wife, is excellent, and Alastair Sim 
is surefire for the low comedy. Re- 
mainder of cast, direction, photog- 
, raphy and production are satisfac- 
tory. Jolo. 





If the picture | ; 
is taken without any sense of seri-| 7 


- | 
Fea- | 


SHE MARRIED A COP 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Sol C. Siegel produc- 
tion. Features Phil Regan, Jean Parker. 
Directed by Sidney Salkow. Original screen 
play by Olive Cooper. Songs by Ralph Freed 
and Burton Lane; animation by Leon 
Schlesinger; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, 
Ernest Nims; musical director, Cy Feuer. 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., June 
29, '39 Running time, 66 MINS. 


SMD | Sic inndese ccdwiedss cues Phil Regan 
EADGG Wicccdssvicceees bécesbis Jean Parker 
BOOM 0805000 00sseescesedactees Jerome Cowan 
Mahe] ocicccccecscscceccoseese Dorothea Kent 
SIGROP . crccccccesensssedeecess Benny Baker 
BOKING ccccecteccecdcosesces Barnett Parker 
SOO Caza cdbedicncticcdes Horace MacMahon 
PR BA sci scccacccsscesconnee Oscar O'Shea 
DER THORS occ cccesestcetceccssimn. Grew 
PEIMNIG occccacccuaccacecsecMtIe: CAREDOOEH 
OO 650666600666006060806403 Peggy Ryan 


i hese egueveda ued eens cease Richard Keene 





Innocuous comedy with music de- 
signed for family trade. This one is 
the familiar corn-beef-and-cabbage 
Irish family with a tradition in the 
police force and a broth of a lad with 


|a golden voice who gets mixed up 
| when out of his element, but gets the | 


Paramount production and release 

tures John Howard, Gail Patrick, William 
Frawley. Harvey Stephens and Jane Dar- 
well. Directed by James Hogan. Story, 
Irving Reis and Maxwell Shane; adapta 

tion, Irving Reis and Robert Yost; editor, 
| Hugh Bennett; camera, Harry Fischbeck. 
| At> Criterion, N. Y., week June 2S, 39. | 


| 


Chief protagonists are the star | 


gal anyway. Should while away an 
hour on duals, but that’s all. 


jand Hype Igoe 





Producers have counted heavily on | 


Regan’s singing ability. Three ro- 
mantic ballads and a novelty story 


pe llige- eae en eae epiak John Horace | twist make use of animated cartoon 
oat Gein. ....c Pp lone, William Frawley | drawing to put the picture over. 
| Michael Keefe...ccccccees: Harvey Stephens | They don’t quite succeed because the 
| Mrs. Keefe 2h4eeeee woeedeccecs ~~ beg | whole is offset by wooden cast per- 
Anthony Pelton. .+sssseeseess +55) ot Hartley | formances. Regan handles his songs 
Thomas Reedy...se+eeeeee» Morgan Conway | commendably but otherwise his work 
Robert Austin 2% ........, Elisha Cook, Jr. | is too repressed. 
Norman Hazlitt § Likewise, Jean Parker, femme 
lead, acts without distinction and 
Just another ‘B.’ ‘Grand Jury} zip. Jerome Cowan, as the heavy, 


pulls his punches and appears to be 
more sinned against than sinning, 
and Horace MacMahon, as Regan’s 
radio-cop sidekick, though trying 
hard, could have made more of his 
part if given more leeway. 

Regan and MacMahon are directed 
to quiet a noisy party thrown by a 
film producer who  is_ holding 
auditions for voices to be dubbed 
into an animated cartoon. Cowan and 
Miss Parker, the co-producers, buy 
tickets to the Policeman’s Ball and 
there discover that Regan has just 
the voice they are looking for. Un- 
aware of their real purpose, Regan 
is led to believe he will have the ro- 
mantic lead in a film, whereas his 
voice is really being recorded for the 
cartoon character, Paddy the Pig. He 
marries Miss Parker before she has 
a chance to explain the trick that 
they played on him. Comes the 
sneak preview with Regan’s entire 
family and friends on the police 
force in attendance. Chagrined at 
everyone laughing at him, as Paddy 
the Pig, he deserts his wife, rejoins 
the police force but ultimately 
everything ends happily. 

_ Freed and Lane’s tunes are effec- 
tively used, ‘I'll Remember’ the best 
of the lot, although ‘I Can’t Imagine’ 
is the plugged theme song. Barnett 
Parker is out of place as the screwy 
English butler but grabs whatever 
comedy lines there are. 


—_ 


Louis-Galento Fight 


Banner Pictures, Inc., presents the fight 
between Joe Louis and Tony Galento at 
Yankee Stadium June 28, ‘39; filmed by 
Jack Rieger. Reviewed at RKO Palace, 


N. Y., June 20, °30. R 
MINS, unning time, 21 








Pictures of the sensational scrap 
between Joe Louis, defending heavy- 
weight champion, and Tony Galento, 
should be a cleanup. The surprising 
battle put up by the contender, the 
knockdowns and many of the gory 
details are clearly shown. 

Little was expected from the pic- 
ture but indications are that it will 
be in heavy demand. At the Palace’s 
first showing of the film there was 
standing room, and right through the 
balance of the opening day. Audi- 
ence reaction was quite audible at 
times. A few hisses for Louis at the 
start and plaudits for pudgy Galento, 
but at the finale the champ got a 
round of applause. 

Film shows that the bartending 
Tony clearly scored more blows, es- 
pecially in the first and third rounds, 
yet there was merely a slight mark 
on the champ’s left temple as result 
of the sock he took when he was 
dropped in the third. Fight was not 
supposed to have been rough, but the 
film recording proves the contrary. 
Galento is repeatedly shown holding 
Louis around the neck while he 
flailed him with the right. 

Slow motion shots show the high- 
lights of all four rounds. There was 
a difference of opinion as to the 
of wallop that dropped both men. 
Tony went down from a left hook, 
the same kind of blow that he 
dropped Joe with. In the fatal fourth, 
the succession of rights to the face of 
the battered contender ended with 
the fat Jerseyite sagging onto the 
ropes, as Arthur Donovan stepped in 
between them to halt the carnage. 

There is innovation in that the 
fighters are pictured in their respec- 
tive dressing rooms directly after the 
battle and some portions of that foot- 
age have probably been cut. Battered 
mug of Galento will probably be ob- 
jected to in some territory, but his 
remarks are typical. He says he 
would have taken care of ‘that bum’ 
which is usual wordage from the 
fellow, had they let him fight his own 
way—to rough it up—and that he 





won't take the advice of handlers any 
more. Tony‘s bathrobe slipped and 





nearly showed him in the altogether, 
but the bit probably is out by now. 

Louis is calm, while his answers 
come so easily that the talk could 
have been rehearsed. However, he 
promptly admits Galento hit hard 
enough to drop him to the canvas, 
but claims he was off balance. If 
the fighters are on percentage in the 
picture end, they should net a tidy 
sum in addition to the coin received 
for throwing punches in the ring. 
Now that the legal interstate ban on 
fight films is off, it should help even 
more for distribution values. 

Film also gives a good recording of 
fight reporters doing their stuff. 
Jimmy Dawson of the N. Y. Times 
of the’ Journal- 
American are prominently shown in 
the first working press row. Ibee, 


Trouble in Sundown 
(WITH SONGS) 


RKO-Radio release 
duction. Stars George 


of Bert Gilroy 


O’Brien; features 






George O’Brien’s stories are legiti- 
mately rough and ready, and ‘Sun- 
down’ is no exception. It’s a good 
action dish, with enough stuff on it 
to rate with all ages. 


From Charles F. Royal’s story, the 
screenplay was dreamed up by Oliver 
Drake, Dorzell and Stuart McGowan. 
To these men beyond camera range, 
coupled with nice directorial work 
by David Howard, the film owes 
much of its punch. 


However, O’Brien leans into his 
role with all of his near 200 pounds, 
and pulls no punches where the go- 
ing is rugged. When he lays hand on 
‘em, he leaves calling cards on chin 
in black and blue. Authenticity is 
hard to get in most of these hossies 
when they reach the physical combat 
stage, but O’Brien looks better in a 
scrap than any other filmland cow- 
poke. 


A real estate man with his eye on 
a ranch valley which is mortgaged to 
the town’s bank, fixes it for robbery, 
throws suspicion on the banker, and 
tries to get appointed receiver so the 
bank’s loan assets may be liquidated. 
Valley being between roundups is 
short of funds, which would throw 
ranchers out and toss the land to the 
realty operator for a song. Figured 
everything but O’Brien, who doesn’t 
wait for the community to smarten 
up to start outfiguring the opposish. 


Rosalind Keith is the lady of the 
piece, daughter of the accused 
banker. To Cyrus W. Kendall goes 
the job of attempting a legal steal on 
the valley population, after an illegal 
steal from the bank. His henchmen 
are Ward Bond and Howard Hick- 
man. 

Ray Whitley and Chill Wills sup- 
port O’Brien’s play, Whitley with 
some music he wrote himself, and 
Wills with some comedy lines which 
get by with his mugging. Generally 
speaking, a good western. Barn. 


Daredevils of Red Circle 


(SERIAL) 


Republic production and release. Features 
Charlies Quigley, Herman Brix, David 
Sharpe, Carole Landis, Charles Middleton, 
Miles Mander. Directed by William Wit- 
ney and John English. Original story, 
Barry Shipman, Franklyn Adreon, Rex 
Taylor, Ronald Davidson, Sol Shor: camera, 
William Nobles; editors, William Thompson 
and Edward Todd. At Colonial, Lincoln, 
with dual. 

Cast: Charles Quigley. Herman. Brix, 
David Sharpe, Carole Landis, Miles Mander, 
Charles Middleton, G. Montague Shaw, Ben 
Taggart, William Pagan, Corbet Morris, 
Raymond Bailey, Snowflake, George Chese- 
bro, Ray Miller, Robert Winkier, Running 
time: 27 MINS, (ist episode), 





_With five minds digging for tough 
situations in one serial screenplay, 
‘Daredevils’ has its full quota of 
thrills for juve draw. Quintet laying 
framework consists of Barry Ship- 
man, Franklyn Adreon, Rex Taylor, 
Ronald Davidson and Sol Shor, who 
were each kept quite busy figuring a 
way out of the jam they were left 
in by the others. 

It’s all about Charles Middleton, a 
crazed convict, who, after escape, 
sets about wrecking the millionaire 
empire of the man, Miles Mander, 
who sent him to jail. Middleton calls 
the cops, tells ‘em where he’s going 
to strike next, and then goes about 
his sabotage just before they arrive 
to do anything about it. Works it by 
disguising himself as the man _ he’s 
breaking, all the while keeping Man- 
der cellared and behind bars in his 
own home. 

Charles Quigley, Herman Brix and 
David Sharpe, a high act in an 
amusement park which suddenly 
finds itself in the detective biz, dis- 
cover their muscles equally adapta- 
ble for entertainment routines and 
breaking heads. Gal is Carole Lan- 
dis, who’d like to run her fingers 
through Quigley’s hair if he’d just 
stand hitched long enough. Wild kid 
stuff, with a few different breathless 


pro- | 


| 


Rosalind Keith, Ray Whitley, Chill Wills. 
| Directed by David Howard. Screenplay, 
Oliver Drake, Dorrell McGowan, Stuart | 
McGowan; story, Charles F. Royal; camera, 
Harry Wild; editor, Frederick Knudtson; 
songs, Ray Whitley. At Colonial, Lincoln, 
dual. Running time, 60 MINS. 
DOG 6. cwS eevee en cca George O’Brien 
TOWEL cecccccesesec ..+-Rosalind Keith 
irr rrrrr ri tT Tire Te. Ray Whitley 
WRODDOP «0006660000400 600050500 Chill Wills 
DUStY .ccccccccccccoccees ba sweee Ward Bond 
PPT rrerre rrr rrr Cyrus W. Kendall 
TOR scveccsitesscndcedoecs Howard Hickman 
Hartman ...eeeeesseeeess-Monty Montague 
CAMGTON ccs cescencesovessrcccedl John Dilson 
Cook ... .....-Otto Yamoaka 
Best slugger in the westerns, 


——_ 


ARIZONA LEGION 


(WITH SONGS) 


RKO Radio release of Bert Gilroy produce 
tion, Features George O'Brien, Laraine 
Johnson, Chill Wills. Adapted by Oliver 
Drake from original by Bernard McConville, 
Camera, Harry Wild; editor, Frederic 






Knudtson; musical director, Roy Webb. At 
Arena, N. Y., dual, week June 30, '39, 
Running time, 61 MINS, 

BOORe Yea SOPs cc ccccoccccee: George O’Brien 
Letty Meade......eceeee..-Laraine Johnson 
Lieut. Ives...... eeveceessCarlyle Moore, Jr, 
Whopper Batch. .ccccccccesccess Chill Wills 
Judge Meade.....+..e.- «e+e Edward Le Saint 
Whiskey Joe@........0.% eooes-.Harry Cording 
Commissioner Teagle....... Tom Chatterton 
Dutton. .sccccccscccsos eeccece William Royle 
BESPOT s 6600004056606 06000005006 Glen Strange 
DAWSON. .ccecececes eesees-Monty Montagre 
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Fast and exciting oat opera, about 
as good as westerns go these days. 
Has all the familiar ingredients of 
fast riding, gunplay, pretty heroine 
and bringing the law to a land of 








escapes, Barn. 


desperadoes. Excellent work of 
|George O’Brien and Chill Wills 
should please western action fans 


and fill in nicely on double feature 
programs. 

Excellent casting, cutting and gen- 
eral showmanship tempo in ‘Arizona 
Legion’ has helped to overcome repe- 
tition of familiar story values used 
in previous westerns. O’Brien here 
has the advantage of being cast in a 
likeable sympathetic part free of 
spurious heroics and over-exaggera- 
tion. In addition, casting of Wills, 
as his ranger side-kick with a pen- 
chant for telling whopping yarns, 
and singing songs of the range, make 
both strong favorites in this one. 
Wills is apparently formed as a No. 
2 Bob Burns. Laraine Johnson is a 
looker, but isn’t called on to do much 
in the way of acting. 

The usual gang of bad men, this 
time protected secretly in their vari- 
ous crimes by a federal commis- 
sioner, Overrun a small western town 
until brought to a halt by formation 
of a band of legionnaires by the Gov- 
ernor of the state. Operating in sec- 
ret, and apart from U. S. Cavalry 
forces stationed in the territory, 
O'Brien plays a dual game, a famil-< 
iar mustanger formula. He is the 
leader of the legion but openly joins 
the desperadoes in their banditry, in 
an effort to discover identity of the 
higher-up. 

Final roupdup of the band and 
their leader comes about in a pitched 
stagedcoach battle, in which despera- 
does, legionnaires and the cavalry 
troops partake. Story also has a ro- 
mantic angle, with Caryle Moore, Jr., 
cavalry lieutenant, contesting with 
O’Brien for the girl’s hand. Works 
out okay as per schedule when 
O’Brien’s true status is made known. 

Wills establishes a characterization 
as ‘Whopper Hatch’ which should 
bring him te the front in western 
comedy characterizations. His per- 
sonality, makeup and performance 
rate well. 





New Theatres 











(Continued from page 5) 
Circuit for 21 years. House is be 
ing renovated and redeccrated. 

Theatre will be reopened early in 
September and renamed the Town. 





More Mo.-Ky.-Ill. New Bldg. 
St. Louis, July 4. 

Construction has begun on the 
New Grand, 800-seater, Owensboro, 
Ky. 

R. Yancey, Brookfield, Mo., pre- 
paring plans for 700-seater in Brook- 
field to be leased to the Fox-Mid- 
west Corp. of Kansas City. 

L. Melton, Hull, Ill., expects to 
open his new 310-seater in Hull in 
a few weeks. 

Harry Tanner, Pana, IIl., new 900- 
seater in Pana. 

Homer Butler, Clay City, Ill., new 
500-seater in Louisville, Il. 

Frank Barnes, Carmi, IIl., pre- 
paring early opening of new 770- 
seater in Carmi. 

Harry Pitner, Fairfield, Il., ex- 
pects to open new 425-seater in Fair- 
field next few weeks. 





Texas Adds One 


Dallas, July 4. 
A new film house is to be built 


at Port Arthur, Texas, starting with- 
in three weeks. Will seat 1,000 on 
two floors. Completion in six months. 





San Antonio’s Latest 
San Antonio, July 4. 
The Broadway, latest Interstate 
house opened Friday (3). House 
manager, Henry Bergman: asst. 
Jerry O’Donnell, cashier, Dorothy 
Allsup. Seats 1,000. 





2 New Ones in N. M. 
Denver, July 4. 

Two new theatres being planed 
by R. E. Griffith, Hobbs, N. M., seat- 
ing 780; and the other, at Clovis, 
N. M., 900 seats. Cargan & Moore 
of Dallas are the architects. 

Fox Intermountain reopening two 
houses, at Walsenburg, the Rialto; 
the other the Coronade, Las Vegas, 
N. M. Both dark some time. At the 
Rialto Spanish films will be used for 
one change a week. 
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‘MAN ABOUT 


has ’em hangin 





from the 








chandeliers 
at the N. Y. 


Paramount... 














Paramount’s “MAN ABOUT TOWN” opened to biggest week-day business 
in 9 months at New York Paramount. Last night’s tally of first week’s business 
shows “Best of the Benny pictures” way out in front of ‘Union Pacific” 


. .. that’s something to brag about!... We tell you, Paramount’s got the 





big ones! Paramount’s rolling those naturals, “Midnight,” “Union Pacific,” 
“Invitation to Happiness,” “Man About Town.” 











Managing director Bob Weitman of 
the New York Paramount, Jack 
Benny and Derethy Lamour de- 
monstrate that “Man About Tewn” 
box-office smile as they watch the 
crowds pack into the Paramount. 
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NY. Exhibs May Let Bklyn Screeno 


Conviction Stand 


as a lest Case 


To Also Curb Church Bingo, Etc. 





i 


First conviction of a theatre for 
running a lottery in New York may 
result in ultimate outlawing of all 
prize games this territory in 
churches, clubs, lodges, etc., as well 
as theatres, if present plans of the 
Independent Theatre Owners Asso- 
ciation of N. Y. go through, Special 
Sessions Judge Bayes, of Brooklyn, 
last week found Herman Eisenstadt 


of the Atlantic, Brooklyn, guilty of 
running a Screeno lottery. He fined 
the theatre $500 and suspended an 
additional 30-day sentence. 


Although attorneys for the I1.T.O.A. 
defended the theatre and there has 
been talk that the conviction will be 
appealed, latest strategy of the ex- 
hibs association is to let ‘the decision | 
ride as is, in the hope that the case 
will act as a milestone and the first 
real wedge in their fight to force 
withdrawal of all cash games by | 
non-theatrical as well as theatrical 
interests. 

If the Atlantic theatre goes ahead 
with an appeal, although this is by 
no means certain now, Harry G. 
Kosch, who is representing the 
Momart theatre, Brooklyn, when its 
case, on similar lines, comes up for 
a hearing on Nov. 20, intends to ask 
court’s permission to come into the | 
matter, amicus curia (as a friend of | 
the court) when the appeal is heard. 

Judge Bayes’ decision in the At- 
lantic case ruled that despite pre- 
vious Court of Appeals ruling, even 
if one admission is sold to patrons 
partaking in prize games within the 
theatre, it is illegal. 


in 








Wis. Curbing Banko 


Milwaukee, July 4. 

Enforcement officers in half a 
dozen Wisconsin counties have acted 
to ban bank night and similar money 
games on the basis of the state su- 
preme court’s ruling banko is a lot- 
tery. High court made this decision 
in the La Crosse Theatres Co. case, 
in which Circuit Judge Robett S. 
Cowie began a citizen’s suit to halt 
it in La Crosse. 

Locally Al. D. Kvool, general 
manager of Warner-Saxe theatres, 
has instructed managers of 12 War- 
ner-Saxe houses to discontinue bank 
night and similar prize drawings. 
Prior to this police requested Dist. 
Atty. Herbert J. Steffes to issue lot- 
tery warrants for managers of four 
Warner-Saxe theatres where ‘Holly- 
wood’ was played after the decision 
was reached. Steffes has the request 
under advisement. 





Banke Guilty Verdict 
Minneapolis, July 4. 

Paramount theatre, Austin, Minn., 
near here, has been found guilty of 
operating a lottery in conducting 
‘Bank Night.’ Sentence has been 
deferred until July 6 Maximum 
penalty for operating a theatre lot- 
tery is a $1,000 fine. 

The state supreme court has ruled 
that ‘Bank Night’ conducted accord- 
ing to its rules is not a lottery in 
violation of state laws, but the court 
in Austin’ held there had been a 
deviation from the rules. 





Bingo OK in Conn. 
Hartford, Conn., July 4. 

Governor Baldwin last week 
signed a bill legalizing Bingo if 
played under the sponsorship of or- 
ganized civic, educational, fraternal, 
veteran or church groups. Bill 
allows for local option and provides 

total prizes of $250 nightly. 
Licenses range from $1 to $250 

yearly. 


Repub H. 0. Moves Round 


Republic Pictures home office 
took advantage of the four-day In- 
dependence Day holiday, during 
which the business offices were 
closed, to move executive head- 
quarters around in the Setay Build- 
ing, N. Y. Publicity, advertising, 
contract and accounting offices were 
moved from the third to the 14th 
and 15th floors. 

Offices of Herbert J. Yates, Ralph 
Poucher and others will also move 
down to those floors from their pres- 
ent location on the 22d floor. 








RKO’s Releasing Accord 


Aids Cincy Indie Ass’n 


Cincinnati, July 4 
Frank W. Huss, Jr., was elected 


| president of the Greater Cincinnati 


Independent Exhibitors, Inc., at its 
annual meeting last week. He suc- 
ceeds Harold Bernstein, who was 
named secretary. A. J. Holt is vice- 
president and Herman Bley is 
treasurer. 

Having recently come to an agree- 
ment with RKO Theatres for 
quicker suburban release dates, the 
association anticipates an early 100% 
membership by indies in the Cincy 
area. Outstanding addition will be 
Ike Libson, general manager of RKO 
Theatres in Southwestern Ohio and 
also head of the largest local chain 
of nabes. 





Distribs Adamant On 
Comp'ete Repeal of N.S. 
Statute, Or No Films 


St. John, N. B., July 4. 


The provincial government of 
Nova Scotia has made no move 
toward calling a special session of the 
legislature to discuss the demand of 
the film distribs for repeal of the 
legislation handing over film move- 
ment control to the provincial cen- 
sor board. 

The distribs refuse to contract 
with the exhibitors, and most of the 
current agreements expire in Au- 
gust. Efforts to have the provincial 
government sporsor a special ses- 
sion at which a move for repeal of 
the controversial regulations, passed 
at the close of the 1939 regular ses- 
sion, would be made, have failed 
thus far. The regular session is not 
due until next winter. 

The government has reiterated its 
willingness to suspend enforcement 
of the legislation, but the distribs 
have nixed this offer. Their pre- 
vailing stand is for repeal, or no films 
for Nova Scotia. 

A. J. Mason, of Springhill, a vet- 
eran exhibitor, has been leading the 
battle for the independent exhibs. 
His chief concern is understood to be 
a claim that he is entitled to the pix 
at his house ahead of or simultane- 
ously with the showings of the 
same films at the Amherst houses of 
the Spencer chain. Amherst and 
Springhill are about nine miles 
apart, with many Springhillers go- 
ing to Amherst for their film fare. 
E. R. Lynn, of Sydney, another vet 
exhib, is Mason’s chief second in the 
fight, seeking priority with the 
Famous Players-Macdonald' houses 
in Sydney, on supply. 








Cops Have OK on Shews 








Hartford, Conn., July 4. 

Conforming with a charter amend- 
ment for the city passed by the re- 
cent Legislature, the Common Coun- 
cil last week passed an ordinance 
transferring authority for the issu- 
ance of licenses for theatres and 
other amusements from the Mayor 
to the Police Chief. 





Wis. Would Drop 3% Tap 
Madison, Wis., July 4. 

In response to statewide protest, 
including that from the film indus- 
try, the administration has intro- 
duced in the state assembly a new 
tax bill, which eliminates the 3% 
tax. 

In eliminating the admission tax, 
together with other sales tax fea- 
tures, the difference would be made 
up by tapping the state highway 
fund. This recommendation was 
made by theatremen at a legislative 
joint finance committee hearing in 
protest against the theatre tax. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Henry King bought “The Age of 
Reason,” novel by Sir Phillip Gibbs. 
Paramount purchased Barry Lyn- 


Moon Street.’ 








20th-Fox acquired Vardis Fisher’s 
prize novel, ‘Children of God.’ 
Metro acquired Chandler Sprague’s 
tale, ‘Sob Sister.’ 
| John M. Stahl purchased ‘Our 
World,’ a novel by John Hennrick. 
Berne Giler sold his ‘Legion of the 
Lawless’ to RKO. 





Devious Logic - 





Philadelphia, July 4. 

Philly exhib, asked why there 
were fewer summer shutterings 
than usual this year, despite 
cries of bad biz, explained: 

‘When business is bad, the ex- 
hibitors have no money. And 
when they have no money they 
can’t go away for the summer. 
And if they have to stay home 
anyway, they figure they might 
as well keep their houses open.’ 


THEATRES GO ON 
PART-TIME 
SCHEDULES 


Philadelphia, July 4. 
Major summer casualty to date took 
place here last week with the shut- 
tering of the mammoth Allegheny, 
operated by Warner Bros. 
only rated a nabe on run, house has 
the largest seating capacity of any 
theatre in Philly, except the closed 
Mastbaum. It holds more than 3,000 
and has never before been dark. 


Otherwise, despite general cries of 
punko biz, fewer houses than usual 
have been closed in this territory to 
date. While a flood of shutterings 
was anticipated a month ago, just 
a few have taken place, although 
some houses have cut out Sunday 
shows and others have reduced play- 
ing time to three or four days a 
week. 











summer darkenings in number—al- 
though not in capacity—are hot 
weather openings in resort areas. 
These include spots in the strawhat 
sector of the Poconos as well as in 
seashore resorts along the Jersey 
shore, which are fed product from 
Philly exchanges. 

Sunday closings here include the 
Carman, big indie vaudefilmer, and 
the Rivoli, Locust and Belmont. 





Wis.’ Part-Timers 


Milwaukee, July 4. 

Various houses are beginning to 
fold or operate on a curtailed policy 
for the summer. 

Locally Fox-Wisconsin has closed 
the Ogden and Kosziusko, and is 
operating the Grace and World on 
weekends only. Fox, however, has 
saved the main stem Palace from a 
summer closing as it did in 1934 and 
1935 by a shifting of product from 
its across-the-street Wisconsin. 
Meanwhile, the Wisconsin is running 
reissues until first-run A product 
is made available. 

The Alhambra, indie main stem- 
mer, has had to close due to lack of 
operating capital. Fox has taken 
over two more from the indies—the 
Ritz and the Zenith—to help them 
out. The Rex, Racine, has closed 
and the Vogue, Kenosha, is operating 
weekends only, while the Grand in 
Oshkosh now is running only Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. 

Texas’ Schedule 
Dallas, July 4. 

Summer doldrums have closed or 
put on part-time some 50 theatres 
in this section. Interstate Circuit, 
now in extra-profit drive to keep 
July biz good, has closed none so 
far. Griffith chain has closed the 
Texas at Plainview, and put Olney at 
Olney and the Navajo at Gallup on 
part-time. 

Independents look for upturn after 
poor spring as natives seek air- 
cooling to duck heat. 





TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, July 4. 





den’s stage play, “The Man in aed 


‘Eyes of Scotland Yard’ went back 
to its original ‘They Can't Hang 
Me,’ at Unive 

‘The New 
spread for 
Wasteland, 


‘Fugitive at Large’ is release tag 
on ‘Criminal at Large at Columbia. 

‘Unexpected Father’ final title for 
Universal’s ‘Sandy Takes a Bow.’ 

Columbia switched from ‘Escape 
from Alcatraz’ to ‘Behind Prison 
Gates.’ 

Metro changed ‘Pugs and Pen- 
guins’ to ‘Dog Daze.’ 

Queen Elizabeth nosed out the 
Earl of Essex in the Marquee Der- 
by at Warners. “The Lady and the 

ght’ is the release title for ‘The 


Frontier’ is marquee 
Republic's ‘Raiders of the 





Knight and the Lady.’ 


Although 


More than compensating for the | 





Philly Allied Endorses Mpls 


——D 


Move Rejecting the Film Code 


Philadelphia, July 4. 


Sentiment by exhibs here for 
prompt and increased intervention 
of the federal government in the 
film industry was the principal re- 











sult last Thursday (29) of a meeting | 
of Allied Theatre Owners to hear 
reports on the Minneapolis conven- 


tion of the parent body. 


Exhibs not only unanimously 


backed the action of the convention 
in turning down the fair practices 
code, but also went on record to a 


man as in favor of immediate pass- 
age of the Neely bill. 
and wire their 
action. 

Sid Samuelson, local Allied chief- 
tain and an executive in the national 


body, in explaining the nix on the 
distributors 


code, declared: ‘The 
thought they could bail themselves 
out of a monopoly investigation and 
the Neely bill by handing us fish- 
cakes. Exhibitors would have to be 
crazy to accept such an unfavorable 
trade.’ 

Samuelson reduced all exhib com- 
plaints to two things—price and 
clearance. And the code doesn’t 
mean a thing, he said, because the 
distribs refused to let the price ques- 
tion enter into it. 

‘The distributors by their own ad- 
mission forced us to turn down ac- 


ceptance of the code,’ he explained. | 


‘They declared after the negotiations 
had been completed that if they 
thought the problem of their income 
would enter into the code, they 
never would have met with the ex- 
hibitors.’ 

That 20% Angle 

Also stressed by Samuelson were 
reports from all parts of the country 
of distrib attempts to get around the 
20% cancellation clause and the no- 
pushing of newsreels and shorts pro- 
vision. He cited numerous cases 
where prices were upped 20% to 
compensate for the _ cancellation 
privilege and where features were 
refused — practically outrightly — if 
shorts and newsreels weren't pur- 
chased. 

Sympathetic with exhibs to whom 
this had happened and hot at the 
distribs, exhibitors at the meeting 
were driven into a willingness to 
pass almost any vituperative resolu- 
tion, when an official of the Philly 
Allied unit got up and said he had 
a complaint from a local member 
that a salesman had walked out on 
him when he claimed he didn’t need 
the shorts but wanted the company’s 
features. 

Anent the resolution favoring the 
Neely bill, some: exhibs revealed 
that more than a year ago they 
signed cards at the behest of film 
salesmen against the measure. They 
asked if the resolution would not be 
inconsistent. Attorney present ruled 
that in view of what had happened 
in the meantime it was perfectly 
logical for exhibs to change their 
minds and it is the latest signature 
that counts. 

Most of the exhibs had never 
heard of the cards against the bill, 
and expressed not too mild surprise 
that their confreres had been in- 
— into signing anything of that 
sort. 

Exhibs for the rest of the selling 
season agreed to send in unsigned 
reports on their deals. These will 
be tabulated and made available to 
the membership to buck salesmen’s 
claims. 





Western Pa. Also Nixes Code 

Against numerous acceptances of 
the code, conditional upon arbitra- 
tion changes, which distributors have 
indicated will be changed, in addi- 
tion to the Allied turndown the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Western Pennsylvania has rejected 
the pact. This is a unit in the Allied 
States Assn. 

A meeting of the membership of 
MPTO of Western Pa. was held in 
Pittsburgh during the past week to 
take this action, the majority in at- 
tendance voting down the code. Fred 
J. Herrington, secretary, reported 
that it was the general opinion of the 
membership that when and if the 
distribs offer a code that is both 
equitable and acceptable to Allied 
States, his western Pennsylvania unit 
will go along. 

Heading acceptances conditional 
upon a change in the arbitration pro- 
vision relating to three-party clear- 
ance disputes, are the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America, 
ITOA of New York, Independent 


They left the 
get-together with promises to write 
congressmen for 





Theatre Owners of Southern Cali. 
fornia and the Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of Virginia. In most 
cases boards have to be assembled 
before the exhibitor bodies can defi- 
nitely notify the distribs of ac- 
ceptance. 





Okla. MPTOA Undecided 
Oklahoma City, July 4, 

There is a great deal of speculation 
hereabouts as to just how the The- 
atre Owners of Oklahoma, Inc., 
MPTOA affiliate, will go on the new 
Trade Practices Code. 

At the convention closed last week 
endorsement was stalled by appoint- 
ment of a committee to give the code 
deep consideration and make a rec- 
ommendation to the board on 
whether or not the association should 
put its shoulder to the wheel on 
the deal. 

One member of the committee has 
expressed violent dislike of the ar- 
| bitration setup in the code so there 
| is likely to be some fireworks there- 
Committee is supposed to report 





: to. 
within 30 days. 





Neb.-Iowa MPTO Mull Cede 
Omaha, July 4. 

Trade practice code will get a 
thorough going over here July 11-12 
by independent exhibitors from 
Nebraska and western part of Iowa. 
| President Charles E. Williams of 
MPTO group called the confab. Buy- 
ing pools also may get an airing, 
since Williams has been trying to get 
one started for five years at least. 
| Arbitration and cancellation will 
be the main points discussed, says 
Williams. He hopes the code will be 
approved by exhibs in this district 
but expects opposition from various 
sources. 

Williams said he 
recent rejection by 
have any affect on decision of Ne- 
braska-Iowa group. Allied does not 
have organization in this distriet. 


Dr. DeKruif Film By 
Pare Lorentz; U. §. Coin 


Pare Lorentz, currently 
‘The Fight for Life,” Government 
documentary based on the life of 
Dr. Paul DeKruif, is due back east 
in about six weeks. Several other 
Government films are_ tentatively 
Slated to follow, but nothing is set. 

‘Fight’ is being produced by the 
U. S. Film Service. Among the Gov- 
ernment.agencies sharing in its cost 
are Public Health, Social Security 
and others. The Film Service is 
now on an allotment basis, with the 
work completely departmentalized. 

No permanent Hollywood setup is 
contemplated, but certain outdoor 
scenes are being shot there and the 
sound is also being dubbed in at 
General Service Studios. Explained 
that such technical facilities are bet- 
ter on the Coast. ‘The River,” pre- 
vious Lorentz documentary for the 
Government, was also dubbed in 
Hollywood. 


Phil DeAngelis Fatally 
Stricken During Fight 


Scores from Broadway, the out- 
door field and newspaper fields 
turned out Monday (3) for the fu- 
neral of Phil De Angelis, who died 
Wednesday night (28) at his home in 
Yonkers, N. ¥. Veteran outdoor ad- 
vertising man, 58 years old, was 
seized with a heart attack while list- 
ening to the Galento-Louis fight. He 
was an ardent Galento fan and had 
bet on the fight, which, together with 
the excitement of the ring battle. is 
believed to have caused the sudden 
attack. 

The De Angelis Outdoor Advertis- 
ing Co. handled billboarding and 
posting for many picture companies, 
notably Metro, with which he had 8 
permanent contract. De Angelis spe- 
cialized mostly in roadshow pictures 
and, when it came to ‘sniping,’ he 
knew virtually every spot for that in 
the eastern half of the country. 
Starting as an exploitation man, he 
was formerly with the Ringling Cir- 
eus, D. W. Griffth, Paramount and 
other companies. 

Surviving are Jess, the widow, for- 
merly on the stage; one son, Edward, 
and two daughters, Bernice and An- 
gela. 

Business which De Angelis found- 
ed will be carried on by Mrs. 
DeAngelis, Edward, the son, and 
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RAMISH GROUPS 
HAWAII CHAIN 


Honolulu, July 4. 

Survey of film theatres in the Ha- 
waiian Islands, just completed, re- 
veals Adolph Ramish and associates 
of Los Angeles, owning 11 houses 
outright, with total seating capacity 
of 7,120, and a firfancial interest in 
12 other theatres, with a capacity 
of 5,096. In addition to the Ramish 
holdings, his distributing company 
on the Islands supplies film for two 








portable setups operating weekly at 
Maui and Waiawa Camp. ; 
Principal Ramish holdings are in| 


Honolulu proper, on island of Ohau, | 
where five theatres with capacity of | 
4,530 are operated. They are the 
King, 870 seats; Roosevelt, 1,100 


geats; Queen, 840; Palace, 1,218, and | 
Sheridan, 502. King and Palace 
Bave a 35c top price, with policy 
€alling for three changes weekly, 
and with King giving 28 perform- 
ances each week as contrasied with 
17 in Palace. 

Queen has a 20c top, gives 17 per- 
formances with three changes week- 
ly. Roosevelt and Sheridan are 15¢ 
houses, each giving 17 performances 
weekly, on tri-weeckly change basis. 

Hundred percent holdings of Ram- 
ish on island of Maui comprise King 
at Wailuku, 500 seats, 25c top, giv- 
ing 10 performances with five 
changes of program weekly. 

Queen, Lahaina, 400 seats, 35c top, 


eight performances and four changes 
weekly. 

Princess, Paia, 300 seats, six week- 
ly performances, four changes 
weekly. 

Welcome, Waihee, 200 seats, four 
performances and two changes 
weekly. 


Setup on Kauai island indicates 
Ramish owns two theatres 100%. 
They are the Aloha at Hanapepe and 
the Pono, at Kapaa. Each has a 25¢ 
top, changes program four times 
each week for total of five perform- 
ances every seven days. 

Of the 12 theatres on Hawail 
{sland in which Ramish is financial- 
ly interested, only two, the Mamo 
and the Waiakea, both at Hilo, are 
operated with any degree of con- 
sistency. Mamo gives 17 perform- 
ances weekly and Waiakea 13 shows, 
each having a four-times-per-week 
ehange. 

Other theatres range from policy 
of one show per month to four per- 
formances weekly. In former class- 
ification are 500 and 300 seat houses, 
respectively, at Pahala and Nealehu. 
Former charges 35¢ top, latter 25c. 

Olaa theatre, at Olaa, a 650-seater, 
operates at 15¢ for seven perform- 
ances monthly. Kona at Cape Cook 
and Pahoa at Pahoa, with 750 and 
350 seats, respectively, each have 
three changes per week policy, for- 
mer giving four performances week- 
ly and latter three. Other towns 
give one or two performances 
weekly. 


Schine Conv. Aug. 1-4 


Gloversville, N. Y., July 4. 

Gloversville will play host to 
more than 350 theatre managers and 
personnel Aug. 1-4 for the annual 
conclave of Schine Enterprises, Inc. 
from upstate New York, Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, Maryland, Illinois and Penn- 
sylvania. 

Thursday (3) will be the conven- 
tion’s ‘play day,” featured by a golf 
tourney at the Pine Brook Club and 
a barbecue at J. Meyer Schine’s sum- 
mer home, West Caroga make. 











Indiana Exhibs Meet 
Indianapolis, July 4. 

Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
diana will swap alibis at Spink- 
WaWasee Hotel, Syracuse, Ind., on 
July 6-7 when 150 owners and their 
wives will attend the annual con- 
vention. 

Several business sessions will be 
held, but most of time will be de- 
voted to outdoor activities in charge 
of Don R. Rossiter, executive secre- 
tary, who heads the committee on 
arrangements. 


A. R. MARINER BROKE 

Albuin R. Mariner, film director 
employed by Audio Productions of 
Long Island City, N. Y., filed a vol- 
untary petition of bankruptcy in N. 
Y. federal court, Thursday (29) list- 
ing assets of $250, and liabilities of 
$15,400. 

During the past two years the pe- 
tition states his salary to be $5,330 
and $5,460. The largest liability is to 
the Home Owners Loan Assn., 270 
Broadway, N. Y., $14,292, on a real 
estate mortgage. 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of 


Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety 


all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
reviews as given in VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
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—— * c TALENT r. 
TITLE oe. s . 
RELEASE | Var. — Min. 
4/21/39 4/19 | THE HARDYS RIDE BIGH Cc M-G M. Rooney-L. Stone-F. Helden se 
/ WANTED BY SCOTLAND YARD M Mono J. Stevenson-B, Lynne 
4/12 BACKDOOR TO HEAVEN D Par W. Ford-A, MacMahon Lal 
5/10 FIXER DUGAN Cc RKO L. Tracy-P. Shannon 68 
4/12 FRONTIER PONY EXPRESS w Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart-R. Hatten 58 
4/5 WINNER TAKES ALL Cc 20th T. Martin-G. Stua + 61 
6/21 INSPECTOR HORNLEIGH D 20th G. Harker-A. Sim-H. Williams 16 
3/15 ZENOBIA Cc UA ©. Hardy-H. Langdon-B. Burke 71 
4/26 BIG TOWN CZAR D U B. MacLane-E. Sullivan 61 
3/15 DARK VICTORY D WE B. Davis-G. Brent 105 
4/28/39 OKLAHOMA TRAIL w Col Cc. Starrett-I. Meredith 
5/17 CALLING DR. KILDARE D M-G L, Ayres-L. Barrymere 86 
5/10 BOYS’ BEFORMATORY D Mono Frankie Darre 62 
4/12 LADY’S FROM KENTUCKY D Par G. Raft-E. Drew-H. Herbert vi 
5/3 BLUE MONTANA SKIES w Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 56 
4/5 VERNON AND IRENE CASTLE D RKO F. Astaire-G. Rogers 3@ 
5/10 THE ROOKIE COP M RKO K. Hoilt-J. Shaw-V. Weidler 60 
4/26 RETURN OF CISCO KID D 20th W. Baxter-L. Bari 70 
6/21 FOR LOVE OR MONEY D U J. Lang-R. Kent 67 
1/25 CAN’T GET AWAY WITH M’DER M WB H. Begart-G. Paige-B. Halep 15 
5/5/39 OUTSIDE THESE WALLS M Col D. Cestelle-M. Whalen 57 
5/3 LUCKY NIG HT cD M-G M,. Ley-R. Tayleor-J. ANer 80 
5/3 UNION PACIFIC D Par B, Stanwyck-J. McCrea | 136 
5/10 SORORITY HOUSE Cc RKO A. Shirley-J. Ellison 60 
5/17 | CHASING DANGER CD | 20th P. Foster-L. Barri-W. Vern | 60 
4/19 CODE OF THE STREETS D U H. Carey-F. Thomas q2 
5/3 CONFESSIONS OF NAZI SPY D WwB E. G. Rebinson-F. Lederer | 103 
—— . — — = | 
5719/29 | 4/26 | BLIND ALLEY D Col | C. Morris-Bellamy-Dvorak | 68 
5/12, 39 5/17 TELL NO TALES D M-G M. Douglas-L, Pl tv 68 
DOWN WYOMING TRAIL w Mono Tex Ritter 
5/10 SOME LIKE IT HOT Cc Par B. Hepe-S. Ross-G. Krupa | 63 
THREE TEXAS STEERS w Rep Three Mesquiteers 
6/7 PANAMA LADY M RKO L. Ball-A, Lane | 64 
5/10 | ROSF OF WASHINGTON SQ. D 20th | T. Power-A. Faye-A. Jolson | 90 
5/17 TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR Cc WB G. Farrell-B. MacLane 58 
5/19/39 5/17 | IT’S AWONDERFUL WORLD CD M-G | C. Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibbee 84 
/49/ 5/24 WOLF CALL D Mene | Movita-J. Carrell 61 
5/10 HOTEL IMPERIAL D Par L. Miranda-R. Milland 78 
4/12 MAN OF CONQUEST D Rep R. Dix-G. Patrick 96 
SOUTHWARD, HO! Ww Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart 
6/21 BOY FRIEND Cc 20th J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hymer 20 
5/17 | EX-CHAMP CD U V. McLaglen-T. Brewn-N. Gray "2 
6/14 | MISSING DAUGHTERS D Col R. Arlen-M. Marsh-R. Hudson 63 
6/28 | SWEEPSTAKE’S WINNER Cc ws M. Wilsen-J. Davis 59 
5726/39 5/17 | ONLY ANGELS HAVE WINGS D/| cot | J. Arthur-C. Grant 120 | 
— 5/24 | BRIDAL SUITE cD M-G Annabella-R. Young-B. Burke 69 
5/24 | UNMARRIED cD Par B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees 64 
2/1 STOLEN LIFE D Par E. Bergner-W. Lawsen 65 
6/14 | THE ZERO HOUR M Rep F. Inescert-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
5/31 | RACKETEERS OF RANGE w REO | George O’Brien-M. Reynolds 62 
5/24 | THE GORILLA Cc 0th Ritz Bres.-A. Louise 65 
7/5 THEY ASKED FOR IT CD U Lundigan-J. Hedges-A. Whalen or 
5/10 | CAFTAIN FURY D UA B. Aherne-V. McLagien 91 
5/17 | CODE OF SECRET SERVICF M WB | R. Reagan-R. Towne 58 
5/3 | TRAPPED IN THE SKY M Col | J. Holt-K. De Mille 61 
6/2/39 6/7 | ACROSS THE PLAINS W | Mono | Jack Randall 54 
5/17 | GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE C Par G. Allen-W. William 74 
6/21 S.0.S.—TIDAL WAVE M Par K. Sutton-R. Byrd 60 
5/24 | GIRL FROM MEXICO CD | RKO | Lupe Velez-D. Woods rT | 
JONES FAMILY IN HOLLYWOOD C 20th J. Prouty-S. Byington 60 
6/14 | INSIDE INFORMATION M U J. Lang-D. Foran-H. Carey 59 
MAN WHO DARED D WB C. Grapewin-J. Bryan 
R972 ARIZONA COWBOY w Cel C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
6/9/38 | 5/31 | 6000 ENEMIES D | M-G | W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson 61 
SHOULD A GIRL MARRY? M Mono A. Nagle-W. Hull 
6/7 UNDERCOVER DOCTOR M Rep L. Nolan-J. C. Naish-J. Legan 67 
MOUNTAIN RHYTHM w Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette ‘ 
6/7 YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D 20th H. Fonda-A. Brady-M. Weaver 161 
6/7 SUN NEVER SETS D U D. Fairbanks, Jr.-B. Rathbone 98 
4/26 JUAREZ D WB P. Muni-B. Davis-B. Ahern 125 
Ahan Q PLANES D L. Olivier-V. Hebsen 
6/16/39 | 5/31 | TARZAN FINDS A SON Mm | seq | 3. Weisemuller-M. O'Sullivan 81 
5/10 INVITATION TO HAPPINESS D Par I. Dunne-F. MacMurray $7 
IN OLD CALIENTE Ww Rep | R. Rogers-M. Hart-G. Hayes 
6/7 GIRL AND GAMBLYR D | RKO | F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
6/7 CHARLIE CHAN IN RENO M | 20th | S. Teler-R. Certez-P. Breeks 65 
NANCY DREW. TR’BLE SHOOTER D WB B. Granville-F. Thomas, Jr. 
6/23/39 ee ala ON TRIAL D Col J. Parker-J. Downs 
6/7 ISIE cD | M-G R. Young-Ann Sothern 72 
7/5 GRAND JURY SECRETS M Par J. Howard-G. Patrick 68 
HERITAGE OF DESERT Ww Par D. Woods-E. Venable 
6/21 | FIVE CAME BACK M | RKO | C. Morris-W. Barrie 15 
GIRL FROM BROOKLYN cD 2@th | A. Faye-W. Baxter-Treacher 
5/24 | KID FROM KOKOMO Cc WwB W. Morris-J. Biendel.-P. O’Brien 90 
6/30/39. | 6/28 | GOOD GIRLSGO TO PARIS CD Col | J. Blondecll-M. | 99 
6/ 30/ 39 6/28 STRONGER THAN DESIRE cD M-G W. Piaeeon-V. ereven Chase ” 
7/5 BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S BRIDE M Par J. Howard-H. Angel-H.B.Warner 55 
WYOMING OUTLAW w Rep Three Mesquiteers 
SAINT IN LONDON M RKO G. Sanders-S. Gray ' 
STUNT PILOT D Mono | J. Trent-M. Reynelds 70 
6/14 HOUSE OF FEAR M U W. Gargan-I. Hervey 65 
TIMBER STAMPEDE w RKO | G. O’Brien-M. Reynelds 
6/14 IT COULD HAPPEN TO YoU. cD 20th G. Stuart-S. Erwin-J. Gale 72 
A WOMAN IS THE JUDGE M Cel R. Hudson-O. Kruger-Inescort hes 
7/ 7/ 39 7/5 ON BORROWED TIME D M-G L.Barrymore-B.Bendi-U. Merkel 95 
6/14 | MAN ABOUT TOWN Cc Par J. Benny-D. Lamour-E. Arnold &2 
CAREER CD RKO A. Shirley-E. Eltis-J. Archer 
6/28 MICKEY, THE KID cD Rep B. Cabot-R. Byrd-T. Ryan 6& 
11/16 | MOTO TAKES VACATION M 20th P. Lorre-V. Field-L. Atwill 65 
oui WOMAN M U S. Gurie-D. Briggs-E. Arden 
PECTED FATHER c U Baby Sandy-Auer D. O’Keefe 
7/5 HELL’S KITCHEN D WB Dead End Kids-R. Reagan &2 
arectieeete THE MAN FROM SUNDOWN W=/ Col | C.Starrett- “a aa 
7/14/39 | o/s | THEY ALL COME OUT eo.| as. | ase 68 
MILLION DOLLAR LEGS Cc Par B.Grable-J.Hartley-D.O'Conner 
7/5 SHE MARRIED A COP cD Rep P. Regan-J. Parker 66 
7/5 SECOND FIDDLE MU 20th T. Power-Henie-VaHee 87 
THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC D UA J. Heifetz-J. McCrea-A. Leeds 
I STOLE A MILLION M U G. Raft-C. Trevor 
ON ONT en ae WB D. Morgan-G. Dickson 
7701] AKES VACATION C Col P. Singleton-A. Lake seo 
7/21/39 A. HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER CD | M-G | L. Stone-M. Rooney.C. Parker 
MAN FROM TEXAS Ww Mono Tex Ritter 
WAY DOWN SOUTH cD RKO B. Breen-A. Mowbray 
THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD D Par A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-M, Boland 
NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT D 20th P. Foster-L. Bari-R. Gleason 
WINTER CARNIVAL Cc UA A. Sheridan-R. Carlson 
6/21 DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS cD WB Lane Sisters-J. Garfield-G. Page 167 
ESCAPE FROM ALCATRAZ M Col B Donlevy-J. Ils- ix ¥ 
7/28/39 5/17 | GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS cD M-G | R. Donat-G, Pan sem sees 110 
ISLAND OF LOST MEN D Par A. M. Wong-J. C. Naish-E. Blere 
THE SPELLBINDER CD | RKO L. Tracy-B. Read-P. Kn wiles 
COLORADO SUNSET w Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 
SUSANNAH OF MOUNTIES cD | 20th S. Temple-R. Scott-M. Lockwood 
THE COWBOY QUARTERBACK -C | WB B. Wheeler-M. Wilson 












































































































































Slant on B’s 











(Continued from page 5) 








to attempt making features in less 
than 21 shooting days. In cases of 
Wurtzel and Hurley, majority of 
their offerings run beyond that 
minimum. Some of Marcus’ Pictures 
are pushed through in two weeks 
Cohn brought in his recent ‘Within 
the Law’ in 18 days, a low for his 
unit. 
Use Old Sets 


Often the B crowd is able to stem 
outgo by revamping sets that have 
been built for A pix. When this is 
possible, they generally expend the 
money so saved on higher-cost 
porting players. 

Wurtzel keeps close tab or 


Sup- 


daily 
rushes, sends production through to 
final fade, then does bit of retouch. 
ing if he finds he can effect improve. 
ments. Foy halts his films upon 


reaching the 85% mark; has daily 
takes assembled, and then mulls the 
situation for a week before signal- 
ing his players down the 
stretch. He can do this without 
added expenditure, he avers, be- 
cause he uses stock players and die 
rectors whose salaries go on regard- 
less whether working or not. 

Foy keeps an eagle eye on cutting, 
moving on conviction speed in B's 
motivation compensates somewhat 
for lack of b.o. names in roster. Per. 
fect B, to him, runs only from 58 to 
60 minutes. He feels overlong, drag- 
gy pictures are one of the causes of 
| current turnstile anemia. 

For U. S. Trade Chiefly 

‘Stay away from problem plays’ 
is the word passed out by all B boys, 
‘Public goes to shows to forget wor- 
ries, not to increase them.’ They also 
stand together on question of world- 
wide appeal for their celluloid chil- 


home 





dren. ‘Bulk of B rentals come from 
U. S. nabe theatres, so aim your 
stories directly at Amer’can rank 


| and file,’ they urge. 

B scripts must be complete before 
filming starts, they have found, be- 
cause they cannot swallow costs for 
delays brought about by having to 
wait for writers to deliver each page 
to director. When featuring mop- 
pets or juves in films, they seek to 
make sure business and dialog will 
be such as to hold adult interest. 


Cued by Headlines 


Foy, probably more than others, 
depends on newspaper headlines for 
suggestions. He shortly will send 
‘The Fighting 69th’ into work be- 
cause he says people are momentari- 
ly war-minded. Crime pictures are 
popular today as they ever have 
been, he finds. Costume dramas are 
not for B organizations, he declared. 
He was moved to make ‘Alcatraz’ 
because world press had stirred un- 
usual curiosity on part of public to 
see inside of a place from which 
they are barred. ‘Crime School,’ he 
felt, was a natural following on the 
heels of Samuel Goldwyn’'s hit, 
‘Dead End,’ which gave Hollywood 
the Dead End Kids. 


B budgets at 20th-Fox, Warners, 
Paramount and Metro run from 
$125,000 up. RKO continues to turn 
out some slightly below that figure. 

Executive producer in the Holly- 
wood B hives has the nearest ap- 
proach to a 24-hour-a-day job to be 
found in show biz, with routine 
split between production planning 
and supervision on one side, and 
keeping in touch with public's 
changeable pulse on other. Groov- 
ing B’s for greatest mass appeal is 
held a highly important factor. 

Attend any 20th-Fox sneak or 
press preview, or visit one of the 
village’s nabes where opposition is 
screening and you'll find Wurtzel 
out front rubbing shoulders with and 
talking to men, women and kids who 
buy ducats. When visiting exhibs 
come to town, you'll glimpse Foy 
showing them the sights in return 
for info on audience likes and dis- 
likes. That briefcase Hurley totes 
with him when he leaves studio at 
night contains his ‘home work’—ex- 
hibitor and sales department com- 
ments on his own and others’ prod- 
uct. Marcus scans daily reports from 
RKO drummers forwarded to him 
by Ned Depinet and Jules Levy @$ 
eagerly as a stock broker analyzes 
figures on ticker tape. Cohn keeps 
up on trends through huddles with 
Al Lichtman. 


OAT BAGS FOR PARSONS 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Lindsley Parsons dropped produc- 
tion of the Frankie Darro series at 
Monogram to line up a new series of 
Jack Randall westerns for next sea- 
son’s program. 
Another producer will be assigned 





to the four remaining Darros. 
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| Curbs Gifts by Extras 


(Continued from page 1) 








when the case is completed. 


Guild over proposed licensing of all| Contempt citations issued against 


agents was averted by a tentative IATSE tops in connection with the 


agreement to modify certain clauses | revocation of the charter of Local 
in rough draft of contract. Under- 37 and issuance of new charters to 
stood effort would be made to com- | five studio locals has been trans- 
promise demand that all existing | ferred by Judge Emmet Wilson to 
term contracts be modified to con- | Judge Willis. Judge Wilson stated 
form with standard pact to be ap- j the hearing had been postponed sev- 
proved by the actors. eral times, and that Judge Willis was 
Agents suggested present contracts thoroughly familiar with all the is- 
be permitted to stand as is. In re- sues since the case is now being tried 
turn for this concession the agents in his court. Judge Willis ordered 
would not oppose the move of SAG | the hearing set for July 17. 
to limit future contracts, probably Negotiations are now under way 
to 12 months. This, however, would between Coast advertising agencies 
not apply to contracts with ‘stop gap | and American Federation of Radio 
clauses written since announcement | Artists on 
of licensing program. Two groups | radio 
generally agreed these contracts | nouncers, singers. news and sports 
were prepared with the understand- | commentators. Naylor Rogers is 
ing they would be revamped to | chairman of agency committee, with 
conform with SAG requirements. I. B. Kornblum supervising negotia- 
Laurence W. eilenson, SAG tion for AFRA. . 
counsel, and Kenneth Thomson, €x-| New five-year agreement between 
ecutive secretary, represented the producers and the American Society 
actors at showdown meeting with of Cinematographers provides for 
the agents. Committee representing | elevation of second cameramen to di- 
the “ers included M. C. Levee, prexy | rectors of photography. Section cov- 
of AMG, Bert Allenberg, Abe Last- | ering advancement follows: 
fogel, Arthur Lyons, Ralph Blum ‘If a producer desires to elevate an 
and Byron C. Hanna, AMG attorney. | operative cameraman (also known as 
Negotiations are being continued | second cameraman) to director of 
this week in an effort to agree On | photography, the Society will, upon 
contract to be submitted to member- written request of the producer, 
ships of two organizations. grant such operative cameraman a 
Browne Action Approved temporary permit covering his ser- 
Charge of Technicians Local 37 | vices as a director of photography 
that George E. Browne, prexy of for one picture only. If the same 
International Alliance Theatrical| producer assigns such operative 
Stage Employees, seized control of | cameraman to act as director of pho- 
local union without consent of Gen- tography for a second picture within 
eral Executive Board, was exploded 





new regional and local 


! 

| 90 days from the date of the comple- 
tion of his services on the first pic- 
| ture, then the services of such party | 
|shall be considered as having been | 
satisfactory to such producer, and he | 


|shall. upon application. be , 
would be ready to render his verdict ' : a ¥ pores 





| 
| 


| 


' 


wage scales for actors, an- | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


hours, $15.13; daily, 8 hours, $54.45: 
6 eight-hour consecutive week days, 


four-week guarantee, $217.80: weekly, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





as a member of the Society.’ Newspaper reviewers in Pittsburgh 


Minimum wage scale for directors 
of photography for productions of 
more than 4,000 feet are: golden 


> that move was imperative on account 
$272.25; weekly, 54 cumulative hours, 


60 cumulative hours, 6 months guar- 
antee, no Sunday or holidays, $163.35. 
Minimum rates for productions of 
4,000 feet or less are: golden hours, 
$15.13; daily 8 hours, $43.56: weekly 
6 eight-hour consecutive week d AVS 
$217.80; weekly 54 cumulative hours, 
four-week guarantee, $163.35; weekly 


opening. 


tozether with all the scrip certificates, 


are doing a burn at Harris Amus. 


Co. there because of circuit’s decision to open its new pictures at the Alvin 
on Sundays for remainder of the summer, Critics figure that being forced 
to cover pix on that day will ruin their weekends. It’s the first time since 
seven-day week was legalized in Pennsylvania that a first-run theatre has 
opened its new bill on a Sunday. Harris execs countered with statement 


of conditions. Previously they had 


opened on Thursday, but that was one of house’s two Bank Nights and 
management insists those days can take care of themselves without an 





Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe on Friday (30) approved a request of 
Paramount Pictures, Inc., and authorized the New York Trust Co. to 
requisition and hold for redemption 
20-Year 6% Sinking Fund debentures of the company, due Jan. 1, 1955, 


by Paramount all the unclaimed 


not vet claimed. 


Out of a total of $51,157,734 in allowed claims, against which Paramount 


60 cumulative hours, six months issued the debentures and scrip, some $16,457 are not claimed. Paramount 


guarantee, no Sundays or holidays. 
$163.35. 
When director is assigned to dis- 
tant location the producer has the 
option of substituting a rate of 33.5% 


account, 


is desirous of redeeming the debentures and scrip outstanding on this 


Plans of Mayflower Productions, British producing unit, to make ‘Ad- 
mirable Crichton.’ for Paramount release recalls the number of big name 


in excess of the studio minimum, in| stars in the original silent, turned out about 11 years ago. It was generally 
which event the director of photog- | regarded as the top all-star cast up to that time. Thomas Meighan, Bebe 
raphy agrees to perform services at Daniels, Gloria Swanson, Lila Lee and Wallace Reid were in the Cecil B. 
any time while on location without DeMille silent. Charles Laughton will be the name player in the British 
overtime, except studio golden hours picture. It will not get under way until after September next. 


provision shall apply. 





The Society agrees not to engage The $500,000 action by Milton Spitz against Motion Pictures Greatest 


in any strike during the life of the, Year, Inc., the major film companies, 


contract provided the producer fully 
performs terms of pact, and to re- 
quire its members to ‘perform their 
services for the producer regardless action without settlement. 
of the existence of any strike.’ 

Al Speede has been reelected busi- 


Bobbydick, Inc., and the Moredall 


Realty Corp., claiming the plagiarism of his copyrighted game, ‘U-Spot-lIt,” 
in a booklet released by the Motion Pictures Greatest Year, was discon- 
tinued in the N. Y. federal court Friday (30). 


Plaintiff withdrew the 





Louis-Galento fight pictures at the Palace and other RKO metropolitan 


ness representative of Local 40 of N. Y. theatres opened to brisk business Thursday (29) on the heels of 
International Brotherhood of Elec- interest aroused by press and radio reports of the fight, but lost a chance 


trical Workers. 
Frank McDonald, president: Louis lengthy dual bills. 
Berg, v.p.; Earl Counter, financial 
secretary, and Harold Fross, treas- 


Other officers are to step up grosses through quicker turnover and more shows due to the 


After six months as an international film diplomat, James Roosevelt was 


urer. handed a new contract as production exec by Samuel Goldwyn last week. 














in Superior Court here by testimony 
of IATSE executives. Five of seven 


| 





IATSE vice-presidents testified they | 
gave their consent for Prexy Browne | 
to declare an extreme emergency on 
March 13 and take over affairs of | 
Local. Another vice-president, Floyd | 


From 
THE ETUDE 








In the opinion of the 


PIANO TRADE WMagagime 








From 


The SPUR 








Billingsley, had previously testified | 
that he gave his consent when called - einai 
by Browne over long distance. Bas . 

James J. Brennan, Ramsay, N. a1 The instrument simulates the 
and Richard Walsh, of Brooklyn, plano, the harpsichord, the steel 
told the court they gave their con- | guitar, the organ, horns, reeds 
sent personally at Browne’s room in | and strings. It also has instru- 


the Astor hotel. Harland Holmden, | , : : 
of Cleveland; William Patrick Co- mental timbres which are dis- 


bert, of Toronto, and Roger M. Ken- | tinctly new. Its possibilities are 


nedy, of Detroit, stated they gave | so great that it is very hard to 


their consent when Browne called | i 7 
them long distance from New York. | eotimate them. 5 meme be een 


It was also indicated during the tes- | exciting to all who have acquired 
timony that Browne had the consent | 4 Keyboard technic...” 
of John P. Nick, of St. Louis. 
Brennan stated he was in Browne's 
room when the IATSE prexy called 
Hollywood to ask how things were | 
8oing. After the conversation, Bren- | 
man said Browne turned to | 











From 


Nlavsweek 


and Walsh and stated: 

‘Those people have gone com- | 
pletely crazy again. It has got to | 
a@ point where they have started a | 
raid on the treasury. They held a/| 


meeting this afternoon and fired | « 
not only imi- 
three of the local officers, including | Tae Werneners : 


the business representative, Lew C. | tates known instruments but 
G. Blix. They are now giving away | produces sounds which have no 
our jurisdiction. I think we should ‘equivalent on the conventional 


clare an extreme emergency o ~ i 
de . ’ and | cess of its 


Brennan testified he and Walsh | imitations, the piano tone sounds 
Promptly gave their consent, and very similar to the piano over the 
that he heard Browne call four or | radio, And its imitation of the 


five other vice-presidents to ' 
a Ss get their r ia 
consent to an emergency. He then | 2rpsichord led one noted pian 


said that Louis Krouse, IATSE gen- | ist to say that he considered it 
eral secretary-treasurer, had advised | better than some actual harpsi- 


him to go to Hollywood at once to ‘ 
h ayed on.” 
testify at the trial now in its seventh cnenge Re ee eee 
week. 
Harold V. Smith, former Coast 
head of IATSE, told Judge Henry M. 


Willis he had called Prex ’ 
e y Browne | 
on Sunday before the takeover to | From 


give him information about a meet- | § j + 

ing of the board of governors of Lo- | Q UVTL 
€al 37. Witnesses testified he advised 

Browne that board had fired three of | 
ne and was preparing to | 

raw funds of the membershi j 

when the banks opened next ad “WE SING OF... a new musical 
ing. Smith stated he recommended instrument that is proving to be 
that Browne immediately declare an | gl] things to all men! Looks like 
extreme emergency so the board | 
would not have an opportunity to | 
































a spinet, has a single manual | 
‘grab the funds.’ He stated that John | Keyboard of 72 notes, is played as little marimba into Martha, or 








“The unique, dramatic and artistic character of the music from the | 
Novachord . . . gave the instrument a send-off nationally such as no | 
other instrument has ever had, at least in the history of the music | 
trade of the present century. . .. Millions of people have already | 
heard the Novachord, most of them over the air....A great popu- 
lar band leader has bought a Novachord, as have many other famous 
musicians and Hollywood studios. . .. To sum up, it appears that 
the Novachord has gone over with a bang.” 





nnouncing 
a brand new 
musical 
instrument 
for entertainers 

















Gre HAMMOND NOVACHORD 


These editorial comments will give you an idea what it could add 
to the effectiveness of YOUR music 








trolled by a swell pedal similar | your Bach into a flat foot fuguey. 
to that of an organ, while its This versatile invention is al-| 
tones are produced electrically by ready making its appearance in| 
means of circuits of ordinarv| smart hotels and night clubs, 
vacuum tubes. If you have) they tell us, as well as being the | 
learned to play a piano, you can | life of the party in our better | 
improvise to your heart’s content | homes,” | 
on this ... work a little hurdy 





“We, however, are living in a 


| labor-saving age, and at this 


very moment, if you can play the 
piano you can also, whether you 
know it or not, tear off a piece 
for a Hawaiian guitar, ’cello, 
violin, horn (French or English), 
harpsichord, clavichord, etc.... 
Such genius will be effected not 
through your own hyper-dexter- 
ity but by virtue of the Nova- 
chord, which is a recent develop- 
ment of the Hammond Instru- 
ment Company, who are best 
known for their manufacture of 
organs.” 








From the 


MUSICIAN 











“It is going to be about as easy 
to keep the Novachord out of 
EVERY orchestra as it would be 


| to bar a sax from a jazz band. It 


isn’t only that it produces sev- 
eral instruments in one, but it 
produces tones that no one ever 
imagined outside of a Thorne 
Smith alcoholic extravaganza, 
and in a potential variety that 
will afford an undeveloped realm 
of discovery to keep the intrepid 
tonal explorers busy for the next 
year to come.” 





gurdy effect into a bit of Haydn; | 
turn out a sentimental Aloha via 
the Hawaiian steel guitar; put a) 





$F" OUTSIDE NEW YORK 


' ‘ 
F. -| bassoon, turn 
dagen International representa- 3 piano, yet its volume is con | a blurt of 4 Hammond Instrument Company 
» and Congressman Williams — 7" F ae 
ag head of an IATSE investi- ( 2947 N. Western Avenue, Chicago 
ting Committee also urged th c- Mu M y 4 
tion. — IN. NEW YORK ‘ Please tell me where I can see and hear the Nowachord. 
Early Verdict Expected | . ( 
_An early decision in the IATSE See and Hear the NOVACHORD at lt Name 
CM ee ee ei CSoeoceseceasieressddscdcdee sss tanvbednngegeuevacs tues « 
Willis, who stated he would hand ( 
down an oral decision at the comple- kd See ECO ec ° 
tion of the testimony. Tops on both ( 
Sides had expected he might require eee Parr rr rr errr rrr eT TT Tir ri crre ri rk eo. ee oe 
oe weeks to consider the evi- | . o ( 
so —- prepare a written decision. | 50 West 57th Street @ stat 
ge illis stated h ept | : ere 5b bsek banded beeesibeeds tbnededeseenttas ast oeaee see 
abreast of the teatimony daily aaa Telephone Circle 6-2290 \a (7A) 
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To Same House: Theatre on Block 


| 
' 





Pittsburgh, July 4. 

Mrs. W. P. McCartney, widow of 
WB's manager in Punxsutawney, Pa., 
has just been named to her hus- 
band’s post at the Jefferson theatre 
there by Harry Kalmine, Warners’ 
zone manager in this district. Kal- 
mine made the announcement right 
after the funeral services for Mc- 
Cariney, a veteran Punxsutawney 
exhibitor and one-time 
owner there. Mrs. McCartney be- 
comes the only woman manager in 
the WB-Pittsburgh district. 

The Palace in nearby Tarentum, 
Pa., owned by William L. Brown and 
Gregory Kusulis, listed for sale by 
the sheriff of Allegheny county 
yesterday (3) to satisfy debts 
$82,200 listed against the property. 


Brown, an old-time showman in 
Tarentum and one-time big league 
baseball player, was recently ap- 


pointed to a political post in the 
Pennsylvania state tax department. 
Week after N. A. Malanos an- 
nouneed that he was building a new 
house in East McKeesport, Pa., plans 
for a competition spot were approved 
and construction on both sites prog- 
pressed simultaneously. Second spot 


of | 


ager of the Liberty which shuttered 
| (29), transferred to the L. L. Deni- 
Westland Theatres, in Greeley, Colo., 
| where he’ll be city manager. Was 
iskedded to move from the Liberty 
to the Kiva here, but Dent ordered 
him to Colorado to operate the Chief 
land Kiva instead. 

| In a simultaneous opening and /! 
| closing, the 1,000-seat Liberty dark- | 








opened (30) last week. They’re Ne- 


i braska Theatres, Inc., houses. 


WB Manager's Widow Appointed 


Haunted 





San Diego, July 4. 
This border village boasts the 
country’s only haunted deluxer. 
Fox, town’s ace, emits continu- 
ous eerie moan on one balcony 
stairway. Weird wail continues 
night and day. Engineers say 
chain-clank is due to a_ loose 
turnbuckle sealed up in the wall 
and connected to the flickery’s 
quakeproof suspended ceiling. 
Superstitious employes claim 
it’s the ghost of a district mana- 
ger. 








Drive-In Theatre in Reading has 


| Alvin Hendricks, manager of the| opened for Friday and Saturday 
| Varsity, resigned, effective (12), will | night trade. 
| vacash for a short time in Texas and WB Palace will remain open 


then moves into an exchange job. 
Muse, Osceola, Neb., sold this week 


coln. ‘Takes possession (5). Klein 
has had the house for many years, | 
'and has no future plans. 


———— 


Burkhardt to Beston 


Boston, July 4. 


Washington, D. C., appointed man- | 





ceeding George A. Jones, resigned. 
| Eddie Richardson, from Loew’s Penn, 


| during alterations. ne 
ae “| house would have to shutter while 
| by Frank ‘Jein to J. B. Logan, Lin- | building over it is being removed 


It was believed 


and a new roof put on in compliance 


with Philly law, but engineers have 


gotten around necessity for closing. 


Goldman circuit switches Sam 


Cohen from manager of 56th St. to 


| at 


the Pottstown, and George Flicker 
Howard Burkhardt, from Capitol,|from Terminal to Highway, York. 


Susquehanna renovated and re- 


ager of Loew’s Orpheum here, suc- | tagged the Senate. 


Joe Flood new ad sales manager 
Paramount, succeeding Stanley 


is being built by Andy Battiston and | Pittsburgh, in as assistant manager, | Chase, who goes to h.o. foreign de- 


Dominick Serrac, and there are re- 
ports that they’re being backed by 
big independent circuit locally. 





RKO 58th St.’s Tax Suit 
Supreme Court Justice Ernest 
Hammer in N. Y., Morday (3), 


erdered William Stanley Miller, as 
president of the Board of Taxes and 
Assessments 
Dominic A. Trotter, William Mills 
and Joseph Lully, as commissioners 
and members of the Board of Taxes 
and Assessments, to appear in the 
supreme court Sept. 18 to answer a 
eomplaint against them by the RKO 


in the City of N. Y.,| 


replacing Walter. Kessler, transferred 
to Southeastern division. 


Par’s Free Ad 





Matter 


| This year, for the customary Para- | 


| mount week, Sept. 3-9, Par is giving 
|exhibitors free advertising material 
| providing they are participating by 
| booking the company’s product dur- 
|ing the specified week. 

In addition to onesheets, cloth 
banners, stickers and cardboard 
pennants, exhibs will get production 
| advertising material comparable in 
| value to the amount of such ma- 
|terial an account has ordered to 
| cover his Par week playdates, pro- 


| vided that the total on each picture | 


Proctor Corp., which owns the 58th at least equals his average purchase 


St. theatre. 
This property was 


the site was overassessed by $387,000. 
Monroe, Jr., to Cole. 
Lincoln, July 4. 


George Monroe, Jr., formerly man- 


assesse4 at 
$755,000 unimproved, and $1,325,000 
improved for 1939. It is claimed that 


on any production. 


Philly Zone Moves 
Philadelphia, July 4. 

Charles Cox, of Philly, to manage 
Astor, Allentown. 

United Artists understood seeking 
site for erection of a new Philly ex- 
change building. 

Herman Goldberg to 





take over 
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ee sPeROREOUEaCEoOANONLI HE 








tseuentosetasnnenenagoerssaneannnte 








PS RUE ns Uh RAT A 
THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 








Daughters 


Courageous 


starring JOHN GARFIELD * Claude Rains 


seeeee ies SS 













TOMORROW 


Merle Oberon 
“Wuthering 
Heights” 





Last Times Today 


Eddie Cantor 


and Camel Caravan 


On Screen 





On Stage 
"It's A Ella Fit id 
Wonderful Worjd” ond — %y 








Air-Conditioned 








Wth Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 


ALL 2 e TO 
SEATS 1PM. 


HELD OVER 


“SECOND 
FIDDLE” 


—On the Stage— 
New Stage Show 





The Great Stage 
Success New Comes 
Te The Screen! Broedwey 


“ON BORROWED TIME” 


Lionel Sir Cedric 
BARRYMORE HARDWICKE 


A Metro-Goidwyn-Mayer Picture 














Air-Conditioned 





ary MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“BACHELOR 
MOTHER" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








Continuous from 10 a.m. 
Pop. Prices, 25¢ to 1 p.m. 


S'way end 45th St Late Show 11:30 pm Nightly 


Robert Donat in M-G-M’s 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson—2nd Month 

















HELD OVER 1N PERSON 
“MAN ABOUT | Gene Krupa 
TOWN” and His Ore 
See we Andrews 
Jack Benny Sisters 





TIMES 


PARAMOUNT 


SQUARE 


Brown Serial Boss 


Hollywood, July 4. 
x H. S. Brown was made production 
executive in charge of all serials at 


Republic. First cliffhanger under his 
supervision is ‘Zorro’s Fighting 
Legion.’ 


Studio also upped Robert Beche to 
associate producer, 





| 











| 


partment. Bill Sharpe back to road, 


| covering eastern exchanges. 





Open One, Clese One 
Raleigh, N. C., July 4. 
Raleigh’s first neighborhood thea- 


tre, the Varsity, across from State | out. It also claims lack of jurisdic- | 


College, to seat 523, will be opened 
in the fall. City manager W. G. 
Enloe of North Carolina Theatres 
confirms that the State would close. 


1,200-Seater in Det. 
Detroit, July 4. 
A 1,200-seat theatre will be in- 
cluded in the new $500,000 shopping 
center planned for northwest sec- 


tion of Detroit by the Six-Meyers | 


Corp. Set for completion by Nov. 1. 





Lambert to Racine 
Milwaukee, July 4. 

Stanley Lambert, former manager 
of Warners’ Shore, Chicago, been 
named manager of WB Rialto, 
Racine, sueceeding Harvey Kny, 
shifted to Venetian, Racine. Kny re- 
places Don Nichols, transferred east. 

Articles of incorporation have been 
filed here by the Waterloo Theatre, 
Inc., and the West Salem Theatre. 
Incorporators of both are Egon W. 
Peck, Albert C. Heller and A. J. 
Engelhard. 

Silver Dome ballroom 
ville again showing pix 
come-on for dancing. 


Neills- 
free as 


in 





$500 Denver Theatre Fire 


Denver, July 4. 
About $500 damage done to the 


the projection booth, causing the 
house to shut down for about two 
(Continued on page 50) 


RKO HELD TO TRIAL 
ON ‘GUNGA DIN’ SUI 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
Federal Judge Paul J. McCormick 
denied RKO’s motion to dismiss the 
plagiarism action brought by Harry 
Gould over the picture, ‘Gunga Din.’ 
Gould, assignee for Alfred Gould- 
ing, author of the story, asks an in- 

junction and accounting of profits. 


Davis, Garfield Teamed 
In Hula Pic at Warners 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Bette Davis and John Garfield 
team up in ‘We Shall Meet Again,’ 
slated to roll late in September at 
Warners under direction of Edmund 
Goulding. 


Picture, based on a novel by 
Jacques Bogar, has a Honolulu back- 
ground. 


GTE, Mad. Sq.’s Divvys 


General Theatre Equipment de- 
clared a 25¢ dividend on its capital 
stock last week, as had, been antici- 
pated. This makes 50c that has 
been paid or declared payable this 
year. Divvy is payable July 14 to 
stock on record, July 7. 

Madison Square Garden Corp. de- 
clared 25¢ cash payment also last 
week. Corporation distributed 60c 
last May and has paid or declared 
payable $1.10 thus far this year. 
Latest dividend is payable Aug. 31 























to stock on record, Aug. 18. 


ee 
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Majors Deny U.S. Charges 








(Continued from page 4) 


| the theatre interests of 20th Century- 
Fox, or that the bank is an associ- 
ated corporation. A complete denial 
of all other charges is made, and the 
request for a dismissal of the action. 

William J. Donovan's firm filed 
KKO’s answer. This firm will prob- 
ably be the most outstanding in the 
trial, as it is probable that Col. Don- 
ovan will handle actual defense for 








theatre| ened (29), and the 440-seat Kiva | Reo, Frankford, formerly operated | all defendants except Columbia and 
by George Fishman. 


United Artists. Answering for Irving 
Trust, RKO’s trustee, RKO Radio 
| Pictures Inc., Pathe News, Inc., Van 
|Beuren Corp., RKO Proctor Corp., 
RKO Midwest Corp., Leo Spitz, Ned 
|E. Depinet, William Mallard, William 
|H. Clark, Jules Levy, James G. Har- 
ibord and Lunsford P. Yandell, the 


same denials as entered by Para- 
| mount were stated, together with a | 


statement that the federal court has 
no jurisdiction over the action. A 
dismissal is asked. 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum also 
jan answer through Goldwater 
| Flynn, for itself, Malcolm Kingsberg 


| 
| 


|}and Leon Goldberg. The company | make 
| denies it is a wholly owned subsid- | 


iary of RKO, and that it engaged in 
|any division of territory to force out 
| independent exhibitors. 


filed | 
& | 


Sydney Towell, William Goetz, H. 
Donald Campbell, John R. Dillon 
William P. Philips, Hermann G. 
Place, Seton Porter, Daniel O. Hast. 
ings, Truman H. Talley and Herman 
Wobber. 

National Theatres Corp., answering 
through the same attorneys, stated 
that in 97 cases it was without suffi- 
| cient knowledge to form an opinion 
| to properly answer. It admits oper- 
|ations of theatres in 10 states, but 
| denies that the Chase Bank is an 
| associated corporation with them. 
| The rest of the denials are identica] 
| to preceding ones, as is the demand 
for a dismissal of the action. Of- 
ficers of National Theatres whose 
answers were identical were Spyros 
P. Skouras, A. S. Gambee, H. C. Cox 
|and John P. Edmundson 


| Last to file was Loew’s, Inc. 
| through Davis, Polk, Wardell, Gar- 





| diner & Reed, together with J. Rob. 
‘ert Rubin. Loew’s say little that is 
new, and repeats Warners’ contention 
that it never asks an exhibitor if he 
has other product before it sells him 
theirs, to determine whether or not 


ihe is overbuying. The company 
s a significant statement in that 
| it uses its own descretion in refusing 


by license second or subsequent runs. 
| Lastly, differing from some of the 
others, Loew’s admits that the U. S. 


| K-A-O states that it operates +4 | constitutes the principal outlet for 
| 


theatres in six states, and is in com- | 


| petition with Loew theatres through- 


tion on the part of the U. S. as well 
as failure to state a cause of action. 
|A dismissal is sought. 

| Universal Pictures Corp., filing 
| through Chadbourne, Hunt, Jaeckl & 
| Brown, declares it has no knowledge 
|of what the Government was driving 
at in 107 cases, and denied in full, 





films. All violations are denied and 
a dismissal of the action sought. 


Loew’s affiliated defendants who 
| answered the complaint include Me- 
| tro Corp., Metro Distributing Corp. 
| of Texas, Nicholas M. Schenck, Ar- 
| thur Loew, J. Robert Rubin, Edgar 
| Mannix, Sam Katz, David Bernstein, 
Leopold Freedman, Louis B. Mayer, 
William F. Rogers, Charles C. Mos- 
cowitz, John R. Hazel, David War- 





without further explanation, charges | field, William A. Parker, Harry Rapf, 


“5 


in 57 


cases, The usual preamble, that | Edward A. Schiller, Henry Rogers 


it did not violate in the past, now, | Winthrop and Al Lichtman. 


|or has no intentions in the future, | 


'any of the clauses of the Sherman 
|anti-trust act, begins the answer. 


company denies that production and 
exhibition facilities have been in- 
| tegrated by Universal, or that the 


|eight major defendants constitute all | 


| the majors in the field. The Govern- 
|ment has no cause of action declares 
Universal, in asking a dismissal. The 
|petition covers the following men: 
J. Cheever Cowdin, Charles R. 
Rogers, Samuel Machnovitch, James 
P. Normanly, Nathan J. Blumberg, 
| Peyton Gibson, William  Freiday, 
| Daniel C. Collins, Ottavio Procket, 
Budd Rogers, Daniel M. Schaefer, 


| man. 


WB Admits Choice Films 
| Necessary for Success 


| Warner Bros. Pictures Corp. denies 

past, present or future violations of 
ithe Sherman act, but unlike Para- 
/mount, admits that access to product 
|of one or more of the defendants is 
;necessary for the successful opera- 
| tion of a metropolitan first run the- 
| atre. However, WB says that every 
|;producer of a high grade quality 
| film has access to the first run met- 
|} ropolitan markets. WB admits that 
195% of all the product shown in 
Warners theatres from 1934-38 was 
that of Warners or the other de- 
fendants, and states that in licensing 
an exhibitor, Warner never make an 
attempt to find out whether he had 
contracted with another major, and 
had an overabundance of product. 
It denies that there is any domina- 
tion by the defendants in any of the 
branches of the industry, or that 
free competition does not exist. A 
dismissal of the action is asked. 

R. W. Perkins, filed for Warners, 
Vitagraph, Inc., 
| Warner Bros. Circuit Management 
|Corp., Harry Albert and Jack Ware 
ner, Sam E, Morris, Stanleigh P. 
Friedman, Herman Starr, Robert W. 
Perkins, Samuel Carlisle, Gradwell 
|L. Sears, S. Charles Einfeld, Joseph 
Bernhard, Stewart McDonald, Wad- 
dill Catchings, Charles S. Guggen- 
heim and Morris Wolf. 

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp., 
through Dwight, Harris, Keogel & 
Caskey, filed answer similar in most 
instances to the others. Fox says it 
has no knowledge sufficient to war- 
rant an answer in 71 cases, and flatly 
denies charges in 69 other cases. The 
answer was issued for Movietonews, 
Inc., 20th Century-Fox Corp. of 
Texas, 
ting Corp., Joseph M. Schenck, Syd- 
ney R. Kent, William C. Michel, 
| Darryl] F. Zanuck, Felix A. Jenkins, 





Vitaphone Corp., | 


| 


Within the next two weeks Colum- 
| bia and United Artists are expected 
| to file their answers. These await 


_After numerous statements iden- | gecisions of Federal Judges Edward 
| tical to those of Paramount's, the/ 4 Conger and John W. Clancy, as 


bills of particulars. 
Paul Williams is expected in N. Y. 
within a fortnight to consult senior 


| both companies are asking additional 
} 


| federal judge John C. Knox to se- 


| William H. Taylor, Jr., Matthew Fox, | 


State when a small fire broke out in | William A. Scully, Joseph H. Seidel- | 


| shares, no par. 


cure a trial judge. The case will 
then be marked on the calendar and 
be ready for trial at the start of the 
October term. 


Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 





Mutual Theatres, Inc. Capital stock, 
2,500 shares, par $10. Directors: M. C. 
Sinift, J. Valentine, E. E. Stern, W, 8. 


Benrath, 
Republic Pictures Corporation of Call- 


fornia, Inc. (Motion picture and theatri- 
cal productions.) Capital stock, $1,000, 
Directors: E. G. Goldstein, H. J. Glick, 


Max Schoenberg, S. D. Welisbaum. 

Isis Theatre Corp. Capital stock, 260 
shares, par $100. Directors: Sain Blowitz, 
J. H. Blowitz, J. Reeves Espy. 

Splay Commercial Pictures (film pro- 
duction), Capital stock, 5,000 shares, no 


par. Directors: Lynn Shores, Robert le 
Platt, John F. Meehan. 
Campbell Preductions, Inc.; picture 


production; capital stock, 600 shares, par 
$100. Directors: Charles Bruner, W5l- 
liam Campbell, Elsie Stone, Lester BE. 
Hardy, Edward Niebureer. 

Pyramid Pictures Corp. (production 
and distribution). Capital stock, 100 
Directors: Irving Cohen, 
Ryan L. Kingston. 

John Burton Productions, Inc. (record- 
ing for radio, television and pictures). 


I. 


Capital stock, 1,000 shares, no par. 
Directors: John Burton, T. G. Hennfng, 
Arthur Taylor 

Stanley P. Murphy, Ine. (motion ple- 
ture advertising). Capital stock, 16,000 
shares, no par. Directors: Harvey C. 
Leavitt, Stanley P. Murphy, James H. 
White 

Atalaya Films, Ine. (Picture produe- 


tion.) Capital stock, 100 shares, no par. 
Directors: Mary M. Cohen, Fortunio Bons 


Nova, Arthur Wright, Jr.; Harold E. 
Aaron. 

Wentworth-Engel Pictures, Inc. (pie- 
ture production). Capital siock, T0@ 
shares, no par. Directors: John Went- 
worth, Georgie Jorj Wentworth, Ruts 
F. Engel. 

Radio Enterprises, Ime. (Radio pro- 
frams). Capital stock, 200 shares, ne 
par. Directors: Abe Lastfogel, Johnny 


Hyde, Harry Friedman, Lou Goldberg. 
Vital Pictures, Inc. (Production of 
films on current affairs). Capital stock, 
$25,000, no subscriptions. Directors: Har- 
old W. Nash, R. Stayner, Harry Rabwin. 





DELAWARE 
Wilminzton, Del. 


Amusement Enterprises, Ine., $75,600, 


artd 1,900 shares, no par; Harry F. Sei- 
ber, Alexander Jamison. Margaret G. 
Jamison, Wilmington. (Alexander Jami- 


son, Wilmington, agent.) 
International Casine Productions, Inc., 


maintain restaurants; 3,000 shares, ne 
par. David H. Jackman, Edwin §E. 
Lindgren, John EF. Cesgrove, New York. 


(United States Corp. Co.) 





CHANGES IN NAMES 





20th Century-Fox Distribu- | 





Glen W. Dickinson Theatres, Ince.. t@ 
Griffith-Dickinson Theatres, Ine., John- 
son, Kan. (Corp. Service Co.) 

American Record Corp. to Columbia 
Recording Corp., N. Y. (The Corp. Trust 


| Co.) 
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OMIT FLOWERS —— PART OF TpAME] 


One thought may be worth underscoring as the members 
of the National Association of Broadcasters assemble for the - NBC 
Atlantic City convention. Let nobody have any qualms about ; 


Chain Income from Time Sales 

















1939 











1938 1937 1936 

















the power of quacks and charlatans to ‘retaliate’ against the January ......... $4,033,900 $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2,681,815 
radio industry. They can’t really do a thing. es | February ........ 3,748,695 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
, ae eS Latest 9 ° S lini ere ee 4,170,856 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,883 
o4 7 ee ape eee Ter Ong ates ep in Stream OE) AGU a icccsvssens 3,560,984 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 
The greatest possible show of unanimous industry refusal to| NBC’s Second Network | May ccccccccccos 3,702, 102 3.414.200 3214819 2.561.720 
be bulldozed by preachers of hatred and intolerance is highly Calls for Separate Com-| ER Sadat 3,382,404 3,200,569 3,003,287 2,323,456 
desirable. Radio should not hesitate a second in using lan-| sets, hail a eae rere 
guage of the utmost plainness in calling bigots and bigotry by| Pettive ota Total $22,598,941 $21,023,67 $19,948,007 $16,061, 
a ° ° . ° ™ =. a a 
their right names, in unmistakably repudiating any sympathy | —--- CBS 
wine dye > ae Bar at de se ae audios pyr ft i eae | KIGGINS’ IMPORTANCE | 1939 " 1938 1937 1936 
re The FIC sers ive sp Cc | ‘ 
amy ceeeg Oe Se © po : i a teat January ......... $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
pris ilege to continue to put radio on the spot. | February ........ 2,541,542 2,680,334 2.264.317 1,909,146 
ae ae | NBC's latest move to strengthen) March .......0+4 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 1,172,382 
For it should never be forgotten by N. A. B. and its members the blue (WJZ) network is to set} April ............ 2,854,026 2,424,180 2,563,478 1,950,939 
‘ ] ‘wots are putting radio—nobodv else—on the jumpy | up a separate operating identity for | i See yer reer 3,063,329 2,442,283 2,560,558 1,749,517 
that the bigots are p g rr v el; jumpy |! wl a BROS T RY. 2,860,184 2,121,495 2,476,567 1,502,763 
seat. They may prattle glibly about free speech but 90% of | it. In an order issued by Niles | fo aati Sitaige aces éinin 
this argument, coming from them, may be dismissed as tongue-|Trammel, executive v.p., nner Total ..........$16,918,822 $15,582,555 $14,803,256 $10,185,770 
agp ear. ere adio is under -onstitutional, moral | (3), Keith Kiggins was named to a_| 
in-cheek double talk. R dio is _ der no c titi u - | ) : fh pes es yes Rigen vest ine | ba earis 
or other obligation to lend itself to the conveniences of men} 1.6 network. His previous assign- | 
intent upon making trouble. between one religion and another,! ment was manager of the NBC sta- | 1939 1938 —_— 
one kind of human being and another kind. tion relations department. SOMMOET ic icsaweve . $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 
Saini am | Under the new system, which has | February ceccsccicece 276,605 253,250 231,286 
‘ i 2 ropose adcasti ‘ akes | been under discussion in NBC circles March occcosceseves 306,976 232,877 247,421 
The clause in the proposed broad asting: nem: that: mal es ais & Gdadie 2 Gales, tha ne net | April c..ccsccs rT" 962/626 189'545 200,134 
clergymen stick to their pulpits and get off the soap box or,| Win have in each ‘aceeeanas | ioe ee 194201 seaees 
reversely, get down from the pulpit when they want to mess | distinet staffs that will devote them- | TURE .6isaeten eke, ~~ 202,412 117,388 
around with politics and economics, is a reasonable and air | selves exclusively to that particular | : Sane ai 
setup. No legitimate accusation of censorship‘or opinion denial | oo he loan = ee eee | Total seseeees eves $1,624,235 $1,342,179 $1,164,610 
inct j - ¢ >} strv > PA av bhe| its own salesmen 
can be leveled against it or at the industry, But there may be} soak Geman te: Wie aietialae ie 


those who will seek to frighten the broadcasters into Pussy-| Other such groups will be repre- 
footing, sticking in qualifying weasel words, leaving loopholes | sented in the program, sales pro- 








9 
and ambiguities. Such a weakening would be unfortunate. No|motion and press departments. (BS $7 $60,184 Is A (ver June, 


doubt should be allowed to creep in. Radio should never admit 


| Heads of these units will report 
| through the department heads to 


that bigots or bigotry can ever, under any circumstances, have | Kiggins and he will report direct to | ? 
any standing with broadcasting management. | Trammel. ; S é S ros 


Just now a man is under arrest in New York charged with| ager of the blue link, but Kiggins 
accepting marked bills from a station owner as a first payment 
for arranging to relieve the station of pickets which, for months, | ++i. week with the heads of such 
have been carrying offensive placards. The man under arrest | departments and Trammel. The 
was the one who largely suggested and organized the picket} move puts Kiggins, who is still in 


A. E. Nelson remains as sales man- 


| will select his staff in the various 
| other departments in conferences 





line. The lesson of the arrest and the marked bills should have! his early thirties, into one of the | EICKELBERG T0 NEW 


great illuminating power at this time. It should help dispel 
any remaining illusions as to the nature of the gentry pineal NBC’s initial strategy to bolster 
would like to use radio for propaganda, or profit—usually both. | the commercial standing of the blue | 


Tell them to go jump in the lake. 


{four most important key positions in 
| the organization. 


JOB WITH DON LEE 


;network was its appointment of San Francisco, June 30. 
| Nelson, formerly manager of KDKA, Wiibur Eickelberg, manager of 
Pittsburgh, to his present post about | KFRC, -here, is new general sales 











Spitalny Draws 
75,000 in Chi 
Outdoor Concert 


Chicago, July 4. 
Phil Spitalny and his all-girl or- 
chestra premiered the season of free 
concerts at the Grand Park here to 
a record turnout of 75,000. The 
heavy attendance made page one lo- 
cally, 


These are the concerts co-spon- 
sored by James C. Petrillo, prez of 
the Chicago Federation of Musicians 
and also the city’s Park Commission- 
er. They’re underwritten jointly by 
the Musicians’ union and the city, 
and always features a big orchestra 
and topflight soloists such as Tib- 
bett, Pons, et al. 


Petrillo altogether has some 175 
free concerts of such caliber lined 
up all over the city in its several 
mammoth parks. From the musicians 
and Soloists’ viewpoint these are 
choice engagements, payment being 
unstinted. Chi is the only city in 
the U. S. which does these concerts 
©n such a lavish scale. 








Film Personalities in New 
Transcription Series 


Telecast Corp. of America, Inc., 
Hollywood, distributors of | tran- 
scribed programs, has obtained the 
representation of two more series. 
ii 4 are ‘The Shannons’, starring 
pine AR Lucille and Russell Gleason, 
Vict e Three Musketeers’, with 

or Jory, Jack Mulhall and Her- 


bert Rawlinson. 


Kasper-Gordon, Inc., will do the 
selling and distributing in the east. 





a year and a half ago. Subsequent | manager of the Don Lee network, 
CBS woos PHILIP BARRY moves in the same direction in-| with headquarters in Los Angeles. 
cluded the offering of special dis-| William Pabst, assistant manager, 
Would Like Playwright te Write One counts to advertisers using certain | has replaced Eickelberg at KFRC. 
for Summer Series blue supplementary groups, the in- Ward Ingrim, KFRC sales man- 
terchangability of blue and_ red! ager, may get added title of assistant 
Philip Barry is being sought by|supplementaries and the allocation | station manager, 
CBS for an original radio play for of extra talent budgets for blue SUS- | 
the network’s Columbia Workshop | taining programs. | TRUDY WOOD IN §S. A. 
series late this summer. It would pa San Antonio, July 4. 
his first ether work. Already set for | Trudy Wood, songstress, formerly 
the series are Lord Dunsany, Dor- JIMMY WALKER OFF AIR | on the Packard Hour with Fred As- 
othy Parker and William Saroyan. taire, heard in a quarter hour pro- 















































Each will do an original play. Fifth WHEN 13 WEEKS ENDS gram of songs over station KTSA, 
Besides the five new plays, the} #x-Mayor Jimmy Walker ends his | director of station, 
ing previous seasons. clusion of his 13-week termer the | Jennison Leaves WEAN 
the air in the fall. Al Paul Lefton 

this (ll to do a football comment | Mac Parker in the spot, however, | hasn't been up to par lately. He has 

stations, with the broadcasts origi-|newspaperman who is now an ex-| Jennison held the post for seven 
fon-E-xclusivi 

Result of Stanco Non-kxclusivity 

contract from affiliates of the Gold | markets where the Gold group is|trying to satisfy the dissidents it 

casters in Atlantic City next week.| Stanco, through McCann-Erickson,| tween itself and the other affiliates. 

collect commissions on the expanded | list. This, they say, is contrary to the Gold markets are eligible to a dis- 

to pay the 15% because, they con- | clause by these recalcitrant affiliates | stations World retains 742%, 5% is 


$3,382,404; Mutual $228,186 


| Columbia grossed $2,860,184 in time 


billings last month, which sum is 
34.8% better than the turnover for 
June, 1938. It’s the biggest percentage 
gain that the network has had since 
August, 1937. NBC’s time billings for 
this June amounted to $3,382,404, an 
increase of 5.7% over the tally for 
the like month of 1938. As compared 
to the first six months of last year, 
CBS is now ahead by a 8.6%, while 
NBC’s margin is 7.5%. 


Mutual last month did $228,186, or 
11% over the previous June's gross. 
Of the total billings accumulated by 
NBC this June $2,624,657 is credited 
to the red (WEAF) link and $757,747 
to the blue (WJZ) network, 


In June '38 NBC's billings were 
$3,200,569, while the year before they 
figured $3,003,287. Columbia garnered 
$2,121,495 for June, 1938, and $2,- 
476,567 for June ’37. 


L. B. WILSON 
HIRES SYKES 


L. B. Wilson, of WCKY, Coving- 
ton, has advised NBC that all future 
negotiations for a new contract with 
his station will have to be conducted 
through his Washington counsel. 
Latter is Eugene Sykes, former FCC 
commissioner. 


Wilson, who the week before in a 

wire to NBC assailed the contract of- 
fered him as unfair, is understood to 
be insisting that any new contract 
must include a clause permitting him 
to guarantee time to one of his own 
accounts once the contract is closed, 
Wilson is also asking for more com- 
pensation. 
Under the new release allocation 
in the Cincinnati territory WLW has 
become the exclusive outlet for red 
(WEAF) network comercial while 
WCKY’s participation is confined to 
the blue (WJZ) link. WSAI also be- 
comes available to red _ clients. 
WCKY is on the way to going 50,000 
watts. 











in the series of new scripts hasn’t San Antonio. 
been set. Husband is Buster Bryan, program 
series will include eight plays suc- three-night weekly news comment 
cessfully done by the Workshop dur-! shot on WJZ, New York, at the con- 
end of this month. Sponsored by | Providence, July 4. 
Ed Thorgersen Back Crawford Clothes, he may return to James S. Jennison, manager of 
agency, Philadelphia, which handles station WEAN, has en Ac- 
Ed Thorgersen returns to the air the account, is desirous of putting cording to reports Jennison’s health 
5 ; - if i d. no immediate plans. A successor is 
series for LaPalina cigar. if it can be arrange : 
It will be a Mutual hookup of 20| Parker is a former Philadelphia | expected to be named thi: week. 
nating from WOR, Newark. ecutive of the Lefton agency. years, 
W ified C A 
se 
orld Seeks Modified Contract As 
World Broadcasting System will; for a Gold Network account to con-| and agreed to pay World commis- 
seek to obtain a modification of its | fine itself to Gold stations in those) sions. World wondered whether by 
Network during the convention of| represented. would not unnecessarily disturb a 
the National Association of Broad- | These Gold affiliates point out that) satisfactory relationship existing be- 
Move stems from difficulties that| was permitted to select non-Gold Under the Gold Group plan ac- 
World has encountered in trying to’ stations in six markets on the Gold| counts using a sufficient number of 
Stanco campaign. Some of the sta-| exclusivity clause in the World con-| count transcription service. Of the 
tions in the Gold Group have refused | tract. Literal application of the| 15% collected by World from Gold 
tend, World has not in this instance | had World in a dilemma, since most} applied as a discount to the adver- 
enforced the provision in the Gold! of the 16 Gold stations on the Stanco | tiser’s transcription bill and 2%% is 
contract which makes it mandatory | list had waived the exclusivity clause | spent on advertising and publicity. | 


John Moses, WHKC, Columbus, 
announcer, last week lost a finger 
on the turntable. 
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Allen Zoll, Arrested 


Flamm; He Led 


Money, Says lt Was ‘Salary From 


with $200 Marked 
WMCA Picket Line 





+ 
bg 


Dorald Flamm, head of WMCA, 
N..Y., last week struck back at the 
Father Coughlinites that have been 
picketing his station for months by 
causing the arrest of Allen Zoll, who, 
Flamm alleged, offered to call off the 
Sunday afternoon picket demonstra- 
tion for a cash payment of $7,500. 





Zoll, charged with suspicion of at- 
tempt to extort, was held in $5,000 


bail by Magistrate Richard F. Mc- 
Kinery, who set a hearing for this 
Friday (7). 

Arrest was made at the Lexington 
hotel where Flamm, accompanied by 
detectives from District Attorney 
Thomas Dewey’s office, had gone to 
keep an appointment with Zoll. Ac- 
cording to the officers, Zoll accepted 
$200 in marked money from Flamm. 


Zoll denied that it was extortion 
money, claiming that he got it as 
‘salary’ as a sales consultant in the 


matter of getting rid of the pickets. 

The picketing demonstrations have 
been going on since last December 
when the station dropped the Cough- 
Jin broadcasts after the Detroit cler- 
gyman was charged with disseminat- 
ing anti-Semitism. Zoll, the arresting 
detectives stated, had been noticed on 
the picket line and on one occasion 
told the attending police that in the 
future he would lead the picketing. 








CHI ADMAN 


PROTEST AFRA 
SCALE 


Chicago, July 4. 

Agencies and networks in Chicago 
got together iast week and organized 
a general joint committee to con- 
sider the new scale and code pro- 
mulgated by the local American 
Federation of Radio Artists. This 
committee, composed of representa- 
tives from practically every agency 
buying radio time in Chicago, stand 
ready to negotiate with AFRA on 
the proposed scale for local shows, 
and insist that the individual agen- 
cies will not negotiate separately 
with AFRA., 

Committee has been disquieted 
over the prices listed for local shows 
by the Chi AFRA, and claim that 
they will never be able to get their 
sponsors to okay any such amounts 
for local productions. Insist that 
there is too small a differential be- 
tween the network talent prices and 
the local talent costs, and are de- 
manding that local AFRA reduce its 
proposed scale considerably before 
they will signature an agreement. 

Local AFRA is asking $70 mini- 
mum scale for a five-a-week across- 
the-board script job. This compares 
with $75 for the same job on a net- 
work show. For single engagements 
the AFRA is asking $19 local scale 
which takes in a 90-minute job of 
both rehearsal and show. This com- 
pares with $24 for the network as- 
signment, 

What is getting the committee 
members down particularly is the 
AFRA price of $7.50 for station 
break announcements, This is for 
either monolog or dialog announce- 
ment assignments, 

In general, the committee is wait- 
ing for a _ get-together with the 
AFRA local to point out that the 
proposed local rate for talent is 
higher than the West Coast network 
scale. 


9th Yr. for Newscast 


Hollywood, July 4. 








Richfield (oil) Reporter has been | 


extended for another year, its ninth, 
on NBC coast network starting in 
August. 

Newscast has been airing continu- 
ously since 1931 in the same 10 p. m. 
spot. 





Les Joy, manager of KYW, Phila- 
delphia, did a double as a warbler | 


Trying Religion 








Radio talent agent last week 
remarked to some other agents 
that he has decided to be un the 
level for a year. 

If, he added, that doesn’t work, 
he can always go back to his 
old methods. 








$50 MINIMUM 


FOR SPIELERS 
IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, July 4. 
Principle of extra dough to be}! 
paid KMOX gabbers for working | 
commercial programs was tentatively 
ironed out here Saturday (1) when 
St. Louis Chapter of AFRA and 
KMOxX, local CBS outiet, reached an 
agreement after a prolonged series 
of huddltes. Local pact awaits an 
official O.K. from national headquar- 
ters of APRA in New York. 





occasions to blow up the entire 
works was the amount to be paid 
staff gabbers for working commer- 
cial programs. Compromise reached 
gives gabbers approximately $6 for 
15 mins. commercial programs 
worked out of their regular sked. 
This point was bitterly fought as 
AFRA representatives maintained 
the gabbers were entitled to extra 
fees for every sponsored program, in 
or outside of their sked. Merle S. 
Jones, gen. mgr. of KMOX, took the 
position that to pay the gabbers 
extra fees for working commercial 
programs within their sked amounted 
to double pay. He received the 
backing of CBS execs in New York 
on this point. 
Points of Agreement 

Other points of agreements 
reached provide for a $50 per week 
minimum for seven staff gabbers and 
a 10% increase for all mikemen. 
About 20 continuity writers, news 
writers, special program announcers 
and commentators, also elevated to 
a $50 per week minimum, receive a 
15% wage increase. A minimum of 
$48 for staff warblers and actors was 
fixed and a satisfactory wage scale 
will be made for free lance singers 
and actors. Three gabbers, Bob 
Dunham, Dan Donaldson and John 
Jacobs, who were under the mini- 
mum, will, by virtue of the pact, 
benefit more than the others, Don 


On Monday (10) r2xt ine 17th an- 
nual convention of the National As- 


happens to be scheduled for Atlantic 


wide-open merriment. On a basis of 


are expected to enjoy themselves. 
Whether they also do much serious 
brain-cudgeling may, as a matter of 
fact, not be too important. 
tions don’t make or vreak trade as-, 
sociations any more than the words | 
the clergyman utter’ insure a happy | 
marriage. 

What counts in NAB is what goes 
on week in and week out. That 
means Neville Miller Ed Kirby, Paul 
Peter, Jo Miller, Ed Spence and the 
rest of the staff. They've nad a year, 
and they have, by w.a seems to be , 
common consent, gotten a lot done 
in that year. NAB is «i. far healthier | 
looking specimen of human endeavor , 





small time politics that was Betting | 


the head-shakes of observers in Feb- | | 


The principal point involved here | 
and one that threatened on several | 


Phillips, Jim Alt, Maurice Cliffer 
and Sid Saunders. 

On April 24, when the pow wows 
began, Mrs. Emily Holt, natl. exec. 
sec. of AFRA, came here for two 
weeks, but after fruitless efforts to 
reach an agreement with Jones, re- 
turned to New York. Several weeks 
ago Vic Connors, San Francisco, 
exec. sec. of the Pacific Northwest 
Division of AFRA, came here and 
resumed negotiations. Frequent hud- 
dles were held, but an impasse was 
reached two weeks ago, with both 
sides refusing to budge from their 
positions. Threats of walkouts, 
strikes, etc., were frequently made. 
After negotiations were dropped, 
Connors and Nellie Booth, sec. of the 
St. Louis Chapter, long distanced 
national headquarters of AFRA in 
New York and reported on the situ- 


| ation. 


On Friday (30) Jones again met 
with Connors and Miss Booth and 
this session developed into one of 
endurance, lasting 14% hours, The 
conferees met the following day and 
after an eight-hour session tenta- 
tively reached agreement. Willi run 
until Jan. 1, 1941, and will cost the 
station about $10,000 in extra com- 
pensation. Those who participated 
in the final huddle besides Jones, 
Connors and Miss Booth were Ar- 
thur Casey, production director for 
KMOX, and Wallston Chubb, attor- 
ney for KMOX,. 





Doc Brinkley Taiking 


Of 850,000-Watter To 
Start Next Autumn 





Carr P. Collins, Dallas merchant 
and insurance man, who has taken 
over the operation of XEAW, Rey- 
nosa, which is just across the Texas 


border, is circularizing ad agencies 
with a letter telling about the Mex- 
ican transmitter’s plans for the fall. 
Though it’s running intermittently, 
early in the morning and some in 
the evening, the station will be back 
on the air in the fall with a boost to 
100,000 watts. Prior to taking over 
XEAW from Doc Brinkley, goat 
gland purveyor, Collins was cam- 
paign manager for Gov. Lee O’Dan- 
iel, of Texas. 

Brinkley is now operating XERA 
at Laredo and expects to raise the 
power of this one to 850,000 watts 
in October, unless the Mexican gov- 
ernment, acting on FCC protests, 
intervenes, 





Lionel Brown Stages Play, 
Complete, for Television 


London, June 27. 


Another television milestone will 
be premiering of a new full-length 
play prior to its West End opening. 
Drama is ‘Fox in the Morning’ by 
Lionel Brown, and sct-up is for it 
to see the light of day over BBC 
telecasting system during the fall. 

Subsequently it will have a four- 
week workout in the sticks before 
moving to town for a West End en- 











sociation of Broadcasters begins, It | 1938. 


| which have, 
City, which happens to be a town of creased NAB’s reputation for alert- 


past performances, the broadcasters | 


Conven- | 


than was the flabby embodiment of | 


gagement, 


|givings that the first steps toward 
| reorganization were taken. Actually 


the new regime ates from July 1, 
Developments since then 


taken together, in- 


ness and punch (leaving ultimate 
results to future appraisal) are as 
follows: 

1, The fight to force the FCC to 
back down—whicn it did—from its 
inconsistent and confused first atti- 
t-de on ‘Beyond the Horizon,’ semi- 
classic of Eugene O’Neill, which be- 
came a causus oelli of attempted 
|censorship. NAB actively partici- 
pated in the fight in which, for once, 
the press generously recognized that 
the issue went beyond radio 

2. NAB slapped down one of the 
powerful advertising agencies, 
, blackett-Sample-Hummert, for what 
the trade regarded as a chiseling 
attempt to use the agency’s prestige 
to force free merchandisin: services, 
commonly held to be a disguised 
form of rate-cutting. 

3. Neville Miller grappled with 


Saturday (1) and Sunday. He ac-' ruary, 1938, at the Washington con- the issue of racial and religious in- 


companied the Orpheus club to New 


part of the concert of the Associated 
Glee Clubs. 


ier 


| vention, NAB at that time after a 
various fratricidal episodes, wasn’t | 
Bes even by its children. It was 
in this atmosphere of doubi and mis- 


‘tolerance and hatred as represented | 
York to present a vocal program in | series of flopperoo conventions and|by Father 
the Court of Peace at the Fair, as | 


Coughlin and Judge 
Rutherford. 
4. The controversial broadcast 


| issue, and other not potatoes, were 














Wednesday, July 5, 1939 





Dear Radio: Please Tell Me— 





Al Mitchell, who conducts ‘The Answer Man’ on WOR, New York, has 
collected some classics from his fan mail. Here are some of the choicest 
questions he has been requested to answer: 


A man I know asked me to his apartment to see his etchings. 


‘etchings? 


What are 


Is the story about Fred Allen learning to be a comedian from the teach- 


ings of Jack Benny true? 


Will you please explain the term ‘tomato’ in reference to a girl? 


For 


example, ‘Who is that tomato I saw you with last night? 
If a lover is a male, what is the female called? 


Can you tell me the English translation of the popular song hit 


Tight?’ 


How long will I live if I was born in 1891? 


» ‘Hold 


I am a hard working men, 


like to drink once in a while and am 49 years old. 
How many knives did the children of Israel take into Egypt? 
Can I have a baby in six months, special delivery? 
My wife plays kiss for kiss with other man—lI shoot both—huh? 
Do you need a college education to become a street cleaner? 


I went to the World’s Fair and I seen ‘Little Old New York.’ Is that the 
real John L. Sullivan or is someone impersonating him? 
I heard that President McKinley’s funeral was so sad that even the 


horses cried. Is this true? 





———=s 


San Francisco Musicians Union Eases 


Rules, More Expo Pick-Ups Expected 





Rector Off CBC Board 


Montreal, July 4. 

Rev. A. Vachon has resigned from 
the board of governors of the Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corporation. He’s 
rector of Laval University, Quebec 
City. 

Adrien Pouliot, secretary of the 
faculty of science at Laval, has been 
appointed for the unexpired por- 
tion of Rev. Vachon’s term on the 
CBC ending Nov. 2, 1941. 


CANCEL FINE 
FOR RISQUE 
CLEOPATRA 


Mexico City, July 4. 
Radio entertainers in Mexico are 
entitled to use snappy material if it 


is not libelous, doesn’t offend good 
taste nor trample on racial and re- 
ligious sentiments, and if it is his- 
torically correct. So ruled the na- 
tional supreme court in granting 
Henry W. Curtis, announcer-enter- 
tainer for a local station, an injunc- 
tion against the ministry of com- 
munications and public works, ruler 
of air affairs in this country. Min- 
istry had collected a $200 fine, im- 
posed because it objected to Curtis’ 
broadcast account of the meeting of 
Mark Anthony and Cleopatra. 

The ministry thought that Curtis’ 
story was far too snappy. Curtis got 
a lower court injunction against pay- 
ment of the fine. The ministry ap- 
pealed to the supreme court. 











SUMMARY OF N.AB. SINCE ITS REVISION 





approached for the purpose of united 
action. This has culminated in the 
proposed code which this year’s con- 
vention is asked to ratify. 

5. Miller has sought to take deal- 
ings with ASCAP out of the realm 
of name-calling and mutual bitter- 
ness and bring the matter into 
realistic focus in the light of (a) 
facts as they exist, (b) the principle 
of the best possible deal. 

6. The regional sub-associations 
were set up and became forums of 
practical usefulness, 

7. The ‘open house’ week, which, 
while not an unqualified success be- | 
cause calling for cooperation with | 





Radic Mfrs. Assn., and cumbersome | 


to handle all the way, was impor- 
tant as evidence of a maiden try at 
public relations on a big scale by 
the industry as a whole. 

8. An NAB ‘Bureau of Advertis- 
ing was laid out and is now getting 
under way. 

9. Labor, Law and esearch, func- 
tions of NAB, were >rganized and 
coordinated for the first time. 

10. A better working understand- 
ing with the film industry was 
opened up. In the latter connection 
radio filed a protest at the ‘Greater 
Movie’ advertising campaign that ig- 
nored radio altogether. 





San Francisco, July 4. 

Increase in broadcasts from the 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion is expected following agreement 
between local stations and Musicians 
Union Local No. 6 which will permit 
stations to broadcast from Treasure 
Island without any additional musi- 
cians’ fees and to apply the amount 
spent for fair programs to their 
annual quota for music. The union 
had sought to up the scale for all 
broadcasts from the expo and to 
exclude the money thus spent from 
the regular music budget. 


Benny Goodman and his band, 
which began a two-week engage- 
ment at the Fair Sunday, playing 
three free concerts daily, will be 
available for broadcasts over all 
three networks, CBS, NEC and 
Mutual. His contract, however, pro- 
vides that he can do no broadcasts 
on the day before or the day follow- 
ing his new Camel cigarette com- 
mercial on NBC, which begins next 
Saturday (8), and only his Camel 
show on Saturdays. The expo has 
Goodman’s band under option for 
two more weeks following his pres- 
ent engagement.. 


Artie Shaw will do his Old Gold 
show from the fair next Tuesday 
(11), Because he is doing six per- 
formances at the Golden Gate 
Theatre, where he opens a week's 
engagement today, this evening's Old 
Gold program will originate in San 
Francisco at the Community Play- 
house instead of at the expo in order 
to save time. 

Kay Kyser will return here for 2 
week at the fair’s Treasure Island 
Theatre starting July 14, followed 
by a week at the Bal Tabarin, doing 
his ‘College of Musical Knowledge’ 
broadcast for Lucky Strike from the 
Hall of Western States each Wed- 
nesday. 

Bennie Walker’s Amateur Hour, 
bankrolled by the Old Homestead 
Bakery, airs its final broadcast for 
the summer from the Hall of West- 
ern States tonight. 

With three thousand dollars week- 
ly now being given the expo’s radio 
division to spend on talent, etc. an 
18-piece orchestra under the direc- 
tion of Jack Joy, formerly of Hollys 
wood, has been engaged and audie 
tions are being held for singers and 
other types of entertainers. The 
production and announcing staffs 
also are being enlarged. 
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WBNS Helped the Zoo 

Columbus, O. 
WBNS this week presents the Co- 
‘lumbus Zoo with a baby elephant. 
| Purchase of animal was made by 
station, using penny contributions of 
young listeners, running well into 
four figures. To promote interest 2 
contest for elephant’s name was 

used, with a bicycle as top prize. 





‘Time Is Money’ 

Montreal. 
New quiz program originating at 
CKAC, entitled ‘Le Temps C’est 
L’Argent’ (Time Is Money) is worked 
with an electric clock. Person in 
audience answering any given ques- 

tion gets a dollar for every secon 
less than 10 seconds. Station has te 
pay a dollar for every second e#n- 


/nouncer takes to answer queries 


from audieng= 
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; THEMES FOR 
NAB. SALES 
CLINIC 


The Sales Managers’ Committee is 
participating in NAB Convention 
with a special program on Monday, 
(10). There will be a luncheon 
Monday noon at the Hotel Ambas- 
sador for all sales managers 
and broadcasters who wish to attend, 
at which time Ed Kirby, director of 
the Bureau of Radio Advertising, and 
Paul Peter, director of Research of 
NAB, will outline the work of the 
Bureau of Radio Advertising. They 
wil! discuss some of the projects al- 
ready completed, those which are 
under way and the work which they 
have planned for the future. 

Immediately after the luncheon, we 
will have an afternoon meeting with 
one outside speaker. He is Dr. Her- 
man Hettinger of the Wharton School 
of Finance, The University of Penn- 
sylvania, who will present a sum- 
mary of the recent survey made by 
one of his associates and which deals 
with the selling policies of radio sta- 
tions. This was a national survey and 





covered stations of varying sizes in| Please’ is on KOIL here 


all parts of the country. 
Immediately following this, there 





| 


THOSE RADIO DOORS 


One Has to Be Broken Down—En- 
gineer Locked In With High Voltage 








Boston, July 4. 

Two door stories came out of 
WEEI last week. Charlie Hector’s 
band had to break down the door to 
the instrument room, when they lost 
the key, to make the schedule for 
their matinee broadcast, June 28. 

Al Teachman, WEEI engineer, left 
his keys outside the door to high 
voltage room at the Medford trans- 
mitter and the door snapped shut. 
He was imprisoned several hours in 
a nest of live wires until he man- 
aged to get attention of passersby at 
daybreak. 

This sort of accident is fairly com- 
mon in radio business. 


Omaha Quiz 
Uses Local 


Names Cuffo 





Omaha, July 4., 
New quiz program tagged ‘Answer 
under 
sponsorship of the Foster-Barker In- 
surance Co. and runs from 7-7:30 on 


will be panel discussions dealing| Sunday nights. Permanent board of 


with a list of subjects which is the 
outcome of various Sales Managers’ 


District meetings since the first of | donate their 


the year. These will include: 

1. ‘Is there any audience measure- 
ment yardstick we can all follow?’ 
Discussion led by Bill Cline of WLS, 
Chicago. 

2. ‘Most effective selling methods 
used on department stores, clothing 
stores, insurance companies, ready- 
to-wear stores and banks.’ Discussion 


| 
| 


| 


experts on the show is composed of 
four local prominents, all of whom 
services. They are 
Walter Bryne, v.p. of Kilpatrick’s 
department store, who is interlocu- 
tor, Frank Fogarty of the Chamber 
of Commerce, Mrs. Paul Gallagher, 
social leader, Dick Stewart, auto 
dealer, and Allan McDonald, archi- 
tect. 

Program is tied in closely with the 
Junior League for promotion set-up, 
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O'CONNOR, PURGED CONGRESSMAN, PANS 
RADIO CODE CLAUSES AS TOMMYROT’ 





z 
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By ROD REED 


: Lobby Talk f Apparently Linked te Boake Carter—Makes Sensa- 
$4444664466444644 


tional Charges of Radio Industry in Collusion 
With Administration Tactics 





Atlantic City, July 4. = 
Radio comics to broadcast at Wha- 
|len’s Wonderland. The World of 
| Tomorrow presents the Jokes of 
Yesterday. 





Washington, July 4. 
Attempt to make political capital 
at the expense of the broadcasting 





firsts. Last one in is a city slicker. 





Representative John J. O’Connor of 
New York, who managed the futile 
1938 attempt to send a Congressional 
committee on the prowl. 





tap dancer as part of the percussion 
section. He'll play foot notes. 





. . | 
Indian claims his art was injured | 
by his omission from broadcast. If | 


7 was the source of information used 
so, first time silence ever hurt any- | 


| body. | recently by Boake Carter, ex-micro- | 


phonist, for a column blasting the 
New Deal, the former Tammany 
lawmaker, now engaged in legal 





| Air men wary of ‘pink ribbon, | 
| Easter egg’ shows for moppets. | : : . 
oer ; 5 ; Zs practice and lobbying here, de- 
| Afraid if you give the kids pink rib- | nounced the NAB’s proposed code is 
bons the plays will lay their own | ‘boosting censorship’ and sought to 
| CB8s. j use a letter to the trade body as 
| weapon in his fight with the New 


Dealers. 
The letter attracted attention in 
MILLER BOILS trade circles, although not generally 
publicized, more because of the pe- 
culiar circumstances surrounding its 
transmission than for its contents. 
Couple of weeks ago, the purged 
gram standards. Quite a surprise 
Saturday (1) when the long blast 
Copyright committee of the Na-| Was received, carrying a footnote 
tional Association of Broadcasters is | that copies would be released to the 





legislator wrote Ed Kirby, press re- 
Jations boss at NAB headquarters, 
asking for a copy of the code and 
indicating he was sympathetic to- 
ward the movement to lift radio pro- 








industry had front men frothing | 
; es this week. Fearful of inviting atten- | 
ies avis 
Hillbillies battle over television tion, both network people and the | 
NAB were maintaining a respectful | 
Jules Alberti’s band will have a silence toward the charges of former | 


Virtually confirming suspicion he | 


led by Purnell Gould of WFBR, Bal-| with the League getting a set coin 
timore. figure from each program, This sum 
3. ‘What can we do to get more|is included in the general talent cost 
manufacturers in all lines to do co-| of the show. League assists in get- 
operative advertising with local|ting the board members and guests. 
stores such as they do in other Questions are sent in from listen- 
media?’ Discussion led by Charles|ers in the territory, with those ques- 
Caley, WMBD, Peoria. tions used on the show being worth 
4. ‘Effective Sales promotion ideas|a buck apiece to the sender. 
in the local and national field.’ Dis- 
cussion led by Ed Flanigan of WSPD, 
Toledo. 
5. ‘How can we increase radio bill- 








WSPA and Newsmen In 


ings to chains in dry goods, foods, 
clothing and other lines?’ Discussion 
led by Lew Avery or WGR, Buffalo. 

6. ‘Successful methods of selling 
union musical talent to make the 
AF of M contract as profitable as 
possible.” Discussion led by Ken 
Church of KMOX, St. Louis. 


Church Hours 
Clash with Air 
Favs; May Alter 


é Toronto, July 4. 

With a large number of the clergy 
of all denominations openly admit- 
ting that the Jack Benny and 
Charlie McCarthy programs are hav- 
ing a serious effect on Sunday eve- 
ning service attendance, matter of 
changing the hours of worship here 
is currently under consideration. 
Inter-denominational group confer- 
eo clergy and church officials 
s being arranged to determine uni- 
fication in the proposal to push back 

e hour of Sunday night church 
services from 7 p.m. to 9, at least 
during the summer months. Num- 

r of churches here have gone 
ahead with the proposal without 
waiting for the round-table decision. 
Jello program and Chase & San- 

Tn hour are carried in Canada 
over the government network. 











Eckley With Columbia 


A Hollywood, July 4. 
“i mory Eckley has been placed in 
arge of radio relations for Colum- 
1a Management. 
on formerly conducted his own 
ent agency here. 





John A Holman 
. » general manager 
cae Boston, will report for two 
om active duty with U. S. Signal 
aoe Reserve in Plattsburg, N. Y., 
ry ania, ~e His routine mili- 
ment relates t i- 
Cations and censorship. ee 





Joint Move; Make Peace 


Spartanburg, S. C., July 4. 
Hatchet having been buried be- 
tween station WSPA and local news- 
papers after several years intermit- 
tent and mutual mayhem, Arthur 
Gurley, Herald-Journal sports edi- 
tor, joined with James Mugford, sta- 
tion’s m.c. in special program seek- 
ing—successfully—to save city’s base- 
ball franchise by drumming up 3,000 
customers for night game at a buck 
a throw. 
First time in years a local press 
man has faced a WSPA mike, 


WCAU Now Pa. Chartered 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

Approval was given by the FCC 
last Thursday (28) for the WCAU 
Broadcasting Company to dissolve its 
charter as a New Jersey corporation 
and assign its rights to a Pennsy- 
chartered corporation of the same 
name. 

Assignment includes licenses of 
WCAU, W3XAU, short’ waver; 
W3XIR, experimental high  fre- 
quency transmitter; W3XEO, poit- 
able relay transmitter, and W3XHW, 
used in remotes. 








slated to meet Saturday evening, 
July 10, at the Ambassador hotel, At- 
lantic City, for a final discussion of 
their recommendations on the terms 
of a new contract with the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. Following this 
|meeting President Neville Miller 
will draw up his report on the 
ASCAP conferences for submission 
ito the NAB convention which opens 
|next Monday (10). 

Miller has during the past several 
| ae met with John G. Paine, 
| 





ASCAP general manager, on various 
occasions to get his reactions to cer- 
tain formulas and clauses that the 


press and one was being sent Neville 
Miller. 

Purpose in O’Connor’s mind was 
apparently to cause a newspaper 
furore. Since being licked by a 


1938 campaign, the former Congress- 
man has been out of public gaze. 





sioned some tongue-clucking in Con- 


radio people as an initial attempt to 
agitate the editorial writers. Failure 


about ‘political censorship,’ which 
he laid at the door of Chairman 
Frank R. McNinch.. Applauded the 
NAB, however, for fighting the in- 
ternational rules. Principal squawk 
was about treatment given him by 
CBS during the 1938 campaign. 

After the purge was started, Co- 
lumbia offered him a nationwide 
hook-up to reply to a speech in 
which the President flayed him, 
, O'Connor said. When these plans 
were announced, the White House 
| sent for the web’s Washington rep- 
resentative, he charged, and a Pres- 
idential secretary said CBS was in 
the Administration dog-house for 
giving him access to the microphone. 
About the same time, he elaborated, 
| Secretary of Commerce Hopkins told 
‘one of our most eminent citizens,’ a 
CBS vice-president ‘not named) 
that ‘the boss was mad as hell’ be- 
cause the web offered him time and 
‘unless something were done about 
it’ the Administration would make 
NBC the fair-haired boy. The result 
of the alleged White House pressure, 
O’Connor declared, was to cut him off 
20 midwest stations so that ‘the ad- 
vertised broadcast just never did 
float through the air.’ 

For many years, the whole radio 
situation has been ‘rotten,’ O’Connor 
told the NAB publicist. Been getting 
worse in recent years, so that ‘it 
smells to Heaven, or North Carolina, 
or Texas and way stations.’ 

Indignant ex-lawmaker did not go 
into details in condemning the code, 
which he said contains ‘most un- 
American’ clauses and is equivalent 
to ‘pernicious censorship.” The pro- 
visions about religious and contro- 





Roosevelt-blessed candidate in the| versial talks, along with several of 


the practices and standards, are 
‘tommyrot’ he declared. Industry 


The Boake Carter piece, which occa- | will ‘rue the day you fell in line with 


the present regime of political cen- 


gressional lobbies, is regarded by | sorship,’ he predicted. 











to accomplich this result is thought 
by industry observers to be the ex- enn aw ‘, 
plantation for the non-sequitur cor- 


respondence with Kirby. 


committee would like to see in- 


most of his three-page epistle to a 
blast at the ‘radio trust,’ which he 
frequently denounced while in 


GABBER’S PENALTY oe Doser Manayge. * _the Daag 
iS T0 60 ITTY BITTY Sona Paty <a m9 i> Meaarelt aa 


ministration, Still burned over his 
defeat at the polls last November. 


Allegations 

. After recalling his interest in 
made a bet over the air that Galento radio, his ‘concern’ over administra- 
would win last week. His penalty | tion of the Communications Act, and 
for losing was lisping all through his! the unsuccessful attempt to probe 
morning show, ‘The World’s Worst| the industry and the FCC, O’Connor 
Program.” let loose with the charge that Presi- 

And with hith baker sponthor| dent Roosevelt was responsible for 
rlugging therawberry thortcake, it} failure of the investigation efforts, 
| thertainly wathn’t eathy. He said that at-the outset the Ad- 
ministration was enthusiastically in 
9 favor of a probe—with ‘one recently 
| Gotta Hear ’Em, Too? | assistant secretary’ in the President’s 
Hollywood, July 4. cabinet helping frame the Connery 
| Ofice here of American Federa| exoltion ‘and. then | comersaulte 
oe ag Radio Artists is without a) 7 ont with Sarnoff, Paley, etc., heads 
, of the radio trust’ under which Mr. 
Roosevelt would become czar of the 

Maurice Levy making debut on/| industry, at $150,000 yearly stipend, 
air with ‘The Music Makers,’ 30 min-/ upon leaving the White House. 
ute feature for BBC. The New Yorker then screamed 








Philadelphia, July 4. 
Rupe Werling, gabber on WIBG, 

















CBSand NBC Cautionsly Weigh ASCAP 
Demand To EndSong feeds To Montana ie ek ies cn 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has failed to 
get immediate action from either 





| with a letter to ASCAP setting forth the place of another which had been 

| its legal position in the matter, while | invalidated by rulings of the U. S. 
NBC’s lawyers decided that they | supreme court. 

| would do nothing until they had had In its notice to the networks 





While he voiced opinions about 
cluded in the next ASCAP contract. | the NAB pact, O'Connor edvoted 


Amended to End 
Radio Hazard 


—_—— -— 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

Amended act concerning the use 
of leased wires was signed by Gov- 
ernor Arthur H. James last week, 
climaxing a seven-month legal and 
legislation fight by almost a score of 
Pennsylvania broadcasting stations 
led by Dr. Leon Levy of WCAU. The 
amendments remove from radio sta- 
tions the possibility of arrest for 
broadcasting information concerning 
horse races, baseball, football or any- 
thing else that might be construed 
as leading te gambling. Act was 
originally passed by the last Demo- 
cratic session of the legislature to 
put out of businéss Nationalwide 
News Service, which supplies track 
results by wire. NNS is owned by 
M. L. Annenberg, publisher of the 
Republican Philly Inquirer. Legisla- 
tion didn’t think about radio stations 
coming under the terms of the bill 
when it was passed. 

Amendments also eliminate much 
red tape which was previously 
necessary in the use of leased wires 
by radio outlets. Original law made 


with the Public Utilities Commission. 


Phillips, KMOX, to CBS, N. Y¥. 


St. Louis, July 4. 
Several changes in the personnel 
| of KMOX last week. Paul Phillips, 











NBC or Columbia on its demand |, chance to read the pleadings of ASCAP stated that any further ser- | continuity director, transferred to 


that the networks cease feeding pro- 
grams containing ASCAP music to 
their affiliated stations in Montana. 
The request was sent the webs after 
the Society had decided to cancel 
the licenses of broadcasters in that 
sate and force a showdown on the 


latest piece of Montana anti-ASCAP | 
legislation by bringing these broad- | 


casters in the federal courts on copy- 
right infringement proceedings. 





Columbia answered the request. 


lthe suit which A. J. Mosby, of! vicing of ASCAP music to Montana 
| KGVO, Missoula, Mon., has brought stations would be done at the webs’ 
against ASCAP. Mosby charges con- own risk and that they would be 
'spiracy monopoly, extortion and held accountable for any damages 
fraud. | ASCAP collected in the courts. 

Mosby’s action followed the pass- | ASCAP last week began to gather 
age by the Montana legislation of a evidence of infringements by the 
catalog with a state official and also | filing suit as quickly as possible. The 
‘stipulate the price for performance | papers will ask for a temporary in- 
‘of each of the hundreds of thou- | junction pending the court's deter- 
sands of works. This measure took mination of actual damages. 


bill forcing ASCAP to register its | Montana stations with the view of) 


| CBS headquarters in New York and 
|has been replaced by Lawrence Ne- 
| ville. Another change finds Jerry 
Hoekstra, public affairs director, re- 
| taining that post and adding to it the 
duties as publicity director. Hoek- 
, stra succeeds Gerald Holland, whc 
has been assigned to special writing 
assignments. Holland wrote ‘The 
Land We Live In’ series for the 


Union Electric Co. for two years and . 


|; may repeat on another series. 
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CARMEN MIRANDA 
With Nat Shilkret orchestra, Stoop- 
nagle, Judy Ellington, Rodgers Sis- 
ters, LeRoy Miller, Charles Barnet 
orchestra 
Revue 
60 Mins, 
RCA 
Menday, 8:30 p.m. 
W.IZ-NBC, New York 
RCA, long indigenous to Sunday 
matinee, is now an evening romp of | 
Mondays. It follows now, as before, | 
the general outline of a vaudeville | 
revue. But loose. Not much con-| 
tinuity and a limited amount of in- | 
spiration or ingenuity in routining | 
the turns. That side—production—is 
where the RCA hour is unworthily | 
a spokesman for NBC, which stages | 
the affair, and for RCA, that uses the | 
occasion for showcasing. However 
gratuitous, vague or quibbling it may | 
sound, the impression at this hear- 
ing was that a fair program ought to 





LARRY CLINTON 
With Frazee Sisters, Mary Dugan, 

Ford Leary, Richard Brooks, Alan 

Kent 
30 Mins. 

SENSATION CIGARETS 

Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 

For Larry Clinton and his brand of 
music this P. Lorillard engagement 
rates as his No. 1 radio opportunity 
to date, and it’s somewhat unfortu- 
nate that somebody saw fit to clutter 
up one of the finest packages of mod- 
ern dance idiom on the air with a 
dramatized product affinity tagged 
‘The News Sensation of the Week.’ 
The latter intrusion may have its 
quality of appeal but on this par- 
ticular show it can only serve to 
break a mood. 

Clinton’s opening (3) repertoire | 
for Sensation cigarets was a darb | 
from every angle. Luckily he got} 





‘MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY’ 
With Dwight Wiest 

Dramatic Serial 

30 Mins. 

PEPSODENT 

Tuesday, 10 p.m. 


.WEAF-NBC, New York. 


(Lord & Thomas) 

NBC had this slice of opportunism 
on a sustaining five quarter-hours 
schedule until Pepsodent, looking 
around for something to bridge Bob 
Hope’s summer hiatus, bought it. 
While there’s considerable improve- 
ment in both writing and producticr. 
in the half-hour version, the ‘D.A. 
series still sates as a pallid carbon 
of Lever Bros.’ ‘Big Town.’ 

Initial installment of ‘D.A.’” pro- 
jected, but one bit of imaginative 
writing and production and thai 
came at the opening of the program. 
It was a deftly contrived illusion of 
an East Side street scene. Once this 
was out of the way the program 


have been, and cou!d have been, a|the major share of his contribution | lapsed into the established pattern 


good one. 
and 
parts. 

The talkiness of the announce- | 
ments entrusted to LeRoy Miller | 
were especially retarding. They | 
were, in fact, almost pointless at! 
times—Bing Crosby talk without the | 
color and Ben Bernie patter without | 
the gag. It failed to render the | 
Charlie Barnet orchestra (guesting | 
for RCA-Victor discs) glamorous. A | 
bright line of chatter skillfully writ- 
ten and handled would be an asset. | 
That may be the idea. It is hardly | 
the accomplishment at present. | 

Barnet’s music was good. ‘Black | 
Rhapsody’ particularly was athrob | 
with rhythm. Yet in the end there | 
was little sharpness to the mental | 
picture of Barnet as a personality or | 
his orchestra as an entity. There 
was need of a kind of deft touch and 
adroit planning that was not there. 
Judy Ellington vocels with the band. 

The basic musical unit is an NBC 
house bunch paced by Nat Shilkret. 
This was plus-musi¢c reflecting the 
leader’s long experience. He’s helped 
the program a lot and more from 
this group would break up the show 
better perhaps. In essence the pro- 
gram was a longish hour and that 
isn’t a mark of the shows that are 
standout. 

The headliner of the program was 
the Brazilian tamale, Carmen Mir- 
anda, currently with the legit musi- 
cal, ‘Streets of Paris.’ Backed up by 
a rip-snorting umpah guitar accom- 
paniment she gave authentic sam- 
ples of musical entertainment ar- 
tistry. Numbers were of native 
vintage including one oddity which 
was just what its title, ‘Meow,’ sug- 
gested. Not a word of English does 
this singer speak or sing. Which 
makes her 100% an imported bundle 
of fancy groceries. 

Rodgers Sisters’ specialty is set- 
ting events of the day into rhyme. 
They tackled the Dionnes, the Ga- 
lento-Louis fight, filibustering and a 
spoof at the expense of the commer- 
cial which they ‘poetically’ took 
from Ben Grauer’s mouth. While 
not very funny the turn was novel. 

Stoopnagle was funny. There are 
no qualifying post scripts to this 
statement. The undiscouraged spin- 
ner of nonsense has often been hailed 
as a man with a funny idea which 
he misplaced en route to the studio. 
This time he was a comedian with 
comedy, 


arranging of the component | 





GAY NINETIES REVUE 

With Jack Norworth, Genevieve 
Rowe, 4 Clubmen, Ed Latimer and 
Don Costello, Frank Lovejoy, Ray 
Block’s orch., John Reed King 

60 Mins.; Sustaining 

Sunday, 6 p.m. 


was unlimbered. Into the initial 15 | 


|minutes of the broadcast Clinton 


poured a mixture of melodic and 
rhythmic color that must have not 
only jolted the layman in a pleasur- 
able way but got plenty of admira- 
tion from professional dance instru- 
mentalists. That introductory 15 
minuies was geared for speed and 
musical sock and Clinton delivered it 
all the -way from ‘Chant of the 
Jungle ’to ‘In a Persian Market’ and 
progressively through the Frazee 
Sister’s two numbers and his own | 
richly dramatic version of ‘Shad- 
rach.’ 

Within that same quarter-hour 

Mary Dugan and Ford Leary, vocal- 
ists with the Clinton unit, acquitted 
themselves nicely on the theme of 
‘Don’t Look Now.’ The Frazee Sis- 
ters, guests for the occasion, made 
themselves harmoniously welcome in 
a big way with their treatment of 
‘Wishing’ and the ‘Lady’s in Love.’ 
Musically Lorillard has picked itself 
another juicy program plum, the 
other being Artie Shaw, currently 
doing duty for the same account's 
Old Gold brand. 
‘The News Sensation of the Week’ 
sounds as though it were inserted 
strictly because of its product con- 
notation. The merchandizing tail 
wagging the entertainment! Wordy 
deluge is dominated by the staccato- 
tongued Richard Brooks, who de- 
rives from WNEW, N. Y., where he 
has done news comment. Borrow- 
ing the pace and violence of ‘The 
March of Time,’ the interlude with 
Brooks sought to tell a story of 
courage; and the subjects were Lou 
Gehrig, N. Y. Yankees first baseman 
who suddenly found himself afflicted 
with a spinal disease and Jack 
Tempsey, row recovering from 
peritonitis which set in after an ap- 
pendix operation in a New York hos- 
pital. The stuff in either instance 
dripped with tabloid maudlinity. 

The plug drums home_ but one 
point, that of economy. You don't 
have to pay juicy prices for cigarets 
when Sensations are available for 
one thin dime. Odec. 


‘ALDRICH FAMILY’ 
With Ezra Stone, Katherine Racht, 

House Jamison, Ann Lincoln 
30 Mins. 

JELL-O 

Sunday, 7 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

This series, substituting during the 
summer for Jack Benny, had every- 
thing in its favor as far as outlook 
was concerned up until the broadcast 
of the initial installment (2). Ezra 
Stone and his Henry Aldrich charac- 
ter had clicked as 10-minutes inser- 
tions on both the Rudy Vallee and 








WABC-CBS, New York 

A fair summer sustainer in the 
6 p.m. Sunday spot, paced by Jack 
Norworth, vet songsmith-entertainer, 
who plays himself as owner of the 
Granada, a popular New York nitery 
of the mauve decade. Al Rinker of 
CBS produced. Ray Block’s band 
accomps and John Reed King an- 
nounces. Frank Lovejoy personates 
an anonymous ‘Harry,’ seemingly a 
songsmith and show biz sonhisticate 
who acts as conferencier, Plot, such 
as it is, takes the course of steering 
tourists into Norworth’s popular 
Granada. 

There Ed Latimer and Don 
Costello, as ‘Herman and Schmaltz,’ 
do a Weber and Fields routine, The 
Four Clubmen are the Elm City 
Four. Genevieve Rowe is ‘Bonnie 
Moore, the Belle of 23d street,’ sing- 
ing in the spot. Beatrice Kay is the 
comedienne, and there is another 
who personates Diamond Jim Brady. 
The sketchy dialog is punctuated by 
references to him, Lillian Russell, 
Sousa’s band, Chauncey Olcott, Mc- 
Kinley in the White House, etc. 

It’s all of frank nostalgic flavor, 
with appropriate song material such 
as ‘My Mother Was a Lady,’ ‘Not the 
Only Pebble on the Beach,’ “Throw 
Yem Down McCloskey,’ ‘Sweetheart’s 
Man in the Moon,’ ‘After the Ball,’ 
ete. ‘Ta-Ra-Boom-De-Ay’ is the 
underlying theme. 

Norworth whose past affiliations 
were with Nora Bayes and identity 
with songs such as ‘Harvest Moon,’ 
‘Take Me Out to the Ball Game,’ etc., 
is pretty much of a stooge here, 
merely as the cafe boss. He should 
and could be made a more vivid 
personality, especially as boniface of 
the town’s hot spot. 

Show has potentialities with more 
solid scripting and _ presentation. 
Right now it’s pretty ee. , 
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the Kate Smith shows and the gen- 
eral impression among ad agencies 
was that the same dramatic idea ex- 
— to a half hour’s going should 

ave no trouble scoring a bull’s-eye. 

The introductory half-hour stanza 
not only shot wide of the bull’s-eye, 
but it was a sorry disappointment. It 
sounded as though the author, Clif- 
ford Goldsmith, had yielded to bad 
advice. Or had permitted others to 
meddle with the script. ‘The Ald- 
rich Family’ is based on Goldsmith’s 
current Broadway comedy, ‘What a 
Life,’ and the episodes e wrote for 
the Vallee and Smith periods like- 
wise made good radio. Instead of 
letting well enough alone, those re- 
sponsible for the half-hour version 
are intent upon dragging it down to 
the level of the average daytime 
serial. 

Last Sunday’s stanza planted four 
different plots. In addition to re- 
taling Stone’s Peck’s Bay Boy in- 
volvements the script complicated it- 
self with setting out the plot lines 
for the sister’s love affair, the old 
man’s forthcoming financial troubles 
and the frustrated ambitions of a 
young architect who is trying to get 
the Aldrich family as a client. This 
script not only undertook too much, 
but did it lefthandedly. 

Despite the bad start the ‘Aldrich 
Family’ has in essence what it takes 
to collect a substantial radio follow- 
ing. It succeeds with surprisingly 
smooth effect in conveying the small- 
town atmosphere, and with the sen- 
timentally inclined masses it can’t 
help but strike a measure of nos- 
talgia. The chances are that with a 
couple half hours or so the bugs 
will be eliminated and the half-hour 
version of the ‘Aldrich Family’ will 
build to the point where it will be 
part of next season’s network com- 
mercial fare. 

The copy plugged Jell-O as a com- 
plement to chilled salads. Odee, 
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It needs expert editing|over before ‘The News Sensation’| for the racket type of air drama. 


The theme was arson and the dis- 
trict attorney gets his man, bi 

without stirring up any too much 
excitement in the process. The tim- 
ing and acting was okay, but the 
music spanning the various se- 
quences was decidedly overpadded 
Harry Herman is the writer and Ed 
Byron, the producer. 

The ad copy revolves around the 
offensive breath angle plus the point 
that Pepsodent antiseptic assumes a 
fresh, tingling sweet mouth, Odec. 


FOLLOW-UP COMMENT | 


NBC does not often air an address 
in which birth control is advocated, 
but this happened, perhaps unwit- 
tingly on company’s part, during a 
recent broadcast over blue band 
from Buffalo. There a social work- 
ers’ convention was being held; an 
early afternoon round table, with 
Paul Kellogg, magazine editor, as 
chairman, was outletted. Repre- 
sentative of the Georgia League of 
Women Voters (name sounded like 
Josephine Wilkins), gave her ideas 
of the manner in which ‘the problem 
of the South’ could be solved. Dis- 
cussed clearly her organization’s sur- 
vey and made recommendations. The 
last of these, which she termed ‘most 
important,’ is furnishing of informa- 
tion ‘to the rank and file’ on ‘the 
quality and size’ of families which 
could be best fitted into the age of 
mechanization. This is doubly im- 
portant to the South, continued the 
woman, because that s-ction is ‘re- 
plenishing its stock’ much faster than 
other parts of country. Actual words 
‘birth control’ were not used. 














Maxwell House ‘Good News’ last 
Thursday was a hardy plug for 
Metro’s new musical film, ‘Wizard of 
Oz. Program framers put full 
weight behind the production. 
Catchy musical numbers furnished 
the opening for airwave scripters, 
and they cashed in with a slick job. 
For once, the broadcast may have 
left radio listeners with an urge to 
see the screen vehicle. 

Broadcast rang in the film’s stars, 
the two composers and Fred Stone, 
star of stage original. After be- 
labored exertion over mechanics em- 
ployed to make the picture jell, ar- 
rival of E. Y. Harburg and Harold 
Arlen, who did ‘Wizard’ score, 
opened musical parade. 

Some fault might be found with 
the prolonged building of ‘Over the 
Rainbow,’ but forgiveable in Judy 
Garland’s hands. And this elabo- 
rate elongation was par:'y explained 
by the excellent reprise later. 

Bert Lahr, film’s chief comic; Ray 
Bolger, comedian-dancer in the pic- 
ture; and Robert Young, subbing for 
Jack Haley (who’s in the produc- 
tion), teamed with Judy Garland for 
a lengthy session of ‘If ' Only Had a 
Brain.’ wis oe needs being seen 
to be appreciated. 

Lahr mopped up with ‘King of 
Forest’ clowning refrain. Another 
example of building a desire to see 
the film. ‘We’re Off to See the 
Wizard’ looms as picture’s march hit. 
‘Merry Old Land of Oz,’ also at the 
close, done by the program’s fine en- 
semble, and ‘Ding Dong—the Witch 
Is Dead,’ were other musical num- 
bers getting heavy plug. Latter shows 
possibilities, but not away frpm the 
radio or stage. 


Lee Bristol, v. p. of Bristol- 
Myers Co., appearing with his ‘Em- 
ployee,’ Fred Allen, on final “Town 
Hall’ of season, again sold himself 
to a nationwide audience as a Mr. 
Big of the ‘regular fellow’ type. Bris- 
tol made same impression on NBC 
sustainer, ‘If I Had a Chance,” last 
fall, when Allen guested, but not vis- 
a-vis Bristol. Not only voice and 
delivery, but scripting created the 
no stuff-shirt picture of Bristol both 
times—obviously so designed. Allen’s 
exchanges with ‘Call Me Lee,’ their 
gagging about the sponsor-relation- 
ship, etc., bullseyed the visuals pret- 
ty ep 

Allen and Bristol (well rehearsed) 
squeezed the laugh sponge dry. 
Comedian madc telling use of pauses 
and presumably grimaced or panto- 
mimed for benefit of studios, Bristol 
committted only two very minor 
slips; Allen did not ad lib. 








Chet Boswell, tenor from KHJ, 
Los Angeles, bows in with a series 
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of quarter-hours on WTMJ, Mil- 
waukee, 
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BOB CROSBY’S ORCHESTRA 

With Eight Bob Cats, Johnny Mer- 
cer, Kay Starr, Bob Haggart, Ray 
Bauduc, 

30 Mins. 

CAMELS 

Tuesday, 9.30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York. 


(William Esty) 


Camel cbviously bought this swing 
setup as a counter-balance to the 
sophisticated and more advanced 
jive rhythms of Benny Goodman. 
The Dixieland corn is now heard ir 
the spot where Goodman has held 
forth for the past three seasons, 
while the latter has been shifted to 
a late Saturday night spot on the 
NBC red (WEAF) _iink. It’s 
Crosby’s first commercial since the 
fall of 1935 when he did a limited 
series for Roger & Gallet. 


Most saleable segment of the 
Crosby organization is the Eighi 
Bobcats and the producers of the 
program show that they are cog- 
nizant of this by making practically) 
everything else subordinate to the 
work of the octet. Few band units 
can boast of so many members that 
are outstanding swing instrumental- 
ists in their own rights and it is this 
angle, along with the circumstance 
that several of them are composers 
of no small talents, that accounts 
mainly for the aggregation’s popu- 
larity. 

These individual luminaries were 
effectively highlighted on Camel’s 
introductory stanza. Only dimming 
incident was the jam session be- 
tween Bob Haggart and Ray Bauduc. 
It was a slick bit of novelty, but the 
thing was dragged out so much that 
it not only palled, but bogged down 
the pace of the program. Outside of 
this the laying out of the show was 
all to its favor. 


Among the band’s tickling con- 
tributions were its opening number. 
‘South - Rampart Street Parade’ 
(composed by Bauduc), the Smooth 
arrangement of ‘Sunrise Serenade’ 
and its revival of ‘Stumblin’.’ 
‘Crosby came in long enough for a 
lyric dissertation on ‘The Big Noise’ 
Blew in from Winnetka,’ while Kay 
Starr, a Memphis ingenue who re- 
cently joined the outfit, did a raz- 
zamatazz a la Mildred Bailey on the 
theme of ‘Want To Do What Yov 
Do.’ 


Johnny Mercer, an import from 
the Goodman program, exploited his 
Dixie dialect ingratiatingly as m.c. 
To much palaver was assigned him. 
but this was likely due to the intro- 
ductory nature of the series.Ddec. 


‘THE MAN I MARRIED’ 

With Barbara Lee, Van Heflin, Jack- 
son Beck, George Hogan 

Serial 

15 Mins. 

Procter & Gamble 

Daily, 10 a. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


With a husband that’s a heel and 
a wife that is the ne plus ultra of 
womanly virtues, superiority, long- 
suffering and eternal ‘rightness’ the 
appeal of this one to the housewives 
is strong. Also, it’s well-done. In- 
deed the program represents first- 
rate professionalism as produced by 
Transamerican from a script by Carl 
Bixby and Don Becker. Production 
utilizes flashbacks, off-stage voices, 
an organ, and a moral-pointer. It 
is tight, plausible, clear and dra- 
matic, 

Idea concerns a girl who works for 
a living and is all wool. She marries 
a spoiled and selfish younf=man who 
was brought up to be a milljfaire. 
He lost his dough and is left $tripped 
not only of his money, but of the 
only scale of values he knows. The 
narrator promises listeners that this 
Adam will break this Eve’s heart 
not once, but a dozen times. So there 
should be some mighty weeping over 
the P & G wash-tubs in time to 
come. The formula is neatly summed 
up in one phrase, ‘There’s a punish- 
ment for every crime a man can 
commit except the crime of break- 
ing a woman’s heart.’ On the solid 
planking of that platform the case 
for soap rests. 

The cast is able and the situations 
sun-clear and emotion-guaranteed. It 
can’t miss. : Land. 


‘NAZAIRE and BARNABY’ 


With Oviia Legare, George Bouvier | too 


Dramatic 

15 Mins.—Local 
FRANCE-CANADA 
CKAC, Montreal 

This is a two-man show. Ovila 
Legare, the author, doubles in brass 
as the leading character. Its series of 
adventures involving two typical 
French-Canadian country boys in the 
big city. Legare, the author-actor, 
assumes as many as five or six 
characterizations during the course 
of the program, and George Bouvier 
does three distinct impersonations. 

Show is routined along Amos ’n’ 
Andy lines and is known as the 
French ditto.’ Broad, homely type 
of French-Canadian comedy. Scores 
strongly with rural audiences as well 
as in the city. 

Sponsors, who sell everything in 
drugs and cosmetics as well as bak- 
ing powder and soap, have given 
program hefty boost by distributing 
$500 a month in cash prizes to listen- 
ers writing best letters of 25 words 
or less. Mori. 





J. M. Ward is new Chicago sale rep 
for WMCA, New York. 
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GALE PAGE, JIM AMECHE 
Dramatic 
30 Mins. 
WOODBURY 
Sunday, 9 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
_ (Lennen & Mitchell) 

This summer replacement is not 
only a feeble sub for Charles Boyer 
but it’s also distinctly inferior to the 
surrounding network fare. Opening 
shot of the series, tabbed ‘Manhattan 
Masquerade,’ was embarrassingly in. 
adequate as to both writing and per- 
formance. Even for the moron seg- 
ment lack of pace, plausibility, or 
performance distinction of any kind 
is inexcusable, 

Forrest Barnes was air-billed as 

scripter, though why anyone should 
want to take the public rap for the 
job wasn’t apparent. Yarn dealt 
with the fairy-tale romance of a film 
star and a hotel chambermaid, with 
the much-abused Cinderella theme 
dragged in for still another drubbing, 
Whoever directed the piece had the 
players slugging every point. Jim 
Ameche is apparently an acceptable 
run-of-the-mine actor with an un- 
canny voice resemblance to his 
brother, Don Ameche, but he’s an 
unfortunate stand-in for a player of 
Boyer’s_ skill and personal lustre. 
Gale Page’s chambermaid was 
sincere, but completely transparent. 
The others, with the exception of an 
unbilled other chambermaid, were 
downright inadequate. Much of the 
fault must have been in the script 
and direction. 
_ Woodbury used three commercials 
including long ones at the open and 
‘intermission’ and a briefer one at 
the close. Plugged a ‘Blush Rose’ 
shade face powder, with a free gift 
bottle of perfume. Hobe. 





‘BLONDIE’ 
With Arthur Lake, Penny Singleton, 

Billy Artzt’s Orchestra 
Serial with Music 
30 Mins. 

CAMELS 
Monday, 7:30 P.M. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Esty) 
_ This is summer ‘filler’ in all the 
implied offense of that term. The 
program is silly, lacking the power 
to persuade, replete with illusione 
destroying plot liberties and absurdi- 
ties. It is impossible— taking the 
first installment as typical—to pre- 
dict anything but a minimum audi- 
ence and a minimum engagement. 

‘Blondie’ has served for several 
Columbia screen releases. It comes 
originally out of the newspaper com- 
ics and the presumption that its fol- 
lowers in one form will transfer 
their devotion to the radio may have 
some logic, except where it runs into 
the truism that bad writing is in- 
variably bad entertainment. It’s still 
mediocre with a small m. 

There’s a child, Baby Dumplings, 
who is only slightly more ittsie-bitsie 
than its adolescent mother and her 
moronic mate, The whole presump- 
tion in an undertaking like this is 
that the aim is low and the victims 
therefor many. The only answer that 
criticism can make to such reason- 
ing is that it doesn’t seem to be bad 
enough to be good enough. It falls 
in between, choked by the unreality 
of the situations and the intermittent 
seriousness of essentially farcical and 
incredible characters. 

The boy (Arthur Lake) is tryin 
to contact an elderly eccentric to sel 
him something. If he succeeds he’ll 
get a raise and be saved from the 
home loan sharks. (Camels burn 
more slowly and you get more for 
your money is the commercial!) He 
sits on the same hotel divan with 
the eccentric, and the two of them 
jointly abscond with the hotel 
vacuum cleaner for the purpose of 
repairing it. That’s where the eccen- 
tric sales prospect is peculiar. Also 
the program. Land. 


TOM BRENEMAN 

‘SPELLING BEE-LINER’ 

30 Mins.—Local 

DUART CREME OF MILK COS- 

METICS 
KSFO, San Francisco 

(Erwin Wasey) 

Informal, entertaining Sunday 
night airer is Duart’s ‘Spelling Bee- 
Liner,’ capably emcecd by veteran 
broadcaster Tom Breneman. Brene- 
man’s manner is friendly, calculated 
to put contestants at ease. His laugh, 

, is an asset, 

Contestants were a team from the 
University of California and another 
chosen from the studio audience 
with winner getting a Philco record 
player. 

Commercials on the program were 
well written, not too long, smoothly 
read by Tro Harper. Products 
plugged included Duart’s face cream 
and permanent waves. 


HORACE HEIDT ORCHESTRA 
With Larry Cotton, Henry Russell, 
‘Three Queens and a Jack’ 
15 Mins, 
TUMS 
Thursday, 7:15 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York. 

; (Stack-Gobel) 
This is a preliminary program to 
the start of full half-hour weekly 
airing which Heidt will do later for 
Tums. Under previous sponsorship 
orchestra was known as the ‘Briga- 
diers’; now it’s ‘musical knights.’ With 
the 30-minute stint which goes on 
July 17, program will add a ‘Wheel 
of Fortune’ gadget. 
Right now it’s a quickie quarter 








hour of pleasant music. Wear. 
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PRIVATE PRESS AGENTS ‘TIPS’ ASSAYED 
BY RADIO EDITORS OUTSIDE NEW YORK 


If It’s ‘Exclusive’ It’s Suspicious 

Paul Kennedy, Cincinnati Post—‘I use press agent ‘tips’ only as rumors 
until verified by program agencies or principals except where I know the 
press agent is official mouthpiece such as Fizdale with Cantor or Ferris 
with Baker. Have little difficulty distinguishing clients from non-clients. 

‘On important tips which majority of press agents invariably send simul- 
taneously I usually wire advertising agency for verification. On important 
‘tips,’ which come from only one press agent and not his client, I pass 
up until further information. 

‘I resent practice of wise-guy press agents sending hot flashes marked 
‘exclusive, which arrive two days after I’ve read same in Variety. I split 
my stuff about half and half between national and local news. 

‘Most of my national stuff comes from personal correspondence with ad- 
vertising agency press agents, with radio personalities, themselves, and 
with Alton Cook, our New York representative.’ 

















‘If It Sounds Flukey We Ditch It’ 

Mary Little, Des Moines Register-Tribune—‘In my spot I welcome all 
the news I can get. If it sounds flukey we ditch it. Of course, you can 
tell when they are working for someone; it reads like a client’s OK, but 
so do the network releases. 

‘As for press agents giving information on matters not concerned with 
themselves—I don’t care where my stuff comes from just so I get it. Our 
ratio is 70-30 on National and local publicity, and we do a lot with art— 
using about 100 cuts a week in the morning, evening and Sunday. As for 
checking stuff we can’t very easily—but we have been given few bum 
steers.’ 





After 10 Wears It’s a Cinch 

Norman Siegel, Cleveland Press—‘After being on.the job for nearly 10 
years it isn’t hard to distinguish between agents’ clients and others. I don’t 
care where the press agents get their material as long as it’s readable. It 
is the only way we guys outside of New York can find out what’s going on 
in the way of auditions and prospective shows. The networks don’t give us 
those leads. 

‘Most of the material I use is of a national nature as the local field is 
dead, and I feel that the public is mainly interested in these shows featur- 
ing popular personalities. As far as Cleveland is concerned, they’re all net- 
work shows. 

‘Like the networks, the agencies are bound to hold certain things of 
interest due to their clients’ desires. I’m all for the tip service of the 
private agents. It doesn’t take long to find out who’s readable and who 
isn’t. I discard their personal criticisms or predictions and stick strictly 
to the news they have to offer.’ 





Bulk of Publicity Into Waste Basket 
Richard Pehatt, Toledo Blade—‘Service now fairly reliable. More so 
than before. Occasionally still must be checked. Bulk of publicity lands 
in waste basket. Don’t care where news comes from so long as its accu- 
rate. Use more national publicity than local Ratio one to three. Radio 
editor’s severest need is a fast, accurate last-minute correction service.’ 





Uses 98% National Radio News 

Ben Kaplan, Providence Journal, Bulletin—‘Doubtful items naturally 
chcked or avoided. I cannot always distinguish client from non-client 
items but do not resent lack of identification. As long as information, in 
my opinion, carries reader appeal I have no objection to press agents giv- 
ing information on matters not concerning themselves. I assume they get 
most of the news from friends in key spots, from artists, ad agencies, etc. 
I use about 98% national radio news.’ 





It’s Half True 

Robert Gray, Memphis Commercial Appeal—I find the better known 
private press agents reliable on about 50 or 60% of their material, being 
wildest on what the future offers their lesser known clients. On bigger 
items I cross-check with the networks and New York papers. Usually can 
disinguish clients but no resentment when can not. 

‘I think it okay for them to give out information not directly concerned 
with themselves, so long as they don’t stray too far. As news about others 
usually will be more factually frank than when about their own salary 
sources they probably get most of such outside information from daily 
newspaper radio columns, Variety, studio corridors and bars. 

‘We use 60 to 75% national radio publicity.’ 





Pretty Inaccurate 

Marion Stevens, Miami Herald—‘Find private press agents’ tip service 
so inaccurate that most of their material used must be either checked or 
qualified. Easy to distinguish press agents’ own clients from non-client 
items and usually take latter with grain of salt. Welcome press agents 
giving information on matters not directly concerned with themselves if 
feature material or news oddity and not suspiciously derogatory. Think 
private press agents get most news not pertaining to own clients from 
gossip or hearsay. Use 99% national radio publicity as against local stuff.’ 





‘Always Suspicious’ 

Frederick L. Rushton, Worcester Telegram-Gazette—‘Prefer New York 
network releases to material from private press agents, over whose items 
there is always suspicion of special plugging. We tie national publicity 
in with our local stations. Most publicity used relates to national pro- 
grams.’ 





Prefer Confine to Own Clients 
Ina Wickham, Davenport Democrat—‘Know very well clients of agents. 
Prefer they confine themselves to own clients. Sometimes I wonder about 
origin of items about non-clients.’ 





Small Part of Big Wave 

Bob Stephan, Cleveland News—'I find what little news and trends the 
press agents dole out to be fairly reliable. It’s not difficult to distinguish 
who are their clients. I wasn’t aware they were actually trying to hide 
such fellows. 
_ ‘Private press agent stuff is but a small part of the big wave of pub- 
licity matter which rolls in each week. I assume these agents pick up such 
notes as they send by circulating around radio spots or by having some- 
one on their staff do it. Naturally I try to get Cleveland material into 
my column. But when there is national news of real importance this gets 
equal consideration.’ 





Gratitude 

Leo Miller, Bridgeport Herald—Tip service reliable about 75% of time. 
Do not use stuff that looks uncertain. Press agents’ clients can usually be 
identified, 

‘If press agent has been coming through with helpful outside information 
I think his clients deserve a break in compensation. Press agents sending 
in outside stuff are obviously trying to ingratiate themselves and I do not 
see that this is an unhealthy arrangement. Use about 50-50 local and 
national publicity.’ 





‘GRATITUDE’ OF RADIO EDITORS GROWS 
AS A MONEY ASSET T0 PRIVATE P. A’S 





Dubs Either Way 





Los Angeles, July 4. 

Exasperated divot digger who, 
after flubbing a shot, gritted ‘I 
could throw it farther than that,’ 
can’t be so sure about it now. 
As a double-barreled publicity 
stunt, radioites at KFI-KECA 
were pitted against Hollywood 
ball clubbers, the latter to arm- 
propel the pill and the ether 
gang to use the regulation clubs. 

At the end of 18 holes the 
Score cards showed that each 
side used up 108 strokes or 
pitches. Baseballers lost out on 
the greens. 


DRAMA SERIES 
CLICKED IN 
MEXICO 


Mexico City, July 4. 

The Air Theatre, organized by the 
government’s publicity department 
for the radio presentation of out- 
standing dramas by Mexican and 
foreign authors once weekly from 
its station XEXA here, has proven 
to be such a successful experiment 


that it is to be continued in the fall. 
Department received some 6,000 fan 
letters about the Theatre from Mex- 
ico and the UV. S. and several other 
foreign countries. 


Station employed 30 top Mexican 
players for the broadcasts, of which 
there were 23 dramas,, six by Mex- 
icans. js 

The Air Theatre, says the depart- 
ment, proves that radio broadcast of 
dramas go well in Mexico. 














Loa Pierce, who was on the gab- 
staff at WIP, Philly, until left an in- 
heritance about a year ago, is back 
as summer relief announcer. 





Battle of ‘Tipsters’ Goes 


Various Angles 


On—Rumors About Non- 


Clients Helps Get a Break for Publicity Clients— 





In the form of a ‘tip’ sheet, gossip, | 
rumor and hearsay about people | 
and programs they don’t repre-| 
| sent is now sent out by most of the | 
| leading private press agents of radio. | 
This is done as a means of getting 
consideration for publicity items 
about radio shows the press agents | 
do represent. Radio editors on| 
dailies in cities other than New| 
York appear to extensively use the | 
free ‘tip’ services although not en- | 
tirely trusting them. Meantime the | 
| situation, by no means new but lately | 
janaee noticeable, has produced these | 








provocative side-issues: 

(1) The element of ‘bum steers’ | 
and who, in a pinch, would take the | 
|rap. About two years ago Dave | 
Lipton of Major Bowes’ office, spent 
a good deal of time trying to trace | 
the source of some nasty cracks | 
about the major that mysteriously | 
bobbed up in radio columns all over 
the country. It was known that this 
came from the ‘tip’ sheet of a pri- 
vate press agent employed by other 
radio stars. The matter was allowed 
to drop at the time but the cracks, 
in the light of flat denials from 
Bowes, did give a first glimpse of 
the possibility of libel. 

(2) Private press agents who are 
obliged to be excessively careful of 
releases concerning their own clients 
are not similarly careful of rumor 
stuff about non-clients and this, of 
necessity, has frequently inflamed 
press agents employed by networks 
and advertising agencies who are 
reprimanded by their bosses, not 
publicity-wise, because of adverse 
items getting into the press through 
‘tips’ from private p.a.’s. 

(3) The radio editors are admit- 
tedly irked by the slow-moving net- 
work and advertising agency press 
departments and frequently are all 
too happy to have volunteer serv- 
ices. 





National News Wanted 


The importance of the role played 
surreptitiously by the private radio 
press agents operating out of New 
York (and Hollywood) hinges upon 
the fact that the average radio col- 
umn around the country is devoted 





|} to cost him his job. 








Always Double-Checks 

Darrell Martin, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette—‘Of course I always double- | 
check. I do not resent lack of identification on client items but sometimes 
find it hard to distinguish between them. Press agents are improving in} 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Station reps who had, at the request of the Small & Seiffer agency, 
placed availability queries on Arrid, a deodorant, with their outlets were 
surprised last week to learn that the stations had meanwhile received 
similar bids for time direct from a freelance outfit, Spot Broadcasting, Inc. 
Also that the latter was insisting that Arrid be allowed to take advantage 
of the frequency discounts accruing from Carter’s Little Liver Pills on the 
ground that both products are owned by the same company. 

Another proviso advanced by Spot Broadcasting, Inc., was that it be paid 
a 15% commission on the business. This organization has in the past 
denied the report that it was controlled by or affiliated with the Street & 
Finney agency. 

Arrid is put out by Feminine Products, Inc., for which Small & Seiffer is 
the regular agency. The campaign involves spot announcements, 








Series of mishaps threw the Mort Lewis NBC show, ‘If I Had a Chance,’ 
into a panic last week and almost brought about complete chaos in the 
studio. Things first became hectic when at the last minute the program, 
with its usual handful of spectators, was moved from its customary small 
studio to the large amphitheatre in the RCA building. 

Cast was jittery at that, but was getting by until Kay Thompson was 
notified during the show that her father had been taken seriously ill. Then 
someone in the audience, nervous at the frantic goings-on, went out for a 
bracer and returned noisily hilarious. Whereupon Hoagy Carmichael] lost | 
a page from his script and the stampede was on. Program closed without 
the final announcement. 





overwhelmingly to national radio 
news, not local. A radio editor get- 
ting 30% or less of his or her filler 
from the radio stations in the com- 
munity where the paper is published 
is peculiarly dependent on material 
received through the mail or by tele- 
gram. Where, as in many cases, the 
radio editor is honestly striving to 
conduct a newsy, readable and non- 
stale department, the over-conserva- 
tive networks and agencies are mad- 
dening whereas only the self-seek- 
ing private press agent is clever 
enough to exploit the radio editors’ 
own eespirations. 

‘Gratitude’ of the radio editors ex- 
presses itself intangibily in a repu- 
tation (acquired by the press agents 
involved) for being alert or smart. 
This may sometimes not have too 
much practical bearing on doing a 
good job but it passes muster as of 
vital importance. Reputation means 
coin, especially in the battle for new 


| accounts. 


One New York press agent when 
queried on the subject by Variety 
stated frankly: ‘I don’t like it at all. 
But I must protect myself. Sending 
out tips about things that don’t con- 
cern me is dangerous. More than 
that, it’s a lot of added trouble and 
expense. But it’s an established cus- 
tom and I don’t see what can be 
done about it. Maybe it will end 
abruptly the first time some radio 
editor gets a bum steer bad enough 
Or maybe 
somebody will sue somebody and it'll 
all come out in the wash. Person- 
ally I hate having to act like a smart 
alec. But smart alecry seems to be 
paying off.’ 


James A. Richardson, 
Canadian Financier And 
Air Pioneer, Dies at 54 


Winnipeg, July 4. 

James A. Richardson, 54, scion of 
one of Canada’s great grain families, 
financier and broadcaster, died sud- 
denly (26) at the family residence in 
Winnipeg. In addition te grain, he 
pushed Canadian aviation. As a pi- 
oneer of Canadian radio Richardson 
originally used his stations strictly 
for grain business purposes. Later 
they were converted into advertis- 
ing stations with CJRC, in Winni- 
peg, the key station of the Grain 
Belt network of western Canada. He 
owned and operated CJRC, Winni- 
peg (key station of the group); 
CJRM, Regina; and CJGX, Yorkton. 
The latter station was recently sold 
to private interests but it was gen- 
erally believed he still maintained 
an interest. 

Stations CJRC and CJRM, both 
signed off for the balance of the day 
when his death was announced, 


WTMJ EXPECTS TO 
DO MORE EXPERIMENTS 


Milwaukee, July 4. 
Return to experimentation in the 
ultra high frequency bands by 
WTMJ will follow an FCC okay of 
application. Station held licenses in 

















Group Theatre has been re-signed for a series of dramatic spots on the 
Kate Smith series for the fall. Contract gives the Ted Collins office an 
option on using the troupe a minimum of seven or a maximum of 13 times | 
over the first 13 weeks, with additional renewal options. 

Will use briefie adaptations of famous old plays, written by the regular | 
program staff. Deal was set by Ted Collins and Harold Clurman and the | 
William Morris office representing the Group. 





Zenith Radio Corp. dollar volume of orders is running more than twice 
as large as last year, it was revealed following the annual meeting last 
week in Chicago. All company’s sets this year are to have nc aerial or | 
ground connections, according to E. F. McDonald, Jr., president. McDon-— 
ald reiterated his belief that television is premature at the present time. | 

Zenith has contracts for Ford and Nash automobile business in 1940, 
| 

Curtis Willson and Emile Gough, formerly of Hearst Radio, Inc., are en- | 
tertaining expansion plans for Tested Programs, Inc., a program sales out- | 
fit which they set up several months ago. Aside from financing Tested | 
Programs Willson and Gough have been active in exploiting a patented | 
process for converting gunsacking into cloth that might be used for dresses, 
draperies, etc, 








Emerson Gill is substituting for Leo Zollo on portion of a tour of Penn- | 


the higher frequencies for several 
years but dropped ’em in 1937 after 
considerable experimentation in fac- 
simile, broadcasting and television. 


|Current request is for 500-watt and 


5,000-watt transmitters in the upper 
swath. f 

Station now holds leases for roof 
rights on the Schroeder hotel and 
the Mariner Tower, Mariner build- 
ing, due to higher ground, has an 
advantage of 50 feet over the hotel 
though both buildings are themselves 
250 high. 

Walter Damm of WTMJ plans to 
distribute a minimum of 500 receiv- 
ers in the territory. Experimental 
broadcasts will likely concentrate on 
specially created programs rather 
than a duplication of the regular 
WTMJ programs. 





Martha Lawrence and Her Play- 
boys, WGY, Schenectady, off the air 


their treatment of copy and I have come to trust them much more than in | sylvania cities for Standard Oil dealers; meetings because of previous com-'and opening at Sky Harbor, Lake 


the past. Half of material I use emanates from press agent offices.’ 


mitment by Zollo at Rainbow Terrace, Strafford, Pa. 


George. 
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Bewildering Lack of Consistency 
Noted in Arde Bulova FCC Case 


Washington, July 4. 

Bewilderment in radio ranks as a result of the apparent 
FCC about-face on station sales and leases and on news- 
paper ownership. Another set of decisions last week 
heightened confusion and left industry watchers gasping over 
the logic behind the latest rulings. 

While pleased at the presumable evidence the Commish 
is taking a broader view, attorneys and others were unable 
to follow the reasoning on which the FCC granted Arde 
Bulova’s request for permission to take over WPG, Atlantic 
City, the sudden cancellation of a hearing—-expected to be an 
important policy-maker—on proposed merger of WSAN and 
WCBA, Allentown, Pa., and the transfer of KEHE, Los An- 
geles, to Earle C. Anthony, owner of two Los Angeles out- 
lets. 

The principle established in the WPG and KEHE sales 
cases was particularly confusing. Although observers long 
have been accustomed to inconsistency on the part of the 
regulators, it was next to impossible to understand why the 
FCC, in view of its recent attempts to broaden jurisdiction 
over financial affairs of licensees, split hairs over the appli- 
cations for its consent to purchases. In apparent complete 
contradiction of its previous concepts, the Commish seems 
now to be following the theory that swapping of equipment 
is a matter of no concern. Trend of the two puzzling opinions 
is to establish a view that there is no relation between ap- 
paratus and a frequency. 

If the view is sustained in subsequent decisions, members 
of the industry will be free from official scrutiny over the 
fairness of prices paid for transmitters. For more than two 
years the Commish has taken the stand—although there are 
several notable exceptions, chiefly where politics was in- 
volved—that it can pass judgment on the reasonableness of 
amounts paid for stations and that such action is necessary 
to prevent ‘trafficking’ in licenses. Now the FCC seems to 
be following the old caveat emptor (let the buyer beware) 
philosophy. As long as the purchaser still has sufficient cash 
to keep operating, the Commish apparently cares nothing 
about how much is paid to acquire a transmitter. 

In the Bulova case, the Commish ruled the New York 
watch manufacturer, who also has a finger in a half-dozen 
local plants strung along the Eastern seaboard, was seeking 
nothing but the right to operate a plant in the metropolitan 
area. Since he already owns the stations which would be 
submerged in WPG, the regulators held they are not con- 
cerned about the transaction with the City of Atlantic City, 
aside from its relation to Bulova’s ability to render satisfac- 
tory service. 

The KEHE decision, handed down a week before, followed 
the same lines but presented another novel slant. While the 
FCC allowed Anthony to buy the Hearst outlet and approved 
his plan to substitute it for KECA, it in effect ruled there 
was no frequency transfer in this case. Inasmuch as An- 
thony frankly admitted he wanted KEHE solely for the right 
to operate on 780 kc, this conclusion was amazing. More 
consternation over the demand that Anthony surrender the 
ticket to KECA, which now operates on 1430 and which he 
planned to sell to Worcester Broadcasting Co. with view to its 
removal to San Diego. 

The back-tracking on newspaper ownership—particularly 
important in view of repeated reports administration wants 
the press invasion stopped—was significant but still did not 
indicate a complete change of policy. In the past year, the 
Commish has been noticeably cool, if not outrightly hostile, 
to publishers. Now for it to suddenly call off the Allentown 
hearing, which was fought bitterly several months ago by 
Commissioner T. A. M. Craven, and simultaneously to ap- 
prove the combination of the two stations under a corpora- 
tion dominated by a newspaper owner, is more than incon- 
sistent. The surprise was amplified by the decision approv- 
ing the sale of WFAS, White Plains, to the Macy interests, 


Anticipate That FCC Will Adopt Rule 
Against Multiple Ownership in One Area 


Curb on multiple ownership of radio stations, at least in 
the same community or service area, appears a likely out- 
growth of the FCC chain-monopoly inquiry. Tentative 
formula for checking concentration in the industry being dis- 
cussed by regulators who have dusted off policy suggested 
periodically during past four years. 

Sentiment is developing in favor of a rule-of-thumb saying 
no licensee can own two or more transmitters serving the 
same population. Ban probably would be carried farther, 
with provision that no single individual or corperation can 
operate—either via lease or management agreement—several 
outlets in a single area. 

The question of adopting some such restrictions has been 
up before but the Commish always has sidestepped or de- 
nied applications on other grounds than that public interest 
would not be promoted by multiple control. About two 
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years ago, at the height of agitation over alleged monopoly, 
Commissioner Norman S. Case sought to put over this view, 
but with a few exceptions the principle never received seri- 
ous attention. More recently, Chairman Frank R. McNinch 
espoused the doctrine which was applied—with much tub- 
thumping—in a New Orleans situation and then more or less 
forgotten. 

Plan not ready for formal discussion but data being com- 
piled in checking the financial and corporate reports of the 
various licensees and testimony taken during the long in- 
vestigation. Attorneys are tracing the so-called lines of own- 
ership portrayed in special studies offered by the Account- 
ing Department as showing ‘community of interest.” The re- 
ports were attacked at the hearing, chiefly by CBS, but 
nevertheless are receiving serious consideration, 


Equipment Manufacturers Foresee Boom 
As Consequence of Engineering Rules 


Boom days ahead for radio engineers and equipment people 
as a result of final FCC action on long-agitated changes in 
allocation principles, operating rules, and technical standards. 
Present members of the industry and prospective recruits 
expected to write checks for several hundred thousands of 
dollars, with outlay for new and improved plants possibly 
running into seven figures. Biggest lift the manufacturing 
and construction end of the business has seen in nearly 10 
years. 

Approval of the new creed last week, after deliberation 
dating back to the fall of 1936, opens the way for action on 
many pending applications and will allow hosts of other 
ticket-holders and potential operators to seek better assign- 
ments or to enter the field. Lawyers look to get a good slice 
of the melon, for many hearings will be inevitable since the 
FCC intends to ogle each request carefully and contests are 
certain. 

The rules will break a log-jam which has had the effect of 
preventing much expansion in the industry. Estimated that 
around 500 applications are on file, having been docketed in 
the last 18 months in anticipation of the changes now going 
into effect August 1.. A good many can be acted upon with- 
out further consideration, although the bulk have been 
pigecn-holed since receipt because of the need to decide 
which way the Commish was going. 

Immediate effect on the industry unquestionably will be a 
hypo for regionals and locals. During the past year or more, 
knowing that more wattage was probable, the Commish has 
been grinding out permits for regionals to jump their day- 
time power from 1 to 5 kw. In a good many instances these 
transmitters will receive speedy consent to operate after 
dark with the top strength. 

The outlay for directional antennas will run, engineers 
guess, from $10,000 to $50,000, with additional land and build- 
ings required in a good many cases. While some present 
radiators may be adopted with relative ease, it is more likely 
that entire new installations will result, with material ex- 
penditures for towers, apparatus and structures. 


Washington Declares Owners of Two 
50,000-Watters Missed Opportunity 


Owners of two 50 kw transmitters have only themselves 
to blame for FCC’s failure to list their channels in the Class I 
—available for only one station after sunset—category as set 
forth in the new rules. Sentiment was substantial in favor 
of listing 680 and 710 ribbons in the select group. But WOR, 
Newark, previously had voiced no objection to letting KIRO, 
Seattle, use 710 on a ‘special authorization basis’ and KPO, 
San Francisco, had allowed WPTF, Raleigh, to increase time 
on 680 (in return for an unexercised option to buy the plant). 
Another angle in the 710 decision was the interest of Senator 
Homer T. Bone of Washington, whose wrath the regulators 
be — want to invite by taking action which might upset 

RO. 


Industry Protest on International 
Rules Now Scheduled for July 14 


Concerted assault upon the restrictive features of the new 
rules governing international stations is planned by the 
licensees of the DX plants at the hearing scheduled now for 
July 14. Two-day postponement voted by the FCC on its own 
motion last week, with the NAB receiving another slap when 
the regulators snooted its petition for a continuance. 

Broadening of the scope of the hearing—now confined to 
Rule 42.03, dealing with ‘culture’ and ‘goodwill’ programs— 
was sought in the appearances filed by the ticket-holders. 
Besides protesting against this requirement, the operators 
want to voice views about several other clauses which they 
feel are contrary to the spirit of the statute and which will 
make operations unnecessarily difficult. 

While principal dissatisfaction was caused by 42.03, the 
members of the industry affected by the new principles are 
irked by the rule which prohibits simultaneous airing of the 
same program by more than one DX station except when 
two plants of a single licensee are firing at two different 











—_—_—_ 














audiences and the policy against short-waving of programs 
designed primarily for domestic consumption. Both of these 
requirements will greatly increase the expense of the opera- 
tions, without providing any comparable benefits, the 
licensees feel. Limitations on the type of sponsorship al- 
lowed are a minor irritation as well as the arbitrary require- 
ment that all DX plants must have 50 kw by next July. 


Religious Station (KFUO, St. Louis) Was 
Properly Treated by FCC, Court Decides 


Denial of more time for KFUO, St. Louis, was proper and 
sound, the District of Columbia Court of Appeals held Mon- 
day (26) in decision ratifying the issuance of renewal tickets 
to time-sharers on the 550 kc ribbon. Fight has been going 
on for several years and, in another form, is raging at the 
moment. 

Agreement that KFUO failed to present any reason for up- 
setting the FCC decision was voiced by Associate Justice 
Henry W. Edgerton in affirming the Commish action. He 
pointed out that KFUO, a religious outlet, disputed none of 
the regulators’ findings except the carry-all conclusion that 
public interest would not be served by allowing more time. 
There was no basis for contending that the application should 
be granted, he said, and the Commission’s decision was sup- 
ported by ‘substantial evidence.’ Judges cannot substitute 
their judgment for that of the FCC as to the relative im- 
portance of different types of programs and public need for 
service from particular plants, he said. 


Station Won Court Victory, FCC Then 
Ordered Rehearing, New Respondents 


Still another spanking for the FCC is the result of its per- 
sistent attempts to pay off victors in court proceedings against 
FCC by holding ‘rehearings’ at which late-comers, not orig- 
inally involved, are allowed to produce evidence. The Dis- 
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals last week handed down 
one more in the long chain of rulings that the FCC cannot 
ring in slow starters when reopening records where the de- 
cision was upset by the judiciary. 

Latest reprimand was a ‘per curiam’ decision granting pe- 
tition of the Hannibal (Mo.) Courier Post for a writ of man- 
damus forcing the Commish to reconsider its application for 
papers covering a new station on the basis of the original 
record. While the judges did not block another hearing, they 
said it is obviously improper to take up simultaneously other 
applications not filed until some time after the rag’s plea 
was docketed. 


Rehearing on ‘Corporate Structure’ 
Angle in WTIC, Hartford Situation 


Possible back-tracking on another controversial policy mat- 
ter was foreshadowed last week when the FCC ordered argu- 
ment next Thursday (13) on petition for rehearing of the 
Travelers Insurance Co. plan to transfer its five outlets to a 
new subsidiary. 

The rehearing plea was filed several months ago after the 
Commish, in an opinion which stirred up much legal debate, 
held public interest would be violated by the bookkeeping 
transaction which related principally to WTIC, Hartford. 
Regulators looked askance at details of the accounting pro- 
cedure which some felt would amount to inflating the value 
of the WTIC plant and putting a price on the operating fran- 
chise. 

The unfavorable action blocked the insurance company’s 
plan to simplify the corporate structure, under which owner- 
ship of WTIC would be shifted to Travelers Broadcasting Co. 
At present, there is an intricate relationship affecting owner- 
ship and operation of the 50 kw transmitter, into which the 
parent concern has pumped large sums of money to counter- 
act operating losses. 

The ruling aroused attorneys, who felt the FCC went far 
out of its way to condemn the Travelers’ business methods 
and who feared the precedent would have adverse reaction 
on the industry generally. 


Trying to Speed Up Adminisiration, 
FCC Slipshod in Publicizing ‘Reasons’ 


In attempting to speed up administrative processes and 
save both money and labor, the FCC is inviting another 
spanking from the courts. Recently the regulators have been 
slip-shod about obeying the order, embodied in several Dise 
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals opinions, to make public 
their reasons for granting or denying applications before they 
issue the orders winding up cases. Glaring example of dis- 
regard for the judges was last week’s action on petition of 
Earl C. Anthony for permit to buy KEHE, Los Angeles, from 
Hearst Radio, and to sell KECA, Los Angeles, to Worcester 
Broadcasting. Corp. Four days after the decision, approving 
the pleas, was released, the regulators made j,ublic their 
‘proposed decision and order.’ Previous week ‘proposed 
decision’ and a ‘final order’ in the case of WTHT (Hartford, 
Conn.), came out simultaneously. 
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~ SPOT CAMPAIGNS MURRAY CONFIRMS CBC WEB MONOPOLY: 


(New, Renewed or Considered ) 


New Biz, at WTMJ, Milwaukee! _ placed direct on KSRO, Santa Rosa,| - RI ATE STA | IONS SEEN EASED OUT 
Miles Laboratories, Elkhart, Ind.,|Cal., by Goodrich. 
+ 


(Alka-Seltzer), 207 spots, through 


Wade Advertising, Chicago. Union Pacific Railroad, Omaha, . . ‘ble last year when pronouncements 
| Blat Brewing Co. M1 wis kee, through Caples Company,” Los an Broadcasters Meanwhile Do Nothing—They Favor | }¢.°°9, 2¢3" Mien pronourcements 
(beer), ) . *| geles, sponsoring three five-minute ai * 1 ion— Commons Radio Committee that 
through Henri, Hurst & McDonald, transcriptions (dramatized recipes) Railroad-Like Board for Arbitration Wrapped broadcasters were making too much 


Chicago. titled ‘Surprise Your Husband’ Up in Politics muney out of the business and that 
Omar Baking Co., Omaha, Neb.,| weekly for 13 weeks on KSRO, Santa P 


h . something should be done to see that 
(bread), 312 quarter-hour programs, | Rosa, Cal. Starts July 5. they made less in the future. 

direct. Montreal, July 4. | political observers familiar with the 
acest y ta through ‘The’ Caples Nehi Bottling Co. (Royal Crown! , 11 response to queries from Cana-| objectives of the CB™ is called an- 
jaego ti he hn Cola) bankrolling ‘Italian American | 4iam newspapermen Gladstone Mur-/ other mov 
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Question now is whether private 
station owners are sufficiently inter- 


nove in campaign to quietly | este or fully cognizant of eventual 
Pocahontas Fuel Co., Cleveland | Hour’ musical quiz one quarter-hour | TY: general manager of the Cana-| ease private broadcasters out of the | results to go to bat against the gov- 


, | dian Broadcasting Corp. on June 30| business without rousing too much | : : 
‘ arter-hour programs, weekly for five weeks on KSRO, | : : ; . eee wees ernment on the issue in the coming 
itakers), 18 —. Pactatend Santa Rosa, Cal. confirmed the report appearing in| public criticism. Openly expressed | federal general elections. 
through y ‘ . VarRIETY last week to the effect that| views of CBC officials at various 


: : ; I the government intends taking com-| times during the past year that they Attempts of government at Ottawa 

Double Cola, new nickel San An- WCAU, Philly, started talking this | plete control of advertising on pri-| had no objections to private stations | to shrug off responsibility for the 
tonio drink, is sponsoring two 15-| week to American Communications vate networks after Sept. 24. Spon- functioning purely in a local way is ,CBC have been received sarcastically 
minute studio programs on KTSA| Association, CIO, on a new termer| sors may buy time on individual| regarded as window dressing which | by the initiate. The government is 
two times a week known as “The | for the outlet’s 18 panelmen. Present | Canadian stations without hindrance, | covers up important factor that with | hel’ responsible for the activities of 
World’s Fair Club.” Account was / pact expires Oct. 1. but must apply to the CBC in future | dwindling revenues and severe gov-| the corporation, avorable or other- 
placed direct. if intending to use a network of | ernment regulation radio ‘roadcast-| Wise, and should federal elections 
Irwin_Johnson has been named | selected private stations. The CBC|ing in Canada must suffer radical | come this year chances are that im- 
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Ward Baking has renewed Charlie chief announcer of WBNS, Colum- will then determine if, when and | changes. | portant station owners may yet de- 
Freshwater’s ‘Tip Top Bandwagon’|bus, succeeding Jim Yerian, who| which stations can be used. | Meanwhile broadcasters received | cide to defend themselves, especially 
on WHKC, Columbus, for 13 weeks, | will devote his time to promotion. Latest development, in opinion of sufficient warning of impending trou- (Continued on page 45) 
Contract specifies 27 personal ap-, = — 
pearances. Bud Sweeney is m.c, 
Stephano Bros. Philadelphia (Mar- 
vel Cigarettes), through Aijitken- 
Kynett Co., is sponsoring Ira Blue in \ | } 
a quarter-hour ‘Sports Mirror’ three 4] ‘0: Y/ 
nights weekly on KPO, San Fran- ; i. / 
cisco. One year contract.  \3 LIZZARD DA “Veen 
; - a ~ 
Gallenkamp Stores Co. (shoes), : ' S 
} through Long agency, has- renewed OF jails SE ean beg: ' ;' — eg a) 
for 13 weeks its five-a-week ‘Roving , = ei wera at es a 
Reporter’ broadcasts with Bill Bald- f Se as ; WAS ANY7, <i 
win and Jack Gregson on KSFO, San ‘ MING SEAT 
Francisco, originating two programs J We 
at the Golden Gate International Ex- PET RO, 
position and three at Gallenkamp Tr 
a vo @ Cities, small towns, and 
Maryland Pharmaceutical Co., k ; ! 
Baltimore, (Rem and Rel), spotting rural hamlets are all included in the 
seven, one-minute transcriptions 
weekly on KSFO, San Francisco, 7 . 
starting Sept. 25, through Joseph circuit made by WLW Boone County 
Katz agency. : 
. a 
° - ' Fi 
) Citizens Federal Savings Loan Co., Jamboree entertainers. To the thou gs: 
through Long agency, using spot an- - 
nouncements on KYA, San Francisco. sands of homefolk—before whom these it 
Ditto Albert S. Samuels Co. (jewel- f . 
ers), through Will Russell agency. e . 
artists have appeared since last Octo- .. 
Goodrich Silvertown Tires being 
Plugged in 18 spot announcements ber—they are infinitely more than mere 
« 7 7 at * ae ’ Ld e 
Full Transcription Story radio “voices” —they’re friends. Their 
* b] eh68 4s 
i Of King s Visit Goes pictures occupy honored places on the 
'] e . 
' Into Canadian Archives family piano. Boone County Jamboree 
Toronto, July 4. rnin ams 
Preserved for posterity, complete and Top of the Mo g are progr 
Tecords of all its Royal Visit broad- . ’ 
ieee: enh Senetiied te the that are, to use listeners’ own words, 
Dominion Government by the gov- e . 
| ernment-owned Canadian Broadcast- ‘looked forward to as much as their ; 
ing Corp. and will be placed in the ; 
Dominion Archives Building, Ot- meals |” 
: tawa. A similar set of platters goes 
| | into CBC's own archives at Toronto. 
| Particularly, of course, the Gov- wy Between July 4 and Sep- 
, ey had requested records of 
| e King’s five radio speeches and eas 
| the Queen’s two. CBC suggestion tember 15 these WLW personalities have 
that bag. Government also accept ; 
records of the individual receptions, oe 
| complete with cheers, as oe been invited to appear at 36 State and 
) nd oe CBC during the trans-Canada 
unke isi ° ° : 
a ee ee County Fairs in 7 States. We consider 
. CBC a some 30 commentators d f th 
) cross Canada and in the U. S. in hi riking evidence of the ever- . 
i addition to over 200 engineers and this st g 
; other technical men. Last week, ‘ f - 
they and Major Gladstone Murray, increasing friendliness and loyalty to 
mo gm., received thank-you mes- 
€s from Their Majesties express. 
ing extreme pleasure at the radio WLW... 
arrangements and coverage of their 
tour, 
TIONS sr 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES — i ‘tA | 
| pero “THESE THINGS TOO, WE THINK ARE PART OF THE STORY OF WLW” . 
a J Ps 
ON THE NBC RED NETWORK . 
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aie ‘ : 1) the industry can now expect Wash- pretty accurate, The local drop-off 
oe 7 ee ington to have a swell factor in its| was mirrored all year in declining 
sate ot $2,223,195 for the deficit | favor for issuing another batch of | base rates of the smaller stations— 


reporting stations. 
Specifically, the figures on radio 
revenue for 1928 released last week 


by the FCC underscore heavily two | 


angles—one new and one old: 
1. Local revenue took a beating in 


; ever. 


1938 to tune of a $3,500,000 decrease | 


| 


as against 1937. But national spot 
revenue made a terrific climb, over- 
shooting the prior year by just about 
$5,000,000 

To make a long story short, the | 
radio industry stowed almost $19,000,- | 
000 into the bank during 1937 and 
1938 (each), and the machinery gen- 
erating this amazing profit was 
barely worth $34,000,000. The rest | 
was free air, hard work, and show- 
manship. ; | 

2. The radi» industry still is the | 
next best thing to striking oil in 


the back yard. Last year the boys 
shewed a net profit (that is, excess 
of revenue over expenses) of $18,- 
854.734. 


In 1937—a year loudly ac- | 


claimed as a great vintage year for | 


bank accounts—the industry had 
barely $30,000 more in profits. 

If the FCC’s rather intricate math- 
ematics are turned into one-time 
card rates—which is the measuring 
stick that ought to be applied in the 
last analysis—it would be safe to 
say that 1938 had a gross time-sale 
intake of $143,500,000, whereas 1937 
would hit about $141,000,000. 

Everybody Happy 

As regards that big climb in na- 
tional spot revenue, it is no secret 
—is most happy to see it. Radio 
stations use national spot biz as hu- 
mans use bread. It’s the staff of life. 
Stations dependent entirely on local 
biz are riding a wild bronco that sel- 
dom gets anywhere. The big take is 
in the national category, and as a 


result of last year’s mighty showing | 
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licenses to new stations or granting | showing that their customers were 


power increases to existing ones. 
Perhaps the national spot figures 
have to be tempered somewhat, how- 


ted one category ordinarily labeled 
‘revenue retained by secondary and 
other networks,’ some of this region- 
al network revenue may have been 


Since the FCC this time omit- 





pinched and that they were cutting 


rates to attract the thinner pocket- 
books. The FCC’s contention that all 
1938 revenue was around 99.5% 
1937’s is also reflected in ASCAP’s 


| radio intake, which was around 99% 


sloshed into the national spot cate-| 


of 1937’s. 
Regarding the profit (or excess of 
revenue over expenses) it’s the same 





Net Radio Time Sales: 1938 


35,455,510 retained by NBC, CBS, MBS 


retained by secondary net- 
( works* 
CO oP cca cnewecs eleansaiowes $35,455,510 
| 
| ¢ $19,483,369 paid stations by NBC, CBS, 
=e MBS 
| NETWORK... 4 1,185,596 paid stations by secondary net- 
works 
raiiees 
| $20,668,965 
175,379 ‘in transit’ payments by major 
networks to stations 
F 313,071 inter-station payments 
$21,157,415 
| 745,452 deduct: inter-station and/or 
network payments 
RS, Penn a $20,411,963 


| 


| 





NETWORK TOTAL 


RIOR 4acies 


GRAND TOTAL 1938 TIME SALES 


that everybody—including the FCC | National and Regional Spot 


28,109,185 
33,402,801 


ee 





0 5 6:0 0606808068 66000008 $117,379,459 


* This classification now dropped by FCC. 








gory. At the very outside, however, 
such a shove-over couldn’t have hit 
$2,000,000, making the national spot 
biz still $3,000,000 better than in 
1937. 


It must also be porne in mind that 
the added national spot biz was quite 
evidently not distributed through- 


out the industry evenly. Of the 660 | 


stations included in the FCC calcula- 
tions, 35% or 240, went into the red. 
That means that the other 419 (the 
420th station broke even without 
profit or loss) got the bulk of the 
added national spot, and the unfor- 
tunate 240 were depending largely 
on local biz. Which again reiterates 
the truism that stations existing 


solely on local biz are existing on | 


chicken feed. (The FCC figures 


show that 316 stations affiliated with | 


old story—very few industries can | 


of 


said for 


its net figures. For one 
thing, much local business is carried 


'on without benefit of any kind of 





- ~ 
;ge. a 


business 


$55,867,473 | 


o0int to such enormous receipts on | 
I I 


such tiny investments. 
property lock, stock and transmitter, 
| isn’t worth any more than $47,000,000 


at depreciated values. And that’s only | : 
| the story told by the ledgers. Out of | P2r€ with employment-payroll fig- 
that $47,000,000 must be subtracted | ures for the week of March 6, 1938 
| (the previous FCC investigation pe- 
eu- | 


some $11,500,000 which is largely one 
|of those bookkeeping guesses 


The whole | 


| 


{ 


| phemistically labeled ‘good will.’ Al- 


most another $1,000,000 must a'so be 
subtracted pecause that represents 
the excess of sale price of stations 


| over actual value in the hands of the | 


seller. In short, that’s what sellers 
jacked up actual values simply be- 
cause they found willing buyers. 
Since the National Association of 
{Broadcasters quit issuing annual 
revenue figures, the FCC has taken 


national networks did $25,164,615 in | over the job, and with this take- 


spot biz, whereas 152 unaffiliated 
stations did only $2,764,584), 
Very Accurate 


On the whole, it seems apparent 
that the FCC’s calculations are 








; Granted ‘by the FCC June 


21, 1939. 5000 Watts are 
a lot of Watts in any 
man’s language. WBNX 
has 5000 Watts in 
Everyman's language! 


WANK 2rmertn 





“The Station That Speaks Your Language” 
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|over the whole rigmarole of annual 
|revenue has become so complicated 
that perhaps no two accountants 
will ever agree on the figures. What 
happened, in short, is this: The NAB 
used to compute ‘gross’ revenue, 
while the FCC now computes ‘net’ 
revenue. 

‘Gross’ revenue is measured by 
simply multiplying all units of time 
sold by their single-time card rate. 
The figure is thus a pure phoney. 
It’s miles above what went into the 
cash box. However, ‘gross’ com- 
putations are nevertheless probably 
| stil! the most desirable. Here are 
| some reasons why: (1) All other ad- 
| vertising media make gross, and not 
|net, computations, so radio revenue 
|should be figured the same way if 
|any comparisons are to be made; 
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(2) media owners do not like to | 


| 

| give out net figures because every- 
| body likes to issue big, robust fig- 
| ures. An ordinary, unofficial re- 
|search staff can most generally get 
| pretty accurate gross figures. But 
;such a staff could rarely get net 
figures which would be much smaller 
| and would disclose special deals, 
| package prices, etc. A gross figure is 
, for all the world to see; a net figure 
is private. 

However, when the FCC got into 
the picture, it had the offcial power 
to get the industry to show what 
| actually went into the books. But 
by doing that, the FCC has largely 
/erased the possibility of making 
‘revenue comparisons over years 
back, or with other media. Thus, 
the industry is now faced with the 
task of translating the net back into 
a gross. This can be done, after a 
\fashion, by augmenting the re- 
| gional network and national spot net 
by 20% and local intake by 10% 
| (the major networks issue gross fig- 
ures for the industry). This is the 
| augmentation method used by the 
| Variety Rapro Dyrrecrory, 
| anything—it is on the low and not 
the high side. 

But in all fairness to the FCC and 


and—if 


| 


| is quite considerable and is believed 








‘*s purposes, there is plenty to be | 


rate card. That’s no industry se- 
cret. How could this business ever 
be reported as gross? Patently, an 
attempt to get a gross out of this 
muddle would be too phoney for 
anyone to digest. 

For another thing, when radio is 
viewed from an economist’s stand- 
point—and any industry watched di- 
rectly by the Government generally 
is— then this gross rate stuff is apt 
to run head-on into trouble. 


1938 Versus 1937 


The years 1938 and 1937 are per- 
fect examples of this statement. 


Last year the industry had a bigger | 


| gross 


than in 1937—but actually 
more money went into the bank in 
1937. The simple reason is that you 
bigger gross out of national 
than out of local, which 
you get a bigger phoney 
when you do a lot of national busi- 
ness. 


An ill-advised 


means 


economist might 
deduct from this that the radio in- 
dustry is making more money, but 
less profit, perhaps due to the law 
of diminishing returns (costs rising 
faster percentage-wise than profit). 
This is far from the truth. What 
actually happened is that radio did 
more business in a category where 
phoney figures are easy to make, 


and less business category 


in a 
where it is hard to phoney-up the 
figures. That’s the long and short 
of it so far as 1938 and 1937 are con- 
cerned. 

What is needed now by the in- 
dustry is not a revision of FCC ac- 


counting methods—which are defi- 
nitely good—but of terminology. 
That, plus establishment of a con- 


version scale, so that net can be- 
come gross without too much wild- 
catting. 


Radio’s Employees 


In 
1938 revenue, 


conjunction with its data on 
the FCC issued em- 
ployment and payroll figures for the 


week of Dec. 11, 1938. These com- 


riod in this field) as follows: 


Dee. 11 March 6 
Fulltime em- 
ployees ........ 18,359 17,085 
Part-time 
employees ...... 4,377 5,820 


Weekly pay full- 


time employees. $45.20 $45.12 


time employees. $23.55 
The rise in_ part-time 


$18.97 
wages 


to be due to new union regulations. 





(KCA, Kenora, Blown Down 
Winnipeg, July 4. 
The 163-foot antenna of station 
CKCA, Kenora, was leveled to the 
ground following a rain and wind 
storm of twister proportions which 
struck the western Ontario city last 
week. — Winds snapped one of the 
guy wires supporting the tower. 





CKCA was out of commission sev- 
eral days. 


=I 

New York office of BBC has re. 
corded a dramatic program titled 
‘Iceberg,’ dealing with work of the 


International Ice Patrol, for ethering 


here July 2. Material was written 
by Ronald R. Macdougall and Felix 
Greene and latter produced. 
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SALT 
LAKE 
CITY 


SHOWMANSHIP 
is the ship 
to sail on— 

and 
SELL on 


| 





Alert advertisérs 
are booking 
passage on the 
station that wins 
FRIENDSHIP 
through Show- 


manship. 


ES 
KDY 


Shy f ypular Sfation 
SALT LAKE CITY 


Johe Blair & Co 


Re presentatrs e 














of the WNOX studios 








‘ lus Service’ 
pus 


lieves in giving you “MORE 

FOR YOUR MONEY.” 

additional benefits of a daily column in 

our affiliated newspaper, the KNOXVILLE 
NEWS-SENTINEL ... strategically located bill- 
boards . . . movie trailers in Knoxville’s leading the- 
atres ... taxicab tire covers for promotion . . . dealer 
calls which aren’t just routine . . . direct mail which is 
read . . . merchandise displays in street level windows 
located on Knoxville’s main 


street . . . and many other services. 


W 


OX 


5000 WATTS DAY—1000 WATTS NIGHT 


~ KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 


Represented by 
THE BRANHAM CO. 


Maybe we’re a little 
naive, but WNOX still be- 


You receive 


1010 KILOCYCLES 
CBS AFFILIATE 
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\TEST-TUBE OF THE NETWORKS 


is jointly analyzed by all four 


New York network stations! 


INCE 1930, different research organizations 
—using many different techniques —have 
measured New York’s listening habits. 


Now, for the very first time, ALL FOUR New 
York network stations jointly sponsored a new 
study of morning listening in Greater New York 
...employing Hooper-Holmes to make personal 
“aided-recall” interviews throughout 19 metro- 
politan New York counties during the week of 
April 16, 1939. 


WABC WAS WALK-AWAY WINNER as 
usual. Here is an analysis of the figures submitted 
by The Hooper-Holmes Bureau: WABC was a 
dominant FIRST in New York...with over 50% 
more quarter-hours of listening than the nearest 
competito: —72% more listening than the third 
ranking station—98% more listening than the 
fourth ranking station! 











Hooper-Holmes— Morning Listening Study. 
Sponsored by the four New York network stations. 


ee 





PER CENT TOTALHOURS OF LISTENING FOR THE WEEK | 





























This is the FIFTH major study in SEVEN years 
to show WABC is FIRST in New York! 


WABC 90,000 WATTS - 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, 


WABC IS THE KEY STATION OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST RADIO NETWORK 


Different techniques. Different years. But the 
answer has never changed. WABC comes out 
FIRST, year after year! 
1939: Personal “aided-recall” interviews by 
Hooper-Holmes. 


1938: Coincidental telephone study by Cross- 
ley, Incor porated. 


1937: Personal interviews by Dr. Daniel 
Starch and Staff. 


1933; and 1932: Mail questionnaire by Price- 
Waterhouse & Co. 


NEW YORK IS THE TEST-TUBE of radio 
networks. In New York each of the major net- 
works operates its own 50,000 watt key station, 
controls the time, and originates all but a few of 
the programs of that station. Each major network 
competes on practically even terms for the favor 
of the New York audience. This direct local 
rivalry makes possible a “deadly parallel”. The 
relative appeal of network schedules can be iso- 
lated and measured with almost laboratory pre- 
cision. And it has been. With the result you've 
already read. 


WHY IS WABC FIRST? That’s easy. It sets the 
highest standard radio has ever had... Big-Name 
network shows of CBS plus a sparkling pageant 
of Columbia-created local WABC programs. 


But CBS leadership hardly stops with New York. 
There’s a great deal more evidence of CBS lead- 
ership throughout the rest of the country. We'll 
be glad to show it to you. 


860 KILOCYCLES 
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VARIETY’S N. Y. FUN GUIDE 


ion Broadcasters) 








Thousand” 





Note—for Atlantic City hot spots: turn left 
on any street, or ask the bell captain. 








Ain't Hay! 


...It’s important money when 


not sightseeing at the Fair will find, | 
in midtown Manhattan, the nitery | 
divertissement is highlighted by the | 
| following: } 


it produces important radio A rey ——* 
_ ' | International Casino—most lavish 
headliners like these: Milton 








|cabaret-theatre with Berle | 
CAROLINE ELLIS 


land Harry Richman topping elabo- 
lrate show; $2.50 minimum. 

Cotton Club—fast colored show 
|topped by Bill Robinson and Cab 
| Calloway; $1.50 minimum. 

Now on NBC-Red for Gener Paradise—‘Venus on Parade’ floor 
Mills Gold Medal Flour show, good, with Richard Himber’s 
stations. ‘ music; $1.50 minimum. 

Directed by Fran oo Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe— 
nostalgic type revue, easily the best 
all-around cafe revue; $1 minimum. | 

These ‘minimums’ are technically | 
correct but down-front tables c: “ry | 
a 50c extra ‘location charge’ per per- 
son, and the average checks come to | 











TEXAS RANGERS 






; : S; ie 
100 station toads = ltwice the advertised minimums, } 
just finished “Color two On hokey-pokey 52d Street is 


” with Gene Autry; 
Sealtyweed show begins July 
7,8 PM,EDST, coast to coast. 


America’s Montmartre, with a score 
of spots, side by each, on the one 
block between 5th and 6th avenues. 
Jack White’s Club 18 is a midnight 
(put don’t be too early) fun furnace; | 
ditto Leon & Eddie’s, with Eddie | 
Davis topping a strong floor show. | 
The rest are an assortment of swingo | 
bistros, take your pick, like the | 
Onyx, Mammy’s Chicken Farms, etc. | 
St. Regis Hotel’s two rooms—the 
Viennese Roof and the Iridium; | 
Waldorf-Astoria and Pierre Roofs, | 
Sherry-Netherland Cafe Lounge, and | 
popular hotel roofs like the Astor | 




















Margaret 

& Gordon M U ik R 0 
"Across the Breakfast Table”; 
greatest early morning show 
in years; now available for 


network or spot. 














(Ben Bernie), Pennsylvania (Tommy 
Dorsey), Biltmore (Heidt), the New 
Yorker’s ice show and Henry Busse’s 
music, constitute the nicer rooms. 
At the Stork, 21 or Morocco, if not 
known, you're liable (1) not to get 
in, finding the room ‘reserved’ since 
face-value is an important element, 
or (2) not taken care of as well as 
in the not too popular or class-re- 
stricted spots. Admen of course have 
traditional entree in most of New 
York. 

Greenwich Village and Harlem are 
catch-as-catch affairs right now, par- 
ticularly the sepia sector. The Cot- 
ton Club long since moved to Times 
Sq. and the Kit Kat on East 55th 
gives the late bunch a windup hotcha 
show. Plantation is Harlem’s lone 
standout, and the best thing in the 
Village is El Chico, class Latin nitery, 


PHENOMENON 


America’s great educational 
entertainment; nationally 
syndicated. 









wi RED HORSE RANCH 


Dramatic musical with the 
Texas Rangers; 65 episodes 
available. 











although Jimmy Kelly’s and an as- 
sortment of pseudo-bohemian bistros | 
are standard. H 
Roadhouses—Ben Marden’s Riviera 
across the George Washington Bridge 
and Glen Island Casino in Westches- 
ter (Glenn Miller music) are the 
standouts. Air conditioned restau- 
rants and roofs have kayoed road- 
houses around New York long ago. 
At the Fair, the free and/or paid 
admission highlights are the follow- 
ing: General Motors futurama, free; 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade, 40-99c; ex- 
pensive but ultra menus at any of 
the Pavilion restaurants in the Court 
of Nations zone; nudie or al fresco 
shows and walkthroughs such as 
George Jessel’s Old New York, Mer- 
rie England, Sun Valley, Dali’s sur- 
realistic Dream of Venus, Cuban Vil- 
lage, Crystal Lassies, NTG’s Sun 


OLYMPICS of theAIR 


Sparkling Q. and A. sports 
feature; whole family appeal. 











PERSONALITIES 


Beulah Karney, Food; Erle 
Smith, News; Walt Lochman, 


Sports; Bob Riley, Farm. 












BRUSH CREEK FOLLIES 





NAB visitors to New York when Worshippers, Crystal Palace (these 


latter four coming under the un- 
draped or s.a. type shows); Morris 
Gest’s Midget Village; sizzling Har- 
lemania at Moe Gale’s Savoy Ball- 
room; the good, but somehow not 
very popular Rodeo on the midway; 
and the highlight industrial buildings 
like Westinghouse, Communications, 
AT&T, RCA (with its television 
show), Hall of Medicine and the like. 

P. S—tThis is a fleeting guide. 
Your immediate company, bankroll 
and mood should be the ultimate 
barometer. If in doubt phone 
VARIETY or some native New York 
pal at the stations or agencies. 


3 NETWORKS 





BIG TURNOUT 





NBC and Columbia will, as usual, 


send sizeable delegations to the con- | 


vention of the National Association 
of Broadcasters which opens Monday 
(10) at the Ambassador hotel, At- 
lantic City. NBC will have on hand 


| Lenox R. Lohr and Niles Trammell | 
| plus five other v.p.’s, while CBS will | . 


be represented by four v. p.’s. Mu- 
tual’s cohort will be headed by Fred 
Weber, general manager, and T. C. 
Streibert, v. p. Convention-goers in- 
clude: 

NBC 


Lenox R. Lohr 

Niles Trammell 
William S. Hedges 
Frank Russell 

A, H. Morton 

Oo. B. Hanson 

G, L. Ashby 

Keith Kiggins 

E. P H,. James 
Easton C, Woolley 
Phil Merriman 

John H. Norton, Jr. 
Sheldon K. Hicock 
Sam Ross 

B. F. McClancy 
Clayton Morgan 

Sid Strotz 

J. V. McConnell 

H. M. Bevel 

Lloyd Egner 

Frank Chizzini 
Charles Horn 

(. W. Farrier 

A. B. Crotty 

H. K. Gerkley, WRC-WMAL 
Kolin Hager, WGY 
Vernon Preble, WTAM 
John Holman, WBZ-WBZA 
S. D. Gregary, KDKA 


COLUMBIA 


Mefford R. Runyon 
Harry Butcher 

Donald W. Thornburgh 
Herbert Akerberg 

John J. Karol 

Jap Gude 

Steve Fuld 

J. Kelly Smith 

A. E. Joscelyn 

Jack Van Volkenburg 
Hugh A. Cowham 

BE. K, Cohan 

William e 

Bill Schudt, WKRC 

Bill Williamson, WKRC 
Merle S. Jones, KMOX 
Ken Church, KMOX 

Earl H,. Gammons, WCCO 
I.incoln Dellar, WBT 
Royal Penney, WBT 

A. D. Willard, Jr., WISV. 
Harold E. Fellers, WEEL 
Kingsley Horton, WEEI 


MUTUAL 


Fred Weber 
T. C. Stribert 
Lester Gottlieb 
Robert Schmidt 
William Dolph 





Terrific rural entertainment; 














- Hi , Bud 
footesing Ppmtsio Picco, 
Kit and Kay, 








¥*® KMBC’s Annual Program Production Budget. 


Few radio stations in the 
country can point to so many 
nationally known headliners, 
originated locally. Some of 
them are currently available. 
Give me a call. 1; 





SAN 


KM BC} 
OF KANSAS CITY 


The Program Building And 
Testing Station 
Free & Peters, Nat'l Reps. 
Nat’l Time Reps.: 
Columbia Artists, New York and 
Hollywood; Geo. E. Halley, Chicago 














SHOWMANSHIP 
SHOWMANSHIP 


That's the unbeatable combination 
that simplifies station choice in 


| Ask your Free & Peters man for 
the Northern California story of 


: Bero 


PALACE HOTEL 
5.000 W. Day—1,000 W. Night—5S60 Kc. 


by Columbia 


by KSFO 


FRANCISCO 


SAN FRANCISCO 








VACATIONS OF STAFF 
CURTAIL DAYTIME TELE 


Londgn, June 27. 

_BBC is to have a temporary tele- 
vision shutdown Sunday afternoons, 
covering most of the summer, Rea- 
son is depletion of staff due to vaca- 
tions, which would force high pres- 
sure on skeleton personnel left. 
Scheme will operate between July 
16 and September 17. 

Is expected to cause minimum in- 
convenience, on account of there be- 
ing few viewers for daytime pro- 
grams at that period. 


POOF tt+oeoeeeseeseeeseees 
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't London Calling : 








ob 
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Carroll Levis to broadcast another 
dozen of his discoveries from stage 
of Palace, Plymouth, July 12. 





Adelaide Hall, Anne Lenner, Dor- 
lothy Carless, Gwen Jones, Garry 
| Gowan, George Barclay, Pat O’Regan 
| and Alan Kane will feature in a 

BBC ‘crooning bee’ June 30, with 
Chappie D’Amato emceeing and Felix 
Mendelssohn as referee. 





Walford Hyden toured France and 
Italy for national music to include in 
|‘Cafe Colette’ program when. this 

program returns to the air July 3. 
| Beatrice Lillie to do three broad- 
| casts and a television for BBC first 
|} week in July. 


Alfredo and band again at the Brit- 
| ish Broadcasting Corp.’s Radio 


| Olympia annual show. 





| Damon Runyen has gotten past 
| conservative BBC’s defences, and 
| web will broadcast on July 7 a radio 
adaptation of ‘The Bloodhounds of 
Broadway.’ 

Ruth Draper set to do her first 
television chore with two dates pen- 
cilled in for July; she will get 15 
mins. of an afternoon program and 
half an hour at night, with Eric 
Crozier producing. 





Stuart Hibberd, BBC announcer, 
io Norway. 


————— 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 
NAB. CONVENTION 


(Ambassador Hotel, Atlantic City 
July 10-13) ; 





— 











MONDAY 
Morning—Clear Channel group, 

Regionals group. 

Newspaper-owned group. 

District meetings. 
Lunch—Bureau of radio Advertis. 

ing and Sales Managers Division, 
Afternoon—IRNA meeting. 

Television demonstration. 

John Hogan—engineering. 
Night—Copyright committee. 

TUESDAY 
Morning—Neville Miller’s report, 

Talk—James G. Stahlman. 
Luncheon — Carl Milliken — 

Regulation.’ 
Afternoon—Code discussion. 

WEDNESDAY 
Morning—Elmer Andrews. Dept. of 
Labor, 

Orrin Dunlap, N. Y. Times. 
Afternoon—Copyright report, 
Evening—Banquet. 
Special—Network broadcasts: 

Will Hays—from Hollywood. 

James Stahlman from New 

York. 

Neville 

City. 


‘Self 


Miller—from Atlantie 
THURSDAY 
Morning—Reports. 
Election of directors. 
Resolutions. 
Unfinished business. 
Adjournment, 
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TO cover GREAT BRITAIN 
YOU MUST use ‘ 


RADIO 
NORMANDY 


Full Particulars of Air Time & 
Talent from HV HTHIIHIIIIE 
INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING 
COMPANY, LTO 


3% PORTLAND PLACE, 
LONDON, WL 
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Amarillo, Texas. 


Chicago. 


Cactus as it is to pick it! 


Scant The Texas Panhandle 


KFDA 


AMARILLO, TEXAS 


SEND your selling message to people 
in the Panhandle — not to prairies! 
KFDA, new, full-time station, reaches 
75% of all the radio homes in this ter 
ritory, and boasts new $15,000 studios 
and an experienced personnel. 
the Texas Panhandle at a lower cost per 
capita than through any other outlet! 
Write or wire KFDA, Nunn Building, 





Affiliated with Texas State Network and Mutuat 
Broadcasting System 


Further information at TSN offices, Ft. Worth. 
630 Fifth Avenue, New York. Wrigley Building, 





It’s as hard to sell to 


A new 
way to sell IN 





Sell 

















es ae 





* 
r 
¢ 
& 
5 
: 


FeO EYRE UTIL 

















aor Pg: 


SLI PESTO PN ALTE 





Wednesday, July 5, 1939 


RADIO 





VARIETY 35 








wr N. Y. (NBC) TELEVISION ot R: ee: 
From the Production Centers we _ NBC Has Telecast Rights to 15 


443444444 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Dick Marvin, radio director for the William Esty agency, flew out to 
Hollywood last Friday (30) to be on hand for the debut of Camel's 
‘Blondie’ series Monday (3) over CBS. He planes tomorrow (Thursday) 
to San Francisco for the inaugural of the Benny Goodman program 


(Camel) on the NBC red (WEAF) Saturday night (8). 


CBS last week distributed tickets for the Joe Louis-Tony Galento fight 


at the Yankee stadium among the radio editors of 
dailies .. - NEC, which had the exclusive broadcast rights to the event, 
immediately ‘suspected’ the main reason for this beneficence was to keep 
the editors from writing a review of the broadcast. 

Jean Paul King, after a year aboard a boat, has cruised off to Province- 
town to act at the Wharf theatre and lecture to the students on radio. . 
Helen Straus of Benton & Bowles home ill... Mann Holiner of Lennen 
& Mitchell sampled the trade and lay press with cartons of Sensation 


the New York | 





12:00 Noon—June Hynd on ‘Send- 
ing a Child to Camp.’ 

12:15—-Films, Chevrolet news. 

12:45—George Ross, Broadway col- 
umnist. 

12:55-1:00—Newscast. 

8:30-10:00—Feature film, ‘The Heart 
of New York’ with Al Jolson, Madge 
‘Evans and Harry Langdon, 
Thursday, July 6 
| 12:00 Noon—Margaret Byers, ‘Fash- 
| ions in Figures.’ 
| 12:15—Films ‘On Two Wheels.’ 
12:55-1:00—Newscast. 





8:30-9:30 p.m.—'The Services of An 
| Expert,’ a one-act comedy by Harry 
; Stephen Koller, with Ethelyn Mate- 


.|son, Alfred Alderdice, Maxine Ros- 


|coe, Lew Daly; and ‘Time for Love,’ 
a musical by Dillon O’Ferris, with 





—— 


Films but Distribs Mostly Balk 
| At Small Rentals Involved 





NBC is finding difficulty in lining 
‘up major film product for television 
| programs. Most of the important film 

companies, including RKO Radio 
| with its RCA relationships, are dis- 
| inclined to supply film features. 

| Decision is partly due to the fact 
| that they regard television as a pos- 


| sible competitive industry which will 


| adversely affect motion picture the- 
| atre attendance. This is, however, 


cigarettes in advance of Larry Clinton’s start ...Cal Swanson out to | Enis Byer, John Woodford and Max | way off. Mostly it’s because no ap- 


Hollywood on a short trip for Lux . . . Singing Sam will get four weeks 
ahead of himself in July for Coca-Cola in order to loaf a month in Florida 
next winter... Fred Waring and Francis Hatch of B.B.D. & O. on Boy 
Scouts publicity committee . 

The Kidoodlers (Paul Cordner, Bob Remongtom, Ed Lewis, Bill Kearns) 
not managed by Sherry Allen any more....it’s now NBC....John Steel 
and William Shirer turned around pronto and went back to Europe fer 


Mutual and CBS respectively on the war news....Paul White also sailed. | 
Don Becker, producer and co-author of ‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ and ‘This ' 


Day Is Ours’ (Procter & Gamble) for Transamerican, sails for Europe to- 
day (Wednesday). 


He will be gone four or five weeks...Eddie Cantor will go to St. Louis, | 
then rest in Banff after week at State...Ave Maria program on WMCA' 


renewed by Franciscan monks... 


Elaine Sterne Carrington summering at Bridgehampton, L. I...Laurence 
Hammond has taken a summer place at Gaylordsville, Conn...Martha Deane 
has gone to the Coast for a vacation and will resume her WOR series July 
31...Radio Writers Guild council meets tomorrow (Thursday) to confab 
about the recent constitutional action by the Coast membership. ..Ruth 
Adams Knight is motoring back to New York from Los Angeles, with a 
stop-off at the San Francisco expo...Spencer Bentley playing heavy in 
‘The Parker Family,’ new Woodbury show which debuts Friday (7) on 
CBS, packaged by Transamerican for Lennen & Mitchell. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 





Abe Schechter, NBC’s special eventer and news specialist, set up a new | 


commentary program and hiked to Frisco for similar enterprise. 
department at Radio City manned by Ben Alexander and Mary Dawley, 
with Leonard Regg dishing up the scripts....David Broekman taking part 
of his Texaco layoff in Big Town....Judy Garland will chirp with Bob 
Hope next fall. Skinnay Ennis understood set for the Pepsodent resump- 
tion....Bill Goodwin moved out of Grapenuts show to spiel the merits of 
Camels on new Blondie series. Carroll O’Meara turned over production of 
last five Al Pearce programs to Harry Ackerman of Young & Rubicam 
forces to loaf in the Sierras....Tom Revere and Don Cope blue-printing 
next season’s Maxwell House opus....Meredith Willson will rest at Banff, 
Canada, before going into N.Y. for discussions on the musical setup of the 
java revamp....Franklin Bingman joined NBC news commentators on 
move from KHJ. Does two-month filler for Dresser Dahlstead, dispatched 
to Frisco for production duty on ‘One Man’s Family’ and ‘I Love a Mys- 
tery’....Al Jolson audition for Luckies bringing a crew of Lord & Thomas 
execs to the Coast. At least a provocation for the trip....Marty Gosch 
back east after Robert Benchley summer washup to produce a few sum- 
mer specials for CBS....Andrews Sisters and Merry Macs coming west to 
grab off some loose picture coin. Also Charles Barnet and Russ Morgan 








OU could have 
knocked us over with 


1 FEATHER! 


“The Wrightville Clarion” is a 
sure-fire comic strip—up te now 
® participating program with a 
loyal following develo, d during 


five years of continuous perform- 
ances, 





1% SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND WTIC RATES 


FIRST 


@ in LISTENER POPULARITY BY 2 TO 8 
IN THE HARTFORD AREA 


@ iN NUMBER OF NETWORK ADVERTISERS 


@iN NUMBER OF NATIONAL SPOT 
ADVERTISERS 


Last December we decided to look 
into its Popularity—and you could 
have knocked us over with a 
feather when we got the answer! 


One-minute announcements on 
December 2, 3, 5 and 6 offered 
simply a photograph of the 
Clarion” cast, Delighted “sub- 
Scribers” Snapped back 5,416 re- 


pests— proving that the “Clarion” 
~4 even more popular than we 








WIC 


50,000 WATTS - HARTFORD, CONN. 


The Stotion With the Friendly Ave 


Ought — and a smart buy for The Travelers Broodce 
roe SINGLE sponsor who wants Member NBC Red Network 
eady-paved path for his product Representotiy 





inte the homes of WTIC’s bi 
TIC’s big and 
friendly audience, : 


New | 


| Showalter. 
Friday, July 7 
12:00 Noon—Melba Meredith, folk- 
songs in costume. 
12:15—Films ‘Snow 
| mites.’ 
| 12:45—To be announced. 
12:55-1:00—Newscast. 
8:30-9:30—Film, Stacy Woodard’s 
‘The Adventures of Chico,’ a docu- 
mentary on Mexican peasant life. 
Saturday, July 8 
8:30-10:00—“Heart of Paris,’ in 
‘French with English subtitles. 


SCOPHONY TO 


| 
} 


SELL 800,000 
SHARES 


London, July 4. 

Capitalization of Scophony, Ltd., 
producers of television apparatus, 
has been increased by approximately 
$1,000,000 through the creation of 
800,000 shares of new stock priced 
at $1.25 per share. New financing 
will take care of expansion in manu- 
facture and marketing of home 
receivers. 
Scophony is now $2,500,000. 

Newest Scophony home receiver 
will be to the trade in August, fea- 
turing an 18 by 14-inch picture. 
Solomon Sagall, managing director 
of Scophony, will sail for the U. S. 
in August. 

Negotiations with the comedian, 
Eddie Cantor, for commercial inter- 
est in Scophony have practically 
been terminated and a New York 
financial group stood ready to in- 
vest up to $3,000,000 in the Amer- 
ican development of Scophony, but 
dropped out of the picture when lat- 
ter organization decided nothing 
would be undertaken here unless a 
$10,000,000 capital could be raised. 


FARNSWORTH ACCT. 
| GOES TON. W. AYER 


Philadelphia, July 4. 
| N. W. Ayer & Son has been named 
| by Farnsworth Television & Radio 
Corp. to handle advertising and pub- 
licity. Farnsworth, with plants in 
Ft. Wayne and Marion, Ind., manu- 
factures Capehart and Panamuse 
phono-radio combinations and Farns- 
worth radio and television receivers 
and transmitters. 

Chicago office of Ayer will handle 
the account. About $200,000 will be 
available this fall. 


in the Dolo- 


| 




















WFIL Women’s Shows B 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

WFIL, which three months ago 
gave up its women’s programs, is 
currently airing more than ever be- 
fore, four of them. Two of the shows 
are participating and seeking spons- 
ors, one’s sponsored by a department 
store which owns half the stations 
and the fourth is strictly a sustainer. 

They include Martha Laine who 
used to be former program director 
Margaret Schaefer and is now Rhon- 
da Bennett of the Dorsey ad agency; 
Ruth Elliott, who does a participat- 
ing show specializing in merchandis- 
ing tie-ups; Ruth Sheehan, sponsored 


len, society chit-chatter. 





Wendy Hiller also television de- 
butting, as heroine of ‘The Fame of 
Grace Darling’ July 9, which will 





she flashed to fame in the George 
| Bernard Shaw pic, ‘Pygmalion.’ 


Total capitalization of | 


by Lit Brothers store, and Helen Al- 


also be her first acting task since | 


|preciable revenue can be gained 
|from NBC since telecasting so far 
is experimental only and without a 
backer. 

One deal for product, however, 
was closed last week (28) between 
NBC and Tri-National Films, Inc., 
and Astor Pictures, Inc., to supply 
a group of 15 features, starting July 
|5, when the Astor release, ‘Heart of 
|New York,’ with Al Jolson, former- 
| ly titled ‘Hallelujah I’m a Bum,’ will 
| be televised at 4 p.m. Time selected 
| was chosen because it is non-com- 
petitive as far as motion picture the- 
atres are concerned, 

Programs are designed purely for 
home consumption and among other 
films to be televised are ‘Vicar of 
Wakefield,’ ‘Heart of Paris,’ ‘Car- 
nival du Bal,’ ‘La Kermese Hero- 
ique!’", A number of shorts will also 
be supplied by Astor. 

John E. Otterson of Tri-National, 








R. M. Savini and C. J. Tevlin of 
Astor, and T. H. Hutchinson, Clar- 
ence W. Ferrier and E. A. Huger- 
ford, Jr., of the NBC television pro- 
gram department, participated in the 
negotiations. 

NBC execs estimate that only 
about 6% of the total amount of time 
devoted to television programs will 
make use of films, the same as it is 
in England at the present time. 
Greatest amount of time will make 
use of live talent. 


NBC ‘Television Tour’ 
Setup for Noontime 


Transmissions in N.Y. 








New 15-minute daytime programs 
that are televised on the noon pe- 
riod daily, Monday through Friday, 
by NBC-RCA are being sent out 
from the television studios employed 
as part of the NBC ‘Television Tour’ 
for which public is charged 50 cents 
a peep. Television programs are 
spotted at 12 o’clock noon and 12:45 
p.m. 

During the on-the-air periods, the 
Television Tour is closed to tourist 
visitors. 











NO. ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN 





| 








IS COMPLETE 





WITHOUT W' 


Edward Petry & Company 
Ina 
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‘Experimental’ Emphasis by FCC 
In Future Will Be on Programs, 











Not Television Engineering 





Washington, July 4. 

Broad licensing policy covering 
television and following the sugges- 
tions of three-man committee which 
recently examined the visual broad- 
casting field, will be sought soon by 
the FCC. Hints may be forthcoming 
next week when the regulators de- 
cide whether to hold hearings on a 
host of pleas for permits to build and 
operate sight-sound, plants. 

The Commish already has decided 

















Murray 


and His Orchestra 


on 


PHIL BAKER'S 


“Honolulu Bound” 





Extra facts if you want ’em: 


CHOIRS ON: Chesterfield, 
Chrysler, Sealtest, Rudy 
Vallee, Heinz, U. S. Rub- 
ber, Fred Allen, Socony, 
Griffin, Ford, Gruen an: 
Lucky Strike. 


ORCHESTRAS ON: Wood- 
bury and CBS sustainings. 








| to continue the existence 


of the tele- 
vision committee, headed by Com- 
missioner T. A. M. Craven, the only 
technician on the panel, and is due 
next Tuesday (11) to take up its re- 
port which advocated a flexible pol- 


icy and opposed fixing of engineer- 
ing standards for television opera- 
tions at this time. First real move 
toward a definite policy will be the 
action on the many rec jue sts, notably 
those of Don Lee and the Milwaukee 
Journal, 


If things turn out as expected, the 
|Commish will step into what the 
| committee termed the second phase 
lof development — experimentation 
along progra:n, rather than technical, 
lines. The committee came to the 
conclusion, after lengthy discussions 
with all groups interested in the sub- 
ject, that engineers have reached the 
| point where television on the whole 
feasible, although susceptible to 
much refinement, but that nothing is 
known yet of the public’s tastes, the 
| practical considerations in program 
| building, talent supply, etc. 

It is thought possible the Commish 
will act favorably—perhaps without 
| the formality of hearings—on the ap- 
| plications from persons who want to 
(Continued on 1 page 50) 


is 





Some _ 80,000 Cincinnati school- 
children are now members 
WKRC’s Safety Patrol, which 
broadcast each Saturday morning, | 
month in and month out, on the Cin- 
cinnati Columbia | station. These 
schoolchildren are abiding by the 
| five-point safety pledge and helping 
| Cincinnati erase the black mark on 
| its record for motor fatalities. Part- 





Safety Club, Cincinnati is pointing 
with pride to the decrease in its 
traffic accident record. 

The first WKRC Safety Patrol 
broadcast was aired September 6, 
1938, and on June 10th, Al Bland, 
chief of the Safety Club received 
the recognition of City Manager C. 
O. Sherrill, the Cincinnati Chamber 
of Commerce, the press and safety 
organizations in the Queen City on 
a nationwide Columbia broadcast. 

These men recognized the good 
propaganda spread to school chil- 
dren and took this means of telling a 





is aiding in the city’s safety cam- 
paign. All of this, I believe, is 
station-worthy because it helps com- 
munity standing and is obviously in 
the public interest. 

Every civic-minded citizen realized 
that something had to be done to cut 


and willingly gave of their time and | 














coast-to-coast audience how WKRC |! 
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Per. Mgr.: 





TRANSCRIPTIONS 
TELEVISION 
DECCA RECORDS 
THEATRES 


Currently Appearing 
PIERRE HOTEL 


Return Engagement 


SAVOY PLAZA 


July 27 
For Indefinite Engagement 


ANNA SOSENKO 


Ex. Rep.: JACK BERTELL 


| tion of the radio system. Council | 


| went 


Blueprint for a Local Safety Drive 


By WILLIAM A. SCHUDT, JR. 
General Manager | WKRC, Cincinnati 


of | 
4 


| ly because these 80,000 boys and girls | 
| are practicing the rules of WKRC’s | 


JEWS ASK OWN PART 
OF PALESTINE RADIO 


Jerusalem, June 18. 


National Council for Palestine | 
Jews (Vaad Leumi), highest internal | 
Jewish body in Palestine, has asked 
the Government to turn over to it 
| complete control of the Hebrew sec- 








not only asked for control but a | 
much larger budget as well, so as 
to run that section as it deserves to 
be run, 

This precipitate action 
ceded by a summary 


was pre- 
action on the 


part of the Palestine Broadcasting 
Service in washing out the Broad- 
cast Advisory Council, made up of 


representatives of the British, Arab 
and Jewish sections of the popula- 
tion, to advise and aid the PBS in 
drafting programs. The PBS gave as 
its reason for dissolving the Ad- 
visory Council the fact that for the 
most part these supposedly repre- 
sentative people rarely if ever at- | 
tended a meeting. Their use was at 
an end, according to the PBS di- 
rectors. 

The Vaad Leumi cracked back that 
the Advisory Council was the only 
direct contact of the broadcasting 
service with the public and,in lieu 
of it, asks that the whole of the 
Hebrew section with an enlarged | 
budget be given it. Vaad Leunu | 
to great pains to point} 
out that over 80% of the license | 
holders in Palestine, some 32,000 out 
of 40,000 were Jews and therefore 
they should have the brighter end | 
of the budget. 





record respectable. Many of these 
organizations have done and are | 
doing smart jobs in getting to the | 
public the message of safe c 
but such groups are limited in their 
effectiveness because of lack of | 
funds and ability to contact and im- 
press a large percentage of the 
population. WkKRC stepped in and | 
filled that void. 

In 1937 alone, 187 persons were | 
killed and thousands were injured | 
| in metropolitan Cincinnati. The ma- 
jority of these were children who 
were run down by negligent drivers, 
or seriously injured, killed 
maimed for life through their own | 
carelessness. 

‘Be Careful—Be Safe—and Be 
Happy’ is what Bland told both the | 
children who came to WKRC'’s stu- 
dios each Saturday morning to take 
part in the half-hour broadcast and 
the children who were at home at 
their radios listening to what he had 
to say. Now, during the summer 








| 





/an officer of the Highway Traffic 


down the number of accidents. | 
Social agencies, safety club&S and 
other organizations were formed | 


efforts to make Cincinnati’s safety | 


HILDEGARDE 


months, his Safety Patrol broadcasts 
emanate from playgrounds in the 
city, where large groups of children 
are gathered and where Bland and 


Bureau, especially appointed by Cin- 
cinnati’s Safety Director, demon- 
state safety precautions. Other sta- | 
tions, VARIETY believes, will be in- 
terested in the modus operandi: 
Method of Enroliment 

The basic idea of the WKRC 
Safety Patrol is simple. Every child 
who signs his pledge of safe conduct 
| becames a member; he is then given 
a Safety Patrol folder containing the 
pledge to show his family and 
friends. The pledge contained 
therein is as follows: 

1. I shall always stop and look 
both ways before crossing the streets. 

2.1 shall always cross streets at 
intersections, never between blocks. 








\ broadcasts 








3. I will never hitch rides, or ride 
double, on a bicycle. 

4. I will never play in the streets. 
| §.I will always obey my school- 
boy safety patrolman in 
and from schools. 

Also contained in the folder are 
| the WKRC Safety Patrol songs and | 
a personal letter from Chief Al) 
Bland. Finally, the new member is | 
given an attractive patrol badge. | 
This is for him to wear; to interest | 
others to join; and to be a constant 
reminder of his pledge. 

Swamped by Memberships 
A few days prior to the first | 
| broadcast in September, 1938, Bland | 
| told his WKRC listeners that he| 
| would enlist all children who were | 
| present at the initial broadcast and | 
those participating, as charter mem- | 
bers. In spite of the fact that it was | 


going to 


| the Saturday before Labor Day, and 








that the children were to be at the 
studios at 7 o’clock in the morning, 
(Continued on page 55) 
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- doky Club Opposes Television 


English Authority on Turf Introduces Unexpected 
Opposition—Racing Big Stuff in England 





London, June 27. 
If the Jockey Club, which is the 
high authority here where horse 
racing is concerned, puts up the bar 
on television, that’s the end of the 


matter where telecasting of the turf | 
classics is concerned. And that’s! 
what they have done. 

BBC planned to let viewers in on 
the Ex dips e Stakes, run at Sandown 
Park July 14, and had in fact com-| 
pleted all preparations with 


track owners 
latter body 
Club, wh 
it was 
Club 


As an act of courtesy, 
informed the Jockey 
ch thereupon advised BBC 
‘against tho 
stewards that the race should 


| be televized.’ 


Decision is a bad setback to Brit- 


ish television, which has made in- | 
valuable publicity out of the Derby | 
programs this year and last, and| 
fears are that if Jockey Club holds 


this decision as a home 


~ BBC Resta Bestia 


precedent, 


London, June 27. 
BBC calling upon its regional 
stations to help in its summer drama 
schedule, covering period from July 
to September. 
by leading 
groups in the sticks. 


is 


repertory 


Midland unit will give a perform- | 


ance by the Birmingham Repertory 
Co., and Northern Ireland will take 
one from the Gate theatre; 
version of Joanna Cannan’s ‘Ithur- | 
iel’s Hour’ will be contributed by | 
Wales, and Scotland will give one 
by James Bridie and Sir James Bar- | 
rie’s ‘The Will.’ 

Subjects will support drama broad- 
casts scheduled from London, and} 
a s to be fitted in will include a 

eries of W. W. Jacobs’ ‘Nightwatch- 
man’s Tales,’ from Bristol; ‘Crown- 
er’s Quest,’ ‘Concert Grand’ and a 
| dialect comedy, from North; Horton 
| Giddy’ s ‘My Life with Ernest Rule’ 
from Belfast; ‘Prize Onions’ from 
Wales; ‘Coronation Chimes’ from | 
Midland. 





Cuban Flips 





the | 


wishes of the | 


Material will include | 


radio | 


viewers will 10se some of the most 
thrilling actuality broadcasts in its 
calendar, 

BBC is still to air a sound 
mentary on the race. 


-OMm- 





JOSEPH RINES 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 
Hotel St. Regis 


Viennese Roof 
2nd Consecutive Year 
NBC—THRICE WEEKLY 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


NAN WYNN 


ON 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 

















| 


Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 








| 

| Allen Prescott’s “DON’T 
‘| FORGET” is attracting de- 
served attention. He is a 
| deft Master of Ceremonies. 
DINTY DOYLE, 


“DON'T FORGET” 
ALLEN PRESCOTT 


Fridays, 8:30-9 P.M., WJZ 




















Havana, July 4. 
Dr. Nicholas Mendoza has been re- 
placed by Juan Govea as head of the 
radio department in the Communi- 
cations Ministry. Govea is the per- 
sonal rep of Col. Batista. 





Cuba’s going daytime savings time 
forced the dropping of the CBS re- 
broadcast of ‘99 Men and a Girl’ 
(U.S. Tire) over CMCK-COCO. 

























By JANE WEST 


NOW 


RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
| AUGHTER* [EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99“ 


LISTEN 











TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EOST 
IN CBS - WABC— 
ee 


COAST TO COAST 


100 °/0 pure 







2:15 to 2:30 P.M. EOST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


MGT. 


ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 

















Creetings to N.A.B. 


*Ben Bernie 
Lew Lehr 
Ed Wynn 
Ete., 
Management: 








PARKE LEVY 
ALAN LIPSCOTT 


Radio Scripters* 


HENRY SOUVAINE, 30 Rockefeller Plaza 


Joe Penner 

Willie & Eugene Howard 
Bert Lahr 

Ete. : 
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MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, July 4. 


Night juice-jump from 500 watts to 1 kw ap- 
proved by the Commish in a proposed finding of fact okaying 
he plea of WALA, Mobile, for additional power. Service 
i“ would be considerably enlarged by the change and com- 
munity would benefit generally, Commish found. N&&C-af- 
filiated transmitter is the only source of primary service in 
Mobile and interference to other stations would not be in- 
creased 

Paul D. P. Spearman and Frank U. Fletcher appeared on 
pehalf of the Pape Broadcasting Co., livensee. 

Iilineis: (1) Renewed permission for Mutual Broadcasting 
system, Inc., to pipe programs over the Canadian border de- 
creed last week. Action turned down WJBK, Detroit, in its 
charge of ‘unfair practices’ stating that ‘at this time con- 
sideration of the maintenance of a free Interchange of pro- 
grams with stations licensed by the Government of Canada 
outweighs the present suggestion of possible adverse effect 
upon the service rendered by the American station.’ Detroit 
transmitter still is peeved over inability to effect a network 
hookup. 

Proposed finding disclosed that $30,000 a year ia the price 
agreed on by MBS and CKLW, Windsor, for the network 
serviee. Also showed the Canadian station passed through 
a serious depression in the spring of last year. 


Applicant was represented by Louis G. Caldwell, Reed T. 
Rollo, Samuel Regers and Percy H. Russell, Jr, 

Illinois: Spanking applied to the Moody Bible Institute Ra- 
dio Station, Chicago, on its request for a new station to be 
operated on 1300 ke with 100 watts. Although the non- 
stock, non-profit organization (financed by the $7,350,000 
Moody Bible Institute) was formed ‘to preach and teach the 
Gospel,’ Commish declared sternly that ‘in reality, the pri- 
mary purpose and object fer which the applicant corporation 
was organized was to take over Station WMBI and the sta- 
tien license then held by the Moody Bible Institute which at 
that time had two aliens on its Board of Trustees and there- 
fore. under provisions of the Radio Act of 1927, was not 
qualified to hold such statiqgn license and operate said 
station.’ 

In conclusion, Commish pointed out that the plan was to 
use the proposed new station to supplement educational pro- 
grams now being aired by WMBI. Not the purpose of the 
law to ‘provide a facility simply to be used as a supplemen- 
tal means of disseminating such educational service as a 
licensee may not desire or may not be able to transmit over 
its presently licensed regular broadcast facilities.’ 

Louis G. Caldwell, Reed T. Rollo and Percy H. Russell, Jr., 
appeared for applicant. 

Kansas: Change of frequency and power jump okayed for 
KSA\L, Salina, after Commish decided that the increase 
would permit the station to serve a ‘vastly increased area’ 
where a demand for broadcast service exists. Station, 
owned and operated by R. J. Laubengaver, will change from 
1500 to 1120 ke and go to 500 watis nights and 1 kw days 
from its present power of 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Horace L. Lohnes, F. W. Albertson and M. M. Jansky were 
retained by applicant. 

New York-New Jersey: (1) Involved reshuffling of the ra- 
dio interests of Arde Bulova, wealthy watchmaker, okayed 
fer an arrangement which amounts to scrapping of WOV 
and WBIL, New York—two Bulova stations which, although 
ihey operate on different frequencies, are too close together 
in the spectrum for simultaneous operation—scrapping of 
WPG, Atlantic City, and construction of a new Manhattan 
station to be operated on 1100 ke with 5 kw. Transaction 
involves veiuntary assignment of WPG's license from the City 
of Atlantic City to the Greater New York Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, with the proposed new station taking over trans- 
mitting equipment of the New Jersey station and WBIL. 
Deal with the Atlantic City municipally-owned station and 
Bulova was described as ‘a matter of private concern’ to the 
parties affected and no affair of the Commission's, although 





numerous other applicants have been bopped for 
in licenses’ on similar requests. 

Frank J. Wideman appeared for the City of Atl 
with Horace L. Lohnes and EB. D. Johnson 
Bulova. 


(2) Transfer of control of WFAS, White Plains fron 
Selma Seitz to Valentine E. Macy, Jr., and J. Noel Macy a ; 
proved for the sum of $25,500 plus a guarantee by the iene, 
ferees to discharge present liabilities totaling $51,663. Macy’s 
are wealthy Westchester business men well able to finance | 
the venture, Commish found. Smallie, which shares time 
with WGBB and WBRB is largely owned by Mrs. Seitz, al- 
though two relatives have an interest in the transmitter 
Westchester Broadcasting Corp. was organized with an 
authorized capital stock of 1,000 shares of common ($5 par 
value) stock and 800 shares of preferred stock ($25 par | 
value)—Mrs. Seitz owning 834 shares of the common and 670 
shares of the preferred. 


‘trafficking 


antic City, | 
representing 


Station has been bringing in approximately $4,000 a vear 
net. According to the financial statement $46,123 
on ‘developing’ the transmitter. Depreciated 
plant was set at $19,133 and replacement 
$22,599. 

Transferor was represented py Frank Stollenwerck, with 
sen S. Fisher, John W. Kendall and Charles V. Wayland ap- 
pearing on behalf of the Macys. 


Was spent | 
value of the 
value given as 


(3) Plea of WMFF, Plattsburgh Broadcasting Corp., 
Plattsburgh, for operation cn .a regional channel with in- 
creased power rejected by Commish because of the small 
area which would be benefited by the boost. No need shown 
for a switch from WMFF’s present assignment of 1310 ke 
with 100 watts at night, 250 watts days, to 1240 ke with 1 
kw, FCC found. City has a population of only 13,349 and 
only 25,327 persons would receive interference free service at 
night. 

Applicant was represented by Frank Stollenwerck. 

North Carolina: Boost for WGTM, daytime smallie located 
at Wilson, and move to a regional frequency turned down 
because of the small population in the proposed service area 
and the fact that the community already is adequately 
served. Use of the 1240 ke frequency would be ‘inconsistent 
with the purpose of the allocation plan of the Commission,’ | 
according to the proposed finding. Transmitter now operates 
on 1310 ke with 100 watts Had requested a boost to 500 | 
watts, but intended to remain a daytime station 

Clarence D. Dill and James W. Gum appeared for apPlicant. 

South Carelina: Tussle between WOLS, Florence, and the 
Pee Dee Broadcasting Co.—applicant for WOLS’ facilities— 
decided against the newcomer. Considerable confusion over | 
the set-up of the applicant broadeasting company,—an unin- 
corporated organization which would be financed, under the 
articles of the association, by assessments against its mem- 
bers. All members except two have dropped out, however, 
and evidence pointed to the fact that only one of the remain- 
ing members, Dr James A. Bradley, could be expected to con- 
tribute anything to the expenses of construction or operation. 

In turning down the application, Commish pointed out that 
under the articles of the association ail business of the Pee 
Dee Co. must be enacted by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers. Rather difficult, it was stated, with only two members 
left. Pee Dee request for 1200 ke with 100 watt nights, 250 
watts days is tantamount to an attempt to delete WOLS, 
Commish declared, Existing transmitter uses the same fre- 
quency with 100 watts unlimited. 

WOLS was represented by Ben S. Fisher and John W. Ken- 
dall, with Elmer Pratt appearing for Pee Dee Broadcasting Co. 

Texas: Night operation for KTEM, Temple, would benefit 
listeners in the area without interfering with other stations, 
Commish decreed, 

Over the outcry of KMAC, San Antonio, and other respon- 
dents, Government body decided that a local night service 
was needed in the area and that no limitation would be 
caused to other transmitters. Siation will add night opera- 
tion with 100 watts to its present assignment of 1370 kc | 
with 250 watts day power. | 

Represented by Ben S. Fisher, Charles V. Wayland and 
John W. Kendali. 
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SEASON: 1938-39 
“THE CAMPBELL PLAYHOUSE” 


COMMERCIAL COMMENTARY 
CBS (Fridays) 





“THE SHOW OF THE WEEK’ 


MBS (Sundays) 





“EDWIN C. HILL” PROGRAM 


COMMERCIAL COMMENTARY 
NBC Red (Mon. and Wed.) 


“GEO. JESSEL’S JAMBOREE” 





WJZ (Wednesdays) 





PRODUCER 
WOR 





“HEADLINES” 
NEWS COMMENTATOR 


MBS (Tues. and Thurs.) 


“PALL MALL WITH EDDIE DUCHIN’ 


COMMERCIAL COMMENTARY 
. NBC Red (Mon.) 


ROCKE PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
RKO BUILDING, 1270 6TH AVENUE, NEW 
CERCLE 17-7630 





ERNEST CHAPPELL 


Master of Ceremonies and News Commentator 


PRODUCER, M. C. and NEWS COMMENTATOR 


PRODUCER and MASTER OF CEREMONIES 


“MONDAY AT 8:30" with Benay Venuts, 


SLIDE FILMS—TRANSCRIPTIONS—SHORT SUBJECTS 


WJSV TO PATTY-CAKE 
WITH SET COMPANIES 


Washington, July 4. | 

Starting July 10, Columbia station 
WJSV will hold a patty-cake party 
with all Washington radio set dis- 
tributors participating. Plan involves 
an exhibit by a different distrib 
every week, with newest radios and 
accessories, placards, ads and other 
literature on display in the station’s 
reception room. 

All but one distributor in Wash- 
ington accepted the _ invitation. 
Hanger - backer explained he was 
changing his line and would prob- 
ably come in when he had made his | 
new affiliation. 

Idea was thought up by A. D. 
Willard, WJSV gee-em, following 
pep-talks with the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters and the, 
' Radio Manufacturers Association. 


| 











| Hearing July 6 to Settle 
Receivership for KEEN 


| Seattle, July 4% — 
Superior Judge Malcolm Douglas | 





| 
| 
‘ 
' 
' 
; 
| 
| 


_has set July 6 for hearing on appli- 
‘cation for appointment of a receiver | 
,for KVL, Inc. (KEEN). Howard | 
‘Ryan, agency executive who holds | 
'a $12,500 judgment against the, 
platter station, made application 
‘through his attorney, Lee Olwell. | 
The order states that the judgment 
obtained by Ryan recently was 
affirmed in the state supreme court. 
Ryan sought judgment on the 
grounds that after he contracted in 
1936 with Arthur C. and Ervin F. 
Dailey to operate the part time small | 
-watter and invested considerable 
time and money, the latter ousted 
|him and repossessed the equipment. 
Decision of FCC on application of 
_KEEN for full time, more power and 
new construction permit is now 
| pending. 


Westerners Meet Aug. 2 
Calgary, July 4. | 

Annual meeting of the Western 
Association of Broadcasters will be 


YORK held in Vancouver Aug 2-3. 


| H. G. Love, of CFCN, Calgary, is 























Thank you 


PHIL 
BAKER 


for the wonderful time 
I had working with you 
and your Dole Pineapple 
Gang. 


I regret very much that 
your new broadcast time 
prevents me from joining 


you. 


All my good wishes for 
avery greal success. 


Harry Salter 


SALTER 


and His Orchestra 


Continue on 


Dave Elman’s 


“HOBBY LOBBY” 
Sponsored by Fels Naptha 


Wednesdays at 8:30 P. M., EDST 
on the Blue... NBC 


& 
a & & Ako 


“MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY” 


Sponsored by Pepsodent 


Tuesdays at Ten P. M., EDST 
on the Red eee NBC 


Manag. “ent: 
A. & S. LYONS, Ine. 











president of the association. idee 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 








On the 


Upbeat 





Willard Schillinger’s music is in its 
fourth summer season at the Tennis | 
Club of The Inn, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 





Don Wallace settled at the Club 
Chanticleer, Madison, Wis. 





Jack Fulton has bowed in at the 
Mural Room of the Baker hotel, Dal- 
las. 


Ray Noble recruiting band on the 





Coast for tour opening at Brown 
Palace in Denver July 9. 
Skinnay Ennis will be with Bob 


Hope Pepsodent show when it re- 
turns to NBC red network Oct. 3 
He’s with family in Salisbury, N. C.. 
and later proceeds to coast for one- 
nighters. 





Jack Wardlaw opened at the 
Beach Casino, Atlantic Beach, More- 
head City, N. C. 





Blue Barren, on coast to coast 
tour, one nites at Roof Garden, Ar- 
nolds Park, Ia., Aug. 2 and Colonial 
Hotel, Rochester, Ind., Aug. 12. 





Al Trace summers at Twin Lakes 
Ballroom, Twin Lakes Wis. from 
July 1 to Sept. 5. 


—_—— 


Arthur Herbert’s crew is 2 hold- 
over at the Dupont Hotel, Wilming- 
ton, Del. 





John McGhee Orchestra, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct a theatri- 
cal business in New York. Direc- 
tors are: Morton Perlowitz, Mary 
Mirenburg, and Miriam Rosenblum, 


N. Y¥. C. Capital stock is 100 shares, 


no par value. 





| ing from San Diego. 


| Pittsburgh, Monday (3), will be suc- 


is currently working out his notice | 
with Reichman. 





Jack McLean’s band at Bill Green's | : 


Terraced Gardens, Pittsburgh, picked 
up for remainder of summer, It's | 
first eastern engagement, outfit hail- 








Baron Elliott’s band backed into 
Riviera, Pittsburgh roadhouse, for 
third engagement there, an indefi- 
nite one this time. He succeeds the | 
Earl Mellen outfit, 





| 
| 


Lee Zorn band, with June Gard- | 
ner, in Crest, Pittsburgh, for two} 
weeks with options, replacing John- | 
ny Roberts. Everett Haydn stays at 
electric organ. | 

George Hall band, which opened 
two-week stay at Kennywood Park, | 


ceeded July 17 by Dick Barrie ork, 
also for two weeks. 





| Al Kavelin’s orchestra’ signed 


MCA managerial contract by Bill 
Goodheart. 





Eddy Duchin takes in Ashville, 
|N. C., July 14, as his first engage- 
|ment after exiting the Hotel Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y. 





Jan Garber leaves the Hotel New 


| Yorker July 17 and is set for the 

| Tobacco Festival at Wilson, N. C.. 
July 20. Shep Fields replaces at 
the New Yorker and one-nights it 
in the east prior to opening July 18 
at the Hitz Hotel through MCA. 





Westchester Country Club, Rye, 
N. Y. Outfit waxes six tunes today 
(Wednesday) for NBC transcription 
Service Dept. Third time they've 
recorded for NBC in five months. 





Glen Rolfing, who formerly trum- 
peted for Red Norvo, is now wot- 
ing for Gray Gordon. 





Charlie Randel’s band opened at 
Ocean Forest Hotel, Myrtle Beach, 
S. C., July 1, for a nine week stay. 





Bert Lown, who only recently re- 


turned to batoning, booked for 
Wrightsville Beach, Wilmington, 
N. C., indef and follows with en- 


gagements at Tybee Beach, Savan- 
nah, Ga., and Boston. 





Phil Solari orch is 
Dunes Club, Narragansett, 


now at the 


R. IL. 





Frankie Juele opened July 1 at, 
Loon Lake (N. Y.) House for the 


balance of the summer. 





Sammy Kaye, current at the Essex 
House Hotel and doubling at the 
Strand theatre, N. Y., is set for an 
extensive tour following his exit 
from the hotel July 14. 


J.C. Stein Urges 
Free Concerts 


As Biz Hypo 








Jolly Coburn orchestra moved into 


| President Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J., 
for the season Friday (30) placed by 
Harry Engel of Fanchon & Marco. 





Jimmie Livingston does a two 
weeker at the Roof Garden, Arnold’s 


Kitty Kallen and Dolores O'Neill, | Park, Ia., July 19 through Aug. 1. 


Name bands at the New York 
World’s Fair, an off-and-on proposi- 
tion ever since it opened, may yet 
come to pass if J. C. Stein’s theory 
works out, with Benny Goodman’s 
engagement at the San Francisco 
Fair as a trailblazer. If the swing 
maestro ups the Frisco gate, as it’s 
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Disc Reviews 





(Only the unusual reviewed henceforth. 


Hal Kemp has revived ‘Love for 
Sale’ and ‘Paradise’ to achieve a 
peach of a waxing for Victor 26278. | 
Extraordinary orchestral treatment, | 
with The Smoothies and Nan Wynn 
doing better than casual vocalization, 
Kemp’s disk is a potential best seller. 

Larry Clinton’s swingology again 
resorts to a classic, this time the 
British Albert Ketelby’s ‘In a Persian 
Market,’ which he’s made into a 
heated foxtrot. Those who like this 
tone-poem won’t fancy Clinton’s hot 
treatment, but the jivesters will see | 
plenty of niceties in the torrid tenor | 
saxes, the percussion work and the} 
like. Noel Coward’s ‘Poor Little | 
Rich Girl’ is a lazier fox, but like- 
wise in the swing idiom. Victor 
26283. 

Bing Crosby revives ‘I Surrender 
Dear’ and ‘It Must Be True,’ two of 
the tunes which he made and which 
made him, when he was but one of | 





| 
| 


Including the unusually bad.) 





apart. Welk’s waltz-foxtrot couplet 
is ‘I Paid For the Lie’ and ‘If f 
Hadn't Met You,’ Joe Rohner and 
Tommy Allen vocalizing. Kavelin’s 
Cascading Chords sound like Him- 
ber’s Rhythmic Pyramids, or vice 
versa, and he uses ‘Nola’ and ‘Grate- 
ful,” Al Shelladay vocalizing. Tom- 
my Tucker Time reminds of the 
tic-tock rhythm bands around. ‘Well 
All Right’ and ‘Night Must Fall’ are 
his chores, Kerwin Somerville and 
Anny Arnell doing the singing. All 
of these are smooth and try for dis- 
tinction, without too much of the 
latter. 


Jean Sablon, featured in ‘Streets 
of Paris,’ the Broadway musical, is 
a past master of the disk technique 
and proves it anew on Victor 26286, 
with ‘Is It Possible?’ and ‘South 
American Way,’ aided by Leonard 
Joy’s band. He previously waxed 
‘Rendezvous Time in Paree’ and ‘We 


the Rhythm Boys (with Al Rinker| Can Live on Love’ from the same 


warblers on WCAU, Philly, quit last 
week to join Jack Teagarden’s band | 
in Chicago. 





Muriel Sherman replaces Sherry | 


Martin as vocalist with Jacques Pol- 
lac crew at Deshler Wailick hotel, 
Columbus. 





Carl Moore moves into Lake 
Breeze Pier, Buckeye Lake, O., Fri- 
day (July 7) for indefinite stay. 





Waco Ballroom, at Wawasee, In- 
diana, opened July 4 Stan Norris 
orchestra booked. 





Red Roberts’ orchestra replaced | 


Carl Lorch at the Hotel Schroeder's 
Empire Room, Milwaukee, July 4. 
Roberts is in for three weeks. 





Lang Thompson at Terrace Club, 
Virginia Beach. 





Denny Cain being booked into the 
Club Royal, McAllen, Texas, week 
of July 15. 





Phil Harris to play week beginning 
Aug. 17 at Hotel Adolphus Century 
Room, Dallas. 





Sunny Crawford’s orchestra at 
Showboat, Dallas’ newest nitery. 





Nic Harper following Paul Pen- 
darvis at Plantation, Dallas. 





Joe Sudy’s orchestra held over two 
extra weeks at Hotel Adolphus, 
Dallas. 





Art Hilton at Club Lido, Dallas. 





Gordon Ayres opened the summer | 
season at Guy’s Blue Room, on Sky- 


top road, Canadensis, Pa. 





Jay Wolfe’s band from the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania is playing at 
Club Fernwood, Bushkill, Pa. 





Bill Carlsen’s orchestra opens at 
the Lake Lawn Hotel, Delavan, Wis., 
Wednesday (5). 





Boyd Raeburn Orchestra opened 
the Markham hotel roof at Gulfport, 
Miss., for the summer, 


-_ 


Howard Dulany, singer with Bill 
Marshall's band at Willows in Pitts- 


expected, Stein intends pursuing the 
same theory in New York, on the 
premise that it will mean plenty of 
75c. admissions, even if the name 
bands gave free performances. 

During his stay east, the prez of 
Music Corp. has been surveying the 
Amusement Zone and mapped out 
for Fair officials where a huge 
space could be set up, fronting on 
the lagoon, and thus help the mid- 
way in general. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Weed-covered and unmarked grave of James A. Bland, composer of 
‘Carry Me Back to Ol’ Virginny,’ ‘O Dem Golden Slippers,’ ‘In the Evening 
by the Moonlight’ and 700 other songs, was discovered in Bala-Cynwyd, 
Philly suburb, recently, after a search of many years. 

Bland, known as the ‘Negro Stephen Foster’ and ‘mystery man of Amer- 
ican folk music,’ when he died, in 1911, left no record of his works what- 
soever, although they have sold millions of copies. He was star of Cal- 
lander’s English minstrel company and sang and acted in England for 
20 years. 





Emery Deutsch pacted by Leonard 
Joy to wax for Bluebird records. 





Jack Flynn, Russ Morgan’s former 
| manager and at one time with NBC, 
now with William Morris Agency’s 
band dept. 








| Gray Gordon’s orchestra opened 
for the season Saturday (1) at the 

















What constitutes a request for copyright renewals for as many as 20-25 
years ahead of time is the circular letter by T. B. Harms Co. (Max Drey- 
fus) mailed to all writers. An enclosed form of assignment names Samuel 
O. Tarrant, Florence Brooks, Irene Gallagher and/or Sidney William Wat- 
tenberg as assignee. The letter mentions that since Warner Bros. no 
longer controls T. B. Harms, which is now back as a Dreyfus property, 
the management wants its records more complete. 





Santly-Joy-Select, Inc., got first pickings of the ‘Star Maker’ score 
(Paramount) through the tossing of a coin with Famous Music Corp. The 
four numbers in the filmusical, which stars Bing Crosby, were previously 
coupled. Santly preferred ‘A Man and His Dreams,’ which was linked to 
‘An Apple for the Teacher.’ The tunes that became Famous’ were ‘Go Fly 
a Kite’ and ‘Still the Blue Bird Sings.’ Both firms cut loose on the score 
at the end of next week. 





Vincent Lopez’s latest byplay on the swing fad is the adaptation of 
Alaskan Indian rhythms to this dance idiom. He’s introducing the first 
two of these numbers, ‘Ice Worm Wiggle,’ when he opens at the Claridge 
hotel, Memphis, late this month. Mrs. Carol Beery Davis, of Juneau, 
Alaska, wrote the original version and had it published in her home terri- 
tory. 





Story in the June 21 issue telling of Max Dreyfus’ suit against the 
American Record Co. referred to ‘the late Jerome Kern.’ Line involved 
should have read, ‘also some of the works of Jerome Kern, Richard 
Rodgers and the late George Gershwin were treated in the same way.’ 
Kern is very much alive on the Coast. 











| two ‘Streets of Paris’ excerpts, he 





When Allie Brackman leaves Exclusive Music (Mills) to shift over to | 
Robbins in a publicity-exploitation spot, he will not supplant but rather | 
will work with George D. Lottman. Brackman will work from New York | 
and Lottman from Florida. Mickey Goldsen has been elevated to Brack- 
| man’s position at Exclusive. Latter will take a three-week vacation before 
| joining Robbins. 





| 


| 








| Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. believes that the $7,500 it got from Paramount. 
| for the uses of ‘On Brave Old Army Team’ in the film ‘Touchdown,’ con-'| 
stitutes the highest figure paid for the synchronization rights to a popular | 
tune. The record had been credit to ‘Mammy’ ($5,000), whose copyright’ 
is owned by Irving Berlin, Inc, 





and Harry Barris), featured with 
Gus ‘Arnheim’s band at the Cocoa- 
nut Grove, Los Angeles, 10 years ago. 
In 1939 manner and dressing, backed 
by John Scott Trotter’s orchestra, 
and supported in the latter by the 
Music Maids for choral assist, Crosby 
has turned out an ultra waxing of 
the two ballads on Decca 2535. 

Jack Kapp, Decca’s prez and | 
showman of the waxes, gives any-| 
thing the gun in multiple manner if 
he thinks it has potentialities. The 
new Irving Berlin score, ‘Second 
Fiddle,’ is an example. He had the 
Lombardos do ‘Poured My Heart 
Into a Song’ and ‘Sorry for Myself’ 
(No. 2550), in their salon manner. 
Jimmy Dorsey takes ‘Poured,’ ‘Old 
Fashioned Tune,’ ‘Back to Back’ and 
‘Especially for You’ (a pop) and does 
it in his heated sax style, Nos. 2553-4, 
with Bob Eberly, Don Matteson and 
Helen O'Connell vocalizing. Then 
Rudy Vallee’ reprises ‘Poured,’ 
‘Sorry,’ ‘Old Fashioned’ and ‘When 
Winter Comes,’ also from the filmu- 
sical, in his standard vocal solo man- 
ord — orchestral accomp, on No. 


Raymond Scott Quintet is back on 
Brunswick 8404 with ‘In an 18th 
Century Drawing Room’ and ‘Boy 
Scout in Switzerland,’ two of the 
composer-conductor’s impressionistic 
foxtrots which have been introduced 
by him on the Lucky Strike pro- 
gram. Per_usual his Quintet of six 
comprises Dave Harris, tenor sax; 
Pete Pumiglio, clarinet; Russ Cass, 
trumpet; Lou Shoobe, string bass: 
Johnny Williams, drums; with Scott 
at the ivories. ‘Drawing Room’ is 
the more colorful although ‘Boy 
Scout’ captures lots of atmosphere 
such as the yodeling scouts, Alpine 
echoes, etc. 


Jerry Kruger, a 52d street swing- 
swinger, now at the N.Y. Fair, has 
been endowed with a dance combo 
on Vocalion 4927, and gives out with 
‘Summertime’ and ‘Rain, Rain Go 
Away,’ which are featured chiefly by 
her pleasant vocal treatment. 

Among up 'n’ coming dance com- 
bos, Jack Marshard from Boston, but 
heard for quite a spell at the Hotel 
Plaza’s Persian Room, N.Y., is noted 
for his smooth dansapation. of the 
so-called ‘society’ style. Utilizing 








does well by ‘We Can Live on Love’ | 
and ‘Reading Writing and Rhythm.’ | 
Gil Phelan vocalizes. Brunswick | 
8408. ; 

The Quintones, from radio, are in 
the idiom of the Merry Macs with 
their scat vocalizing. Assisted by 
Barney Bigard’s swingologists, they | 
do ‘Chew Chew’ and ‘Utt-Da-Zay’ | 
(‘The Tailor Song’), latter another in 
the ‘Bei Mir’ and ‘Angels Sing’, 
school of rhythmized Jewish melo- 
dies. Vocalion 4928. 

Vocalion 2929-30-31 parades The 
Champagne Music of Lawrence 
Welk. Al Kavelin and his Cascading | 
Chords and Tommy Tucl.:r Time, re- | 
spectively. They're noteworthy as 


show, also. aided by Joy. The 
French Bing Crosby does handily by 
his Dubin-McHugh song excerpts. 








; +Foo+ 
¢ Band Bookings 
+4444 
Phil Napoleon, Hershey Park, 


Hershey, Pa., July 12. 
Fats Waller, State theatre, N. Y., 
week Aug. 3, via Rockwell. 
Woody Herman, Eastwood Gardens, 
Detroit, week July 7. 


Claude Hopkins, Greystone Ball- 
room, Detroit, July 26-30. 


Artie Shaw, Sweet’s Ballroom, 
Oakland, Calif., July 10. 


Bill Bardo stays until July 26 at 
Hotel Roosevelt, New Orleans. 

Mal Hallett, Beach Point Club, 
Mamaroneck, N. Y., July 15. 


Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City, 
N. J., has Frankie Trumbauer, July 
5-10; Red Nichols, July 11-15; 
Ramona, July 16-22, all placed by 
Rockwell. 


Riverview Ballroom, Boston, set 
with Wally Stoefler, July 8-15; 
Johnny Hill, July 15-22: Jack Craw 
ford, July 22-29; Larry Funk, July 
29-Aug. 6, booked by Frederick Bros, 


_ Carl Lorch, Glen Echo Park, Wash- 
ington, D. C., two weeks starting 
July 17. 

Herbie Holmes, Mansion, Youngs- 
town, O., two weeks July 15, set by 
Frederick Bros. 

Harry James, Hipp, 
week July 30. 

Andy Kirk, Greystone Ballroom, 
Detroit, July 20; Greystone, Cincin- 
pati, July 24; Beaver Falls, Pa., July 


Baltimore, 


Blue Barron, Cathedral theatre, 
New Castle, Pa., July 5; McNabb’s 
Dance Palace, Carroll, Ia. Aug. 4 
Summit Beach Park, Akron, O., Aug 
17, booked by CRA. 

Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore, Paramount, 
Anderson, Ind., July 28. 


Music Notes 








Noble Sissle and Jean Herbert 
have turned out a new pop number, 
‘Wear a Bouquet of Smiles.’ Mills 
Music is publishing, 





Al Newman handling music 02 
‘The Real Glory’ for Samuel Gold- 
wyn, 





Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 
cleffed ‘I Spell Love With a Capital 
U’ for Paramount's ‘$1,000 a Toucn- 
down.’ 





Werner Janssen conducting 4% 





burgh, will join Joe Reichman at) 
Palmer House in Chicago on July) 
13. He succeeds Paul Moore, who /| from 10 to 15 points. 


Larry Spier, Inc., has received a boost in its availability rating with the 
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers. 


The firm went 


typifying the trend for dance styliza- 
tion, each featuring some sort of 
billing that’s intended to set them 


piece symphony orchestra for musi- 
cal score in Walter Wanger’s ‘Wintec: 
, Carnival.’ 
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MANY NEW BANDS FORMING 








~ Exact Wording of Music Rights 





Transcription licenses issued by the mechanical rights bureau of the 
Music Publishers’ Protective Association have been revised in wording 
so as to limit their use to space radio. Special licenses will hereafter 
be required for transcriptions to be sent over wired radio setups, 
making the first time that copyright owners have asked for a fee from 


such users. 


The wired radio right was previously included in the 


regular license on the ground that wired radio is still in its experi- 


mental stage. 


The MPPA’s bureau will not issue licenses for television uses so as 
to avoid any conflicts of contractual jurisdiction with the American 


Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers. 


Latter is currently 


negotiating an agreement covering television with NBC. 











internat News (Distribs) Will Explain 
To Publishers Idea on New Outlets s:i:<:""<7s8o"ce"s 


— + 


Representative publishers’ will 
learn at a meeting which has been 


called by the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association for this afternoon 
(Wednesday) how the International 
News Co., a Hearst subsid, proposes 
to engage in the distribution of sheet 
music among stationery shops, drug- 
stores and other like outlets. The 
INC estimates that it will be able to 
furnish the publishing industry with 
500 new retail sources. 

It is International’s proposal that 
Music Dealers Service function as 
the central shipping billing point for 
its sheet music sideline. An Inter- 


‘national News Co. rep will be on 


hand at the meeting to explain how 
this distributor intends to develop 
the sheet music market and also how 
it will finance the placement of mu- 
sic racks in these new outlets. 


ASCAP AWARDS TITLE 
TO GEORGE HOFFMAN 


George Hoffman, who was pro- 
moted from office manager to acting 
comptroller after John G. Paine had 
become general manager of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, got the newly 
ereated title of comptroller at a 
meeting of the ASCAP board last 
Thursday. 

Hoffman holds an accountancy de- 
gree. 











Will Grosz, From Vienna, 
Team With Sam Coslow 


Will Grosz, ex-Viennese composer, 
is headquartering in New York and 
has formed a songwriting collabora- 
tion with Sam Coslow. Latter, long 
on the Paramount studio payroll, has 
come east, like many another Holly- 
wood songsmith, to write pops, dur- 
ing the Coast filmusical lull. 

Grosz, as Hugh Williams, long col- 
labed with Jimmy Kennedy for 
Peter Maurice of London, but that 
Partnership has split, the Viennese 
deciding to take up U. S. residence. 


~ Frank Harding, 75, Ill 


Frank Harding, 75, who started in 
the publishing business on the Bow- 
ery in 1879, is recovering at the 

oad Street hospital, N. Y.. from a 
Sévere heart attack. He will be 
transferred next week to another in- 
stitution for convalescence and rest. 

& was found by friends seven 
Ne re ago helpless from the attack 
n his shop on East 22nd street, sur- 
rounded by his seven eats, with 
whom he lived and worked alone. 

Harding’s published hits included 
a and I and the Baby’, ‘Say Au 
ten But Not Goodbye’, and ‘My 

Weetheart’s the Man in the Moon’. 














Sam Myren in New York 
a Myron, Coast manager for 
S Music., came to New York last 
Week for his annual homeoffice visit. 

He’s staying a couple weeks. 





Murray Baker, formerly New York 
manager for Robbins 


has 
Professional rooney to general 





Fred Fisher’s Operation | 


Fred Fisher, writer-publisher, was 
operated on for ulcers of the si »mach 
at Mt. Sinai hospital, New York, 
Thursday (29). 

He had spent the previous week 
under observation by Mt. Sinai spe- 
cialists. 





Kyser Into Expo 


On Strength Of 
Theatre Mop-Up 


San Francisco, July 4. 

Kay Kyser will collect $12,500 for 
30 performances at the Golden Gate 
International Exposition where he 
will open a week’s engagement 
starting Friday (14). Figure is re- 
vealed by Dr. C. H. Strub, managing 
director of the Fair. He follows 
Benny Goodman, who got $10,000 for 
the week of July 2. 

Kyser was signed by the Expo- 
sition Company following his record- 
breaking run at the Golden Gate 
theatre here last week where he 
broke all existing house records, 
piling up a gross of $36,000. Kyser’s 
cut on the take for the week at the 
Gate came to $17,500. 

Following his stint on Treasure 
Island, where he will perform in 
Building G, Kyser will keep his 
word to play at the Bal Tabarin here 





for old friends Tom Gerun and. 


Frank Martinelli. He will get $2,000 
for the week. 





+ 
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AMBITION BITES 
TOP SOLO TOOTERS 


ing, Rehearsing or Casting 
—Some Call It ‘Ridiculous’ 
But Strong Confident Note 
Is Reflected 








THE LIST 


sealediat 


The music business is currently 


| chestras. During the past several 
| months there have been about 25-30 
|embryo outfits announced, some of 
| which have been launched, oihers 
|are in rehearsal and still more on 
| which no work has yet b2en done. 
Some of those announce are to be 
led by known maestros who are sim- 
ply changing style or enlarging; oth- 
ers are by passe batoneers who are 
coming back to cash in on the cur- 
rent band craze; but more are due 
to be led by standout instrumental- 
ists exiting from other bands. 

Many of the booking execs term 
the frantic founding of new aggrega- 
tions as ‘ridiculous,’ yct those who 
have been heard expressing them- 
selves in that way are contributing 
to the list. It’s admitted, however, 
that there is room for more top- 
flight bands of the sweet-swing cate- 
gory, and out of the wealth ‘of new 
material may emerge several new 
important names. 

But for those who fail entirely, or 
fall into the average class, there will 
come a rude awakening to them- 








+ 
| 


Some 25-30 Ensembles Start- | 


Publishers Got Six $5 Tickets In 
Mail for Dorsey Spot; MPPA Is 
Quick to Warn Members of Code 








Indianapolis Hoof Boat Music Publishers Protective As- 
Indianapolis, July 4. | S0ciation last week stepped in with 
Town is to have its first dance|a nay, nay warning to its member- 


boat in 20 years, with Broad Ripple} ship when it heard that the op- 
Park launching a ‘Moon River Dance 
Boat’ Monday (3). Boat has a deck erators of the Meadowbrook Coun- 


| space of 5,640 square feet, and will|try Club, Cedar Grove, N. J., had 








Jones, singer, will play. (Thursday). In a round of phone 
calls to publishers Friday (30) the 
Krupa to Jive It 

The tickets, priced at $5 each, 
were mailed out in batches of six. 
aa " Cnn P The message from the MPPA 

ve “upa’s rill com- : 
RP ger oat ante ak tee Phila- | Stated that it would be best for the 
; ; : Dorsey, the MPPA reminded the 
numbers. Jane Pickens, who was In-| pubs, had his opening at the Mea- 
| cluded in the original booking, will 


MPPA reminded the recipients that 
With Philly Symph 
The event to which the publishers 
delphia symphony in a joint concert publishers to return the tickets in- 
. ; dowbr : - 
| be unavailable owing to a summer whrook May 37 


by accepting and paying for these 
were asked to give multiple at- 
| In Al Fresco Date | tendance has to do with the opening 
at Robin Hood Dell, Philly, July 21.| ‘@ct. The cited provision in the in- 
stock commitment in Milford, Conn. 


tickets they would be violating the 
of the spot’s summer garden. Jimmy 
Johnny Green, pop band leader and dustry code has to do with the taboo 
Setup will be the sole deviation of 
the season from the Dell’s class pol- AP 
icy. Won’t be entirely in nature of 





selves and their backers. It costs 





ural amphitheatre to overflowing. 
po ipcengy h nagedio ig p wi to However, it remains to be seen how 
| Se5 OB OU as se a dina i. | this booking will go over with the 
bre ger apna ve -_ € cal-| Dell’s carriage and art trade, inas- 


‘ : h i , { |'much as Whiteman has a more or 
Where this cas Pond ae “men | less symphonic background while the 
nobody Sones to wea ti ™ gum-devouring Krupa has been en- 
offices, by American Federation o i tirely identified with jive and jitter- 
Musicians edict, are not supposed to bugs 
finance new bands, and leaders of | Dell ae , 
Pig association approached White- 
nthe tg a outfits, —_ = | man this season in regard to a repeat 
standout men have sprung to form | hut the deal fell through because he 
their own crews, deny advancing | 


ele hase | was offered insufficient guarantee. 
support or retaining a ‘piece’ of the Benny Goodman also was unavail- 
new-born. But it’s fairly wel known | 2hie because of a four-week engage- 


that some of the current biggies have | d 0 
a finger in the new outfit pie, de- | ment at the Golden Gate expo. 


Ne Name Musickers at Heim | RECEIVERSHIP DENIED 
vit today as it was years age hats FOR VINCENT LOPEZ CO. 


Building a band around an excep- 
due to the band public being much 
more familiar with the ace musicians | 


via feature billing. When it’s an- | 
| nounced that a Harry James, Gene 








Supreme Court Justice Ernest | 
Hammer in N. Y., Monday (3) denied | 





| ply White River. ; | mailed packets of tickets for an 
Chuck Smith orch, with Doris) eyent at the spot tomorrow night 
code of ethics which the industry is 
currently in process of adopting. 
Dorsey has the band assignment at 
Meadowbrook for the summer. 
; . on wholesale attendance at other 
composer, will direct the combo and . : : 
‘plans to do one or two of his own than opening and closing nights. 
/an experiment, for Paul Whiteman 
|last year jammed the 6,000-seat nat- HEARS OF N B 
A. 





Board of directors of the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers discussed the ques- 
tion of a new radio contract at 
length during its monthly meeting 
last Thursday (29). John G. Paine 
reported the talks that he has been 
having with spokesmen for the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
and the board quizzed him on 
thoughts and ideas that he had, but 
took no action. 

_ Also aired at this meeting was the 
significance to ASCAP of the pro- 
posed new copyright law which Dr. 
James T. Shotwell has submitted to 





Changed Detreit Dates 
Detroit, July 4. 
Benny Goodman, skedded into 
Eastwoc * Gardens here July 7 and 


Krupa, Jackson Teagarden or a Bob 
Zurke is to have his own band, fans 
await its debut. More often such 


| bands click because of its leader 
Westwood Gardens July 14, has been ‘being already known. At the same 


cancelled and Glen Gray’s Casa ,. . p 

Loma orchestra comes into Eastwood pre di he Bn seg bg oodlage 
July 14 and Westwood July 21. ' the above mentioned crews, much 
sonar Shaw's band, also booked into | {ime money, ete., went into their 
both outdoor dance spots, won't formation. 
come into town until late in season, | 
if at all, due to his engagement at 
Metro for Fred Astaire-Eleanor 
Powell flicker. 


instrumentalists from other bands to 
lead their own setups is based on 
the success of Benny Goodman, 
| Artie Shaw, Tommy Dorsey, Glenn 





Harry James, Jackson Teagarden. 


ROLLIN! TRIO TRIPLES 


Newark Dept. Stere, N. ¥. Hotel and 
New New 52d St. Spot 





| batoned by such musicians are Bob 
| Zurke, pianist from Bob Crosby; Ray 
McKinley, drummer from Jimmy 
Dorsey; Bobby Byrne, trombonist 
Adrian Rollini trio currently are | trom Jimmy Dorsey; Jack Jenny, 
doubling between the Piccadilly | trombonist; Joe Marsala, clarinet 
hotel, N. Y. and Bamberger’s dept. ee to — _" Bud 
, _| Freeman, sax; Jo agee, former 
= y aang my ge —<—— ot | trumpeter with Richard Himber, and 
tomorrow (Thursday) along with others. 
Bobby Hackett’s orchestra, Meade 
Lux Lewis, Albert Ammons 








ing on the Coast, and who used to 

bo, which includes Frank, with the Dorsey Bros. band; 
Victor, guitar, Harry Clark, bass, as| Frankie Carle (enlarging to full 
well as maestro Rollini on the vibra- | size). Johnnie Morris gave up his 
phone, plays at Bamberger’s from 12 new baad idea to go wit) Buddy 
to 2:30 p.m., jumps to the Piccadilly | Rogers, another new band. Rogers 
for 2 6-8:30 p.m. sesh and winds up| recently gave up a sweet crew to 
the evening at the Troe from 10 to form a new one under managership | 
1 am. j (Continued on page 40) 


‘boogie-woogie trio.’ 








Miller, Woody Herman, Gene Krupa, | 


Some of the new bands set to be. 


_the payment of excessive salaries to 
Most of the activity in taking star | 


be band’s singer but this is her first 
| job at maestroing in public. She has 
Other outfits set to be built are her own suiueling yd on the 
and | under Lennie Hayton, former leader; |disks, although actually it’s Hall's 
Pete Johnson, the latter the original | Bob White; Jack Stacey, now form- | band. 


Agnes Russell, minority stockholder 
in Vincent Lopez Enterprises, Inc., a 
receiver for the company. The judge 
declared that ‘the issues presented 
cannot be determined on the conflict- 
ing affidavits.’ 

Miss Russell, who owns 33% in the 
company, claims waste and mis- 
manageme.t on the part of Lopez, 


employees and use of corporate 


money for himself. Besides a re- 
ceiver she is asking an accounting. 


DOLLY DAWN LEADS BAND 


She Fills In As George Hall Has 
Sudden Opera’ n 











Pittsburgh, July 4. 

Stricken ill in Cleveland last week 
and rushed to New York for an 
emergency operation, George Hall 
sent his band to Pittsburgh yester- 
day (3) for a fortnight’s engage- 
ment at Kennywood Park with 
Dolly Dawn on the baton. Gal is 


Latter also heads his own 
waxing outfit. 

For a time booking was up in the 
air but Kennywood management 
agreed to let crew fill date at last 
minute rather than bring in substi- 
tute outfit. It’s expected that Hall 
will be sufficiently recovered to join 


the U. S. Senate. No official action 
was suggested or passed. 

Even though the bylaws allows 
for a two-months’ adjournment the 
| board will try to hold a meeting on 
| the last Thursday of July, if a 
|quorum can be gathered. Idea is 
| to avoid too much of an accumula. 
tion of official business during the 
summer months. 


ASCAP’S OWN OFFICE 
SET FOR ROCHESTER 


Licensees of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 











now being serviced through one of 
ASCAP’s own offices, located in 
Rochester. Under the previous setup 
the district was administered by a 
lawyer, Earl Freshman, with offices 
in Syracuse. Makes the eighth dis- 
trict that ASCAP has brought under 
homeoffice administration during the 
past year. 

Richard Powers is temporarily in 
charge of the Rochester office. It 
likely will be taken over by Law- 
rence Schlumms, who has worked 
with Powers in the field. Indications 
are that Powers’ next post will be 
that of supervisor of all the district 
offices. 








his band at Kennywood before en- 


gagement ends on July 15. 


Andrea Setare writing music2! 
score for ‘The Cat and the Canary’ 
at Paramount. 
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VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, July 5, 1939 











BANDS and ORCHESTRAS 


[ 


Jay, Vallie, Wirth’s Futuristic B., Mil- 


| Waukee. 





Week of 


Permanent address of bands and orchestras is published without 


out charge. While every effort is 


department, cooperation in notifying errors will reduce mistakes to a 


minimum. 


Key to abbreviations: B—ballroom, C—cafe, CC—country club, H—- 
Hotel, N—Night Club, R—restaurant, T—Theatre. 
CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists, 


Booking Agencies: 
Ave., N.Y.C.; FB, 


Frederick Bros., 
Musie Corp. of America, 745 Fifth Ave., N.¥.C.; Rockwell Amus., 1270 
Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; William Morris Agcy., 


July 7 


made to insure accuracy in this 





1250 Sixth 


1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y¥.C.; MCA, 


1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C, 














ometomemaeerrerneenmsnera t enimnaniais te tatiniae teense: 








A 
Alexander, Van, Roseland B., NYC 
Almerico, Tony, Chez Paree, N., New | 
Orleans 
Ambassadors, Royale, Congress H., Chi. 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18 N., NYC, 
Armstrong, Louis, c/o Joe Glaser, 270 | 
@th Ave.. NY¢ 
Ash, Paul. Roxy T. NYC, 
B 
Baker, Bob, c/o Wm. Morris 
Barnet, Charley, Playland, Rye, N. Y. 
Barnett, Jimmy, c/o FB, 
Bardo, Bill, Roosevelt H., New Orleans. 
Barron, Blue, CRA, NYC, 
Basie Count, Sherman H., Chi. 
Baum, Charles, St. Regia H., NYC. 
Becker, Bubbles, c/o CRA, 
Berrigan, Bunny, Westwood Gardens, Det. 
3ernie, Ben, Astor, H., NYC 
Bestor, Don, c/o Wm ‘Morris 
Bianco, Pedro. Embassy C., Philadelphia. 
Blever, Archie, Earl Carroll’s R., H' wood. 
Bolognini, Ennio, L’Aiglon R., Chi, 
Brandt, Eddy, Stevens H., Chi, 
Breese, Lou, c/o CRA. 
Bragale, Vincent, c/o MCA. 
Brigode, Ace, Chippewa Lake Park, O. 
Brown, Les, c/o CRA, 
Bruce, Roger. Joyland Casino, Lexington, 
.£ 
Rundy, Rudy, New Colonial, H., Lake 
Manitou, Rochester, Ind 
Burton, Paul, Bill Green's Casino, Pitts. 
Cc 
Calloway, Cab, Cotton Club, NYC. 
Candulla, Harry, Mt. Hotel, Chattanooga. 
Carter, Benny, Savoy B., NYC. 
Cherniavsky, Josef, WLW, Cincinnati. 
Chicco, Louis, Versailles C., H'wood., 
Chiesta, Don, Ivanhoe Gardens, N, Chi. 
Clinton, Larry, Park Central H., NYC. 
Coleman, Emil, Trocadero C., H' wood. 


Cook, Ted, White City B., Chi. 

Costello, Charles, Commodore Club, Det, 
Courtney, Del, Bear Mountain, N., N. Y. 
Crosby, Bob, Eastwood Gardens “# Det, 
Cummins, Bernie, Modernistic B.. Mil- 
waukee. 

Cutler, Ben, Nicollet H., Mpls. 


D 


Dailey, Frank, Rockwell G. A., N. Y. 
Davis, Eddie, Larue R.. NYC. 
D’Andrea, Joseph, Pepper Pot N., NYC. 
Davis, Johnny, MCA, N. C. 

Day, Bobby, Show Bar, Forest Hills, L. I. 
De Lange, Eddie, Wm, Morris, N. Y. 
Dea La Rosa, Cscar, c/o Wm. Morris. 

De Vera Orc., Morocco, N., N. Y. 

Dell, Eddy, & Imogene, Trout House, 
Casino, Hague, N. Y. 

Denny, Jack, c/o Wm. Morris, 

— Lee, Tantilla Gardens, Richmond, 


Becter, Phil, Palmer H., Chi. 

Dorsey, Jimmy, Meadowbrook Club, Cedar 
Grove, N.J. 

Dorsey, Tommy, Penn. Roof, N., N. Y. 

Duchin, Eddy, Waldorf-Astoria H., N.Y. 





E 


Ellington, Duke, Wm 
Ellis, Joe. Queen Mary R., 
Ellis, Sewar, Van Cleve H., 
Ennis, Skinnay, c/o MCA, 
Calis. 


Ernie, 


Morris, N.Y. 
NYC 
Dayton, O 
Beverly Hills 
El Morocco, NYC. 


F 
Tic Top Tap N., 


Val, 


Feldstein, Joey, Mil- 


waukee. 


Felton, Happy, Biltmore H., NYC. 


Fiorito, Ted, Ben Marden's Riviera, Ft. 
Lee, N. J 

Frasetto, Joe, Jack Lynch's Walton Roof, 
Philadelphia. 

Fidler, Lou, Colony Club, Chil. 

Fields, Irving, Lake Tarlton C.C., Pike, 
N 

Fields, Shep, c/o MCA, N, Y. C. 

Fisher, Buddy, LaSalle H., Chi 

Fisher, Freddie, Rockwell G.A., N.Y, 

Fomeen, Basil, St. Moritz H., N.Y. 

Foster. Chuck, Topsy’s N., Southgate, 
Calif 

Frederics, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, Elm- 
hurst, N.Y 

Fulton, Jack, c/o 

G 
Gendron, Henri, Johnson's Bon Air, N., 


i. 

Gillette, Jack, c/o CRA. 

Golden, Neil, Stuyvesant H., Buffalo. 
Golly, Cecil, c/o FB. 

Goodman, Benny, c/o MCA. 

Gordon, Gray, Westchester, CC, N. Y. 
Grant, Bob, c/o Wm, Morris. 

Gray Glen, Palmer House H., Chi. 
Grenet, Eliseo, El Chico, NYC. 
Gumin, Joe, Chateau Club, Milwaukee. 


H 
Hall, Geo., MCA, N. Y. 
Hamilton, Bob, Majestic B., Long Beach, 


Calif. 
Hamilton, George, Del-Shore CC., Chi, 


Hannan, Bob, Stevens H., Chi. 

Haring. Bob, c/o R-O'’K. 

Harkness, Dale, Henry, H., Pitts., Pa. 
Harris, Phil, Wilshire Bowl, Los Angeies. 
Henry. Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A. 

Herman, Woody, Trianon B.. Chicago. 


Herth, Milt, La Salle H. Chi. 

Hill, Teddy, Savoy B.. W orld’s Fair NYC. 
Hilt, Tiny, Melody Mill B., Chi. 

Himber, Richard, Paradise R., NYC, 
Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace, Chi. 

Hite, Les, Omar’s Dome C., L. 
Hoagland, Everett, Adolphus H., Dailas. 
Hoffman, Earl, Medinah Club, N.. Chi, 
Hohengarten, Carl, CBS, Chi. 


Holst, Ernie, Belmont-Plaza H., NYC, 
Hunt, Brad, Ruggles Beach, O. 
J 
awe Howard, Wm. Morris Agency 


James, Harry, Paramount T. 





James, Sonny, Reade’s, N., Kiker’ Park, 
N. J. 


Jones, Isham, Villa Venice C., Chi, 


-> 


K 
ame, Paul, used Park Bie “ Wash., 


Kaye, Sammy, Essex House, N. Y., N. 
Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC. 

Kent, Peter, Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Kerr, Jimmy, Jerry's Mandalay N.. Hol- 


ly wood. 


King, Henry, Fairmount H., San Fran- 


cisco, 


King, Lola, President, H., 
King, Ted +y 
King’s Jesters, CRA, N. Y. 
Kinney. Ray, Lexington 8B. NYC. 
Kogen, Harry, NBC, Chi. 

Krupa, Gene. c/o MCA. 

Kvale, Al, State-Lake T., Chi. 
Kyser, Kay, Catalina Island, Calif. 


L 

Lawson, Doc, c/o Rockwell Amus., 
Lang. 8i4. Hi-Hat Club, Chicago 
Le Baron, Eddie, Rainbow Room N., 
Levant, Phil, Bismark H., Chi. 
Light, Enoch. Taft H., NYC 
Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., NYC 
Lopez, Vincent, Claridge H., Memphis. 
Loveland, Archie. Olympic H., Seattle, 


Atlantic City. 
Southern Tavern, Cleve, 


N.Y. 
NYC. 


} Wash 


| 


port, 





Holmes, Herbie, Schroeder H., Milwaukee, 


Jahns. Al, Providence-Biltmore B.. Prev. 
NY 





= 
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THE NEW 


IRVING 


From the 20th Century Fox Film “SECOND FIDDLE” 


SCORE BY 


BERLIN — 





I'M SORRY 





FOR MYSELF 














1 POURED MY HEART INTO A SONG 














WHEN WINTER COMES 














AN OLD FASHIONED TUNE ALWAYS IS NEW 














BACK TO BACK 





























THE SONG OF THE METRONOME 












IRVING BERLIN, Inc 


JOE SANTLY, Prof. Mgr. 








799 Seventh Ave. 
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Lowe, Louie, West Lake Terrace, — 
Lucas, Clyde, Cocoanut Grove, L 


Luncefor rd, Jimmy, Harold F Ry 19 


E. 49th St., NY( 


MCA, N. Y. 
M 


c/o Meas, Hollywood. 
Colony Club, Chicage. 


Lyman, Abe.. 


Malneck, Matty, 
Manzanares, Jose, 


Marsala, Joe, Chas. Shribman, 1270 6th 
Ave., N. Y 

Marshall, Bill, Lawsonia Lodge, Green- 
| bay, Wis. 

Marshard, Jack, H. Plaza, NYC. 

Martin, Freddie, Bon Air C., Chi. 

Martin, Lou, Leon & Eddie's N.. NYC. 


Mayehoff, Eddie, Governor Clinton H.. 


NYC. 


Meyers, Gus, Longshore Beach, CC, West- 
Conn, 
McCreery, H., 


Ambassador H., Chi. 


P 
Panchito. Versailles R., NYC, 


Pancho, La Conga C., NYC 

Parks, Bobby, c/o Roc kwell Amus, 

Paul, Eddie, ‘Aragon B., Cleve. 

Paul, Toast'y Gr: ahmere H., Chi. 

Pedro, Don, Bismark, H., Chi. 

Pendarvis, Paul, Muehlebach H., =. G.. 
Mo. 

Playboys, Town House H., L. A. 

Pliner & Earl, Blackstone H., Chi, 


R 
Ramona, Rockwell G.A., N.Y. 


Ramos, Ramon, H. Ambassador, NYC. 
Ravazza, Carl, Rio del Mar, Aptos, Calif. 
Ravel, Don, Greenwich Village Casino, 
NYC 

Reichman, Joe, Palmer House H., Chi. 
Renard, Jacques, Cocoanut Grove N., 
Boston. 

Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 57th St., NYC, 
Riley, Mike, c/o CRA. 

Roberts, Bill, Sir Francis Drake H., 
San F. 

Rodrigo, Nano. Havana- =~ N., NYC. 
Rogers, Buddy, MCA, N. 

Roland, Don, Catalina ‘sland, Calif, 
Rollini, Adrian, Piccadilly H., NYC, 


Rotgers, Ralph, Astor H., NYC. 
Russell, Jack, Pershing B., Chi, 
Ss 


Sanabria, Juanito, sapeneSepeeta, NYC. 
Savitt, Jan, Lincoln H., NY 
Schutt, Arthur, 0’ Learv’s ol NYC, 
Shana. Terry, Bossert H., Bklyn. 

Shanks, Charles, c/o CRA 

Shaw, Artie, Palomar B., L. A. 

Shelley, Lee, Pines, Pitts. 

Sherwood, Bobby, Lamaze C., L. A. 
Shields, Roy, NBC, Chi. 

Siasie, Noble, Paramount H., NYC. 
Smith, Stuff, Edison H. N, Y. 

Sousa, John Philip, III, Wm. Morris, N.Y. 
South, Eddie, Trocadero H,, H’ wood, 
Spanier, Muggsy. Sherman H., Chi. 
Spitalny, Phil, Drake H., Chi. 

Squires, Four. Town House, H'wood. 
—" Arthur, Mounds Club, Willoubh- 


"barr, Freddy. Park rane H.. NYG. 
Stabile, Dick, MCA, N. 
Stoeffler, Wally c/o FB. 
Straeter, Ted, Monte Carlo, NYC. 
Stuart, Roy, Park Casino, N., Chi, 
Swanson, Billy, c/o CRA. 

T 


Teagarden, Jack, Blackhawk C., Chi. 
Theis, Henry, c/o R-O'K, N.Y. 

Tito’s Swingtette, Trocadero C., H’wood. 
Tolbert, Skeets, c/o RGA, N.Y 

Tomlin, Pinky, Biltmore Bowl, L. A. 
Top Hatters, Marcus Daly R., Beverly 
Hills, Calif. 

Trace, Al, Sherman H., Chi. 

Tucker, Warren, Mark Hopkins H., San F. 
Turk, Al, Royale Frolics N., Chi. 

Vv 


Vagabond, Chas., Ammoare tes, H., Chi. 
Vallee, Rudy, Astor H., 
Venuti, Joe, Rockwell G. —. N. ¥. 
— Don, Chanticleer, N., Madison, 
s. 
Weber, Henry, WGN, Chi. 
Weber, Marek, NBC, Chi. 
Weeks, Anson, c/o MCA, Hollywood, 
Weeks, Ranny. Wm. Morris. N.Y. 
Weems, Ted, Catalina Island. 
Welk, Lawrence, 
Chi. 
Whiteman, Paul, 17 E. 45th St., NYC. 
Wilde, Ranny,’ Int’l Casino, N. i 
Williams, Griff, Aragon, B., Ch 
Winton, Barry, Rainbow Grill, Nre, 
Wittich, Doriss, Yar R., i. 
Woods, Howard, Village Barn, NYC. 
Zz 


Zurke. Bob, c/o Wm. Morrts. 
Wworllng. Ruby. State T.. NYC 








Zito, Horacio, St. Moritz H., NYC. 





——— .-——- 





McCoy, Clyde, c-o Gus Edwards, Firat | 
Nat'l Bank Bldg., Chi. 

McCune, Will, MCA, N.Y. 

MePartlind, Jack, 8 Deuces C., Chi. 
Mellen, Bar!, Riviera, N., Pitts., Pa. 
Miller, Glenn, Glen Island Casino, N.Y. 
Mintz, Herbie, Oriental Gardens B., Chi 
Molinas, Carlos, Villa Moderne C, Chi. 
Morgan, Russ c/o CRA, N.Y. 

Murray, Charles, Mon Paris N., NYC. 

N 

Nagel, Harold, Pierre H., NYC. 

Newman, Ruby, Rainbow Room, NYC. 

Nohle, Leighton, Rice H., Houston, Tex. 

Noble, Ray, c/o Wm, Morris, H' wood. 

oO 

Ohman, Phil, Victor Hugo R., Beverly 
Hills, Calif. 

Olman, Val, Wm. Morris, N.Y. 

Olsen, Geo., MCA, N.Y. 

Osborne, Will, Rockwell G.A., N.Y, 

Owens, Harry, Broaamoor H., Colo. 
Springs, Colo, 











| Network Plugs, § A.M. to 1 A.M. 





Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current t 

un 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (June 26-July 2). Total represents accumulated 


| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 


denotes film song, f legit, all others are pop. 


GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHFR. TOTAL, 
Stairway to the Stars...ccsccccccsccsccces =~ “i aeeer 66 
po OD eee ae He SG ccuwityreast anes 64% a ee eae 48 
Wishing. ..*Love Affair. Caeudaes Fieencvaa es eee 2, > es 41 
Cinderella eee th DEO. APR Ci ceacicecccsseceshs MII d's bao & 0 < xc 35 
EE Sr rere ee res ee | ae arena nme 34 
TE TIe EO Eee Bis bac sobercapedceecetvendgiante ses ol ear eae 34 
All I Remember Is You. oe 3° 
Lady’s in Love with You.. ‘*Some Like It Hot. sPOTOMOUNE 6. ccccicce 33 
Beer Barrel IIS 35s cs bc bacckhaxds ivacsad se s.. ‘veveatee Coe 
OE. Se oo 5s cca doe des dass acigses Cas dvcevnsees BES sci Odcbes 30 
Don’t Worry ’Bout Me...fCotton Club Revue....Mills .......... 28 
In the Middle of a Dream Side i aad ea Se REE .¢ 48 o166 4 64.6 80 6 < ac 2 
Strange Enchantment...*Man About Town......Famous ..... ......, 2 
Po & 0 0 9 eee re errs EE aca te sms cnc. Sa 
Rendezvous Time in Paree...+Streets of Paris...Harms ............... 25 
Back to Back. ..*Second Fiddle. ...........esees EE 4 wag UNS 605d % de 24 
COG Sk SD FE iba ces ce cede ces eet + seemeus i... are 24 
Be E Tt Cate, 0. chun ca ratedis rer tr rT Te EE eae 24 
Cores Tie. . oF SOMOS. Ms na 00s sac evecccsctces > ne 23 
I Poured My Heart into a Song...*Second Fiddle..Berlin ............... 2 
ok | a er or eee TT aT eT ee POTAMOURE . 2... cccces 23 
Is It Possible...¢Streets of Paris...........+.%- ti AM 6 a4. 4% 46,0540 vs ae 
Re ea ee ae ee Tee ree ee Sey ee pl Se re ere a 19 
TIN: cs cv aceucad beans sess besa eu MME Es s Wicks Tece bee 655 sae 
South American Way...t+Streets of Paris PENNE ae 4%.0- 48066 19 
eas MeO « os 6 oc Gadd 04.4 0b 40 4a es OO 409 008% 0 ES eee oe 19 
PS Cee GED” GUC sn oc ka cce stab eiged 600 feeb eS Ee er 18 
You Grow Sweeter as the Years Go By.......... i 2 ee 18 
New Moon and an Old Serenade.......ccceseees ee ee 17 
Whistling in the Wildwood.......... cecvessoseod RIE 5 40's 60:0:04.0.99 9.00 17 
eR TS Ree ee etueeaean a ac oats Haas 16 
me Se el RR ere eee ee ee ee ree INES aykbiass8a0 15 
That Sly Old Gentleman...*East Side of Heaven..Santly .............. 15 
You Don’t Know How Much You Can fuffer.....Remick .............. 15 
Let’s Disappear in the Darkness.............ee+. Words and Music.... 15 
I Never Knew Heaven Could Speak...*Rose of 
pe ey eee er eee eee J ree 14 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room........ A Or ee 14 
That’s Right—I’m Wrong...*Paramount Presents 
Hoagy ee perihet@ucen Vaveeteeatens ss oo eer 14 
East Side of Heaven. ..*East Side. ......ccccccoes WRUIRE ois 6 64% su 63% . a 
po Re gt re Pe errr ere ere rey ii OEE boi 8660 Cem ae 
OD WWI 55.66.55 044 5.0 654554050 0040008 based ON SS ere 12 
Pek ccenachsebeeewt seeds NEG i ses ace 60.9/kk 12 
a errr re nr eres PP ePer ry ey OEE 3-60.6.040436600 05 12 
Especially for You.... phe dar ads dt nsstacqeaes 0 eer . 
CAPNMEEUS 4554 60.0 60.6:0 Wes eebens pendeasebe cosas coke Aare . a 
ED Serre rere ye rere. vecere 7) A eae . 
Sing Song of Sunbeams. ..*East Side of Heaven..Santly ...cccccccceces 12 
If You Ever Change eS TT Perrier 11 
Roller Skating on a Rainbow.............e00. ae arr rrr TT re ll 
Ee FIs oh os 6.005 045 644004. 0008055000508 ee | rrr ree ae 
nT TG VORMIROIS BION. « ..ddiceci ci cccucices RR cat beaks éaane a 11 
You Took Me Out of This World............ re ee « 
Yours for a Song...?Billy Rose’s Aquacade......Robbins ............ - 10 


Edgewater Beech H., 








with so large a new list, there’s go- 
ing to be a wild scramble for spots 
when winter clamps down. Another 
| thing to worry about is where the 
wires are coming from to help build 
the new outfits in the hinterlands. 
of Arthur Michaud. It opens at the | Networks have more pickups avail- 
Peabody hotel, Memphis, July 15, as | | able than they can handle. 
soon as Rogers and his wife, Mary| Deluge of new outfits may very 
P’_kford, get back from Europe. Bob | well produce some new favorites. 
Chester, Fisher Body scion, is in re- | That’s apparent in the final listings 
hearsal. Amotg old leaders return-|0f some of the recent band polls. 
in, is Will Hudson and Little Jack |Current balloting conducted by 
Little, and Isham Jones is already | WNEW, N. Y., shows several in the 
working one-nighters for CRA. first 20 who were practically un- 
Singers, songwriters and even ar-| heard of at this time last year. 
rangers are even going into the band | WNEW’s poll is currently led by 
biz following Larry Clinton and Les | Benny Goodman, followed by Artie 
Brown. Teddy Powell, writer, now Shaw and Tommy Dorsey. In fourth 
has a band in rehearsal; Eddie Mac-| Place is the skyrocketing Glenn 
Donald, former arranger for Mark | Miller outfit, in fifth Jimmy Dorsey, 
Warnow, Richard Himber, et al., re- who's never befor e been in the first 
cently unveiled a band in New — In sixth is the new Harry 
Jersey. Paradoxical is the action of Basie. bunch followed by Count 
Dean Kincaid, saxophonist with Tim e, Sammy Kaye, Gene Krupa, 
Tommy Dorsey. He's giving up immy Lunceford and Larry Cline 


- ton. Next comes Charles Barnet, 
playing to become an arranger for : : . 
Dorsey in association with Paul who clicked this year with a remade 


A : . band. i i i 
Wetstein. Hymie Shertzer, now with Seles’ wees cee Udine non tak 
Benny Goodman, replaces him. in the first 15. Glen Gray and Kay 

In building new bands it’s strange 


Kyser tail Himber. Surprising in 
also to note that most of the leaders | this list, when extended ng is the 
s tough to get men/ Chick W here in 
in New York who haven't lost spirit| ther ebb who are somewhere 


there. W ew 
and who care to go out on the road. Seay nem, Saas f 


In grabbing out-of-towners they get ee Se on OO 
crews which aren’t used to big 
money and for a long period play for 
the kick of it, before they become 
as lax as the met men. 
Big Scramble in the Fall 

Orchestra men say that a flurry of 
new bands is experienced every sum- 
mer when there are comparatively 
more bookings available. This year, 


New Bands 








(Continued from page 39) 














Song Suggestions 
JIMMY McHUGH'S 


“Hey Young Fella” 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 
































ROBBINS 


MUSIC 


By Popular. Acclaim —A Sensational Hit! 


STAIRWAY T0 THE STARS 


Lyric by MITCHELL PARISH 


CORPORATION 


Music by, MATT: MALNECK and. FRANK S| 
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VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


AFA Officials to Take Court Action 


Borscht Circuit Growing Up: 
Increased Booking of Names, 
Barney Ross to Do ‘Golden Boy’ 





By JOE SCHOENFELD 


The so-called borscht circuit is 
growing UP, and if current trends 
continue and spread, the Palace 
Beach may well be moved to the 
Catskills, the sour cream industry’s 





major outlet. Two importan. inno- 
vations this summer are indicative | 
of the resorts’ new streamlined en- 
tertainment ideas. | 

One of ‘em is Totem Lodge’s policy 
of name shows every weekend. An- 
other is the standing dramatic stock 
company at the Grossinger. These 
spots rank as tops of their type in 
the east, but are widely separated. 
The Grossinger is in Ferndale, N. Y., 
while Totem Lodge is about 10 miles | 


east of Albany. 

Besides the stock company, Gros- 
singer’s also feeds its patrons a 
variety show comprising seasonal as 
well as only weekerd acts. The 
dramatic group works a sketch into 
the Saturday night shows, always a 
big night in the ‘Having a Wonderful 
Time’ belt. Gro’singer’s, however, 
has adopted a strict policy of not 
stressing its stage entertainment, 
preferring instead to emphasize its 
other recreational facilities—golf, 
tennis, swimming, resting cnd eat- 
ing. 

In addition to sketches, the dramatic 
group at Grossinger’s, all Broadway 
pros, also plans full-length plays. 
First on the sked is ‘Golden Boy,’ if 
royalty arrangements can be made 
with Clifford Odets for a non-admish 
performance. Barney Ross, former 
welterweight champ, is figured for 
the title role which Luther Adler 
portrayed in New York. ~ 

Henry Tobias, formerly at Totem, 
is now entertainment director at 
Grossinger’s, under the supervision 
of Milton Blackstone. Billy Reed is 
m.c.ing the shows this summer, with 
Zinn Arthur, who has a thrice- 
weekly WOR wire, providing the 
music. Most of the other acts are 
booked week by week. 

Totem, on the other hand, is 
stressing its name shows this year. 
The spot is now being booked by 
the William Morris office and is 
adding heavily to the nut for talent. 
This past weekend, for instance, the 
show included Smith and Dale, 
Nicholas Bros., Toni Lane, Ross 
Wyse, Jr., and Janice Williams, with 
each presentation under the super- 
vision of Natalie Napp of the Morris 
agency, 

Names who have appeared at 
Totem since the inception of the 
Policy four weeks ago include Molly 
: icon, Condos Bros., Jay C. Flippen, 
— Froos, Estelle Taylor, Slate 

ros, Tommy Trent, Herman Hyde 
and Frances Faye. 

ides the stage shows, Totem 
Presents first-run films tv ice weekly 
in the resort’s auditorium. 


Milwaukee Nixes OK’s 
For Femme Nitery Ops 


Milwaukee, July 4. 
The common council’s license com- 
mittee on Thursday (29) denied 
seven nitery license - applications 


filed by operators who sought to 
Ce women as partners, 

‘a Ommittee contended listing of 
men as partners was an attempt 


to evade the ci i 
‘ e city ordinan 
comeon’ gists ty ce banning 


Aileen Stanley Tutoring 


Poy Stanley, a headliner her- 
a decade ago, is now teaching 
A of her proteges are Nita 
ol, who replaced Mary Martin at 

e Rainbow Room, N. Y., and Mil- 


r 
ed F who stepped into Miss 


3 enton, 
Martin’s role in ‘Leave It to Me’ 


ae Ss 
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Morrissey Gets Chinese 
Backing for Coast Spots 





Hollywood, July 4. 

Will Morrissey has promoted 
bankrolling for amusement spots in 
downtown and Frisco Chinatown. 
Deal is on for takeover of Casino in 
Chinese Village in the bay city. He’s 
also negotiating with Fair officials 
for a circus production patterned 
after Billy Rose’s ‘Jumbo.’ 

His L. A. promotion is a China- 
cade, which will be a theatre-eatery. 
K. L. Kwong, prez of Bank of Canton 
in Frisco, is associated with Morris- 
sey in both ventures, 


BRANDTS HOLD 
FISHER AS 
BOOKER 


Arthur Fisher, N. Y. indie booker, 
will handle all the vaudeville book- 
ings for the Brandt houses starting 
in September. 

Fisher will also handle all the acts 
and bands to be used by out-of-town 
theatres with whom William Brandt 
is trying to organize a booking com- 
bine to furnish 10 weeks of playing 
time, 


DELAY ENFORCEMENT 
OF MICH. RUM CURFEW 


Detroit, July 4. 

Based on ruling by Attorney Gen- 
eral Thomas Read, new Sunday ban 
on liquor sales, from 2 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
will probably not go into effect until 
May 1, 1940. Read ruled that the 
State rum board had no power to 
prohibit Sunday sales without legis- 
lative action, but said the board had 
the power to fix ‘reasonable hours’ 
for liquor sales. 

Nite club operators, faced with loss 
of seven hours of possible liquor 
sales on Sundays under the new 
ruling, have prepared to carry fight 
to courts. Meanwhile, Detroit police 
said they had no orders to enforce 
the new hours and that they in- 
tended to do nothing about the 
ruling, which was to have gone into 
effect Sunday (2), 


St. Louis Cafe Enjoined 
After Residents Squawk 


St. Louis, July 4 

A temporary injunction to restrain 
Luke Lamb, Jr., proprietor of the 
Silver Shield, St. Louis county nit- 
ery, was issued Friday (30) in the 
circuit court of Clayton, near here, 
on the application of prosecuting at- 
torney Stanley Wallach, who acted 
on behalf of 200 nabe residents pro- 
testing against the noise and boist- 
erous conduct of the cafe’s patrons. 

Wallach’s petition asserts that 
liquor has been sold without a li- 
cense in a restaurant operated in 
conjunction with the nitery. Com- 
plainants charge that since enter- 
tainers began working in an al fresco 
garden at the place, the noise made 
has become intolerable. Wallach’s 
petition requested that Lamb be en- 
joined from operating any place in 
St. Louis county and that the owner 
of the property on which the Silver 
Shield is located be restrained from 
permitting the property be used for 
similar purposes by another, 


Seek Lawrence Windom 


Columbus, July 4. 
An effort is being made by J. Max- 
well Maher, locel attorney, to locate 
Lawrence Windom, dancer in the 
heyday of vaudeville. His real name 
is Clement Toole. 
In March last, 
Alice Leonard, died 


























Windom’s sister, 
in Columbus, 


leaving him .$300 in her will. 











GARR STILL AILS 


Injured Vertebra May Send Him to 
Maye Clinic After Chi Date 


Eddie Garr, who quit ‘Tobacco 
Road’ on Broadway recently because 
of illness, is working at the Bon Air 
country club, Chicago. He went 
into a New Rochelle, N. Y., hospital 
for observation after leaving ‘Road’ 
but his ailment still hasn’t been 
fully determined. If he isn't im- 
proved when his present engagement 
is up in two weeks, he will enter the 
Mayo clinic. 

Medicos have traced part of his 
illness to an injured vertebra, suf- 
fered at the N. Y. Hippodrome about 
10 years ago. 


Cuban Village Chorus 
At N. Y. Fair, in Brief 
Walkout; AFA Settles 


Unauthorized strike of 25 chorus 
girls and boys at the Cuban Village 
of the N. Y. World’s Fair last Thurs- 
day night (29) for more pay was set- 
tled the following day by an exec- 
utive meeting of the American 
Federation of Actors. 

Board agreed with Harry Dash, 
operator of the Village, who claimed 
he was paying the striking perform- 
ers union wages and therefore they 
had no right to walk out. Chorus 
was Ordered to return to work forth- 
with or be fined for disobeying union 
regulations. Six principals did not 
participate in the walkout. 


FAITH BACON MAY FAN 
SELF OUT OF N. Y. FAIR 


Question of whether Faith Bacon 
remains to display her wares in 
N. T. G.’s ‘Congress of Beauty’ at the 
New York World’s Fair will be de- 


cided tomorrow when Harry Engel, 
of Fanchon & Marco, her personal 
rep, confers with the management of 
that show to iron out salary details. 

Fan dancer, reported to be getting 
$450 weekly for her contribution to 
the production, was on a graduated 
scale whereby her salary hoists after 
the fourth and ninth week. Man- 
agement is understood to be seeking 
a reduction in the interests of 
economy. Della Carroll, one of the 
principals, was given her notice 
Friday (30). 

Yvette Dare, who does a Balinese 
parrott dance in the same show, was 
out of the cast two days last week. 
Absence attributed to a sprained 
ankle. 


2 New Dallas Cafes 


Dallas, July 4. 
Two new niteries opened here 
within the past two weeks. 
Plantation, large spot on outskirts, 
opened 10 days ago. Showboat 
opened Saturday (1). 


























Sophie for Walton Roof 


Philadelphia, July 4. 
Sophie Tucker again opens the 
fall season at Jack Lynch’s Walton 
Roof nitery here. She unveiled the 
fall semester last year. 
Spot is currently operating, sans 
names, cover and minimum. 
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Should 4A’s Return Guilty Verdict; _ 
Fight Right of Parent to Hold Trial 





Cafe Entertainer Pleads 
Not Guilty in Holdup 


Saginaw, Mich., July 4. 

After pleading guilty to robbery 
on May 25, Fred Majeske changed 
his plea last week when arraigned 
for sentence. 

Majeske is accused of holding up 
two taxicab drivers and a gasoline 
Station attendant in nearby Bay 


City. while working in a Saginaw | 


nitery with a trained dog act. He 
was arrested as he returned to the 
nitery to participate in the act. 


WIS. BILL WILL 
PERMIT GRIND 
CAFES 


Madison, Wis., July 4. 


Night clubs would be permitted to 
run all night and all control of 
taverns would be vested in the state 
treasurer under a bill introduced in 
the assembly Thursday (29) by 
Anthony Gruszka, Mosinee Republi- 
can, 


There would be licenses of four 
types, as follows: 


Class ‘B’, places having no space 
for dancing, although music would 
be permitted. No food sold would 
be consumed on the premises. Such 
spots are to close by 1 a. m. and not 
open before 8 a. m. Permits would 
be $200 per year. 

Class ‘C’, places having restaurant 
or dancing facilities, no cover or 
admission charge. Close by 1 A. M. 
and not open before 8 A. M.—$300 
per year. 

Class ‘D’, places having floor en- 
tertainment, restaurant or dancing 
facilities, where there is a cover and 
an admission charge, permitted to 
remain open at all times, every day, 
including holidays—$400 annually. 

Issuance of class ‘A’ licenses, for 
sale of beer or liquor for consump- 
tion away from the place purchased, 
would rest with the communities. 

The bill would raise an estimated 
annual $4,000,000, half of which 
would go to the state and half to 
localities. State would have to pay 
an estimated $500,000 for administra- 
tion. 











Sues Two for Violation 
Of Music Rights Law 


Lima, O., July 4. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Leis, op- 
erators of the Castle Farm night 
club, here, have been named in a 
suit filed by the A.B.C. Music Corp. 
of New York, charging violation of 
Federal law governing the playing 
of copyrighted music. 

Case will be heard in Federal 
court, Toledo. 





Question Now Whether Vaude Will 





Return to WB Stanley, Pitt in Fall 


Pittsburgh, July 4. lesser films with flesh. Now, with 


WB is insisting that flesh will re- | latter house dropping shows, pooling | N. Y. Announcement of 


Regardless of the outcome of next 
| week’s hearing of charges against 
the union’s administration, the af- 
fairs of the American Federation of 
Actors are likely to remain snarled 


|for some time. If the charges are 
| upheld the union’s officials indicate 


| 


| they will take the case to court, If 
| the union’s conduct is vindicated, 
| the opposition group within the 


ranks is certain to wage a deter- 
| mined struggle to oust the adminis- 
tration. 

Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, the parent organization 
which brought the charges, last week 
reiterated its intention to begin 
hearing the case Monday (10). In 
doing so, it turned down the AFA 
claim that the parent union is with- 
out power to police its member 
group in that manner. AFA execs 
thereupon served notice they will 
make known their side of the con- 
troversy at the hearing. They added 
that if the verdict is unfavorable the 
union will take the case to court. 
In response to a request by AFA, 
the Four A’s agreed to give the 
union officials a bill of particulars. 
It is to be delivered today (Wednes- 
day). 

Would Seek Injunction 

The AFA execs didn’t reveal ex- 
actly what legal steps they would 
take if the charges against them are 
upheld. However, it’s believed they 
would seek an injunction to prevent 
the Four <A’s from revoking the 
union’s charter, Presumably, their 
plea would be based on the claim 
that the parent body lacks the con- 
stiuional right of revocation and that 
the international board and the trial 
delegates are prejudiced. In some 
quarters it is doubted whether a 
civil court would intervene in an 
inter-union matter of the sort, but 
an injunction plea would involve 
considerable delay regardless. 

There has been extensive specula- 
tion as to what course the Four A’s 
might take to protect the AFA mem- 
bership in case the charges against 
the union administration are upheld. 
One report, but apparently without 
substantiation, was that the parent 
union had already decided to revoke 
the charter and to turn over the 
vaude and nitery jurisdiction to 
Equity. That was supposed to be 
part of a ‘deal’ for Equity to relin- 
quish its claim to television juris- 
diction to the Screen Actors Guild. 


May Persuade Resignation 


Another possibility advanced is 
that if the charges are upheld the 
Four A’s may try to avoid revok- 
ing the AFA charter, but persuade 
the union’s present administration 
to resign and hold elections for an 
entirely new setup. It is also pos- 
sible that the charter might be re- 
voked and immediately re-granted 
with a proviso that the union mem- 
bership elect a new set of officers 
within a stated number of weeks. 
In that case, the Four A’s would 
retain supervision of the union’s af- 
fairs for a period of not more than 
six months, until the new setup had 
proved its ability and was operating 
satisfactorily. One of the toughest 
problems facing the Four A’s execs 
since the possibility of revocation 
arose has been the best way to pro- 
tect the vaude-nitery membership 
while the case was in progress and 
thereafter. 

Although the AFA-Four A’s squab- 
ble has been sizzling for several 
| weeks, the only incident of the last 
|few days was an erroneous report 
|that another AFA mass meeting 
would be held early yesterday morn- 
ing (Tuesday) at the Edison hotel, 
such a 








} 


turn to Stanley around Labor Day, | arrangement continues but salve pic-| meeting appeared in the Monday 


but insiders hear that deluxer may | 
stick to straight pix indefinitely if 


house comes anywhere near break- 
ing even. Blue’ Barron-Arthur 
Treacher show which closed Thurs- 
day (29) brought an end to presen- 


tations after a succession of disas- | 
trous weeks in which losses every | 
seven days ranged from $5,000 to|with some of 


$10,000. 
Of course, an eye must be kept at 
same time on what effect move has 


on Penn, which while a Loew house | 


| Harris 


tures will be split between. two 
houses. rie Sins 

There’s also been talk that Alvin, 
first-run site downtown, 
might capitalize on the situation and 
stick in flesh but that’s still purely 
a speculation. It’s figured that if 
Stanley couldn’t make the grade 
biggest in-person 
names around, smaller-seat Alvin 
wouldn’t have a chance. 

It’s the first time in more than 
three years that Pittsburgh has been 


is operated under a pooling agree- | without flesh regularly. At one time, 


ment with Warners. Under setup for 
last three years, Penn has had first 


four first-run spots were using shows 
| simultaneously. 


With straight pix, 


(3) edition of the New York Daly 
|News, but it proved to be without 
foundation. 


| 


Ellington Band Returns 
Vaude to Palace, Akron 


Akron, July 4. 





| Palace here, playing straight pic- 


tures for a month, switches again to 
stage shows this weekend when 
Duke Ellington’s band and support- 
ing acts come in for four days. 





Bocking is in keeping with the 
promise of Henry Sommers, man- 


choice of film product, with Stanley | Stanley’s top has dropped from 60c ager of the house, to bring in occa- 


taking 


second and collabing the (to four bits. 


} sional stage units. 
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ANCHORAGE, PHILLY 





Garbo. 


starting with Roy Atwell and Greta 
Then she does a Charley 
McCarthy carbon, including the un- 
That’s followed by 


GAIETY, N. Y. 





Margie Hart, Louise Rogers, Marie 
Voe, Roxanne, Chet Atland, Tommy 











015 YEARS AGOe«e 


(From Variety) 


Ren 











Will Hays wielding the big stick in 
cleaning up the ‘salacious’ titles of 





INKSPOTS GETTING RICH 
VIA ‘IF I DIDN'T CARE’ 


Philadelphia, July 4, 
With plenty of cajoling, Moe Gale, 





; : moving lips. Raft, Harry Clexx, Leon DeVoe, 
Philadelphia, June 29. mimicry of Jeanette MacDonald pals slatnihe films. manager of the Four Inkspots, sold 
PR ay acearts ~~, Sepals singing with the finale coming when P 6 tes ‘eae the quartet to the Kaliner Bros., op. 
itza avel, Betty McKee, Moger | nic; Cummings slings off her fluffy P ‘ er Canadian and New England thea- F 
Kent orch (8). skirt to do lessor Powell tap danc- Margie Hart’s the kingpin and aratots of the Little Rathskeller here 





mainstay of the show. Business is 


tre managers saw a way to keep 


ing. Sticks to warbling on her sec- 
ond entrance. 

Terper Betty McKee rounds out | 
the bill. Initial effort is tap, while} 
the return trip is a ballet. Both) 


at $250 a week for 14 weeks. Since 
| then the Inkspots have turned into 
|another of those show biz phenom. 
lena who’ve sprung to fame on a 


theatres open, by booking traveling 
groups of juvenile players, thus 
making up the void necessitated by 
Equity restrictions. 


said to have been at an extremely 
low ebb until Miss Hart, who’s often 
been in disfavor with the censors, 
came in several weeks ago. When 
caught (7 p. m. Friday) house was | 


With owner Art Padula giving his | 
full attention to this spot since the | 
collapse of the swank Arcadia-In- 
ternational, of which he was direct- | 





ing head, and with the hot weather | 
driving entertainment-seekers out of 
midtown, this open-terraced nitery 
is doing unusually good biz. 

Beautifully-situated on the banks 
of the Schuylkill in 7,000-acre Fair- 
mount Park, the Anchorage's only 
disadvantage is its inaccessibility, 
except by auto, a tedious streetcar 
ride being the only alternative. 
Building itself is a 200-year-old boat- 
house with plenty of history, with 
which Padula wisely attempts to 
make capital. A point of interest is 
the large open fireplace in this sec- 
tion of the country, as old as the 
building itself. 

Spot is fortunately constructed so 
that there’s an equal amount of 
space on the terraces and indoors, 


okay. Herb. 


Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 





Los Angeles, June 29. 
Paul Draper, Alec 
Clyde Lucas orch (14). 





Back in the runnin. 
dark spell 


ring only perhaps the Trocadero. 


Templeton, 


after a long 
due to union trouble, 
palmed room is still the town’s class 
layout and getting the class play. 
There are more black ties in this 
bistro than any other in town, bar- 


There are several reasons for the 
current biz rise despite hot weather. 
First is the best show the spot has 
had in years, and others are the in- 


quite full. 

Ace stripper is ably backed by two 
newcomers to local burley, Louise 
Rogers and Marie Voe; and Roxanne, 
who’s been in and out of all New 
York stands. Comedy, too, is of a 
better brand, not because it’s new or 
basically above the average, but be- 
cause of the delivery of Harry Clexx 
and Tommy Raft. Pair frequently 
draw solid giggles and their eccen- 
tric terps and other biz, alone and 
paired, is the kind of stuff that 
|speaks louder than words. Pair oc- 
casionally dip into the blue, and in 
one spot toss in the bathroom style 
of gag, but on the whole it’s fairly 
clean and funny. Raft reminds of 
Peanuts Bohn. 

Miss Hart is the last of the peelers 





Williams College, Williamstown, 
Mass., for the first time in its his- 
tory honored a theatrical person- 
ality. Walter Hampden _ received 
the honorary degree of Master of 
Arts. 





Fay Compton was reported receiv- 
ing $500 per day for starring in 
Gaumont’s ‘llth Commandment’ in 
London, the highest salary ever 
paid to a British artist. 





Australia was offering greater op- 
portunities to American acts with 
the increased demand for the Yank 


single melody. Like the Andrews 
| Sisters with ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen,’ 
|or Mary Martin with ‘My Heart Be- 
longs to Daddy,’ the Inkspots have 
| rocketed into a hefty marquee draw 
in a month by a single number, ‘If 
I Didn’t Care,’ a Decca record best- 
seller. 


Kaliners in the past couple of 
|weeks have been bombarded with 
every sort of offer to release the 
Negro chirpers from their contract, 
But with an attraction that is keep- 
ing their cellar nitery packed every 
evening, while spots on all sides of 
them fold, they’ve had no trouble 
resisting fancy sums. 


, ane | turns. Great competition among the| They have given in this week, 

os eT eiacie and — terior refurbishing yond reopening Sn ent’ hina rection head on chains down there to establish | however. They released the Inkspots 
splu a whetted appetite h, ' il ; 

dance floors inside and out. the cla Sabitene for a nivht at the to jibe with her coloring. Louise | Vaudeville. for a single stanza to the Hippodrome, 


Show is of the usual brand for 
places that must make their killing 
for the year during the summer 
months, and consequently works on 
a well-clipped nut, comprising four 
low-budget acts. Band, batoned by 
Roger Kent, is non-union because of 
a dispute between Padula and the 


Grove, 


crusters and undergrads. 


the keyboard. On the boards 


terper Paul Draper. 


long-missed by the upper- 
Out-of- 
towners are also here in profusion 
and it’s on most of the must-s-e lists. 

On the stand are Clyde Lucas and 
his orchestra and Alec Templeton at 


Rogers does a nicely costumed bit, 
divesting herself in average time. 
Miss Voe is colorfully costumed and 
employs a peculiar, accented walk, 
wasting no. time in giving a peek. 
Roxanne, while smooth, draws it out 





is | too long. She’s outfitted in her usual 
Whole thing is 


black. 





Concert managers also hopped on 
the bandwagon and were nixing 
artists who also did radio work. 
Detracted from their sight b.o., they 
said, 





Baltimore, with the proviso that they 
make it up with another session at 
the Rathskeller. A financial consid- 
eration is also involved. Paramount, 
N. Y., is now after the team and an 
arrangement similar to that in Balti- 
more may be made, 





local. Eight pieces, it consists of| plenty showmanly. Draper gets Lisa Marvelle is on in two spots, After an absence of years from Inkspots as a crew are not new. 
three brass, three a rb and aa name: Ag —- Past/her dancing going wunappreciated.| vaudeville, Weber and Fields were | They were for a long time heard on 
piano, with ‘1e last doubling on| master of taps in the classic manner, | First is a tap routine interspersed : _|a morning sustainer on WJZ. The 
xylophone. It’s okay enough for the | he leaves the stiff shirts hanging on returning to the field, for the Orph- | g y 


simple requirements of the show and 
passable, too, on dansapation for a 
spct of this type. 

Dance team of Nitza and Ravel is 
standout, although that doesn’t cover 
much territory. Femme’s a raven- 
haired looker and male makes up 
for mediocrity of s.a. with his terp- 
ing ability. They exhibit a fair 
amount of originality and nice exe- 
cution, although the lifts tend to 
clumsiness. 

Johnny Leary m. c.’s and warbles. 
He should just warble. While he 
lets out with acceptable pipes on 
‘Night and Day’ and ‘Finiculi-Finic- 
ula.’ he’s not at ease in introing the 


George White’s ‘Scandals’ was a/| ‘ se teas : j 
acts. The strong Irish personality cutting touches with the gang. It’s ° ° ‘sprightly light show’ in opening at Lewis for his initial stage attraction. : 
be nesd pane rg he sings | sorta corny for this mob, but they go Atlantic City Globe Opens the New Amsterdam, N. Y. Cast Theatre's policy will be vaudiilms 4 


Judy Cummings works in two 
highly unusual turns. She can’t do 
anything very well, but she does so 
many different things she comes near 
rating a bow. Opens with imitations, 


JOE 
TERMINI 


with JEAN HAMILTON 
and BOB DU HART 
TOURING 
GREAT BRITAIN 














the ropes. 


A natural for this spot. 


he is blind. 
inexhaustible. 


the Grove. 
floor. 
for it and yell for more. 
lift by the seven singing violins, 


neat interlude for tired feet. 


pleasantly hoky. 


Svot still tacks on a cover, $1.50 
on Tuesday and Saturday, $1 rest of 
the week. Added tariff on Tuesday 
is for favors, which are generally 
Balloons, 
released in bunches from the ceiling, 
an old Grove standby. still has them 
scrambling. Cutups with pins gen- 
erally see to it that none of the 
the ficur with their 
Pretty rough at times, but 
high society acting like Dead End 


fluffy-gowned mannikins. 


femmes get off 
prizes. 


Kids seem enjoyable to everyone. 
Helm, 





His dry wit and non- 
chalant exits typify the showman. 


Templeton is prime with the locals, 
pushovers for his piano caricatures. 
His many radio turns from here 
have won him a large following 
through sheer virtuosity rather than 
sympathy because of the fact that 
His bag of tricks seems 


The Lucas crew is one of the most 
entertaining ever to be booked into 
Their d:nsapation is 
smooth and tuneful and there’s every 
kind to get the customers out on the 
Lucas is everywhere, vocal- 
izing, tromboning, xylophoning and 


Band’s 
sweet passages are given a tender 


Ton- 
siling by male trio and soloists is 
first-rate and specialty numbers are 


with high kicks, second an interpre- 
tative passion bit that draws more 
response than her initial effort. Chet 
Atland handles the juve assignment 
and gets off about a dozen pop tunes 
throughout in okay voice. 

Line and showgirls add to eight 
apiece. In one of the earlier bits two 
from the line take a spotlight break 
for a tap routine that isn’t much. 
Tall blonde from the showgirl list 
works in almost every skit. She’s 
able. Production is average, standing 
out in only one portion which back- 
grounds Miss Marvelle and her sec- 
ond try. Leon DeVoe ably straights 
Raft and Clexx. 


With Midnight Burlesque 


Atlantic City, July 4. 

Globe theatre here opened with 
burley last week. It is being oper- 
ated by I. Hirst and managed by 
Milton Rosenbaum. Beverly Carr, 
who formerly produced at the Troc, 
Philly, for Hirst, is producing. Frank 
Bryan, of Buffalo, is new Troc pro- 
ducer. Opening Globe bill includes 
Dian Rowland, Harry J. Conley and 
Billy Reed. 

Unusual feature at the Globe is 
that two shows are given nightly, 
at 9 p.m. and 11:30 pm. Sunday 
matinee is presented at 3 p.m. 








Powers Gouraud, gabber on 
WCAU, Philly, will take his second 
stab at nitery m.cing in August. 
| He’ll do the introing at the 500 Club, 








Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 











| Atlantic City. 











A carload of thanks to John 


eum circuit. Salary in the nabe of 
$3,000 weekly, what they were get- 
ing when they quit. 





The Democratic National Conven- 
tion closed more shows than did the | 
Equity strike. Broadway legit lost | 
$100,000 during the sesh. 





The New York courts threw out 
the case involving the alleged as- 
sault by Frank Tinney of Imogene 
Wilson, of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 





headed by Tom Patricola, Lester Al- 
len, Winnie Lightner, Will Mahoney 
and the de Marcos. 





House of David Nitery 
Loses Tax Test Case 


Detroit, July 4. 
Nitery operated by the Israelites, 
a ‘tribe’ of the House of David at 
Benton Harbor, on Lake Michigan 
side of Michigan, is not a charitable 
enterprise, state unemployment com- 

pensation commish has decided. 
Ruling came last week in favor 
of Claude Ciark, former bartender 
in the nitery, who appeared before 
commish here in a test case to prove 
his eligibility for job insurance 
benefits. Despite House of David's 
objection that it isn’t subject to state 
job insurance act because law ex- 


|had also harmonized in niteries and 
theatres, but practically always in 
colored houses. It wasn’t until ‘If 
I Didn’t Care’ that they shot to the 
four-figure bracket. 





Ted Lewis to Reopen Big 
Minn., 25c Vaudfilmer 


Minneapolis, July 4. 
Date for reopening the 4,200-seat 
Minnesota theatre by its owners 
now is set as Aug. 4. Manager Gor- 
don Greene is negotiating with Ted 


at a 25c admission, 
present plans. 


according to 











Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 
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felder, in comeback. 


Niteries opening with orchestras: 
Hotel Saranac, Bryce Lavigne; 
Stevens House, Bob Reinert; Flo- 
ridel Club, Shelly and Reeves Tuner- 
ville Tooters; Foster’s Tavern, Jack 
Martin; Alex’s Grave, Bronko Bus- 
ter’s hillbilly band; Harlem Club, 
Johnson’s Jitterbug swingsters, and 
Hotel Marcy, Harvey’s Rhythm! 
Boys. 
Bert Ford, who did his bit here 
successfully, postals from Helsing- | 
fors, Finland, that he’s doing well. | 
Ray Vaughn, xylo artist, greets this. 
colony from Sweden. 
Bill Morris, Jr., 
Camp Intermission. 


Peggy Kinsella, from WB's Phila- 
delphia office, a new arrival at the 
Will Rogers. 

Myra Fox, of Washington, D. C., 
vacashing and mitting former mates’ 
at the Rogers. 

Rose Clark, ex-Rogersite, here for | 
look-see and checkup. | 


Recent report that Jeanne Price 
was messed up in auto jam was er- 
roneous. She suffered a sprained’ 
back while turning a bed. 


The Jimmy Marshalis have re- 
turned to summering at their Camp 
Lambwash, on Rainbow lake. 

After a mess of operations, Eddie | 
Vogt is up at the Rogers for two 
meals a day, 

Fred Esslinger has landed a good 
report. % 

(Write to those who are ill.) 


wages paid employes who are not 


members of the colony. || Special Theatrical Rates 
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Whiteman Heads Click Opening Show 
Before 6,500 Crowd at Jones Beach 








A pot pourri of water show, the 
Yeoupi troupe and fireworks display, 
topped off by Paul Whiteman’s or- 
chestra, proved sock entertainment 
at the seasonal opener of the Marine 
Stadium on Zachs Bay, Jones Beach, 
L. lL, Saturday (1). Variety revue 
produced by Alexander Ott, which 
drew a near-capacity crowd of 6,500, 
proved a welcome change from the 
Shubert-Gallo operettas presented at 
the outdoor amphitheatre the past 
two years. It’s a fast, punchy, nauti- 
cal offering and a pleaser at the 25c- 
$1 tariff charged. : 

The entire Whiteman company 1s 
mounted on a miniature float, towed 
by 13 swimmers, that circles the 
large stationary float as an intro. 
Crew then switches to the main float, 
from the rear, which is situated 
about 150 feet from the end. Band 
gives out with its theme song and is 
bathed alternately with vari-colored 
lights, all very colorful. Later is 
shunted into view via a revolving 
platform built in center of the major 
stage. Catchy arrangement of ‘Good- 
bye, Jonah’ and a medley of favorite 
Whiteman numbers are done to ex- 
cellent effect. a 

Though show started at twilight, 
an hour elapsed before Whiteman's 
entrance. Darkness helped things im- 
measurably. Backdrop behind band 
resembled bubbles in champagne, 
aided by swell lighting illusion, and 
was heightened by a full moon di- 
rectly overhead. Violins and strings 
predominated in ‘Toy Trumpet’ but 
versatility of the outfit was evident 
as tempo increased to a point where 
it was beating it out with full brass. 

Vocalist Joan Edwards was in rare 
form as she piped ‘Lady's in Love 
with You,’ followed by sock arrange- 
ment of ‘Old Man River.’ Was mod- 
ishly outfitted in black skirt and 
white blouse. Sole drawback was 
mike’s size, when screened out her 
features. 

Water ballet showed to excellent 
advantage in executing difficult pat- 
terns in bay directly in front of the 
stage. Swimmers wore orange hats, 
which shone with opalescent light, 
and were accompanied throughout by 
band in a stirring interpretation of 
‘Sunrise Serenade.’ Diving exhibi- 
tion was also well conceived. Such 
stalwarts as Walter Cleaver, who ap- 
peared with Eleanor Holm in_ her 
recent booking at the Music Hall, 
N. Y.; Madeline Carson and Betty 
Harrison, among others, ran_ the 
gamut of flips. 

Monocle Ambassadors, two males 
in white tights, scored in hand-to- 
hand balancing on the end of a 10- 
foot board. Rounding out the water 
show was some fancy aquaplaning 
and water skiing. 

Great Yacopis, teeterboard act, 
featuring their triple sdémersault 
from board to chair, proved faves. 
Clark Dennis, tenor with the White- 
man band, registered with ‘Begin the 
Beguine,’ ‘You Grow Sweeter as the 
Years Go By’ and ‘Heaven Can Wait.’ 
A swell song salesman, he had to 
beg off. Four Modernaires, who’ve 
just been signed by Decca, went to 
town with ‘Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game,’ Hooray for Spinach’ and 
closed with ‘Three Little Fishies.’ 
Latter was smash. Wooden replicas 
of the three fishies, including the 
mama, floated across the water, re- 


vv 


lar prancing wild fit into the 
‘Island Paradise’ tneme of the whole 
stage production. 

Show opens with a tropical moon- 
light setting, using a revolving stage 
to bring forward a canoe with three 
natives. That sets the motif, after 
which the settings are shifted for a 
series of native dances to Hawaiian 
guitars and drums, with the Glee 
club providing a listenable, but 
visually-stiff chorus of ‘Aloha.’ 
Lucienne and Ashour, Harold Aloma, 
Hilda Eckler, Adrienne Toner, Mar- 
jorie Matlin and Tui Tamaalelani 
appear in this portion, with Ta- 
maalelani scoring in an agile native 


dance, 

After the Rockettes do their 
Hawaiian number, William Horne 
solos from fisherman's hut setting at 
the side of the stage. Voice is pleas- 
ant enough, but the lyrics might as 
well be in Sanskrit. Dolf Swing 
next introduces a legend about a na- 
tive who dived down to the bottom of 
the ocean to find his sweetheart, and 
lived there happily with her ever 
after. It is given visual backing, 
which provides a chance for in- 
genious staging, admirably handled. 
Elenore Tennis and Nicholas Daks 
are the principals in a reasonably 
effective ballet, the entire number 
being done behind a scrim. 

Rapee and the symphers open the 
show with the preem performance 
of ‘Csardas—Rhapsodie,” by Eugen 
Zador, modern Hungarian composer. 
Satisfying piece in its present per- 
formance and surroundings, but has 
no particular distinction as judged 
by a single hearing. It’s modern in 
style, but not extreme. Hobe. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 30. 
Milt Britton orch with Lerry Col- 
lins, Chubby Silver & Tommy Raf- 
ferty, Bruce Cabot with Sandra 
Lynn, Bea Wain, Rolly & Verna 
Pickert, Adolph Kornspan, house 
band; ‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB). 











With the bat-brained Milt Brit- 
ton crew to stack the 60-minute 
show with laughs, Bea Wain for a 
nifty swing-sing session and Bruce 
Cabot for the name, Fox this canto 
has assembled a  nicely-balanced 
lineup that registers a win. 

Britton’s boys stick to their old 
formula of soda-squirting, fiddle- 
breaking and general daffiness as 
they attempt to make music. They 
haven’t been seen in these parts for 
a considerable time and garner as 
many giggles as before. 

Lads leave no doubt, from the 
moment the travelers part, about 
the type of performance. Wearing 
jerseys with letters on them, they 
unscramble from a huddle to spell 
out, ‘We Stink.’ The suave, swallow- 
tailed maestro waves a sophisticated 
baton in deliberate contrast to the 
manner of his men. His introes are 
likewise done in a skillful so-bored- 
with-it-all manner. 

Despite the emphasis on madness, 
Britton’s fifteen crackpots can de- 
liver pretty good straight musical 
entertainment. They’re a bit difficult, 
however, as accompanists for the 
other turns. Initial instrumental 
solo is taken by Larry Collins on the 





enacting the lyric. Extremely clever. 

Show’s only defect was the m. c.- 
ing of producer Alexander Ott. Said 
to be an experienced showman in 
water shows, he showed himself to 
be all that only insofar as the pro- 
duction end is concerned. However, 
he went out after the first show and 
Whiteman took over that chore. Too, 
following the opener, the water show 
was cut and that time given over to 
Whiteman’s band. 

New show, including Eddie de 
Lange’s orchestra. Roy Campbell’s 
Ambassadors, Bartell and Hurst and 
Del Ray Bros., goes in tonight (Wed- 
nesday). Water show and usual fire- 
works will also be presented. 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Erno Rapee symph, Leonidoff 
presentation with Harold Aloma, 
Hiida Eckler, Adrienne Toner, Mar- 
jorie Matlin, Tui Tamaalelani, Rock- 
ettes, Glee Club, Lucienne & Ashour, 
William Horne, Dolf Swing, Elenore 
Tennis, Nicholas Daks and Ballet; 
‘Bachelor Mother (RKO). 








Bill is expertly tailored to impress 
visitors now beginning to flock in 
for the Fair. 
visual punch on a large scale as re- 
quired for the locale, with decora- 
tive and colorful settings and cos- 
tumes and a_ well-defined theme 
throughout. Single weakness seems 
to be the use of the Rockettes in a 
South Sea Islands routine instead of 
their normal precision stepping. En- 
semble turns in a click job in the 
unaccustomed stuff, but it’s not as 
spectacular as their usual ‘ery 
and certainly isn't the kind of thing 
that has brought so much notice to 


the Hall. On the other} than 


them and 
‘hand, it's hard to see how their regu- 


Show has plenty of] be 


trombone with ‘Stardust.’ After the 
first chorus he dismembers the 
slush-pump until he’s playing noth- 
ing but the mouthpiece. Long- 
haired, flowy-tied Chubby Silvers 
comes up next with a cello and 
turns out to be a good tumbler and 
dumb-bell twirler. 

Another Britton funnyman who 
meshes solidly is Tommy Rafferty. 
Pair of comical feet make his dances 
smash. Also gets the house with a 
Nazi goosestep in bare legs. 

Another of the band’s oldies alsc 
scores. Stage lights up on ‘Our 
Musical Ancestors,’ the orchestra 
members swinging the masters. Each 
is hearded, to associate himself with 
the different composers. Madhouse 
violin cracking, pistol shots and 
other chaos bring down the curtain. 

Cabot, in the initial stop of a per- 
sonal tour, like the usual film name, 
apologizes for stage fright. He 
registers okay, however, more witt 
his he-man tchassis and flashy smile 
than with his lines. His dissertation 
in defense of screen villains is in- 
teresting, but delivery falls short. 
Friendly” ‘indicate approval 
and definite ‘cHaracter establishment, 
but they’re cut off by Cabot’s too- 
hasty exit. His blonde partner, 
Sandra Lynn. shows her soprano can 
hit the high ones, but she'd hardly 

missed. Scene from ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB), in which he played, puts 
Cabot more at ease and the sequence 
goes well with those who saw the 
picture. 

Miss Wain, until recently with 
Larry Cliinton’s band, is strong 

rade,’ ‘Deep Parpl =. Love 
querade,’ e’, Mg 
‘Reverie’ and an encore, ‘Ain’t What 
You Do.” Only her diction could use 
more polish. 

What Rollo and Verna Pickert, tap 
duo, lack in precision they more 





compen 
and personality. Wholesome college 


sate for in appearance | bu 


girl and boy looks pulls up the 
routine handsomely. Femme gathers 
hand-patter with a single despite the 
damaging musical background, while 
Rollo scores as a drunk on eight-foot 
stilts. Also gets a laugh by using a 
long-handled plunger (the kind 
that’s tried before the plumber is 
called) for a cane. Gal joins on 
stilts in natty full-dress and topper 
and the pair go into a socko aerial 
jitterbug routine for the getaway. 

House well-filled at last show 
opening day (Friday). 


STATE, N. Y. 


Eddie Cantor, Ann Miller, Bert 
Gordon, Kay St. Germain, Bert 
Parks, Sidney Fields, Fairchild and 
Carroll, Cobina Wright, Jr., Harri- 
son and Fisher, Ruby Zwerling’s 
house orchestra; ‘It’s a Wonderful 
World’ (M-G). 





three days after his windup with 
Camel cigarets, is in at the State on 
50% from the first dollar and appar- 
ently has geared himself for maxi- 
mum possible revenue. During the 
supper show of the opening day 
(Thursday) he told a capacity audi- 
ence that he had just been informed 
by the manager that up to 6 p.m. he 
had broken all house records. That 
50-50 angle reflected itself in his next 
statement. He pleaded with the 
audience that they be good s»orts, 
if they had alreadv seen the com- 
plete bill, and leave so that 1,000 
people waiting outside could get in. 
The exiting flock mus‘: have been 
puzzled by the appeal because, while 
there were standees and a hefty line 
at the boxoffice, the lobby was clear. 

As for Cantor and his unit, the 
excitement out front fluctuates with 
the presence and absence of the 
comic himself. While the audience 
treats everybody on the bill gener- 
ously they dote on everything Can- 
tor says and his every piece of busi- 
ness. Cantor plays to this pervad- 
ing sense of intimacy for all that it 
is worth. He keeps reminding them 
that he hasn’t forgotten his East Side 
origin; also that the status he now 
enjoys hasn’t given him hoity-toity 
ideas about humor. In line with 
that he ad libs quite a bit in Yiddish 
dialect comedy. One gag that he 
makes much of has to do with long 
drawers that have a button on either 
side of the hip, and a segment that 
can flap in the breeze when one has 
to get up at night. Cantor does lots 
of singing, most of it medleys and 
parodies of tunes he has popular- 
ized. 

Personnel of the unit consists of 
those who have worked with him 
on the Camel Caravan plus Ann 
Miller, who played the ballet pupil in 
*You Can’t Take It With You’ (Col); 
Cobina Wright, Jr.. New York social- 
ite (New Acts), who has worked in 
the swankier niteries; and the stand- 
ard dancing team of Harrison 
and Fisher. It’s all nicely rou- 
tined. Performance caught ran five 
minutes under the hour, 

Show opens with Cantor doing a 
brief monolog. He next introduces 
the announcer on the program, Bert 
Parks, and after a bit of crossfire 
Cantor delivers a medley. Miss Mill- 
er, who looks good and costumes 
herself attractively, then takes over 
for an assortment of precision tap 
dancing that stirs the customers and 
reveals that the girl is going places. 
Her cleats give out heaps of sweet 
rhythm, she has a manner that in- 
gratiates and, besides these two as- 
sets, there’s a youthful verve that 
counts in a big way. 

Cantor and Sidney Fields—the ar- 
gumentative “Mr. Guffy’ on the 
Camel program—pile up plenty of 
laughs in the succeeding interlude. 
Comedian does the feeding and Fields 
makes every bit of his yammering 
count. From Edgar. Fairchild and 
Edgar Carroll at the twin pianos 
come a goodly mixture of concert- 
izing, even though the pace is let 
down somewhat. 

After another medley Cantor 
brings out Bert Gordon, who has 
built himself into high favor as ‘The 
Mad Russian,’ for one of their typi- 
cal exchanges. The result is sock 
plus. Miss Wright, svelte of figure 
and particularly fair of face and 
hair, joins them for a three-way 
pitching of hokum. The badinage 
revolves around her attempt to give 
Gordon a singing lesson. The three- 
some make a curious spectacle, but 
Miss Wright manages to pass muster 
as a stooge. She also carols a cur- 
rent pop tune. Her figure, face and 
garb have a wide edge on her throaty 
style of singing. 

Kay St. Germain, who is intro- 
duced as having appeared on the 
Camel show several times, lifts the 
singing department several notches 
with her rhythmic byplay on ‘It 
Ain’t What You Do.’ She encores 
with a nifty arrangement of melo- 
dies framed around ‘Water Boy,’ 
Parks lending a Dixie obbligato. 

For the next inning it’s Cantor 
again but in a Shirley Temple get- 
up. Following an entrance that 
rocks the house he cuts loose with 
a cogs | on ‘Good Ship Lollipop’ in 
which he recounts the woes of a 
moppet star. Harrison and Fisher oc- 
cupy the spot into which the Mor- 
gan Dancers had originally been 
booked and pour heaps of faultless 
grace and rhythm into it. They do 

one number, an adagio waltz, 
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LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, June 30. 
Bert Wheeler with Hank Ladd and 
Francetta ye Medley & Dupree, 
George and Jack Dormonde, Ginger 
Manners, Glamor Girls (12), ‘Ko- 
komo’ (WB). 








This is the swan song of flesh here 
with house due to close Thursday 
(6) because of a stagehand walkout. 
The exit will be a laughing one, how- 
(ever, with present show consisting 
i of all comedy acts, advertised as the 
| ‘Crazy Show.” Bert Wheeler and his 
‘assistants take up 25 of the 64-min- 


ute running time, Spotted near the 
end of the show, Wheeler has the 
excellent assistance of straight-man 
Hank Ladd, who, posing as the as- 
sistant house manager, attempts to 
needle him. Francetta Malloy lends 
a feminine influence to the turn, but 
is on the stage only a short time to 
| assist with gags. An unbilled acrobat 
adds to the confusion by turning 
|hand springs across the _ stage. 
Wheeler’s funniest bit is his encore, 
when he comes on singly to con- 
| fidentially discuss the other members 
of the act with the audience. 


The Glamor Girls (12) open and 
close show. Start with balloon num- 
ber, which is colorful, but display 
more ability in closing, a dance of 
nations, stepping out in pairs to give 
impression of various dances of for- 
eign countries. 

Ginger Manners works hard with 
her song impressions, mixing in mug- 
ging, body contortions, jitter-bug- 
ging and imitations. Her songs could 
be shortened to help with the punch. 
Otherwise she sells well, being a 
looker. 

George and Jack Dormonde add to 
the comedy antics with expert riding 
on unicycles, Highlight of the turn 
is a polo game played on the wheels. 
Medley and Dupree bring back ten- 
der memories to vet vaude patrons, 
as they haven't changed a line in 
years. The old gags seem to be the 
best, however, as the audience 
chuckles plenty. They use all the 
props—a break-away victrola, guns, 
song breakup, jerks thru back cur- 
tain and a stooge who finally wins 
his salvo by top tenoring ‘Irish Eyes.’ 

Other acts are okay, but it’s Bert 
Wheeler who makes the shaw. With 
closing, town will be fleshless and 
patrons are turning out well to take 
their last look. Biz fair at third show 
Friday (30). Kiley. 


EMBASSY, N.' Y. 


(NEWSREEL) 











There are about 50 clips from the 
five newsreels on this program. And ' 
it’s a toss-up as to coverage, im- 
portance of subjects caught and 
handling. In the absence of any 
highly vital photographic news, the 
cameramen have dipped into human 
interest and comedy with fair effect. 
Bill has variety, if nothing else. 

Garden party tossed by Roosevelt 

for 24 governors (Fox) is dull. Visit 
of governors to West Point and a 
summer dress parade of the cadets 
(Metrotone) provides chance for 
palm-thumping. Same reel gets a 
slick story out of Variety club award 
to Father Flanagan and his Boys- 
town. 
Shots of participants in Louis- 
Galento fight and closeup interview 
with Joe Louis gets adequate cover- 
age from Paramount. news- 
reel takes part of the curse off the 
‘local boy visiting Waukegan, III.,’ 
publicity clip by original coverage | 
and use of a narrator sounding 
ee like Fred Allen. Mem- 
bers of Jack Benny’s new picture 
= get almost as good break as the 
star. 

Pathe and Fox get worked up over | 
the shift in Louisiana governors. Fox. 
gets in a plug for cameraman Eric 
Mayell, shown with Admiral Yarnell, 
in connection with his recent arrest 
in the Orient. Par tosses in some 
human interest with clips of U. S.| 
Sailors leaving France with new. 
wives. Parade of Italians in Brook- 
lyn is part of Universal's coverage. 

Movietone grabs sports laurels 
with its interesting handling of 
Swedish gymnasts at the N. Y. Fair, 
Australian whippet racing, Harvard- 
Yale boat race, a Tokio baseball 


a 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Gene Krupa band (14) with Irene 
Daye, Andrews Sisters (3), Cliff 
Nazarro, 3 Trojans; Don Baker 
(organ); ‘Man About Town’ (Par) 
reviewed in Variety, June 14. 








With Jack Benny’s best Par picture 
to date, the stage draw of Gene 
Krupa and the Andrews Sisters a 
healthful fortnight is assured and in- 
sured at this house, and more likely 
three weeks. It’s a well primed 
coupling of variety bandshow enter. 
tainment and seasonal screen fare. 

It’s a repeat for Gene Krupa, doyen 
of the drumskins, who has been here 
before with his own combo and 
when a feature of Benny Goodman’s 
jivesters. On his own Krupa is a 
vivid personality who gets across 
effectively despite the fact he is more 
or less anchored to his traps. There 
have been drummer-maestros in the 
past, notably Lyman and Olsen, but 
somehow they never got going until 
{they threw their sticks away. Not so 
with Krupa, however, whose tom- 
jtom rhythm is the fulcrum of his 
| organization. What's more, he’s so 
skillfully presented that it's no 
handicap. 


His team of 14 comprises six brass, 
four reeds and a rhythm section of 
four including himself. The clarinet- 
ist gets the major _ spotlighting, 
notably in a rhythm number. But in 
the main it’s smooth swingo. Irene 
Daye, feature vocalist, is a comely 
chanteuse who is stronger on ballads 
such as ‘You Taught Me to Love’ 
than her ‘If It’s Good.’ Latter is a 
meaningless lyric and its major ex- 
cuse is for her encoring stick-waving 
bit. She could handle the femme 
maestro bit better with a more com- 
mercial tune. 


With Krupa, the rhythmic Andrews 
Sisters are socko. The femme trio 
has catapulted to fame in short 
order, chiefly via their Decca disks, 
starting with ‘Bei Mir,’ ‘Hold Tight,’ 
‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ ‘Beguine,’ 
‘Rockabye Baby’ and ‘Well, All 
Right.’ That led to radio and coin. 
They almost had to do the entire 
book before begging off, and only 
eased out via a rhythmic scat piece 
of business paced by Patti Andrews. 
The gals are becomingly costumed in 
blue-red contrast and are palpably a 
es here, judging by the entrance 
salvo. 


Preceding the girls comes Cliff 
Nazarro, vaude vet, dating back to 
the mid-20s when Nat Nazarro spon- 
sored him as a new find. Since then 
Nazarre has come to attention via 
radio double-talk and a takeoff on 
the American Tobacco chanting 
auctioneer. All of it is neatly com- 
pressed, with proper inflection on the 
Hollywood background, especially via 
‘St. Louis Blues,’ wherein he par- 
ticipated. Krupa, who also has a 
Paramount picture for his back- 
ground, doesn’t make any reference 
to ‘Some Like It Hot,’ although it so 
happens he was the best thing in a 
very tired flick. 

The Three Trojans (New Acts) are 
an early interlude with highly effec- 
tive ground acrobatics. Besides Don 
Baker at the console, a Sportlight 
and newsreel supplement the film 
feature, A 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


‘ Chicago, July 1. 
Louis Armstrong orch., Alma Tur- 
ner, Two Zephyrs, Midge Williams, 
Gordon & Rogers, Sonny Woods; 
‘Missing Daughter’ (Col). 











Looks like a great box office week 
here with the Louis Armstrong band 
and a fine colored lineup. Armstrong 
and his aggregation are a decided bet 
on any stage and keep this audience 
rockin’ in rhythm. 

The orch has become increasingly 
smart in its musical treatment and 
avoids the complete blasting tech- 
nique for a new and smoother rendi- 
tion of tunes. It is a highly-listen- 
able style. Armstrong works hard, 
particularly when he takes over the 
trumpeting. 

Each of the acts on the bill is a 
click. Alma Turner is a nifty toe 
dancer with plenty of flair and style. 
Two Zephyrs get a flock of rhythm 
out of a washboard and a tub for 
an excellent getaway. They toss off 
novelty hoofing pa clowning also, 





game (with comedy kidding by the 
announcer) and water ski-experting | 
near N. Y. Paramount does summer 
sports. with a comedy golf match in’ 
California and some fanciful trick | 
diving. Franco's victory parade in| 
Spain also is nicely treated by Par. | 
_ Universal's Shriner parade in Bal- 
timore and its fur show are cred- 
itable items, especially the former. 
Both U and Metrotone milk plenty of | 
laughs with handling of Children’s, 
Aid Society kindergarten grade. Fox 
comes up with two trim fashion 
clips, comeliness of models being 
standout. Pathe gets some thrill 
shots from Jimmy Lynch's dare- 
drivers at the Goodrich exhibit N. Y. 
Lehr 


World's Fair. Lew comments 
on daring trick drivers in Nebraska 
and fancy bike riders. 


In airplane news, Metrotone shows 


Pp ing a 
course over the Atlantic and Uni- 








versal covers an Atlantic clipper’ 


doing slow motion fight and craps- 

shooting bit. 

_On the warbling end are solo ses- 

sions by Midge Williams and Sonny 
oods. Woods goes in for the more 

sophisticated numbers, while Miss 

Williams gets in the groove. 


Typical whirlwind colored hoofing 
team is Gordon & Rogers. Costumed 
with shrewd showmanship in yellow 
and green suits, they please with 
hot dancemania. Had to speech away 
when caught to let the show go on. 

Throughout, however, it is the 
Armstr orchestra that keeps the 
tempo and pace of th: show and sus- 
tains audience inte 

Business highly satisfyin 
supper show on Friday (30). 


at the 
Gold. 





about to shove off on regular pas- 
senger service. Arrival of new S. 5 
Mauretania is handed graphic co\ 
erage by Par. ‘Going Places’ (U 
completes show. _. Wear. 
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APOLLO, N. Y. 





Fats Waller orch with Myra John- 


Mae Arthur, John 
George Wilt- 
‘Street of 


, Nortons, 
seme Sandy Burns, 
House Line (16); 


Missing Men’ (Rep). 





w runs 90 minutes, of which 
one Waller is allotted about 30. Im- 
rovement would be a reversal of 
the division, with the virtuoso-or- 
chestra leader handed _ the bigger 
chunk. He’s naturally given top bill- 
ing and without a doubt presents the 
portion of the entertainment best ap- 
preciated by both his racial confreres 
at this Harlem house and the ofay 
ak part of the bill preceding 
Waller is way overboard. Its 
monotony results not only from its 
Jength, but from bad booking, too. 
Aside from a pair of dubious comic 
sketches, the bill has repetitious 
terping that’s strangely poor for Har- 
Jem. Elimination of either of the 
white and colored male hoofing trios 
—preferably the weaker palefaced 
one, unless there’s some particular 
reason for this ofay turn in an 
otherwise all-colored show—is neces- 
sary. A good novelty is needed. 

Standout of the Waller appearance 
js his playing of a Hammond electric 
organ, on which he does a consider- 
able turn at the insistence of the 
house. Peculiar stage setup is used, 
so that in addition to the regular 
piano on the stand, there’s a plat- 
form down front with a_ standard 
grand for Waller plus the Hammond 
console. . , 

Waller tees off on the piano, doing 
an all-too-short bit before introing 
Myra Johnson, his vocalist. He pro- 
vides accompaniment for her, with 
a soft background from the band, 
takes a short vocal solo for himself 
on ‘Two Sleepy People’ and slips 
over to the console for ‘Deep Purple.’ 
Continues with ‘Summer Time’ and 
finales with his own ‘Squeeze Me.’ 
First two numbers are exceptionally 
long, but the powerful palm patter 
made it impossible to get off at the 
conclusion of either when caught 
Friday night (30) at the last show. 

Waller’s organ virtuosity isn’t up 
to his superb skill on the piano. De- 
spite the greater opportunity for 
variety offered by the organ and Wall- 
er’s click with it on a novelty basis, 
it may seem a doubtful addition to 
his vet followers. Of course, at 
either keyboard he’s a sock sales- 
man, as heavy in personality as 
avoirdupois, 

Miss Johnson, with her lowdown 
piping, is as forte as the maestro. 
She’s over well in every one of her 
numbers, both on voice and ability 
to sell through her mugging. Wall- 
er’s band, with five reeds, five brass 
and four rhythm men—not counting 
the leader—gets little opportunity to 
show its stuff. 

Show opens with the line of 16 in 
a July 4 flag-waver, with Mae Ar- 
thur behind them as the ‘goddess of 
liberty,’ singing Irving Berlin’s ‘God 
Bless America.’ It winds up with a 
tableau of the ‘Spirit of ’76 Boys,’ in 
which are the white trio, whose 
makeup verges them on the comic. 
But it’s all okay. Gals come back 
for a Harlem number and the re- 
prise. Costuming is fair, gals vary 
in looks, from poor to excellent, 
while the terping is generally de- 
ficient. 

Ford, Marshall and Jones are a 
Negro version of the Slate Bros. Trio 
terps, cuffs each other around and 
warbles unintelligible lyrics. Would 
be okay with better vocal material. 

ree Sparks, rather unpersonable 
white lads, stick strictly to hoofing. 
Work in singles and pairs as well as 
together. Second rate. 

Comics are John Mason, Sandy 
Burns and George Wiltshire, in poor 
burley skits. The Nortons are a ball- 
room duo. Rather nice lookers in 
evening clothes, they show good ex- 
ecution, but very little originality. 

Prise scene over strong, with a 
oy alleged to be Joe Louis intro- 
uced to the house. He starts fisti- 
cuffing with one of the smaller 


Comics, who qui i i 
eS banes. quickly shoos him with 


Biz fair. 





ROXY, N. Y. 





Stan Kavanagh, Pat Hennin 
. g and 
Bettye Raye, Jimmy  Hadreas, 
ariton Emmy’s Dogs, Variety Sin- 
yy Soe eronter Girls (24), Paul 
 orch.; ‘Second Fiddle’ 
reviewed in this issue, eae 





Nice 40-minute sta i 
ge presentation 
Jells well with the Irving Berlin 
on ee on screen. Stan Kava- 
toners with his standard comedy 
Uggling, one of the best in the field, 


rds layout which is a neat va- 


blend, ranging from Carlton 
so ys Pets, long a topflight terrier 
u0 to plenty of song and dance. 
geod Hadreas goes in for eccen- 
posit Ping. chiefly in squat-step 
win ion, doing amazing taps and 
hoe while in the familiar Russian 
Pat dance’ posture, 
Be Henning and his comedy aide, | 
ino te ‘ aye, clown, contort and hoof | 
eft variety melange. The vocal 


out a the 24 Fosterites round it 





e latter looking cute in a new 
and neat ‘Robin Hood’ creation, With, 


- 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








prop bows and arrows, in a wood- 
land set, their bottle-green costumes 
show up effectively. 

Another good sartorial wrinkle 
asserts itself in the finale ‘Stairways 
to the Stars’ routine, where the usage 
of sequined sashes, some two yards 
in length, is a flashy but inexpensive 
touch, 

The film must carry the Roxy 
draw the next couple of weeks, 
hence the show is trim and lean al- 
though not suffering from the 
streamlining. Abel, 


HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, July 2. 
Harry James orch (13) with Jack 
Palmer, Connie Haines and Frank 
Sinatra; Ruthie Barnes, Mack, Wilkie 
and Dare, Four Ink Spots; ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G) and Galento-Louis 
fight piz. 





Strong holiday lineup, with flesh 
depended upon for bulk of draw, is 
coming through in pleasing fashion. 
Out of a succession of recent band 
bookings here, Harry James, while 
not a name new to swing circles, is 
a welcome added starter as a maes- 
tro and is bringing out the rhythm- 
hepped stubholders. As a master of 
the trumpet and a showmanly sales- 
man of his wares, James helps his 
band take on added interest for the 
portion of the audience not par- 
ticularly interested in jive, but in 
search of entertainment neverthe- 
less. 

Sharing honors with James are 
the Four Inkspots, jive quartette 
deluxe, who also have the quality of 
whacking out a socko interlude of 
entertainment regardless of pro or 
con inclination toward swing. A 
contagious tempo and adroit change 
of pace into basic harmony and 
melody earn for this outfit equal 
recognition from both elements. 

to a knowing reception on his 
sig, James lends a hand throughout 
with his trumpet, and takes his 
standard combo of 13 through a tor- 
rid version of ‘Some of These Days.’ 

Ruthie Barnes taps out two intri- 
cate routines of top-flight hoofery 
nicely interspersed with selling 
panto. Jack Palmer follows, step- 
ping down from his seat in the brass 
section for a double talk vocal of 
‘Well, All Right’ with band pitch- 
ing in for effective support. 

Mack, Wilkie and Dare, knock- 
about trio consisting of two men and 
cute femme, bat out a fast interlude 
of acrobatics, hoofery and tumbling, 
nicely highlighted by a slow motion 
piece of business that sends them off 
to a resounding response. 

Band number, announced' bv 
James as ‘The West End Jump,’ 
written by all the boys in the orch, 
presents an opportunity for a 
demonstration of the leader’s prow- 
ess on the horn. A bit of triple 
tonguing is a real ovation-getter. 

Succession of vocals by Connie 
Haines. band’s femme piper, who 
does ‘Don’t Worry "Bout Me,’ and 
Frank Sinatra, also with the outfit. 
chirping ‘My Love for You’ and 
Wishing,” precedes another swinga- 
roo by the band. 

Four Inkspots take possession 
here and it’s just a matter of begging 
off after that. Quartette of harmony 
singers, who accompany themselves 
with guitar and bull-fiddle, do fast- 
moving arrangements of ‘Ole Man 
Mose.’ ‘Your Feet’s Too Big,’ ‘If I 
Didn’t Care’ and, as encores, ‘Who’ 
and ‘What Are You Going to Do.’ 
Interludes of typical Harlem hoofery 
and sending help for a real sock. 
Closing number by band is almost an 
articlimax. 


Biz okay. Burm. 





Unit Review 


WORLD’S FAIR REVUE 


(ORPHEUM, MPLS.) 














| Exchange heads insist that the) 


knocks billiard balls together while 
juggling them to imitate various 
horse sounds and then rattles a pair 
of spoons rhythmically, 


‘My Hero’ is Edith Rudderford’s 
lone vocal contribution. Henry Janis 
imitates the facial expressions and 
voices of Groucho Marx, Stan Laurel 
and a half dozen other screen and 
radio stars. ‘Three Little Fishies’ 
proves the best audience bet for the 
Three Rhythmettes, feminine singing 
trio. Vivien Newell, precision tap 
dancer, works briefly. Strumming an 
accompaniment on the mandolin, 
Dolores Will, Minnesotan, yodels her 
own compositions. 


An acrobatic dancer and contor- 
tionist of exceptional attainments, 
Ruth Rice, grabs strong applause for 
her difficult feats. Charles Dosch 
manipulates marionettes in several 
singing, talking and dancing numbers 
with the behind-the-scenes assistance | 
of Miss Newell, Miss Will and Janis. | 
Four lads billed as the ‘Rhythm Rev- 
elers’ blow pop numbers on an as- 
sortment of harmonicas. Together 
with Miss Rice and Two Taps, 
they’re the show’s top performers. 

House well filled for first show 
opening day (Friday). Rees. 








oo 
—— 


NEW 


ACTS _ 





GIOVANNI 
Novelty 

12 Mins. 
Versailles, N. Y. 

Back in America after seven years 
abroad, Giovanni, formerly a stand- 
ard in vaudeville, very likely will be 
remembered by vaude fans. Into a 
nitery date here, as his first U. S. 
stint, his act is a natural for floors 
where it is simple to get to people at 
nearby tables. Giovanni does a pick- 
pocket routine that is both novel and 
very clever. 

As he seeks to coax reluctant 
customers to the floor as subjects, he 
is ‘stealing’ something from them, 
perhaps a wrist watch, without them 
knowing it. Then when he gets a 
half-dozen or so men out on the 
floor, he winds up with pockets-full 
of stuff. A part of his routine is in 
giving it back and, in some cases, re- 
trieving it a second time as a sur- 
prise gag. Throughout the act, Gio- 
vanni keeps up a running line of 
chatter that helps seli him. He also 
does a couple of fast tricks. 





Allied’s Nix 











(Continued from page 3) 





bad faith by Allied States Assn. in 
its entire attitude concerning the 
code and rejection of the document 
under ‘peculiar circumstances’ at 
Minneapolis during its recent con- 
vention there, 


Pointing out that an open forum 
on the trade practices pact was not 
held according to expectations, 
Rodgers charges that Allied’s rejec- 
tion of the code was decided the day 
before the distributors had an op- 
portunity to be heard and, also, that 
‘some of the Allied representatives 
participating in the negotiations did 
not want a code in any form.’ He 
adds that this appears to be con- 
firmed by the very nature of the 
report rejecting the pact covering 
trade practices and _ arbitration 
thereunder, 

The Metro sales chief also takes 
issue with Allied on other points and 
claims as a fact that Allied rep- 
resents only a minority, and a small 
one, of organized exhibitor groups. 
This, however, did not deter the dis- 
tributors in a supreme effort to 
meet the problems as they were pre- 
sented, Rodgers brings out. 

Among other things, Rodgers in- 
forms the trade at large—Allied ex- 
hibitor members as well as others— 
that any authorized actions incon- 
sistent with the proposed code will 
be corrected, including a planned 
revision of arbitration provisions 
covering disputes relating to clear- 
ance, 





NW Indies Sign Regardless 
Minneapolis, July 4. 


| novelty, 
| work. 


Even though Giovanni takes things 


‘from pockets, there is nothing offend- 


ing about his act. It’s a good cafe 
because of the close-up 
Char. 


THREE TROJANS 
Acrobatic 
|5 Mins. 
| Paramount, New York 
| Clean-cut acrobatic trio, billed as 
from California, and suggesting a 
;campus background. They do ex- 
| traordinary ground tumbles in simple 
|forward somersaults, half-twisters, 
and the like. They compress the 
gamut of the Arabian school of 
ground-tumbling into a snappy five 
minutes, and get more as result of 
their personality and presentation. 
Young and trim in becoming slacks 
and sport-shirts, the showmanship is 
further highlighted by working in a 
limited apron on the rising band- 
stand, It tends to place some of their 
agility on the sensational side, con- 
sidering the space limitations for ac- 
celeration. 
A deft turn that could fit into 
cafes as well as variety rostrum 
shows. Abel. 


SARA ANN McCABE 
Singing 

10 Mins. 

Versailles, N. Y. 

Billing herself as a _ coloratura 
swingstress, Sara Ann McCabe 
| adapts classical music nearer to a 
jitterbug’s taste, throwing with it a 
llot of personality, good stage pres- 


| 





ence and youth. She uses clever ar- 
rangements, and when sh: wants to 
turn on the coloratura heat has the 
ability to nearly make the rafters 
ring with her trilling. 

A looker, and shaping up as mu- 
sical comedy material for the stage, 
Miss McCabe came into the Versailles 
from the Beverly Hills country club 
near Cincinnati. he’s been in 
vaudeville, but now is considerably 
more polished. 

Her routine includes an arrange- 
ment of ‘Mocking Bird,’ ‘Night and 
Day,’ ‘Care Nome’ (swung very ef- 
fectively) and ‘Song of Love,’ last- 
mentioned in legit manner. Char. 


COBINA WRIGHT, JR. 
Songs 
State, New York 

Cobina Wright, Jr., daughter of a 
New York socialite, has been playing 
both sides of the rope in cafe society. 
Her professional appearances have 
included the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
and the swankier resorts in Sara- 
toga and Miami. The youngster has 
poise, looks, figure and a flair for 
wearing clothes. The least of her 
assets is a talent for singing, some- 
thing that can be easily overlooked 
when stacked against the other items, 

During her stand in the Eddie Can- 
tor unit at the State she does but one 
number, in throaty, straight caroling, 
with emphasis on the rhythm and no 
attempt at fancy tonal embroidery. 
At this stand she contributes a 
proper addition of class in which she 
qualifies both for rostrum or nitery. 

Odec, 


TYLER, THORN and POST 
Dancing 

15 Mins.; Two 

State-Lake, Chicago 

Bright comedy dancing turn com- 
posed of two men and a woman, 
Make excellent appearance in eve- 
ning clothes. 

Begin with smooth well executed 
semi-adagio routine that has a suc- 
cession of new twists and maneuvers. 
Change of pace is handled smartly by 
going into a comedy routine after the 
strictly straight character of the 
opening number. Act gets its full 
quota of laughs. Slow motion rou- 
tine is worked right into the comedy 
adagio number and is full of plenty 
of excellent stuff. 

For the finale, a whirlwind dance 
bit, loaded with some quite sensa- 
tional knee-drops by the taller of the 
two men. 

In all, a highly playable dance trio 





suitable for theatre or cafe anywhere, 
Gold. 





that the minute they sign it they'll 
| be agreeing to pay 20% more for pic- 
tures—that their product will cost 
them that much more, 


Now, outside the code, they point 
out, they are able to obtain readjust- 
ments on films and, for example, if 
they don’t play a picture they can 
settle for it at a compromise reduced 
price. So they figure they’re better 
off as is. 





In the face of the Allied States’ | 
rejection of the industry fair trade | 
code, many of the territory's inde- | 
pendent exhibitors, including mem- | 
bers of Northwest Allied, already 
have informed local distributors that 
they’re going to sign the pact just 
the same, according to exchange 
managers here. Several of the ter- 





operators, non-Northwest Allied 
|members, also have announced their | 
intention to string along with the 
| code, | 
| bulk of the territory’s independents | 
interviewed by their salesmen or | 
themselves are sold that they would 


Minneapolis, yy oe be better off under the code than 


Major Bowes unit with 
Mirkin, Two Taps, John Stanton, 
Edith Rudderford, Henry Janis, 
Three Rhythmettes, Vivien Newell, 
Dolores Will, Ruth Rice, Charles 
Dosch, Four Rhythm Revelers; house 
orch (13); ‘Susannah’ (20th) and 
Louis-Galento fight films. 





This sizes up as one of the weaker 
of the many Major Bowes units to 
play this house. Like its predecessors, 
it’s plenty long on quantity. While 
performers are sold as ‘the top talent 


of 210 Major Bowes broadcasts,’ with | 
few exceptions they fail to display 


enough ability to stir up much audi- 
ence enthusiasm. Nearly all of them 
are shy one or more of the essential 
attributes for stage success. 

‘World’s Fair Revue’ title has no 
significance in this case. Lone ex- 
cuse for it is a backdrop supposed to 
picture the Fair Grounds and a weak 
finale that finds the entire personnel 
in garb representative of the world’s 
nations. ‘ 

Barry Mirkin, the unobtrusive m.c. 
and orchestra conductor, confines 
himself to announcing the acts. Show 
runs off in front of a locally-re- 


| outside of it; that there are advan- | 
| tageous concessions, such as elimina- 
, tion of the score charges, which they 
cannot afford to forego; that it repre- 
sents at least some gain for them, 
and that it wouldn’t do at all for) 
them to stay out while their opposi- | 
tion goes in. 

While W. F. Rodgers, code commit- 
tee chairman, withdrew all proposals | 
from and broke off negotiations with | 
Allied as a unit, he nevertheless 
made it clear that the road would 
be continued open for its members | 
to sign the pact as individuals. 


town is reported by the exchanges as 


lied disapproval, it is indicated that | 
there will be a considerable number | 
of pact holdouts among the loyal | 
Twin City independent exhibitor 
members who are in the thick of 
every fight, and many of whom are a 
constant pain in the side for the ex- 
changes. 
The Antis’ Stance 








cruited stage band in accustomed 
Bowes fashion. ‘Two Taps,’ colored 
tapsters, get it off to a fast start, 
working at top speed and offering | 
some unusual routines. John Stanton, | 
in cowboy regalia, extracts music 
from a tooth brush and bellows, 


proving the Allied States’ turndown | 


What’s worrying the anti-code 
bunch now is the fear that their op- 
position, signing the pact, will re- 
ceive greater consideration and bet- 
ter treatment from the distributors. 





St. Loe Selling Slow 
St. Louis, July 4. 
Small headway is being made by 


ritory’s largest independent circuit | exhibitors in the St. Louis district 


towards contracting for 1939-40 film 
product, and several elements that 
have made for an uncertain situa- 
tion are attributed for the lack of 
zeal in inking contracts for next sea- 
son. First, biz has been spotty in 
this territory for several months and 
exhibs and distributors are not sure 
whether this can be attributed to the 
usual seasonal slump, economic re- 
trenchment of customers’ and 
whether it will continue this way. 
Exhibitors are against block book- 
ing and are satisfied to wait until 
the Government irons out this wrin- 


kle before making commitments. | 
|The code and lack of initiative of | 
distributors in pushing their product | 


also are elements that enter into the 
uncertain status here. 


Fred Wehrenberg, owner of a 
chain of nabes here and prez 
MPTOA of Eastern . Misouri 


men have called on him with their 


for further developments, as enough 
screen fodder is available for the 
next two or three months. 


Reports are current on film row 
that one and possibly two indie op- 
erators here are preparing to offer 
stiff opposish to the St. Louis Amuse. 


—— 


'mind’ on the subject and will sell 
product to the highest bidder, 





Natl. Gets UA Product 
National Theatres fs assured of the 
entire output of United Artists for 
1939-40, following closing of a deal 
in New York. Goes into all the five 
subsidiary circuits making up the 
National chain, embracing the en- 








of | 
and | : 
While sentiment in the smaller Southern Illinois, said the film sales- | ¢ss between the publicly-owned Ca- 


tire west and middle west as well 
as part of the northwest (Wis- 
consin), 

Deal, one of the biggest closed 
this year, was negotiated by Jack 
Schlaifer for UA and J. J. Sullivan, 
William T. Powers and Aubrey 
Schenck for National. 





Murray Confirms 











(Continued from page 31) 





in the French-language press in this 
province. 


It appears to be doubtful that Pre- 
mier King is fully aware of develop- 
rrents in the broaicasting field which 
may well turn powerful publishing 
interests in this province against 
him in coming elections, 


Tew restrictions against broadcast- 
ers may conceivably result in re- 
opening of the eatire question of 
station grievances with new repre- 
sentations to the government at Ot- 
tawa possible. 

Broadcasters fail to see why the 
CEC, which is a competitor for com- 
mercials, should be in a position to 
control and regulate them. In the 
railroad biz disputes and other busi- 


nadian National Railways and the 


favorable to the code, despite the Al- | next season film offerings and he Privately owned Canadian Pacific 
and other exhibs are content to wait 


Railways are settled by an inde- 
pendent Board of Railway Commis- 
sioners. Broadcasters may urge the 
adoption of a similar -rrangement 
for overseeing the radio business in 
Canada. 





Jimmie Lunceford goes into Para- 


Co.’s string of 31 nabes, operated by |) joynt theatre, N. Y., early in De- 


second run product which 


These anti-code exhibitors, ap-|Fanchon & Marco, by bidding for | cember. Booking is for one week 
the | but carries options to holdover for 


of the document, feel they’d give up| @™musement co, has been enjoying | at jeast one more. Marks first time 


more than they'd receive if they 
signed the pact. They interpret the | 


for many years. 


for crew at this house, previous en- 


No one will discus the reports but| gagements being at, the Logw’s 
code in such a way that they figure distributors are said to have an ‘open | State. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 5, 1939 














NEXT WEEK (July 7) 


THIS WEEK (June 30) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 





NEW YORK 
Stare (6) 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Chick Webb Ore 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Peg Leg Bates | 
WASHINGTON | 
Capitel (7) | 
Walier Dare Wahl 


cITy | 
| 


Kidoodlers 

6 Grays 

C Emmy Mad Wags 

Bea Saxon 
RICHMOND 


Loews (7) 
Maj Bewes’ Swing C 








Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY! 
Paramount (5) | 
Gene Krupa Bd 
Andrews 5 | 
Cliff Nazarro 
Trojans 
CHICAGO 
Chieago (7) 
Colstons 
Chesterfields 
Hector & Pals 


»is 





Yvette Rugel 


DULUTH 
Duluth (7-9) 
Bowes’ World's Fr U 
ST. CLOUD 
Paramount (7 enly) 
Bowes’ 3 An Show 
SUPERIOR 


Saperior (12-13) 
Bowes’ World's Fr U 








RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Ha'l (6) 
Nicholas Daks 
Tucienne & Ashour 
Eleanor Tennis 
Marjorie Matlin 
William Horne 
Rocketts 
Corp de Ballet 


E Rapee Symph Or 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (30) 

Buster Shaver 

Olive & George 

3 Heat Waves 


; one & Marion 


} Florence Wrman 





Pops & Louie 
Jackson & BI kwell 
Monte Carlo Gis 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (7) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 

4 Samuels 
3 Slate Bros 
The Ghezzis 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (7) 
Clyde McCoy Orc 
The Reillys 
Bob Dupont 
(30) 
Milt Britton 
Bea Wain 
Bruce Cabot 


Ore 





R & V Pickert 


WASHINGTON 
Farle (7) 
Ted Meza 
George Byron 
jloria Blake 
Al Clark 
Dick Salter 
Brunet & Joiy 
Sonia & Margo 
(30) 
Fenwick & Cook 
16 Gae Foster Gls 
G Andre Martin 
Loretta Lee 
Don & Betty Lane 








World’s Fair 








NEW YORK 
Aquacade 

Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
yertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
¥F Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Pete Desjardins 

Crystal Palace 
Rosita Royce 
Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 

Merrie England 
Ving Merlin Orc 
Dagenham Pipers 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 
Russell Bradshaw 
T.ouis Topps Co 
Harry Fetterer 

Old New York 
Marion Eddy 
Ann Pennington 
Amy Revere 
Marion Weeks 
Jean Bedini 


Harry Spear 
Fred Ardath 
Jack Conway 
Ralph DelIno 
Jack Howard 
Sam Kramer 
Jack Goldie 
Harry Pollard 
Hans Schweng 
Chester Hale Gis 
6 Tiny Rosebuds 


Cavalcade of 
Centaurs 


BA Rolfe Orc 
Steve Clemento Co 
Col Zack Miller Co 
Capt Wm Sterling 
Dave & Dolores N 
Bud Reagan 
Horace Lewis 
Howard Cragg 
Geo Gates 

The Gonzales 
Billy Keen 

Ralph Clark 

SG & Valeria 8 
Anne Wilson 

Art Boden 
Tommy Privett 
Basil Stadnick 














London 





Week of July 3 


Dominion 
Albert Sandler 3 
Trocadero Rest 
Arthur Prince 
Ernest Shannon 
Kaissa Robba 
Mischa de la Motte 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Macari Co 
CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Tollefsen Co 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Felovis 
Browning & Starr 
Premier 
Michel & Here 
Peter Brough 
Vedras & Mac 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Felovis 
Browning & Starr 
HAMMERSMITH 
Gaument 
Florrie Ford 
Scott Sanders 
Donna Sis 


HOLLOWAY 
Gavumont 
4 Hermans 
Harry Champion 
Latasha & L’rence 


ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Randall & Reid 
Haven O'Reilly 
LEWISHAM 
Gaumont 
Simpson Co 
Will Carr Co 


SHEPH'DS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Scott Sanders 
Fiochi Sis & P 
Donna Sis 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Michel & Hero 
Peter Brough 
Vedras & Mac 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Tollefsen Co 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 





Hutch 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 


Buddy Clarke Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 


Barney Gallant's 
Red Ringo 


Steve Harris 
Mitzi O'Neill 


Bill Bertolotti's 
Angelo’s Rh’mba Rd 


* }Linda March. ' 


| Diamond Horseshoe 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Stuart Young 
Billy Lorraine 
Bernard Grauer 
Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 
Tex O'Neil 

Club 18 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jane Reynolds 
Ruth Clayton 
Wilma Novak 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 


Club Gaucho 


Consuelo Solorzano 
Maria Del Rosario 
Maria Del Carmen 


Los Trobadores 
Opelita & Garcia 
Juan Makula Ore 


Coq Rouge 
Tisdale Trio 
G Sterney Orc 


Cotton Club 


Cab Calioway Ore 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ruby . Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 
Cuban Casine 


Aug Sanabrio Orc 
Quart Marcano Orc 
Dolores & Rod’guez 
Don Casanova 
Consuelo Moreno 


Noble Sissle Orc 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 


' 
Edith Dustman 
Douglas Duffy ! 
May Judels 
Du Reine Farley 
Ronny Roberts 
toss MacLean 
Hotel Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
j 


Larry Clinton Ore 
Enrica & Novello 
blary Duran 


Hotel Park Lave | 
Freddie Starr Ore | 
Bob Lido 
Al Harris } 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Tommy Dorsey Ore | 
Jack Leonard | 
Edythe Wright 
Skeets Herfurt | 
3 Esquires 
E & J Leach 
Art Barker 3 
Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hildegarde 
Hotel Plaza 
Jack Marshard Ore 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Wayne King Ore 


Hotel Savoy-Pliaza 
Emile Petti Orc 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel St. George 
Dave Martin Ore 
Dee William 


Hotel St, Morlts 
Jack Sherr Ore 
Angela Velez 
Omar Kayan 


(Sky Gardens) 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Collette & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 
8 Idlers 
Peggy Adams 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Iridium Room) 
Dorothy Lewis 
M & M Simpson 
Sam Jarvis 
Erle Reiter 
Chas Baum Ore 


(Viennese Roof) 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 
Nora Gale 
Harold Richards 
Joe Rines Orc 


Hotel Taft 





Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
El Chico 


Teresita Osta 
Herminio Gimenez 





Maria Luisa Lopez 
Julian Huarte Orc 
El Morocco 

Val Ernie Orc 
DeVera Rh’mba Bad 
Famous Door 

Louis Prima Ore 
Johnny & George 


Glen Miller Ore 
Tex PBenelke 
Marion Hutton 
Ray Eberle 
Havana-Madr'd 
Rosita Ortega 
Tapia 
Repe & Stella 
Patricia & Cesar 
Rosita Rios 


Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Ore 
3 Marshalls 
Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
William Adler 
James Lozipo 
Milton Saunders 
Hotel Astor Roof 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Gracie Barrie 
Ames & Arno 
Baron & Blair 
Bud Hughes Co 
Col M Prager 
Bailey Sis 
Donald Saxon 
H'tel Belmont-Plaza 
Ernie Holst Ore 
4 Squires 
Stardusters 
Floria Vestoft 
Joan Brandon 
Belmont RBaitadee-s 
Hotel Bik more 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Lvysheth Hughes 
Larry Cotton 
Bob MeCoy 
Fred Lowery 
Henry Russell 
Red Ferrington 
4 Heidt-Lichts 
Hotel Commodore 
Paul Tisen Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Stuff Smith Ore 
Hote! Essex House 
(Casino on the P*k) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
3 Barons ? 
Arthur Murray 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 


Betty Gale 
Hotel Half Moon 


(Coney Island) 
Harry Rogers Ore 
Terrace Trio 
Margie Mae 
Freddie Leech 
Jack Palazzo 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Orc 
Esther Shaw 

Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Milt Herth 3 


Hotel McAlpin 


3 Messner Ore 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 


Jan Garber Orc 
Jane Claire 
Vera Hrubs 
Nathan Walley 





Gien Island Casine 


Eddy Mayehoff Orc 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Motel Watdorf- 


Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Durelle Alexander 
Beauvel & Tova 
(Sert Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Georges & Jalna 
George Shelley 
Hotel Warwick 


3 Marshalls 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel White 
Lou Lang Trio 
International Casine 
Geo Hale Rev 
Herman Hyde 
Thelma Lee 
Yacopi Tr 
Honey Fam 
Harry Richman 
Allen Roth Ore 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Paul Ren:os Co 
Jansleys 
Arno & Arnette 
4 Feminine Notes 
Virginia Verrill 
Diosa Costello Ore 
K Parsons-A Sweet 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Joe Capello Ore 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Fave 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya 
Lee Leslie 
Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 
Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Comfort 
Gonz'les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 
Kit Kat Club 
Ray Durant Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Dotty Rhodes 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 
Pearl Bains 
La Conga 
Enric Madriguera O 
Tito Coral 
Trio Mixteco 
Movita Co 
Carlos & Carito 
Raul & Eve Reyes 
Desi Arnaz Orc 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Joseph Smith Orc 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Tisdale 3 
Larry Murphy 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Herbert Jacoby 
Hope Emerson 
Marie Eve 
Elsie Houston 
Greta Keller 
Graziella Parraga 
George Lloyd 
Marina & Sarandi 
Leon & Eddie's 
“Lew Martin Ore 





| Jce 


Wally Wanger Gls 
Miami Reem 
Jerry Livingston O 
N.T.G.’3 Mida’t Sun 


| Buddy Wagner Orc 
| Dorothy James 


Dinora 
Lee Royce 
Jeanne Walters 


Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Ore 
| Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 
Onyx Club 
John Kirby Ore 


Lee Wiley 
Maxine Sullivan 


Paradise 
Richard Himber Or 
Stuart Alten 


Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 
Gil & Mason 
Buddy & B 
Bob Parker 
Vicki Alen 
Barry McKinley 
Valyva Valentinoft 
Rex Weber 
Les Ghezzis Co 
Pepper Pot 
P’Andrea 
Bob Matzi Ore 
Amedeo 
Al Ferguson 
Iris Raye 
Prince Singh 
Place Elegante 
Karl Vineent Ore 
till Farrell 
Ben Kaufman 
Tommy Mills 
Irve Harris 
Rex Gavitte 
Plantation Club 
Chris Columbus Orc 
Barrington Guy 
Sally Gooding 
Ross Collins 
Joyce Beasley 
tene & Estela 
Ijllian Fitzgerald 
Al & Freddie 
Harris & Scott 
Rubberneck Holmes 
Christina Stevens 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Rita Bell 
Corlies & Palmer 
toberta Welch 
tita Bell 
Radio Frank’s Club 
Dorothy Whitney 
Fred Whitney 
Fred Bishop 
Ethel Gilbert 
Gus Wicke 
Joe Gallagher 


Rainbow Grill 
Rarry Winton Ore 
Marlynn & Micnael 

Rainbow Room 
Al Donahue Ore 
Aarons & Glancz 


Brunell 


Ore 


Biltmere Bow! 
Hacker & Sidell 
Woody Wilson 
Jeanne Darrell 
The Fredricos 
James Evans 
Pinky Tomlin Ore 

Cafe Caliente 
Chuy & Mayvio 
Diana Castillo 
Julie Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 
Eddie Aguilar Ore 

Cafe La Maze 
Park Avenue Boys 
Martha Tilton 
Bobby Sherwood O 

Club Bali 


George Yount 
bruz Fletcher 
Clob Versailles 
Jerry Lester 
Walton & O'Rourke 
June Sillman 
Leonard Keller Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Paul Draper 
Alec Templeton 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Earl Carroll 
Ken Stevens 
3 Lovely Sis 
w & E Howard 
Nirska 
Three Swifts 
Johnny Woods 
Four Hot Shots 
Lela Moore 
Susan Miller 
Beryl Walhace 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 
Archie Bleyer Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Bill Roberts Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Grace Hayes 
l.ind Hayes 
Joe Frisco 
Charlie Foy 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Manel Kealoha 
Kddie Valencia Ore 
Indigo Cafe 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Eltard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 
La Conga 
Chavez Ore 
Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendalt 
Grace Palmer 
Littl Hungary 
Valesco Co 
Mareel's 
Helen Morgan 


barry! Harper Ore 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 

AH McCreery Ore 

Retty Bryant 

Don & Audrey LeM 
(The Buttery) 

Cleo Brewn 

LeMaire Rhumba O 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 








Giraints Gibson (2. 


Gloria 











Howard Laliy Ore 
Joe E Lewis 

Faith Bacon 

Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sisters 
Frank Paris 

6 Jitterbugs 

Miss Trixie 
Chester Hale Co 
Ress Fenton Farm 
(Asbury Pk, N.J.) 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Ramon & Renita 
Terry Lawlor 
Eleanor French 
Cross & Dunn 


Russian Kretchma 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
Show Bar 
(Ferest Hills) 
Bobby Day Orc 
Beyer & Showalter 
Lucille Rich 
Skippy Burns 
Slim Tanner 
(Bermuda Keom) 
Bebby Day Orc 
Jean Burton 
Marion Joyce 
Martha Wrenshall 


Sterk Club 


Sonny Kendis Orc 
Jose Lopez Orc 
The Troe 
Bobby Hacket Orc 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Boogie-W oogies 
Pete Johnson 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Albert Ammons 
Tony’s 
Spivy 
Francis Schulman 
Jack Bland 
James Douglas 
Tony Soma 
Versailles 
Nicholas G’Amico O 
Giovannt 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Panchito Orc 


Village Barn 
Howard Woods Orc 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 

Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Orc 
Irene Stanley 
G & C Herbert 
Russell Dracken 
Margaret Scott 
Sally Payne 

Yacht Club 
Al Shayne 
Playboys 
Yvonne 
Omar 
Phyllis Colt 
Gilrone & Starr 
Tom Christian Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Marcus Daly 
The Top Hatters 


Neville Fleeson’s 
Mandelay 
June Kilgour 
Joe Ortiz 


Palomar 


Lionel Kaye 
Paul Gordon 
The Keen Twins 
Carl & Marjorie 
Artie Shaw Orc 


Paris Inn 


Dominic 

Shriner Twins & M 
Dowling & Davis 
Marg’rite & M’rtinez 
Ken Henryson 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monet 
Juanita 

Helen Miller 

Ruby Kahoe 
Chuck Henry Orc 


Phil Selznick’s ‘It’ 
Mauri Vaughn 
Alicia Graye 

Bill Lankin 
Lucille Young 
Wally Burke 


Seven Seas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 

Slapsy Maxie’s 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Plotski 
Andy Sorrelli 
Cully Richards 
Al Norman 
Moore & Lewis 
Rita Carrol 
Tommy Reilly Ore 

Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Johnny Lang 
Kay Gregory 
Harry Ringland 
Don & Beverly 
Tommy Blake Orc 

Swannee Inn 
Cliff Richie Jr. 
Juanelda Carter 
Eddie Bea) 

Topsy’s 

Ruth Denning 
Dale Waltz 
Wally Milam 
Mac Pepper 
Karee & Le Baron 
G Redman Orc 

Trocadero 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Tito Swingtette 
Ed South Ore 

Vietor Hugo 
Phil Ohman Ore 


‘CHICAGO 


Hadley Gls 

Bob Belmont 
Pauline Swaan 
Betty Grey 
Herby Walsh 
Red Fields 
Patricia Long 
Phil Levant Orc 


Blackhawk 


Jack Teagarden Or 
Bill Anson 
Don ‘Pedro Orc 


(Salinese Km) 
Jeon Loach 
Crusader Ore 

Bon Airc 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Gertrude Niesen 
Eddie Garr 
Grace & Nikko 
Jackie Green 





Johnny Barnes 
|} Rose Girls 
Brevoort Hotel 


(Crystal Room) 


Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrot 
Norma Ballard 


Broadment 


Herb Rudoiph Ore 

Tony Gray 

Sandy Creighton 

Martell & Dain 

Cowans 

Betty Storey 

| Ruth Phillips 

Ralph Hovey 
Chez Buckley 

+} Joe Rio 

Olga Anton 

Sam Bari 

Ralph Lindgren 


Club Alabam 


Ann Suter 
Sadie Moore 
Bee Haven 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Orc. 
| Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Cocoannt Grove 
Dave Malcolm 
Marion Ford 
Galante & Leonardo 
Harvey & Hoxion 
Betty Jerome 
Lee Francis Ore 
Colosimes 
Willie Shore 
Charmaine 
Bogash & Bardine 
Lee Mason 
Frank Quatrell Orc 
Pronaph Gis 
Club Delisa 
Mary Dixen 
Tarza 
Billie & Billy 
Zella Smith 
Wesley Long 
Patsy Styles 
Billy Eckstein 
Rhythm Willie 
Charies [som 
Partelle Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Gines Hat Rm) 


Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Rm) 


Or 


Jose Vera 
(Pompetian Km) 
Irving Margraft 


Del-Shore 
Geo Hamilton Ore 
Dolores Marcus 
Don Julian 
Margery 
Del-Shore Gis 

Datch’s 
Ralph Cook 
Dolly Doline 
Collette 
Martell & Dawn 
Dot King 
Knowlan Orc 
Edgewater ; Beach 

t 


Hete 
(Beach Walk) 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Woods & Bray 
Mildred Stanley 

Walter Bloom 
Parnell Grina 
The Nighthawks 
Marine 4 

Harriet Smith Gle 
Herb Foote 


885 Club 
Keith Beecher Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Belva White 

Famous Poor 
Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Terry O'Toole 
Al Robinson Ore 

Franke’s Casine 
Marion Ford 
Easter & Hazelton 
Billie Rogers 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Toasty Pall Orc 
Carl Bock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 

Hickory Ian 
Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Ore 

Hi Hat 
Marion & Denis 
Margo Gavin 
Kretlow Gis 
Sid Lang Ore 

ivanhoe 
Dolores Donar 
Eddie Rice 
Helen Sumer 
Kay Becker 
Vera Garrett 
Don Chiesta Ore 

a’ Aigion 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Spyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Keoom) 
Milt Herth Orc 
Dorothy Convers 

Liberty Ina 
Pinky Tracy 
Toni Jene 
Margie Marshall 
Dorice Waiters 
Billy Hill 


. Anchorage 
Nitza & Rawel 
Judy Cummings 
Betty McKee 
John Leary 
Roger Kent Ore 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Moyer Davis Ore 




















Deone Page 
Ruth McAllister 
Sunny Gillian 
Russell Carrell 
Lob Marchand 


Morrisen Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 

Manfred Gotthelt 
Sian Ritoff Ore 
June St Claire 

Nappo Gardens 
Angelica 
June St 
% Loose 
Bobettes 
Shermans ? 
Sandra Lyun 
Rita Rosek 
Genevieve Jacyna 


Old Heidelberg 


Old Heldelberg Co 
Octet 

Robert Kessler 
Franz & Fritz 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Raoul Kantrow 
Herbie Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Joe Reichman Orc 

TL Opi 
Gordon 4 
Beb Ripa 
Oxford 3 
Staples & Cerney 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Orc 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 
lion Niles 
Jack & Jill Warner 
Jerry Glidden 
(Panther Room) 


Clair 
Screws 


Bunny Berigan Orc 
Wendy Bishop 
Muggsy Spanier Or 
& Jitterbogs 

Carl Marx 


Silhouette Club 
Princess Red Rock 
Joan Baylor 
Jane Conway 
Joey Conrad's Ore. 

Silver Cloud 


Helen DuWayne 
Frances Fay 

Jay Gilbert 

Sherry Beville 
Marco & Virginia 
Frances Kay 

Hazel Zalus 

Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFaii Ore 


Silver Frolics 


Harry Harris 
Elaine Rabey 
Tony & Gene 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 


Billy Carr 

Det Carlson Gis 
Connie Fasesaw 
Dolores Green 
Joan Woods 
Taylor & Allen 
Flo Ash 

Jane Dare 

Don & Betty Lynne 
Carol 

Inez Scott 
Jessie Rosella 
Dolly Sterling 
Patricia Perry 
Carmen 

Sol Lake Ore 
Tripol! 2 


Skylon 
Jack Russell Ore, 


Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Gladys George 
Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 


Thompsen’s 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
Weiss 2 
Kay Norre 
Betty Saxon 
Alice Hansen 
Patsy Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 
rhree Deuces 
Baby Dodds 
Charles McBride 
Gladys Palmer 
Lonnie Johnson 


Tower Ina 


Sam Haas 

Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 
June Glory 

Lee Gls 

Naomi 

Wayne Bros 

3 Hawaiians 
Frank Davia Ore 


Town Club 


May de Fili 
Margie Dale 
Frankie Donia 
Eloise Land 
Kathleen Kay 
Byron & Willis 
Rob White 
Joe Nitti Ore 
Villa Mederne 
Carlos Moliras Ore 
Tony Cabot Orc 
Lucia Garcia 
Villa Venice 
[sham Jones Ore 
Vanessa Amon 
Chandra Kaly 
Rich’ds & Adrienne 
Charlotte Claire 
Orlando Ricalde 
De Quincey & G 
Winona Gardens 
Jimmy Ames 
Pat Allen 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucille Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 
Hazel Grege 
Frank Snyder Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


(Bargandy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 
A Murray Dancers 


Bevuny the Bum’s 
Larry Vincent 
Ellen Terry 

Beryl Cooper 
Harry Kahn Ore 
Kmar 


Eleanore Wone 
Tessie Nelson 
Hal Pfaff Orc 
Isabelle Daniels 
Virginia Gane 


Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Danny Rooney 

6 Continentals 

La Vah 

Wait Temple Ore 


Club Morocco 
Joe Armstrong 
Jewell Ello 
Charlie Gains Ore 


Frank Ponti 
Marrone & Gallo 
Kaye Allen 


Embassy 


Al Moore Ore 
Pedra Blance Ore 
George Clifford 
1523 Club 
Swing King Ore 
Beth Challis 
Ethelind Terry 
Mildred Giison 
Virginia Lindsley 
Marion Lindsley 
Beverly Fisher 
Dolores Merrill 
Lorene Rheda 
Gay 90s 
Charlie Ray 
Pearl Bailey 
James Simmons 
Bernice Arnold 
Reverend Boots 
Chic 
Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 


Hikiebrand's 


Charlie Neid 
Watson Sis 
Cosmo & Lolita 
Dee Dorea 
Carfield Smith 
Jimmy Holmes 


Barney Zeeman 
Cass Franklin 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Helene Heath 
Thomas Martin 
Caperton & Col’bus 
Lois Harper 
Jimmy Blake 

Joe Frasetto Orc 


Lexington Casine 
Murry Wood 


Artie Nelson 
Barnes Sis 


Cashie Costello 
Lexington 3 
Irene Kay 
Lide Venice 
Jack Griffin 
Billie Beek 
Peggy Martin 
Mariam Brome 
Crossett! Sis 
Jamboree Orc 


Athletic Club 


Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 


Bert Phillip’s 


Pep Babler 
Ethel Seidel 


Blatz Palm Garden 


Gabby Rogers Ore 
Al Buettner Ore 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Orc 
Chateau Club 


Stan Jacobsen Ore 
Belva White 
Magley Gls 
Ginger & Alma 
Jobnny Poat 
B & M Gates 
Jule Andrea 
Bebe Sherman 
Solly Ayres 
Thelma Ward 
Lane Arnold 
Chet Boswell 
Chez Paree 
Wally Valentine 
Orc 
Clover Cleb 
Harry Weber Ore 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Margo 
Peggy Hall 
June Cole 
Eva Thornson 
Club Ferest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Heien Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Jack Spangler 
Selby 2 
Janette Reid 
Millie Grosse 
Club Milwaukean 
Otto Richter Orc 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 

Club Terris 
Gordon Genschorc 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phi) Kestin 
Kathieen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 


Congo Club 


Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 





(Continued 


Dutkin’s Rathskeller 


Williams Ore 


Clifford & Jackson 


Doe Dougherty Orc 


nz — — 
| Eddie Davis Orion Chantry Linda Keene Rita Manning Cadillac Tavern Little Rathskeiler 
ly Avalos D'ncers Paula Keily Bill Lockmaa Jimmie O'Neil Jack Newlon Dak altho 
eo Alyce Brent Nita Carol Kitty Kallen Bar) Wiley Ore H Re} nolds O Tip T > 
e Duval Sis Eddie Le Baron Orc} Dodie O'Neil y re sain ap & Tos 
j ] “45 Armida Billy Owen Limehouse Cafe Moroney a red Rock 
| Ada Riviera Berni & Jovanna Bob Tank Orc tuby Bennett 
° | Lewis Sis (Ft. Lee, N. J.) Eddie Barron Scarey Gavin Kileen Ford 
| Feré Crane Ted Fio Rito Ore Blackstone Hotel McLaughlin's Doris O'Shea Victor Hugo Ore 


Manoa ina 
Leonard Cook 
Deanne Rochelie 
3 Debs 
Fieanoro 
Leslie Sis 
Yvonne 
Lillion 
3 Dervishes 
Shirley & Joan 
Billy Gates Ore 
Peacock Gardens 
Sylvan Herman O 
Ann Reed 

Purple Derby 
Jimmy 
Dotty 
Carita 
Billy Burns 
Ray Allen Ore 


Landy 


Kvans 
Kane 


Lillie Maye M & KB Mealey 
Madeline Sheridan | Anna Whiie 
Irving Brasiow Ore} Dumont 

Jean Lamar 


Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Orc 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Stamp's Cafe 
Bert Lemish Orc 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 
Bert Gilbert 
Ruth Martin 
Stelmerdine 
Charles & Barbara 
Silver Lake fon 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 
Alice Lucey 
Floredora Sextet 
Jane Patterson 
Wayne Barrie 
Katharine King 
Music Hall Gls 
Lillian Husso 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 
1300 Cate 
Camifie Robheris 
Margie Frame 
Nan Roberts 
Venice Grille 


Joe Reilly 


Bobby Lee Ore Ada Reynolds 
Hotel Adelphia Fay Ray 
(Hawaiian Roof) George Marchetti O 

Al Pili 

Prank Fisher 

Pau! Valencia Viking Cafe 

Suni Lavuvi Murray Parker 

Siafiafi Marty Burke Ore 

Momi-Kai Sonnie Stewart 

Princess Kuulel Le Schoones 

Lei Nani Rita Roberis 

I.ddie Valencia Orc} Billy Callahan 

Jack Lynch’s Arnold Bender 

(H Walton Roof) Wagon Wheel 

Vincent Riszo Ore Al Wilson 


Bella Beimont 

Bob Adams 

Henry Kramer 

Fiank Warren 

Joe O'Shea 

Al Bastian Orc 

Weber's Hof Bras 
(Camden) 

tise Hart 

Rudy Bruder 

Jules Fiacco Ore 

Helen Worthingtoa 

Bester Troupe 

Arena & Martinez 

McConnell & Moore 

Sinclair 3 

Zara Lee 

Bill Evans 

Sid Golden 

Signor Karmino 

I & T Shelienh'mer 

Eldoradians 


Yacht Club 


Jimmy Bailey 
Kitty Helmliug Ore 





MILWAUKEE 


Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Cornies Ship 
Ben Boe Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Bailey & Lamarr 
Bert Gilbert 
Fadya Kubikoft 

Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 

Mamle’s Grotte 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 

Motel Schroeder 

(Empire Boom) 
Red Roberts Ore 
Mabel Drake 

Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Marguerite Dibble 

Larsen's 
Ray Meadows Ore 


Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck 
Lindy’s 
Dorothy Paige 
Marty Hoff 
Victor 
Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 
Miami! Club 
Joa Rio 
Yvonne & Everet® 
Evelyn Nesbit 
Ray Martell 
Jay & Lucille 
4 Queens 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Modernistte 
Johnny Davis Ore 
len Esche 
Maureen Rosay 
Steve Swedis Ore 
Oasis 
Leo Shaw Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Ria De Vere 
Pegazy Hall 
St Clair & Durand 
Nooie Merrisoa 


Louts Streeter 
Bobbie Kae 
Paris 





Joa Gumin Orc 
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 PTP’S CASE HISTORY 


Considerable money was appropriated to the WPA Federal 
Theatre Project during the four years that the Government con- 
tinued to include the stage in the relief setup. Compared to 
the total amounts allotted to work relief, however, the theatre 
end was a drop in the bucket. That the FTP was ruled out 
for the coming season therefore should be explained. 


That a number of the nation’s legislators had thumbs down 
on theatre relief is chargeable to a press that, not infrequently, 
mentioned Communism in connection with FTP activities. Con- 
gressmen stated, after the appropriations bill was finally passed, 
that the aim was to withhold relief from ‘radicals.’ 





From the start it was intimated that radically-minded people 
were in charge of the Project, or at least, they were ‘pink’, It 
may be that such individuals were sprinkled among the rank 
and filers, probably fomented by the Workers Alliance, a so- 
called union. But it certainly is not true that the average 
actor had un-American ideas. Because of the tactics of a mere 
handful in the FTP many luckless professionals and those who 
have passed the age of general usefulness on the stage, are 
forced to suffer. 


In the first year of the Project, reports of agitation cropped up 
aplenty and some of the shows were charged with radicalism. 
That any plays actually were clear propaganda was never 
proven. Perhaps it is more to the point that the FTP was not 
headed professionally though for some months Elmer Rice was 
in charge in New York and later showmen were assigned 
similarly. Rice is anything but orthodox and has been quoted 
expressing radical ideas, but too far back to figure in the present 
situation. 


The FTP started cleaning house, but appears to have been too 
slow to soften Congressional opposition. It was not until heads 
of the Theatre Project became aware that their jobs were in dan- 
ger that they came forward to talk things over with leaders of 
stage organizations. ‘They either refused to take advice, or 
could not because of the maze of WPA regulations, Fact re- 
mains that when they were sought for information and adjust- 
ments of complaints, there were too many instances when they 
could not be reached, either being away, in conference, or they 
would call back. The latter didn’t happen enough times. 


Attacks on the FTP in the House were hardly warranted, 
because the committee would accept only unfavorable evidence. 
That Rep. Woodrum, the chairman, referred to actors in FTP 
as ‘fish-peddlers’ was one of the extraneous remarks, In the 
Senate, opposition to the relief theatre was almost as severe 
and some speeches were without basis. Senator Rush Holt, of 
West Virginia, was particularly charged with being at fault 
in this respect. He referred to ‘The School for Scandal’ and 
‘The Bishop Misbehaves’ as being salacious plays, evidence that 
he didn’t know what he was talking about. 


Those in the FTP and those still striving to obt:ia Federal 
relief may take some consolation from the President, who com- 
mented without equivocation that the elimination of the FTP 
was distinct discrimination against a class of citizens who have 
just as much right to aid as any others, They may also see a 
gleam of hope in the support of Senators Wagner, Pepper and 
Downey, who re-introduced the FTP only to have it kicked out 
at the last minute. Congress is pointing to an adjournment, 
and succor this season seems slim. 


Appropriations to the relief theatre averaged around 
$10,000,000 yearly, or less than four-fifths of one per cent of 
the total appropriations. From Oct. 1, 1935, to Dec. 31, 1938, 
the FTP got $39,993,000 and paid back $1,482,000 in theatre 
admissions. During 11 months of the fiscal year just ended 
the amount used was $9,900,000. Of that, $5,048,793 was used 
in New York, the balance going to gut-of-town Theatre 
Projects, particularly those in California. 


STAGE RELIEF GROSSED | REPLACES MARY MARTIN 
$29,722 IN 16 BENEFITS 


At the conclusion of its seventh 
Season, John Golden, as treasurer 


of the Stage Relief Fund, announces 
that 16 legit performance benefits, 








Agent’s Recommendation Wins Mil- 
dred Fenton Job in ‘Leave Iv 








A recommendation to producer 
Vinton Freedley, from a theatrical 
agent who caught her warbling 
in a 





Played principally on Sundays since 
fall, grossed $29,722. The av- 
eTage gross was $1,857, slightly 
above the mark for the previous 
Season and, for the first time since 
fund started, no benefit fell be- 
low the $1,000 level. 
0p money was drawn by ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,’ with $2,741, with 
e Little Foxes’ the runner-up 
with $2,472. Other fund perform- 
ances which topped $2,000 were 
— the Boys Goodbye,’ ‘Oscar 
; ilde” ‘I Married an Angel’ and 
The Boys From Syracuse.’ 





‘Heart Belongs to Daddy’ 
Detroit nitery, last week won Mil- 
dred Fenton the spot held by Mary 
Martin in ‘Leave It to Me’ at the 
Imperial, N. Y. 

Miss Fenton, singing at the Club 
Powatan, planed to N. Y. dn a phone 
call from Freedley. She flew back 
the following day, continuing her 
Powatan assignment until Sunday 
(2) night when she again aired to 
N. Y¥. for her Monday evening debut 
on Broadway. 

Miss Martin quit ‘Leave It’ for a 
Hollywood film commitment. 


vr 


NEW LEGISLATION 
MAY BE SOUGHT 


President’s Criticism of 
House’s Action, Calling It 
‘Discrimination of the 
Worst Type,’ May Be 
Opening W ed g e—Com- 
mittee Obviously Preju- 
diced Against Theatre 
Project for Alleged Com- 
munistic Leanings 


—-— 


HEARINGS ONE-SIDED 





i 





| Although Congress ruled out the 


| WPA Federal Theatre Project, there 

is hope that legislation will be in- 
| troduced before adjournment which 
will save the relief stage from ex- 
tinction. This expectation is based 
on the words of President Roosevelt, 
who said the action of the House in 
insisting on the ousting of the FTP 
was palpable discrimination. A last- 
minute appeal was made to the 
White House asking the president to 
repeal the appropriations bill, but 
this he could not do without scrap- 
ping the entire relief measure. 

When the Senate committe insert- 
ed an amendment providing for 
three-fourths of one per cent of the 
tal appropriation to be used for 
FTP, expectation was that the pro- 
ject would continue. The amount 
which would have been earmarked 
would have approximated $11,000,- 
000, insignificant compared to the 
total of $1,755,600,000. Prior to the 
time on Friday (30) when the House 
refused to accept Senator Wagner’s 
FTP life-saver, word was sent from 
WPA headquarters in Washington to 
suspend all theatre activities for 
four days. . 

The FTP actually ceased on that 
date and it appears doubtful that 
any more performances will be 
given in the near future, despite the 
breather provided for the 7,900 per- 
sons on the project in New York and 
elsewhere. The administrators are 
expected to announce plans for 
winding up the FTP tomorrow (5), 
when all hands will report. The ad- 
ministration department of the pro- 
ject is given 30 days’ grace on the 
payroll, while the others, including 
actors, stagehands and directors, will 
be retained for 90 days, expiration 
date being October 1. 


Saviors Flabbergasted 

Committees which strived to save 
the FTP were bewildered when defi- 
nite news came that the project was 
out. Sessions of the Federation of 
Arts Unions started Monday (3) and 
it is expected that, when the situa- 
tion cools off somewhat, that at- 
tempts to secure further federal re- 
lief will be made during the 90-day 
deadline. The other arts projects, 
including writers and musicians, 
were partially considered, such re- 
lief to continue provided that local 
communities or states defray 25% 
of the costs. If the theatre can se- 
cure equal consideration the outlook 
would be less gloomy to those af- 
fected. 

WPA theatre has long been some- 
thing of a headache for Equity, yet 
it has been a godsend to many un- 
fortunates in the profession. Equity 
always was prominent in getting fed- 
eral relief since early in the depres- 
sion. Emily Holt, now with the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, was credited with winning rec- 
ognition in Washington and the al- 
lotment of money for the relief the- 
atre. Originally the sums so grant- 
ed were considerably larger than in 
the last two years, during which the 
complement was reduced. 

At first Equity kept its activities 
for relief grants something of a se- 
cret. There was plenty of criticism 
of the FTP administration, but de- 
spite frequent changes of depart- 
ment heads, claims and controversies 
continued to attract too much atten- 
tion to that small segment of the 
relief cutfit. Speculation was aroused 
whether the project wou'd not have 
fared better had there ben undis- 

(Continued on. page 48) 
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‘Mikado’ and Aquacade Having Actor 
Trouble at Fair; Equity, AFA Involved 


te 





Tangled Ames Strings 





Boston, July 4. 

Lew Brown, the producer, final- 
ly cracked down last week when 
he issued an ultimatum that 
stage mothers stay away alto- 
gether from the ‘Yokel Boy’ 
backstage. One of the gals of 
the many mothers trailing this 
show missed a cue, resulting in 
the general ban. 

Apron strings got tangled in 
the wings. 


HATS OFF; YALE 
BOYS OUT ON 
ASPHALT 


A group of Yale boys was reported 
stranded in New York last week 
when rehearsals of ‘Hold Your Hats, 
Boys’ were called off by Ted Peck- 


ham, who claimed his backer walked. 
Peckham was recently ordered to 
discontinue an escort service which 
he started. N. Y.’s license commis- 
sioner ruling it an employment 
agency for which no license would 
be issued. Peckham claimed his ac- 
tivities in supplying escorts to un- 
attended women were under strict 
regulations, but two of the staff com- 
plained they did not get their right- 
ful share of the fees, 

Understood that ‘Hats’ was stymied 
due to the lack of $1,000. Show was 
announced to open tonight (5) at the 
American Music Hall, one time 
church, operated by John and Jerrold 
Krimsky as a cabaret where old 
style melodrama was given. Spot 
has been dark for some weeks, Show 
is a satire on college life, with a 
score. Most of those concerned in 
the writing are Yale juniors, It is 
not the show ‘Hold Your Hats’ 
played by amateurs in Pittsburgh 
last year. 

Lewis E. Gensler is reported hav- 
ing become interested in the venture 
following Peckham’s withdrawal. 














Original Straus Scripts 
For Sale in St. Louis 


St. Louis, July 4. 

The original manuscript of Oscar 
Straus’ operetta, ‘Waltz Dream,’ 
current at the Municipal Thea- 
tre Assn.’s alfresco theatre’ in 
Forest Park, and the notebook con- 
taining the first melody sketches of 
‘The Chocolate Soldier’ are being 
offered for sale here. Dailey Pask- 
man, librettist for the English ver- 
sion of ‘Lost Waltz,’ and a close 
friend of the 69-year-old Straus, 
said the composer had sent the 
papers to him from Paris for dis- 
posal. 

They include a sheet on which 
Straus pencilled the entire chorus 
of ‘My Hero’ in about 1907. The 
original ‘Dream’ was written in 
1906-07. The papers are autographed 
by Straus in both English and Ger- 
man and are accompanied by two 
autographed photos of the composer 
at the time his operettas were be- 
ing acclaimed in Vienna. 


Men Working 


Skowhegan, Me., July 4. 

Clifford Odets and William Koz- 
lenko are both here. Odets is putting 
the finishing touches on ‘Silent Part- 
ner,” a new play which the Group 
Theatre expects to put into rehearsal 
in five weeks, and Kozlenko is try- 
ing to get some work done on the 
first draft of an untitled three-acter. 

Kozlenko, who has considerable 
one-act work to his credit, already 
has a full-length drama, ‘Utopia 
; Heights,’ making the rounds. 











Performer trouble cropped up 
over the weekend at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair involving Mike Todd's 
‘Hot Mikado’ and Billy Rose's 
Aquacade, Although the latter is 
known to be cleaning up and the 
former reported to be flourishing, it 
was a matter of wages in both in- 
stances. Monday (3) Equity sent 
Dorothy Richmond of its chorus 
branch and George Boschel of its 
staff to the Hall of Music, on the 
Fairgrounds, under orders to call 
the ‘Mikado’ people out before the 
matinee, unless Todd paid the col- 
ored players the scale agreed on. 
Agitation at Rose’s marine show is a 
matter over which the American 
Federation of Actors has charge. 
Curtain was held Monday afternoon 
until the management agreed to pay 
off fully. 

Sunday (2) Todd paid cast and 
chorus of ‘Mikado’ a flat $35 each 
‘so there would be no discrimina- 
tion.’ After some bickering with 
Equity when he closed the show at 
the Broadhurst and booked the Fair, 
the scale agreed on was $45 for 
chorus and $50 for principals (ex- 
cept Bill Robinson, who has an in- 
terest in the attraction). Todd was 
granted permission to play Sundays 
with the proviso that time and a 
half be paid, That raised the amount 
due the chorus to $56, with princi- 
pals getting proportionately more, 
too. 


When Todd sought concessions 
from Equity, he presented a petition 
signed by all hands in ‘Mikado,’ to 
the effect they would be willing te 


(Continued on page 51) 


PLAYWRIGHTS 
FIGURE ON 7 
FOR °39-40 


Members of the Playwrights Co., 
who scattered through the U. S. and 
Europe after their season was under- 
way last spring, are again converg- 
ing on New York. They have seven 
shows more or less scheduled for 
production during the coming season. 
S. N. Behrman, author of ‘No Time 
for Comedy,’ Barrymore, N. Y., and 
the only member not known to plan 
a play for this season, is due today 
(Wednesday) from a vacation in 
London, 

Sherwood, whose ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Mlinois,’ Plymouth, N. Y., copped the 
Pulitzer prize and will soon go be- 
fore the cameras at RKO, is due 
from London about July 15 and will 
immediately go to the Coast to assist 
on the film version. He is believed 
to be doing a new play. Reports that 
it might be for the Lunts have not 
been confirmed. 

Sidney Howard has been back and 
forth between Broadway and his 
Tyringham (Mass.) farm, trying to 
cast his new play, ‘Madam, Will You 
Walk?’ (previously called ‘Summer 
Night’). Maxwell Anderson is on 
the Coast with Kurt Weill, casting 
the first of his two new ones, ‘Key 
Largo,’ for which Paul Muni is set. 
, Second show, a musical collaboration 
| with Weill, may have Bill Robinson 
|in a lead part. Elmer Rice, remain- 

ing member of the company, is still 

in the south of France, but is due 
| back in New York late this month. 

He has one play, ‘Seige of Berlin,’ 
| ready and is believed readying an- 
| other. 
| As tentatively outlined at the mo- 
ment, the Playwrights’ fall schedule 
| would run in the following order: 
' Howard's ‘Madam, Will You Walk?’ 
Anderson’s ‘Key Largo,’ possibly 

Rice’s ‘Siege of Berlin’ and then the 
Anderson-Weill musical, the Howard 
| adaptation of Car] Van Doren’s ‘Ben- 
jamin Franklin’ biography, the new 
, Sherwood play and the second Rice 
script, the order depending on a 
jnumber of unceriain elements. 
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Still Hope For FIP 








(Continued from page 47) 





puted professional management, 
Placing Hallie Flanagan as national 
director was queried because of her 
background as drama teacher at 
Vassar college. Equity, though in 
the van through the existence of the 
project, could not assume its direction 
because being a union. 
Opposish Biased 

Opposition in the House is 
clearly understood. The committee 
which ruled out FTP heard only | 
what it wanted to hear during hear- | 
ings. Never during those sessions | 
was anyone in authority in the pro-| 
ject asked to appear, although they 
stood ready to do so. Equity, like- 
wise, expressed willingness to lay 
the actual facts before the legis- 
lators. Just one disgruntled WPAer 
was invited, he being Charles Mor- 
gan, a stage manager. 

Morgan told the committee that 
every show put on by WPA was com- 
munistic and apparently his word 
was taken. This member of Equity 
also appeared before the Dies com- 
mittee investigating un-American ac- 
tivities and made similar statements. 
But Senators Wagner, Pepper and 
Downey knew differently and their 
proposed amendment was the result. 
It is from those legislators who are 
known to be friendly to the theatre 
that succor is looked for. 


| 


now 





‘Supper’ Soured House | in New York's theatrical district was 


If there was any one presentation 
that soured the House on FTP it was 
‘Sing for Your Supper.’ The revue, 
which stopped in New York along 
with ‘Life and Death of An Ameri- 
can’ and ‘Pinocchio,’ also some 
40 odd neighborhood shows, plus 
the circus, was in preparation in one 


|gime that it was first charged that 


| and 


tor in New York. For a time his 
management was effective and he 
changed the routine some, such as 
sending troupes to the CCC camps. 
He resigned after a row over 
‘Ethiopia,’ a ‘living newspaper’ play, 
which had Mussolini and Selassie as 
characters. It was during Rice’s re- 


the project had radical tendencies, 
another of the ‘newspaper’ plays 
criticized being ‘Triple A Ploughed 





Under” Another was a children’s | 
play called ‘The Revolt of the| 
Beavers.’ 


Plays liable to rouse controversy, 
however, were later not considered, 
one, ‘The Cradle Will Rock,’ 
was ordered off on the:eve of pres- 
entation. Perhaps most spectacular | 
effort of the FTP was the presenta- 
tion of Sinclair Lewis’ ‘It Can't 
Happen Here,’ shown simultaneously 
in 21 spots. Stated that 2,960,429 
persons witnessed 4,522 performances 
of all types in New York, 368,723 of 
which attended regular presenta- 
tions. 

Actors, stagehands and others re- 
ceived $98 monthly, which was classi- | 
fied as security wage, considerably | 
more than the pay in works projects. 
When the project first started the 
theatre people got around $104 a 
month, but that was reduced when 
the federal appropriation was 
lowered. 

Shutting down of the three shows | 


accompanied by a statement from 
George Kondolf, director, who said 
the ending of FTP was a gigantic 
catastrophe. At the final perform- 
ances audiences were told why the 
shows were ending so abruptly. At 
the Ritz, where ‘Pinocchio’ ended a 
run, the congressional action was de- 





way or another for 18 months. The 
amount it cost was highlighted, and 
unfavorable stories connected with 
the show appeared in the press time 
after time. If the WPA heads in 
New York knew the production was 
a mistake, so much attention had 
been given the revue that it could 
hardly be scrapped. 

The FTP in the metropolis started 
cleaning house, but too late. Dis- 
missal notices were sent to 1,300, in 
addition to slashes in the administra- 
tive end. There are 300 in the latter 
division, which was being reduced 
50%, which would have made a total 
cut of around 2,000, out of 3,400 cur- 
rently on the rolls. These let-outs 
were supposed to leave the lists by 
July 15, but the extension for liqui- 
dation purposes is understood to in- 
clude them, too. 

If and when the FTP secures fur- 
ther federal aid, the chances are 
that it will be a more compact and 
economical management. In the 
meantime, the settings and props 
will be moved from the various 
shops operated by the project to 
government warehouses. There is 
no problem about theatre leases, all 
being stated to have expired June 30, 
the end of the fiscal year. 


WPA at Fair 

Among the more recent incidents 

that appears to have riled the repre- 
sentatives in Washington was the 

FTP activities at the World’s Fair, 
where $225,000 was spent to build a 
small theatre for performances and 
exhibits of the project’s activities. 
Four condensed plays were to have 
been shown there, but the legislators 
thought it was wasted expenditure. 
There is no doubt that the WPA the- 
atre was not productive and the law 
makers favor more concrete results, 
such as road construction and build- 
ings. The FTP, however, declared 
its right to relief because of the cul- 
tural value of its activities, and the 
reason why the Fair project was en- 
tered into was to show visitors from 
spots where there are no FTP shows 
just what has been accomplished. 

Mrs. Flanagan did manage to get 
an audience with the House com- 
mittee last February. She said that 
$25,000,000 had been appropriated 
during the first two years of FTP 
and that total receipts during that 
time totaled $1,482,000. At the peak, 
12,700 were employed by the project 
throughout the country, nearly 5,000 
having been dropped, some being 
absorbed by other projects, or re- 
turned to the commercial stage. 

The FTP started in 1935 and in ad- 
dition to he presentations in the 
theatre district, maintained a classi- 
cal repertory company, which ap- 
peared in schools and colleges, a 
vaudeville division, circus, marion- 
ettes, Gilbert and Sullivan unit, Yid- 
dish, Negro and community drama 
units. Latter included veteran ac- 
tors who coached amateur groups. 

Elmer Rice 

When the government took over, 

Elmer Rice was the first administra- 


nounced. The cast mournfully 
chanted: ‘So let the bells proclaim 
our grief, that this small life was all 


too brief. Crew thereupon dis- 
mantled the sets in view of the 
audience. 


Writers’ Project in Doubt 

With the Federal Theatre defi- 
nitely tossed on the scrap-heap, the 
fate of the Writers’ Project is still 
in doubt. Under last week‘s 1939-40 
Relief Appropriation Act, the art 
projects must be at least 25% 
financed by local contribution. Ac- 
tivities involved are the Federal 
Writers Project, Federal Music Proj- 
ect, Federal Arts Project and the 
Historical Records Survey. Authors 
League of America and the Drama- 
tists Guild, some of whose members 
are affected, are trying to solve the 
problem. 5 

Figured it will be virtually im- 
possible to raise the 25% share in 
small towns and rural sections, but 
that there’s hope in the major cities 
if the setup can be adjusted. Matter 
is believed to depend on the terms 
under which the new Appropriations 
Act specifies the 25% local coin must 
be used. If it’s to be on an over-all 
basis of the entire cost of the project, 
it may be worked out and the proj- 
ect saved, though in a greatly cur- 
tailed form. But if it’s ruled that 
the 25% must go for wages only, 
there is figured little chance of rais- 
ing the coin. In that case, the 
project will fold outright. 

Although the Authors League and 
| Dramatist Guild are concerned in 
| the situation, their members are in 
a decided minority on the project 
rolls. Authors and dramatists nor- 
| mally work on special creations on 
speculation on their own time and 
according to no set schedule, rather 
than on contractual jobs at a fixed 
salary for a regular employer. As 
|a consequence, authors and drama- 
| tists have remained at a minimum 
| on the project. Most of the writers 
‘on the project are unemployed news- 
| paper men who formerly worked at 
rezular employment. Therefore, the 
| Newspaper Guild is more deeply 
‘concerned with the situation. 








New Relief Sought 


Washington, July 4. 

Attempts to find suitable work for 
‘jobless theatrical pedple are being 
made by officials of the new Federal 
| Works Agency and_ subordinate 
| Work Projects Administration fol- 
| lowing end of the four-year run of 
| government sponsored drama, which 
‘has cost around $40,000,000 since 
the opening in October, 1935. All 
reliefers stay on the payroll through 
September, without working, while 
supervisory personnel hangs on dur- 
ing July. 

On the heels of Congressional 
adoption of conference report on the 
1940 relief bill, instructions went 
forth from Works Progress Ad- 
ministrator F. C. Harrington to close 
the theatrical activities Saturday (1), 





the opening of the new government 
fiscal year. Conferences were im- 
mediately started by Mrs. Florence 
Kerr, deputy administrator in charge 


of the white-collar projects, to see | 
what can be done about devising a | 


program that will afford appropriate 
employment for the actors, front 
house people and stagehands. 


The theatre project was roundly 
blasted during the final innings. Be- 
fore the Senate aecepted the modi- 
fied Wagner-Pepper-Downey amend- 
ment, Senator Robert R. Reynolds 
of North Carolira, chest-beating 
Democratic red-baiter, yelped loudly 
about the allegedly Communistic 
leanings of heads of the FTP. Final 
action on the conference report was 
slowed down by a similar harangue, 
which included sharp denunciation 
of Mrs. Hallie Flannagan by youth- 
ful Senator Rush Holt of West Vir- 
ginia. 
for the project, although 
solons suggested Congress should not 


sins of the program heads. 


Powerless to do anything except 
submit, President Roosevelt joined 
the chorus of protests against ring- 
ing down the curtain. In sing: ¢ the 
bill, just before the financial dead- 
line, the Chief Executive declared 
that abolition of FTP ‘singles out a 
special group of professional people 


profession.” He termed the bill's 
provisions ‘discrimination of the 
worst type,’ noting that a clause 
aimed at any particular relief under- 
taking is a dangerous ‘entering 
wedge.’ 

Senators Also Prejudiced 


In trying to overcome the ani- 
mosity of the House, Col. Harrington 


gress might consider the receipts via 
the boxoffice as a ‘sponsor contri- 
bution’ toward the cost of the drama 
project. While they listened at 
length, the Senators were almost as 
prejudiced as the House Appropria- 
tions Committee, the record of secret 
hearings showed. Several members of 
the upper chamber fired antagonistic 
questions at the WPA people and 
made caustic comments on the argu- 
ments of the Broadway delegation 
which begged for continuance of the 
program. 


While Reynolds was careful during 
his long, rambling talk to excuse 
Mrs. Flanagan, the head of the FTP 
received a searing tongue-lashin8 
Friday night (30) from Senator Holt. 
References to the former Vassar 
professor’s own scripts heightened an 
attack omher asserted sympathy to- 
ward Communists. Noting she had 
made three trips to Russia, the young 
West Virginian did everything except 
accuse her directly of agitating over- 
throw of the Government. He called 
attention to the flattering reviews of 
her plays in left-wing publications, 
read bits of her dialog, and declared 
the Reds are greatly pleased at the 
aid given their cause by the theatre 
activities of the relief program. Prin- 
cipal denunciation was based on Mrs. 
Flanagan’s dramatization of an 
article in New Masses. Play was put 
on at Vassar while she was serving 
as professor, carrying the title ‘Can 
You Hear Their Voices.’ 

There was only casual mention of 
FTP in the House when the confer- 
ence report was brought in. Leader 
of the movement to terminate the 
work, Representative Clifton A. 
Woodrum of Virginia, denied any 
special hostility for theatre people, 
but declared Congress must wipe out 
waste such as that accompanying the 
project. Although some of the pro- 
ductions were ‘splendid,’ he com- 
plained once more about ‘unreason- 
able costs, ridiculous length of time 
for rehearsals, and inexperience and 
amateurishness of the people in- 
volved.’ The ‘subversive tendencies’ 
of the productions also were damned. 

Knowing there was no chance of 
upsetting the conferees’ action, the 
drama defenders in the House did | 
little except maintain their records. 
Representative Emmanuel Celler, of 
New York, repeated his previous re- 
marks about ‘worthwhileness, the ar- 
tistic advantage to the nation of the 
arts projects, and Representative 
William I. Sirovich, another Tam- 
manyite, emphasized that the United 
States is the only country which fails 
to subsidize drama and taxes the 
commercial amusements. 


Few good words were spoken | 
several | 


punish 7,000 jobless actors for the | 


for a denial of work in their own | 


and Mrs. Flanagan suggested Con-| 











Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Joey Deutsch, a ticket broker, was on the witness stand during one of 
the final sessions of the Lillian Saxon Schrein case, she having later been 
convicted of forgery and grand larceny from Martin Beck, New York 
showman, Trial introduced a number of scandalous allegations, but the 
ticket man’s testimony was of a more humorous nature. 


He was queried about racing bets he placed for the defendant and said 
the wagers he knew about were mostly $100 across the board. Deutsch said 
the first bet he remembered handling for Mrs. Schrein was on a winner 
which paid the limit and the bookie was nicked for $15,000. It appears she 
used half a dozen bookmakers or more, so there was no telling how much 
she really bet. 


Deutsch explained that when he was connected with the Supreme 
agency, next door to Beck’s theatre, it was convenient for them to have 
him place the wagers, He told of Beck placing small bets through him 
and also that the manager gave him tips on ‘sure things,’ but when he 
telephoned the bookie about the results, discovered that the race was over. 
District attorney asked the witness whether Beck usually gave him tips 
after the results were known. Deutsch answered, ‘Almost every 








time.’ 





| Jed Harris was in New York last week to settle his income tax affairs, 
then returned to Hollywood. He verified the report of being through 
| with legit producing, at least for the coming season. Harris said the costs 
and taxes left little profit last season when he had ‘Our Town,’ which won 
the Pulitzer prize, and a revival of ‘The Doll’s House.’ He plans to make 
pictures independently and has entered into a releasing arrangement. 
Showman quit Broadway at least once before, after he netted a fortune 
from ‘Broadway, ‘Front Page,’ ‘The Coquette’ and ‘The Royal Family.’ 
He went to London where he proposed buying a house and spending the 
rest of his days ‘browsing among the literati.” Then came the Wall Street 
crash. He returned after learning that he had been virtually wiped out, 


} 
i 





Some cuts have been made in the performance of ‘The Streets of Paris,’ 
Broadhurst, N. Y., principally with the idea of getting the curtain down 
before 11:30 p.m., after which the crew must be paid overtime. Second 
| night the curtain dropped before the finale was over, one minute before the 
| deadline, and, although the audience applauded for some time, it was not 
| raised, 

Back stage it was said that it was the result of strict orders from the 
| Shubert office. Overtime pay in that instance would have been around 
| $75. Audience with second night press left the house wondering what it 


| was all about. 


| 


| Nellie (Mrs. Frank) Harris has dropped Robert Morley and Harold 
| Young as co-defendants in her action against Gilbert Miller, Norman 
| Marshall, Leslie Stokes, Sewell Stokes and Random House, Inc., and added 
| Heron Productions, Inc., as a defendant. 
| She claims ‘Oscar Wilde,’ the play, is a plagiarism of her husband Frank 
Harris’ book, ‘Oscar Wilde, His Life and Confessions,’ written in 1916. An 
| injunction, accounting of profits and damages is sought. Morley starred 
| in the play; Young staged. 


' 








| ‘My Dear Children’ and ‘One for the Money,’ both pencilled into Pitts- 


' burgh for the fall but current in Chicago, snared some swell advance 


| breaks in the Smoky City last week through the unintentional courtesy 


of Paramount. 


Studio invited the Smoketowr critics to Waukegan, IIL, 


} for world premiere of Jack Benny’s ‘Man About Town’ and on the way, 
| reviewers stopped off in Chi for a day, caught the John Barrymore and 


| praise for both shows. 


| 
| 


prepared for U. S. consumption. 


Miracle.’ 


tomers. 


Gray nearly passed out. 


| Nancy Hamilton entertainments and returned home to write columns of 





| While ‘From Vienna,’ the Refugee Artists’ revue at the Music Box, N.Y, 
has been pruned, it has not as yet added the new material looked for. 
This is explained, however, by the fact the troupe is linguistically handi- 
capped as yet, and while still tutoring themselves in English they must 
painstakingly translate and rehearse any of their native scripts before put- 
ting them on. They have plenty of material, but it must first be properly 





His New York World’s Fair Aquacade having passed the 1,000,000 ad- 
mission mark in six weeks, Billy Rose has found that only five otter stage 
attractions in Broadway history played to 1,000,000 or more people— 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ ‘Lightnin’, “Tobacco Koad,’ ‘Great Waltz’ and ‘The 


At this pace Rose believes his aquatic show ‘should clock 4,000,000 cus- 





Clarence Gray, legit company manager, steamed up over the Louis- 
Galento fight, wagered $300 to $3 that the champ would not be knocked 
out in the first round. When the contender shook Louis in the initial sesh, 
He’s saving the $3 in an envelope, enclosed, too, 
being a typed vow: ‘I will never lay 100-1 on anything so long as I live.’ 





$679,644 from July 1, 1938, to May 1, 
1939. 





2 Go Commercial 
Los Angeles, July 4. 

‘Two-a-Day,’ former Federal the- 
atre vaude show, moved into the 
Orpheum, vaude house here, for one 
week, with options for a second un- 
der private financing. 

‘Mikado In Swing,’ with a cast of 
125 former Federal theatre players, 
is rehearsing at El Capitan theatre, 
slated to open July 10. 





Philly’s Finale 
Philadelphia, July 4. 

Federal Theatre Project called it 
quits Friday (30) night as its ‘Pre- 
lude to Swing’ neared the end of a 
third highly-successful week at the 
Walnut. There was considerable 
doubt whether the Friday perform- 
ance could be given because of the 
demand that sets and props be in 
the federal warehouse before mid- 
night. Reports first that the Wal- 
nut would be closed, then that it 





Latest financial statement showed 
New York operations consumed more | 
than half of the $9,900,000 spent for | 
11 months of the past fiscal year, with 
California taking about one-sixth. In 
no other state did the outlay top 
$100,000. The New York total was 
$5,048,993, and California’s $1,793,300. 
For New York City, the break-down 
showed $4,771,177. Los Angeles’ fig- 
ure was $1,419,833. On the credit side | 





of the ledger were admissions of} 


would be open, were broadcast by 
all the city’s radio stations. 
First broadcast was made on re- 


| ceipt of word from Washington in 


the morning. Inasmuch as there was 
a heavy advance sale, however, 
project officials got in touch with 
Hallie Flanagan, national FTP direc- 


tor, who, late in the afternoon, wired | 


an okay to go ahedd. A full house 
resulted. 

With the WPA appropriation bill 
not yet through at the time of the 





intermission, Henry Murdock, drama 
crick of the Philly Ledger, and 
other speakers exhorted the audi- 
ence to wire their congressmen. Last 
week Joseph Becker, operator of the 
Walnut, which the FTP used on a 
50-50 basis, wired each congressman 
an offer to defray all expenses for a 
trip to Philly to see ‘Prelude.’ 





Dwight Wiman Denies 


Any ‘Angel’ Plagiarism 
Dwight Weere Wiman has filed 
an answer in the N. Y. federal court 
to the suit of Leo Sarkadi against 
him, charging the plagiarism of his 
play, ‘The Angel,’ in ‘I Married an 
Angel.’ 

Wiman, after a general denial, 
claims that the plaintiff’s work was 
in the public domain for 10 years, 
or since November, 1929, when it was 
copyrighted. He asks a dismissal. The 
plaintiff seeks an injunction against 
the stage or film version, an ac- 
counting of profits, an injunction, 
and damages. 





$30,000 PASADENA FIRE 


Pasadena, July 4. 
Fire in Pasadena Community Play- 
house store rooms destroyed antique 
furniture and art objects used as 
stage props. 
Damage was $15,000 to the props 
and $15,000 more to the building. 
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Centra City Festival Colorado’s Top 
Tourist Draw; Yeoman’ This Year 





Denver, July 4. 

Reservations from all parts of the 
U. S. have been received for the 
eighth annual Central City Festival 
(15-29), when Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
opera ‘Yeoman of the Guard’ will be 
presented in the oldest remaining 
pioneer theater in the west. The 
Central City Opera House Associa- 
tion, backers, is a non-profit organi- 
zation, and any losses are guaran- 
teed by Denver merchants. 


The Central City opera house was 
built by miners out of ‘pay dirt’ in 
1878. The mining camp is perched 
atop the continental divide and was 
reached in those early days by a 
journey up perpendicular Virginia 
canyon. Now boulevard-like high- 
ways have shortened the 45-mile trip 
from Denver to minutes. 

The seating differs from the modern 
theater in that instead of cushioned 
seats, rows of old hickory chairs 
have been left as the miners placed 
them. Hanging, too, is the crystal 
chandelier, and the murals _ that 
graced the ceiling and walls have 
been cleaned and touched up a bit 
for the modern audience to marvel 
at the taste of men far from what 
was then called civilization. On the 
stage of the opera house trod Mo- 
jeska, Joseph Jefferson, Saivini and 
other great stars of the day. 

Then came the Leadville gold 
strike and Central City emptied like 
a sieve. The old opera house was 
then opened only occasionally and 
eventually only the mountain rats 
trod its historic boards. 

Anne Evans’ Idea 

In 1931 the ownership of the build- 
ing passed to the heirs of Peter 
McFarlane and was presented by 
them to the University of Denver. 
It was then that Anne Evans, Den- 
ver’s No. 1 patron of the arts and 
daughter of the second territorial 
governor of Colorado, became in- 
terested in applying a pullmotor to 
the ghost mining camp. She in- 
terested Robert Edmond Jones and 
they set out to restore the old theéa- 
ter to its former glory. In 1932 Jones 
produced ‘Camille’ with Lillian Gish, 
followed by ‘The Merry Widow’ with 
Richard Bonelli, Gladys Swarthout 
and Natalie Hall. Walter Houston 
played his first ‘Hamlet’ in Central 
City. Then Jones produced a musi- 
cal, ‘Central City Nights’, in which 
he caught the gay past of the mining 
town. Then a revival of ‘The Gondo- 
liers’, followed by ‘The Doll's House’ 
with Ruth Gordon, Dennis King, Sam 
Jaffe and Walter Slezak, which made 
its debut in Central City before go- 
ing on the road and later to N.Y., 
and last season Helen Chandler, 


Bramwell Fletcher, Nance O'Neill 
and Percy Waram played ‘Ruy 
Blas’. 


Frank St. Leger is producing ‘Yeo- 
man of the Guard’ with an expensive 
cast including Anna Kaskas, Hilda 
Burke, Charles Kullman and Arthur 
Anderson of the Metropolitan opera 
company; Richard Hale, Natalie Hall, 
Mark Daniels, John Jameson, Clair 
Kramer. Felix Brentano, Max Rein- 
hart’s associate, is stage director, 
Pancho Gates is back doing the set- 
tings, A group of 35 localities, re- 
hearsing for the past two months, 
will make up the chorus. 

Once a novelty to the mining com- 
munity, this annual play festival has 

me an established institution and 
Tates as Colorado’s major tourist at- 
traction. The famous old Teller 
house, a five-story hotel without an 
elevator, the Glory Hole, one of the 
richest mines in what was once the 
Tichest square mile on earth, are 
among the attractions that lure the 
visitor. The town last year attracted 
more tourists than Estes Park, famed 
Colorado vacation spot. 

The usual night club, operating 
Saturday and Thursday nights in 
the Teller House dining room, will 
have John Hoysradt as its draw. 

Seats for the opera house run from 
$2 to $5 top for opening night. 





Huston-Skinner 


a Schenectady, N. Y., July 4. 

Philip Huston will be the new 
leading man of the Mohawk Drama 
Festival company, making his first 
appearance opposite Cornelia Otis 
Skinner: in Edward Sheldon’s ‘Ro- 
—— opening July 11. Frank 
wm bas been substituted for 
rnin Hampden in title part of 
renee ‘Abraham Lincoln’, 
— James Kirkwood feature. 
tank Craven, rather than Thomas 





Mitchell, will have the lead in 
Thornton Wilder’s ‘Our Town’. 
June Walker will play opposite 
Charles Coburn in Moliere’s ‘School 
for Husbands’, repeating the part 
she did in the Theatre Guild produc- 
tion. Fairfax Burgher and James 
Jolley, also of the Guild cast, will be 
included. Jose Ruben will direct 
several of the Mohawk shows. 


Me. Barns Have B. O. 
Portland, Me., July 4. 


Strawhat biz in this area has been | 


quite healthy, with several majors 


boasting of returns that bespeak a | 


September profit balance. 

Menace of the New York World's 
Fair is being cried down by depe- 
sters with argument that city folks 

(Continued on page 51) 


Straus Dream’ 
In Smash $4500 


St. Louis Preem 








St. Louis, July 4. 


Amid modern § settings, Oscar 
Straus’ ‘Waltz Dream,’ presented 
here in 1920, returned to the St. 


Louis municipal theatre assn.’s al 
fresco theatre in Forest Park last 
night (Tuesday) for a seven-night 
stand. Swell weather, plus influx 
of out-of-towners brought out an 
opening-night mob that overflowed 
onto the lawn and grossed approxi- 
mately $4,500, best opener of the 
current season. 

Outstanders among the warblers 
are Hazel Hayes, the prima, who 
clicked big in her local debut in 
‘Queen High’ several weeks ago; 
Robert Shafer, a clicker in ‘Ka- 
tinka’ during his initial appearance 
here, and Gladys Baxter, a fave of 
several seasons. Charles Kemper, 
comedian, scored in his local bow, 
working with William Lynn, Billy 
Taylor and Doris Patson, Nina 
Strogonova, ballerina, in her third 
straight week, again clicked in her 
specialties as did Alexis Rotov, Rus- 
sian dancer, who made preem in 
local open air playhouse. 

‘Katinka’ finished run Sunday (2) 
with approximately $35,000, fair. 
Threats of rain on several nights 
offset swell bally and 100% raves 
from crix. Piece attracted 58,000, 
2,000 more than turned out for ‘Lost 
Waltz’ previous week. 


Berlin in Catskills To 
Spend Intensive Summer; 
DeSylva Musical First 


Irving Berlin has repaired to his 
new Catskill Mt. (New York) place 
and will write all summer, working 
first on a show he and Buddy De- 
Sylva plan doing for Broadway. 

Berlin is due back at 20th-Fox in 
the fall for a couple more filmusicals, 
depending on the trend in screen 
musical standards and_ boxoffice. 
Berlin’s current ‘Second Fiddle’ is 
looked upon as a sort of barometer 
by both himself and the studio 
whether or not a new formula is in 
order. 


Hepburn Date Boosts 
Pitt ATS Subscriptions 


Pitisburgh, July 4. 

Announcement in newspapers last 
week that Katharine Hepburn’s 
‘Philadelphia Story’ would be in- 
cluded in American Theatre Society- 
Theatre Guild series at the Nixon 
next season brought an immediate 
boost in subscription saies at the b.o. 
after take had been languishing. 
There are indications now that 
weekly subscription gross for spon- 
sored shows during 1939-40 will be 
at least $1,000 or more beiter than 
past year’s $4,700. 

Only two other shows sei for series 
are Judith Anderson’s ‘Family Por- 
trait’? and Laurette Taylor's ‘Outward 
Bound.’ Some talk that Maurice 
Evans’ uncut ‘Hamlet’ may also be 
included but nothing definite yet. 











Broad Hint 





A player applied for a sum- 
stock engagement in upper New 
York state. Manager, with a 
Sicilian dialect, said he could 
have the job—but no salary, the 
payoff being room and board. 
Asked where the dining room 
was, the ‘showman’ pointed to a 
tent, adding: 

‘And how those actors eat.’ 


‘LOST COLONY’ 
OPENS IN 
N.C. 


Charlotte, N. C., July 4. 

| The summer-long celebration of 
| the 352d anniversary of the founding 
ef the first English colonies in the 
new werld and the birth of Virginia 
Dare, first white girl born in the 
new world, got under way at Manteo 
Saturday (1), with the opening of 
the third summer season of Paul 
Green’s historical drama, “The Lost 
Colony,’ at the huge Waterside the- 
atre on Roanoke Island. ‘The Lost 
Colony’ begins this season on a per- 
manent basis, to be produced here 
each summer. 

‘Colony’ presented nightly from 
| July 1 to July 9. Afterwards it will 
| be offered every Wednesday, Thurs- 
| day, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
| Production is under the direction 
,;Of Samuel Selden. Selden is being 
;assisted by Carolinians who have 
aiso been connected with the pro- 
duction from the first. The list in- 
cludes: 

Howard Bailey, production man- 
ager; Ora Mae Davis, costume de- 
signer; Fred Howard, dance direc- 
tor; Harry Davis, assistant director; 
John A. Walker, director of lighting; 
Wilbur Dorsett, technical supervisor; 
Gene Langston, stage manager; 
Lubin Leggette, supervisor of make- 
up; Wautel Selden, art director, and 
Walter Preston, properties. 

‘The Lost Colony’ chorus, com- 
posed of 25 voices from the West- 
minster Choir of Princeton, N. J., is 
under the direction of Thoos Cronk. 
Chorus sings a musical score that has 
additional lyrics by Green and is 
from songs, ballads, carols, dances 
and hymns of 16th century England. 


Beck’s Sec, Guilty 
On 3 Counts, Faces 
15-30 Yr. Sentence 


A jury in general sessions, N. Y., 
Thursday (29) convicted Lillian 
Saxon Schrein, former secretary to 
Martin Beck, in comparatively quick 
time on two counts of forgery and 
one of grand larceny. Defendant, 
who faces a possible sentence of 15 
to 30 years, is expected to appeal. 
She was charged with stealing $60,000 
from the showman, but he estimates 
his loss may range up to $500,000. 
Bail of $5,000 was continued until 
Friday (7), at which tin.e the court 
will pass sentence. 

Judge Charles C. Nott, Jr., was re- 
garded having charged the jury in 
a way that gave Mrs. Schrein dis- 
tinct consideration. He said the prin- 
cipal factor was whether Beck gave 
her ora] authority to help herself ww 
his funds, which she claimed hiv »>x- 
tended to her in 1930. Court pointed 
out that her allegation of having 
been his mistress did not give her the 
right to take his money. However, 
the attitude of the bench is inter- 
preted as sympathetic to the de- 
fendant. 

Jury was out three hours and 40 
minutes, after the court ruled out 39 
of 44 counts against her and said it 
was a peculiar case. Mrs. Schrein, 
who virtually conducted Beck’s legit 
theatre on west 45th street, dipped 
into his bankroll between 1934 and 
1937. She married Beck’s nephew in 
1928 and they have three children. 

As Lillian Saxon, the defendant 
was unpopular with ticket brokers 
because of her manner and methods 
of doing business. Some producers 
were aware of her attitude and de- 
clined to book the house, although it 
has been one of the most successful 
on Broadway. Her attorney’s summa- 
tion was something of a surprise, ad- 


























her definite financial rights. If that 
strategy was expected to arouse sym- 
| pathy with the jury, it failed. 





mitting the woman was a cheat and | 
a kept woman, but that Beck gave) 


But Little Dodges 


N. Y. Hipp May Be Razed This Fall, 


Wreckers for 3 Yrs. 





By JACK PULASKI 


The New York Hippodrome re- 
ceived a death sentence last week, 
but another familiar legit spot, the 
Little, apparently won a three-year 
reprieve from the wreckers. 

The Hipp, marked to go many 
times, is now slated to come down in 
the fall, and will mark the first 
| major razing since the elevated road 
| came down and subway construction 

It will 





started on Sixth avenue. 
probably signal the regeneration of 
the thoroughfare, now marked with 
shabby buildings northward to 54th 
street, which will probably include 
new theatres. Present plans for the 
Hipp site at 43d-44th streets, how- 
ever, call for taxpayers. 

Once the most unusual show shop 
in the metropolis, the spet has been 


operated by Mike Jacobs, reputedly 
the wealthiest sports promoter in the 
worle, for the past three years. 
When he took over, Jacobs said he 
expected to enjoy playing around 
with the Hipp and he booked every 
type of attraction possible from box- 
ing to political rallies. Understood 
the place operated in the red for 
around $100,000 during the past year 
and Jacobs has been establishing 
offices again in the Brill building, 
49th street and Broadway, near his 
ticket headquarters. 

Early last season it was thought 
the Hipp would again be turned into 
a money maker, by transplanting 
Jai Alai from Miami and Havana. 
That attraction started promisingly, 
then went into a steady decline. It 
cost $60,000 to install a fronton or 
court, along with other expenses, 
but it is understood the wily Jacobs 
merely contributed the use of the 
hall, Lee Shubert and Harry Kauf- 
man holding the bag. 

Opened in 1905 

Since its opening in the spring of 
1905, the Hipp had three distinct 
legit managements. Thompson & 
Dundy, who established Luna Park 
at Coney Island, built the $2,000,000 
house with the backing of the 
wealthy plunger John W. Gates and 
Harry S. Black, a realator. The 
outdoor showmen established the 
Hipp for spectacles and that policy 
was long continued in the 5,500- 
seater. The Shuberts then operated 
the house and in 1916 the late 
Charles B. Dillingham leased the 
Hipp. 

It was during the latter’s regime 
that the most spectacular produc- 
tions were staged, including ‘Happy 
Days’, ‘Cheer Up’, ‘Hip-Hip Hooray’, 
‘Get Together’, ‘Better Times’ and 
‘Good Times’, Showman brought 
over Charlotte, then the world’s out- 
standing ice skater. Ice ballets on 
a rink constructed over a swimming 
tank featured the presentations. Pre- 
viously the tank was used for diving 
and swimming numbers interpolated 
into performances, top star being 
Annette Kellerman. Stunt of the 
ensemble disappearing in the water 
was a season’s wonder. Effect was 
worked by the girls entering com- 
pressed air chambers. 

Shubert production at the Hipp 
included ‘Around The World’, ‘Nep- 
tune’s Daughters’, ‘Sporting Days’, 
‘The International Cup’. When Dil- 
lingham operated the Hipp, R. H. 
Burnside handled the direction, his 
contributions attracting wide atten- 
tion. Then and previously, Arthur 
Voegtlin was technical advisor and 
supplied any number of innovations. 

Equity’s Cencessien 

Because of the house’s policy of 
spectacles and the employment of 
hundreds on the stage and in the 
crew, Equity’s usual legit regulation 
did not apply and the Hipp ran on 
|'a matinee and night schedule except 
Sunday, when concert stars usually 
appeared. 

In 1923 the Keith interests took 
over the house for vaudeville and 
circus attractions. In 1929 Morris 
Gest made an ambitious presentation 
of the ‘Passion Play’, the interior 
being made cathedral-like. There 
was a wide range in grosses, but the 
Dillingham shows were rated getting 
top money, estimated takings vary- 
ing from $70,000 to nearly $120,000 

Last spectacle show at the Hipp 
was ‘Jumbo’, classed as a circus but 
more properly a performance. After 
many weeks of rehearsals the debut 
brought a classy first night audience, 
the backers including Jock Whitney, 
| Bernard Baruch and Herbert Bayard 








Swope. ‘Jumbo’ gained a reputation 
for Billy Rose, whose name ranged 
the height of the building in elec- 
| trics, but show ended up in the 
red for $190,000. 

For some seasons the house was 
| used for pop grand opera, under the 
| direction of Alfredo Salmaggi and 
| that type of 99c top warbling was 
| rather successful as week-end bills. 
Little’s Reprieve 
| Little theatre, which was slated 
i 
|to be torn down some months ago, 
' will probably remain as is for the 
| next three years. The N. Y. Times, 
| which owns the property, has of- 
| fered leases for that period. That 
| goes for offices upstairs and the 
| house, which is not under rental. 
| Daily proposed using the site for 
| paper storage and as an east bound 
|exit on 44th street for its trucks 
|bound for Grand Central station. 
| Delivery trucks now are dispatched 
|from the platforms on 43rd street, 
where the plant is located, and must 
circle through Eighth avenue for all 
points. Understood that other prop- 
erty owners on the 44th street side 
uncovered an ordinance which 
stopped the Times from going 
through with its rebuilding plans. 

Little was under lease to Anne 
Nichols, who sub-leased to Bonfils 
& Somnes. When the publication 
offered to cancel the rental, the lat- 
ter promptly accepted. Shortly 
thereafter the Times sought to keep 
them as tenants, but the managerial 
duo declined. Only tenant in the 
building is Brock Pemberton, who 
has his production quarters there. 


Joint Confab On 
Pic Com Delayed: 
Guild Likes -Deal 


Scheduled session between the 
joint committees of the Managers 
and Dramatists Guild last week was 
set back and it is now dated for 
Tuesday (11). Thereafter it is hoped 


that the new working agreement, in 
negotiation between picture execu- 
tives and authors, will be whipped 
into shape, with the aim that Holly- 
wood will re-enter Broadway as 
backer of legit production. 

Guild’s Board is known to be satis- 
fied with the general conditions in 
the new document. The managers 
as a body have not yet given the 
agreement consideration, while the 
picture end seeks some changes, 
particularly stipulations which con- 
cern film staffs. The several show- 
men who are more or less aware of 
the conditions indicate that changes 
will be necessary before the agree- 
ment is acceptable to ‘independent 
producers.’ 

Film end does not particularly like 
a provision that rules out any pic- 
ture employee acting as producer, 
nor anyone else in the pay of Holly- 
wood. The clause was written in 
partly to protect legit producers and 
the latter will probably side with the 
authors favoring it, since it would 
otherwise be possible for the back- 
ers to eliminate the present man- 
agerial end. 

Agreement stipulates that the 
manager, referred to as the inde- 
pendent producer, shall have not less 
than 10% of the shows financed by 
the backer (picture firm). That pro- 
vision is due for clarification, if not 
modification, particularly as applic- 
able to picture rights participation 
| by both elements in the managerial 

set-up. 
| Pointed out that if the independent 
_ producer retains but 10% of a show, 
| his share of the picture rights would 
| only be 4% (new agreement retains 
| the 60-40 split on rights coin). What 
|is not clear is the disposition of the 
other 36%, which it is reasonable to 
assume would be held by the backer, 
| or film end. How that would inter- 
_fere with the working of the dea) is 
| also not evident, since the agreement 
Provides for the backer to absorb 
| the film rights by depositing a sum 
| weekly calculated on the receipts. 

To be worked out, too, are pro- 
visions protecting the engagement 
| from abrupt closing to the detriment 
of the author and manager. 
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Plays Abroad 





TANASE REVUE 


Cairo, June 16. 


Rumanian Tanase Revue in three acts, 56 | 
@2nes; at the Ezbekia, Cairo, | 








Egypt had its first glimpse at a 
revue approaching the standard of, 
the French ‘Folies Bergeres’ when 
the Rumanian Tanase Revue from 
Bucharest gave two weeks’ perform- 
ances here on its way to India. 

This three and one-half hour show 
which consists of good French an: 
bad English. was a success main] 
because of the lavish costumes and 
scenery. 

Outstanding are Stroe and Vasi- 
lache, songsters and comedians, who 
wrote the major part of the show’s 
music. Tanase is an oldster and ex- 
ceedngly disappointing. He svecial- 
izes in singing amidst the gals. 

A tableau vivant, in which 
Rumanian national dences are per- | 
formed while Mlle. Mihailescu poses 
in a country setting as a shepherdess, 
is best amone the production sets. 


Az Ezerkettedik Ejszaka 
(‘The Thousand-and-Second Nisht’) 
Budapest, June 23. | 


Comedy (in verse) in three acts. prolog 
and epilog. by Eugene Heltal, Staged by 
Alexander Hevesi; settings, Tibor Upor. 
At the Magyar theatre, Budapest. 

RBultan Almelik.....cecseee, Fugene Toerzs 
Weines FRUSthiR..cccovseeves Zoltan Szakacs 
Pt |) eer ..Piroska Peery 
White Hassan...crccsess: Tivadar Bilicst 
Black HaASSan..cccecccess Miklos Haijimassy 
Bultan Shahriar............ Laszlo Foldenyi 
BABE so cvicccveiveGeviccsesseteed Anna Tahy | 
Bharazade ......e.eeeeeeeeeeesAnnia Dobos 





Eugene Heltai has once more writ- 
ten a comedy in rhymes, this time 
an Oriental tale full of grace, wit, 
humor and philosophy. It’s a veri- 
table poetic gem which in spite of 
highly artistic handling has nothing 
highbrow about it; it’s playful fan- 
tasy with excellent Oriental settings, 
and the humor of characters and 
situations must appeal similarly to 
the imagination of the average play- 
goer as a Walt Disney fairy-tale. 


Story deals with Laila, married 
to two husbands who know nothing 
of each other. One, Black Hassan, 
exercises his profession of thief by 
night and spends his days with 
Laila; the other, White Hassan, does 
it the other way round. When they 
find each other out, they determine 
to kill her, but both love her too 
well to do it. Instead, she promises 
to choose between them if they steal 
for her the great treasure she covets, 
the Sultan’s pet flea, which is really 
the Sultan’s son over whom an evil 
spell has been cast by the sorceress 
Fatumah, Laila’s mother. 


How the two deceived thieves 
steal the flea, are caught and mirac- 
ulously released, how Laila’s love 
redeems the enchanted prince, and 
she becomes his wife, her mother’s 
sorcery having kept her pure for 
him despite her two husbands; how 
Fatumah gets her revengze on the 


Sultan who wronged her years be- 


fore, and how the thieves find re- 
ward and consolation for the loss of 


their wife is told with all the fas- | 
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HILDEGARDE 


“As admiring and unpredictable 
as ever, her admiring audiences 
would probably turn handsprings 
across the floor if she merely 
suggesied the notion with the 
nod of her pretty head.” 
Theodore Straus, 
New York Times. 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 
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Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


























ERNEST C. ROLLS 


Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 
of his Newest Sensational Hit Show 
The Famous ee 
LONDON CASINO REVUE 
Now Playing His Majesty's Theatre, 
Melbourne, Australia 











|} in London. 


cination of a real Arabian Night's 
tale. 

Alexander Hevesi has staged very 
well. Piroska Peery, as Fatumah, is 
outstanding of the casi; Anna Tahy, 
as Laila, is far less significant. -The 
Thieves, acted by Tivadar Bilicsi 
and Miklos Hajmassy, are very 
amusing, with the entire cast gen- 
erally at its best. Infortunately, 
Heltai’s verses would lose much by 
being translated, as has been the | 
case with his ‘Silent Knight.’ 





How: | 
ever, it has excellent possibilities as 
a libretto for comic opera. Jacobi. 





Summer Tryout 


SHORT STORY 


Boston, July 1. 

Camedv-drama by Robert Morley, in three | 
s, presented by the Straw Hat Theatre. | 
tared by Robert Warfield, sets by Ernes- 
tine Wentworth; at the Straw Hat theatre, 
z Mass., July 30," 39; 40c¢ ton. | 
Simon Leigh... Harry Grubbs 
>» K. Blakely 
Verna Dynes 


| 


Cambridge 


Peacacl 


Georgina Leigh....cccsseseses 
Sten WOOP. ccs cas cedaew Jan Miner | 
fork Kurt ..Manuel Novins | 
i Menr i ‘ Sidnev Rall 
¢ Mors! Virginia Whitcomb 
ae | ktr Ernestine Wentworth 
Opening play by this in-town| 


strawhat venture is an inconsequen- 
tial triangle piece which had a run 
If Morley were to show 
this on Broadway he would still be 
better known for his superb acting in 
‘Oscar Wilde.” However, it is a fair- 
ly good showpiece to introduce this 
new company in its eight-week sum- 
mer season. In fact, it leaves a cer- 
tain desire to see the cast in a more 
sustaining vehicle. 

Plot has to do with a middle-aged 
author, played by Harry Grubbs, 
who has had a romantic escanade 
with a much younger girl. Back 
home in the quiet English country- 
side Grubbs would have been glad to 
dismiss the adventure from mind, but 
the girl, Virginia Whitcomb, pops in 
with family friends for a house party. 
Verna Dynes, the wife, notes that a 
recently-published short story by 
her husband had used the name of 
the girl as heroine, and, of course, 
detects the girl’s infatuation for her 
husband. After several rounds of 
verbal sparring she pulls her trump 
card (threat to return to the stage, 
which she quit to marry) and easily 
wins the trick. 

‘Story’ is not altogether dull, for 
there are such characters as the vil- 
age gossip and the dry-humored 
Lord Bucktrout, Sidney Ball, who 
proves to be the most entertaining 
member of the party. 

With one exception, the other play- 
ers delivered satisfactory perform- 
ances and were intel sently cast. 
Based on this production. it appears 
likely that the Straw Hat theatre 
will find a steady patronage from 
Bostonians who can reach the house 
by a 10-cent, 10-minute subway ride; 
and from the hundreds of Harvard 
summer students. Admission fee is 
well under the usual strawhat price 
and the caliber of the company is 
above average. Fox. 


FCC On Televish 


— 

















(Continued from page 36) 





explore the program field if the re- 
searchers make an_ unconditional 
promise to keep abreast of technical 
‘progress. They would not be ex- 
pected to devote time, effort, or 
money, to the engineering angles but 
would have to install whatever 
equipment the Commish thinks ap- 
| propriate to insure worthwhile re- 
sults, 

The program aspect is of great in- 
terest to the regulators. Hearings 
|; now are regarded by several mem- 
bers as futile, since so little is known 
about the problem. Possibility that 
six months or a year hence, some 
| proceeding will be held to exchange 
| views, either an informal round- 
| table session or a regular hearing. 
| At present, members and staff ad- 
visors have only the comments of 
|New York watchers to guide them, 
| plus:limited data on reaction of the 
' handpicked audiences in other sec- 
|tors. They are keeping an eye 
cocked at the NBC operations from 
| the World’s Fair, actively trying to 
' learn the attitude of oglers. 


| At present the Commish also is | 


| greatly concerned about the possi- 

bility of engineering chores to pro- 
| vide large-screen pictures. After 
watching themselves, some members 
are convinced that visual broadcast- 
ing’s biggest and most immediate 
hurd'e is relieving the strain on 
watchers. Nervous and muscular 
tension of the lookers must be eased 
before the industry can expect to 
| make much progress, they feel. Any 

applicant who wants to experiment 
| along this line probably will be 
i given a warm reception. 





| written 


Disc Concerts 





West Chester, Pa., July 4 

Unable to afford a symph for 
al fresco concerts this summer, 
West Chester has solved the 
problem with recordings. 

Town is holding nightly pho- 
nograph sessions under the stars 
with discs from the library of 
Samuel Barber, composer, who 
lives there. 








New Scripts 


Edith and Sam Grafton have writ- 
ten ‘The Earthenware Man,’ which 
Leland Hayward is agenting. Grafton 
is associate editor of the New York 
Post. 

Jan Fortune, 
‘Roman 


Coast scripter, has 
Holiday,’ a_ satire, 


!which the Zeppo Marx agency 1s 
| handling. 
Robert Lumet and Bert Child | 


|have authored ‘Three Steps Down.’ | 


Cameron Rogers and _ Elizabeth 


|Cobb have written ‘Abundant Life.’ | 
|Leland Hayward has it. 


Norman Mason is adapting ‘At 


| Midnight on the 31st of March,’ from 


the novel by Josephine Young Case, 
daughter of Owen D. Young. Pat 
Duggan is handling it. 

Dorothy Bennentt and Link Han- 


Pat Duggan is the agent. 


Dramatists Play Service will issue 
about Sept. 1 the second group of 
four patriotic playlets for royalty- 
free presentation in schools, chil- 
dren’s recreation centers, etc. Will 
include ‘Enter Women,’ by Olivia 
Dunbar (Mrs. Ridgeley Torrence, the 
poetess); ‘Fires at Valley Forge,’ by 
Harold Harper (Barrett Clark, ex- 
ecutive-director of the Play Service); 
‘Salute to the Fourth,’ by Elizabeth 
McFadden, and an untitled play 
about Thomas Jefferson, by Melvin 
Levy. 

Milton Silver has just completed 
‘Personal, But Not Private,’ a com- 
edy-drama. He’s advertising man- 
ager of National Screen Service. 

Lenore Coffee (Cowen) and Wil- 
liam Joyce Cowen, authors of ‘Fam- 
ily Portrait,’ are on the Coast work- 
ing on a new play. They’re now han- 
dled by Dorothy Fletcher, of the 
Ann Watkins office. 

Ilona Bestercey, poetess and jour- 
nalist, has written her first play, 
‘Blossoms in November,’ a comedy- 
drama about divorce and its effect 
on children concerned. 

Harold L. Anderson has just com- 
pleted ‘Grim Harvest,’ based on the 
novel, ‘Tender Talons,’ by the late 
Mrs. Helen Martin. Dr. Edmond 
Pauker is handling it. 

Irving Elman has finished ‘Swing 
Something Simple,’ a comedy about 
a concert artist’s tribulations in a 


| jitterbug world. Has also adapted 


Edwin C. Corle’s novel, ‘Burro Al- 
ley’. Frieda Fishbein handling them. 

Gabriel Walling has completed ‘A 
Morning in November,’ anti-war 
drama about men killed between the 
signing of the Armistice and the ac- 
tual end of hostilities. Frieda Fish- 
bein is the agent. 

Maria Coxe, whose ‘Honey’ was 
recently tried out by the Hedgerow 
Theatre (Pa.), has finished another, 


inal by Paul Boos, Swiss author. It’s 
an anti-dictator drama. Frieda Fish- 
bein is handling it. 

Bob Finch is author of ‘My Life in 
the Raw.’ 

Janet Elsie Clark has written ‘Ex- 
odus,’ or ‘The Battle of the Dead.’ 

Joel Gabbe has written the book 


‘Luck Is What You Make It.’ by 
Torrey Stearns and Norman Klein, 
being handled by Matson & Duvean. 

Melvin Levy, back at his Upper 
Black Eddy (Pa.) farm from the 
Coast, is doing a play for Labor 
Stage. 

Roark Bradford has finished a new 
play about his ‘John Henry’ charac- 
ter. Brandt & Brandt is handling it. 

Kenyon Nicholson, at his farm 
near Flemington, N. J., has finished 
one new play and is working on 
another. 





St. Louis Concerts Of 


St. Louis, July 4. 

The fourth and fifth of a series of 
five concerts in Shaw Park, Clay- 
ton, Mo., a suburb, were called off 
last week because of losses suffered 
by cold and rainy weather. 

Floppo is the second in two years. 
Last season a small loss was wiped 
off by guarantors and it was decided 
not to impose on them again when 





it was evident that the red figures 
would be larger. 


nah, authors of last season's ‘A| 
Woman’s a Fool—To Be Clever,’ 
have done another, ‘Rabbit in the 


Hat,’ a comedy about adolescents. | 


‘Child’s Play.” adapted from an orig- | 


and lyrics for a musical, ‘In the Red.’ | 





World Authors 
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; trols unproduced purchases of un- 
|produced scripts of its members 
(who include all recognized profes- 


| sional playwrights). 
| Since the agreement will auto- 
| matically bring all French dram- 


atists into the Guild, it will imme- 
diately extend the coverage over 
film buys to the French playwrights 
as well. The existing terms are dif- 
ferent in the two countries (dram- 
|atist-producer split on the  pur- 
chase price 60-40 in the U. S. 
and is 100% nothing in France), but 
that is a matter between the mem- 


is 


|berships of the two groups. It 
/ could be changed or left as is, but 
in any case the control rests with 
'the writers. 


British Must Follow 


In addition to its effect on the 
American and Freach playwrights, 
the new agreement is certain to alter 
| conditions drastically for the League 
of British Dramatists. It is in- 
evitable that in any international 
dramatist tieup the British would 
| have a vital part, since the English 
stage has such comparatively close 
associations with the American and 
| French. But beyond that, the 
| League of British Dramatists must 
sooner or later come into the agree- 
| ment, because as long as it stays out 
| it will be caught in the middle of the 
cross-pressure between the two other 
| groups. 

It is pointed out that the British 
organization has never had _ such 
compactness or aggressiveness as 
| the Guild or the French society. It 
| doesn’t have such solid membership 
among the working playwrights, it 
has no closed shop and has only an 
advisory contract setup, not com- 
pulsory standard contract regula- 
tions as have the others. As re- 
sult, British dramatists may accept 
any terms they choose, while Amer- 
ican or French playwrights can at 
any time compete in the English 
market without joining the dram- 
atist organization there or meet- 
ing any of the prevailing terms. 


But since the Guild and the French 
society have closed shops and stand- 
ard contracts in their own fields, 
British playwrights cannot compete 
in either place without joining the 
organization there. Furthermore, 
under the new reciprocal agree- 
ment, membership in one or the 
other will automatically involve 
membership in the other. There- 
fore, until it comes into the Amer- 
ican-French agreement, the League 
of British Dramatists is caught be- 
tween the other two, having all the 
Obligations of membership but none 
of the advantages. 


Therefore, the British are certain 
to come in before long. When that 
happens, the League of British 
Dramatists will undoubtedly work 
out a closed shop and compulsory 
standard contract setup of its own. 
And when that happens, a world 
tieup of dramatist organizations will 
| be to most intents and purposes a 
| fact. Playwright groups in the 
| Other nations, notably the Scanda- 
| Navian, would inevitably have to 
/ follow, or be caught in an even 
| tighter spot than the British be- 
| tween the American and French. 


] 
| 











Exchanges—Megrs. 
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hours. Projectors damaged and two 
rolls of film destroyed. Fire was 
extinguished without the aid of the 
fire department. 

Don McCormack, booker for Uni- 
versal exchange, and Nora Smith, of 
the Warner Bros. exchange, honey- 
mooning in New Mexico. 

The Eaton, Eaton, Colo., taken 
over by Annabelle Hogue, owner of 
the building. She will operaie the 
house for the present, 





Berman Managing 
San Antonio, July 4. 
New Interstate house, Broadway, 
capacity 1,200, opened June 30. Henry 
Berman is manager. 
Teatro Nacional will close for re- 
pairs on July 15, 





Bob Yodice Upped 


Cleveland, July 4. 
Robert Yodice appointed assistant 
manager of Loew’s Stillman, replac- 
ing Howard Michael. Yodice’s for- 
mer post as student manager at 
Loew’s State taken over by Silvesto 


Strawhat Presentations 


e 


THIS WEEK 

‘Back Cover’ (new)—Litchfield 
Hills theatre, Litchfield, Conn. 
‘The Depression’s Over’ (new)— 
Plainfield auditorium, N. Plainfield, 
N. J. 


‘Torch Bearers’ (Alison Skip- 
worth)—Chapel playhouse, Great 
Neck, L, I. 


‘Susan and God’ (Violet Heming) 
—Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. ¥. 

‘Anna Christie’ 


(Glenda Farrell, 





Nance O'’Neil)—Country playhouse, 
Westport, Conn 

‘Seventh Heaven’ (Margo, Francis 
Lederer )—Chicago Civic theatre 


‘Home Chat’ and ‘Still Life’ (Edith 
Barrett, Donald Cook) 
players, Cohasset, Mass 
| ‘*Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)— 
| Deertrees theatre, Harrison, Me 
| ‘Burlesque’ (Clifton Webb, Libby 
| Holman) — Ogunquit (Me.) play- 

house, 
‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon, Helen 
| Brooks) Berkshire playhouse, 
| Stockbridge, Mass. 


South Shore 


| ‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
|Everett Horton) — Bucks County 
| playhouse, New Hope, Pa 


‘Lady Hos a Heart’ (Elissa Landi) 
—Stoney Creek (Conn.) theatre 

‘Successful Calamity’ (Walter 
Hampden, Kitty Carlis!e}) — Cape 
playhouse, Dennis. Mass. 

‘Twin Beds’ (Helen Twelvetre 
—Olney (Md.) playhouse. 

‘Lost Colony’—Waterside theatre, 
Manteo, Roanoke Island, N. C. (con- 
tinues through summer). 


NEXT WEEK 
‘Susquehanna 7’ (new) 
| theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon, Helen 
Brooks)—Country playhouse, West- 
port, Conn. 

‘Anna Christie’ (Glenda Farrell, 
Nance O'Neill) — Berkshire play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass. 

‘Romance’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
—Mohawk Drama festival, Union 
college, Schenectady, N. Y., (opens 
July 11.) 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—Westchester play- 
house, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)— 
Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 

‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, 
Philip Merivale)—North Shore play- 
ers, Marblehead, Mass. 

*Tovarich’ (Elissa Landi)—Chapel 
playhouse, Guilford, Conn. 

‘End of Summer’ (Frances Siarr) 
—Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse. 

‘Susan and God’ (Karen Morley) 
—Olney (Md.) playhouse. 

‘There’s Always Juliet’ (Violet 
Heming)—Morris County playhouse, 
Parsippany, N. J. 

‘Private Lives’ (Eva Le Gallienne, 
Rex O'’Malley)—Community play- 
house, Spring Lake, N. J. 

‘Yeomen of the Guard’ (Natalie 
Hall, Richard Hale)—Central City, 
Col. (July 15-29). 


MELTON CONCERT SELLS 


es) 





— Barter 








James Melton last Friday night 
(30) in the second of two anpeare 
ances in ‘Manon’ with the Cine'n- 
nati summer onera, drew the first 
| sellout of the sexson. Tenor returns 
next week in ‘Traviata’ and has & 
date Aus. 1-4 in ‘Mignon,’ with 
Gladys Swarthout. He also sings 
|Auv. 8 at Grant Park. Chica. 
| Singer is meanwhile continuing h'¢ 
Sunday night radio series over CBS 
fo Ford. 

This week the tenor is vacationing 
with friends at the Sncew Islands, 
Lake Huron. He and Mrs. Melton 
are observing their 19th wedding 
anniversary. 


Philly Orch Lost 316, 
Under Expected Deficit 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

The Philadelphia Orchestra lost 
only $34,405 during the past season 
and considers that pretty good, Presi- 
dent Orville H. Bullitt declared in 
his report to the Orchestra Assn. last 
week. At the beginning of the sea- 
son, estimated deficit for the year 
was $69,000 because of loss by the 
orchestra of a commercial radio con- 
tract it had for several years previ- 
ously. A maintenance fund drive 
pared the loss. 

Plans for next year include 8 
three-week tour in the west and New 
England during the 28-week season 
and three weeks in the south and 
midwest after the season.’ Regular 
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Tuesday concerts will be shifted to 
Mondays. : 
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LEGITIMATE GROSSES 








Money’ Still Okay $7,500, ‘Children’ 
126, Chi; Lederer-Margo in ‘Heaven 








Chicago, vuly a 
for Money,’ musical a 
se shows signs of climbing on 
its excellent word of mouth. Also 
adding a couple of new people, in- 
cluding film player Dorothy Lee. 

Civic theatre got its biggest show 
on Sunday (2) with the revival of 
‘Seventh Heaven,’ starring Francis 
Lederer and Margo. ; 

John Barrymore 1s holding his own 
at the Selwyn with ‘My Dear Chil- 
dren’ and looks able to stick around 
for several more weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (8th 

week) (1,000; a Around $12,000 
j retty good. 

oe ft Money,’ Harris (4th 

week) (1,000; $2.75). Showing in- 

creased strength. Took $7,500, profit- 


able. 
REVIVAL 
‘Accent on Youth,’ Civic (2d and 
final week) (800; $1.65). Finished 
fair fortnight to $3,000. ‘Seventh 


Heaven’ opened two weeks Sunday 
(2) and looks for real coin at $2.20 
top. 


Gallo Scores Point 
In $51,500 Commish 
Suit Vs. Ballet Russe 


Fortune Gallo may examine Uni- 
versal Art, Inc., before trial through 
its president, Julius Fleischman, and 
vice-presidents Sergei Denham and 
Watson Washburn, according to an 
order of N. Y. supreme court Jus- 
tice John Carew. Gallo is suing the 
above named defendants, World Art, 
Inc., the Russian Ballet, Inc., Ballet 
Russe, Inc., Rene Blum, S. Hurok 
and Hurok Attractions, Inc., for $51,- 
500. 
Claiming 10% commission on the 








earnings of the Ballet Russe de | 


Monte Carlo, for which he acted as 
tour director in January, 1938. 

It is asserted that he booked the 
Metropolitan Opera house and other 
places, and that the tour of 20 weeks 
grossed $500,000 but he has not been 
paid. 


‘FOLIES’ FRISCO REPEAT 
GOOD $19,000; ‘ROAD’ 76 


San Francisco, July 4. 

‘Folies Bergere,’ back in the Cali- 
fornia Auditorium for a five-week 
run on Treasure Island, was the top 
coin-getter last week. Although biz 
with the Clifford C. Fischer show 
wasn’t quite up to expectations dur- 
ing the first week of the return en- 

ement, the expo management is 
opeful that it will be in the smash 
class again by next week. 

‘Swing Mikado,’ the WPA Federal 
Theatre Project offering on the 
Island, played to capacity houses up 
to its closing last week. Official or- 
ders from Washington asked the ‘Mi- 

o company stand by until tomor- 
Tow (Wed.). Charles P. Teevin, FTP 
director here, said that private in- 
terests may take over the show and 

resent it in the Geary theatre. 
embers of ‘Two a Day,’ another 
project hit, left for Los Angeles last 
a when the Alcazar. theatre went 








According to Teevin, the local FTP 
id not use federal money for ex- 
penses. Stated that the take at the 
gate had been sufficient to carry the 
project. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Tebacco Read, Curran (1,770; 
$1.65) (2d week). Will leave here 
after one more week. Second stint 
netted fairish $7,000. 
Treasure Island 
“Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
me (5,000; $1.10) (18th week). Take 
Topped to $16,500, almost $2,000 less 
n previous week. Weather n.g. 
: week for this outddor spectacle. 
‘ Felies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
Orium (3,300; $1.10) (2d week). Re- 
a engagement looks okay, al- 
Ough the take of $19,000 in first 


week below what show did when it! 


Played on the Island before. 





History in Play Form 


Madison, Wis., July 4. 

The American ‘high road’, typify- 
ing the principal epochs in the de- 
velopment of the nation, will be por- 
ed in a series of plays to be 
presented by students in the annual 
dramatic and speech institute at the 
U. of Wisconsin here, which opened 
yesterday (Monday) and lasts 
through July 8. 
Plays include ‘George Washington’, 
at the Delaware; ‘Abraham Lincoln,’ 


‘The Gate of the West’ é ‘j 
on Tris!’ e West’ and ‘America 


Davidson Follows Collier 
As President of Masquers 


Hollywood, July 4. 
William B, Davidson was elected 
president of the Masquers, succeed- 
ing William Collier, Sr. 


secretary; Lloyd Corrigan, recording 
secretary; Howard Hanshey, trea- 
surer, and Frank Campeau, librarian. 


CINCY STOCK TROUPE 
PLANS CO-OP SHOW 


Cincinnati, July 4. 
Cincinnati Producers Theatre, 
Inc., which filed incorporation papers 
last week in Columbus, O., plans to 
operate a stock company here, start- 











|are Max M. Schiff, K. S. Morrison 
|}and Walter M. Beinhart. 


Setup announced calls for $1 top 
admish, weekly changes of plays, 
performances nightly, except Mon- 
days and Tuesdays; Saturday mati- 
nees and a cast of 15 players. Emery 
auditorium, 2,500-seat indie, is being 
considered as the stand. 

Ad Karns, director of the Antioch 
Players, summer theatre group at 
Yellow Springs, O., will stage. Sets 
will be by Mel Bernstein. Leads are 
to be Marshall Jamison, of the St. 
Johns, Vt., summer theatre, and 
Priscilla Langenbach, Boston, tutor 
at Junior Bennett College, N. Y. and 
a member of the Gloucester and 
Cohasset Players for the past three 
seasons. 

Group will work on a cooperative 
| basis. 


‘Yokel’ Changes Help 
Boston Finale, $18,000 


Boston, July 4. 
*Yokel Boy’ left town Saturday (1) 
after two-week tryout, looking much 


more possible as a Broadway con- 
tender than it did opening night. 
Book, too wordy at the premiere, was 
slashed about an hour. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Yokel Boy,’ Shubert (2d final 
week) (1,590; $3.30). Held encourag- 
ing pace through final stanza, with 
$18,000 claimed, 


Actor Trouble 


























(Continued from page 47) 





play for $35 at the Fair. However, 
knowing their rights and noting the 
attendance, the company protested 
the short count Saturday and imme- 
diately complained to Equity. Cur- 
tain was held Monday afternoon 
until the management agreed to pay 
off fully. 


Rose’s Rehearsal Headache 

At the Aquacade, the chorus de- 
manded a pay-off for rehearsals 
prior to opening and for a time it 
looked as though no performances 
would be given. Many of the girls 
belong to Chorus Equity and when, a 
few days before opening, 219 chorus 
members and swimmers stopved re- 
hearsals and demanded pay for six 
weeks of rehearsing, Rose chose 
Walter Winchell as arbiter, latter 
deciding that if the attraction 
showed a sufficient profit by Oct. 30, 
the cast should be paid for rehears- 
als. The amount involved is around 
$23,000, not considerable considering 
the reputed abnormal profits being 
piled up. The chorus and swimmers 
are now demanding the coin before 
the Oct. 1 deadline. In a column 
early last week, Winchell himself 
suggested that the coin be paid by 
Rose before Oct. 30. 

The Shakespearean tab at Merrie 
England is continuing, although 
notice of closing was posted for 
Saturday (1). Business is slightly 
better. 
seven-day schedule. 
Parade’ is also reported drawing 
better attendance. It was granted 
Sundays by Equity providing Mon- 
day’s were dropped. Recently a 
seven-day playing schedule was 
okayed, but as yet the spectacle has 
not exercised the right. 


\ 





Other officers are Jean Hersholt, | 
v.p.; Stanley Taylor, corresponding | 


ing early in October. Incorporators | 


Attraction has dropped its | 
‘Railroads on | 


Current Read Shows 


(Week of July 3) 





‘Golden Bey’—Garden Pier, At- 
lantic City (1-8). 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘One for the Money’—Harris, Chi- 
cago. ., 
‘The Women’— Maplewood, Maple- 
wood, N. J. 

‘Tobacco 


Read’ — Curran, San 
Francisco. 











Engagements | 


Walter Hampden, Kitty Carlisle, 
Doris Kay, Don Terry, Harry Neville, 
Robert Wallsten, Joe Seuther, Frank- 
lyn Fox, Francis Curtis, Murial Wil- 
| liams, ‘A Successful Calamity,’ Cape 
| Cod, Mass. 

Kenneth Bisbee, Jeanne Taylor, 
| Nell McCoy, Gilmore Bush, ‘What a 
| Life,” Keene, N. H. 
| Ann Revere, Katherine Emery, 
|Helen Wynn, Shepperd Strudwick, 
| Robert Allen, Jabez Gray, Barbara 
| Dale, Dorothy Mathews, John Boruff, 
|Carl Gose, Tom Speidel, Joseph 
| Wiseman, Surry, Me. (resident com- 
pany). 

Donald 








Foster, -Barrie Wanless, 


Parker, Nancy Kimberly, Eula Guy, 


| Ruth Sherrill, Chatham, Mass, (resi- 
dent company). 


Joyce Arling, James Bell, Herbert 
| Duffy, Gerald Henri Kean, .Wendy 
Cameron, A. J. Herbert, Winifred 
!Cameron Dewey, Virginia Runyon, 
Sylvia Gardner, “The Late Christo- 
pher Bean,’ Greenwich, Conn. 


Ruth Gordon, Helen Brooks, King 
Calder, Emmett Rogers, John D. Sey- 
mour, Ethel] Wilson, Allan Hewitt, 
Marietta Canty, ‘Here Today,’ Stock- 
bridge, Mass. 

Kathleen Comegys, Wilton Graff, 
Winston O’Keefe, Francis’ Reid, 
James Blakeley, Helen Shields, How- 
ard Freeman, Julia Walsh, Ruth Mc- 
Devitt, Oscar Sterling, Everett Rip- 
ley, Melbourne Lord, ‘You and I,’ 
Ridgefield, Conn. (resident com- 
pany). 

Leona Powers, Philip Bourneuf, 
Irving Locke, Teresa Wright, Sandra 
Gould, Helen Ray, Sally Fitzpatrick, 
Tileston Perry, Lillie Brayton, David 
Appleby, Willis Duncan, Harold 
Meyer, Mary Fletcher, Philip Lewis, 
Charles Ansley, Tamworth, N. H. 
(resident company). 

Elizabeth Love, Ruth Clayton, 
Grace Carney, ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye,’ Brighton Beach, N. Y. 

Edward Everett Horton, Julie Hay- 
don, Haila Stoddard, ‘Springtime for 
Henry,’ New Hope, Pa. 

Tonio Selwart, Sylvia Field, 
‘Autumn Crocus,’ Locust Valley, L. I. 

Kitty Carlisle, ‘Tonight or Never,’ 
Olney, Md. 

Ethel Barrymore Colt, ‘Accent on 
Youth,” Eaglesmere, Pa. 

Mildred Fenton, ‘Leave It to Me,’ 
Imperial Theatre, N. Y. 

Alison Skipworth, Helen Ford, 
‘The Torch Bearers,’ Great Neck, 
in & 

Glenda Farrell, 
Westport, Conn. 

Elissa Landi, ‘The Lady Has a 
Heart,’ Stony Creek, Conn. 

Edith Barrett, Donald Cook, ‘Home 
Chat,’ ‘Still Life,’ Cohasset, Mass, 

Violet Heming, ‘Susan and God,’ 
Mount Kisco, N. Y. 

Hene Damur, ‘Personal Appear- 
ance,’ Cape May, N. J. 

Helen Twelvetrees, ‘Twin Beds,’ 
Olney, Md. 


Pauline Lord, Keith 
In Aussie for W-T 


Melbourne, June 15. 


Pauline Lord and Ian Keith have 
arrived to do ‘Robert's Wife’ for Wil- 
liamson-Tait. This will be followed 
with ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 

Charlotte Greenwood is doing ex- 
ceptionally good biz in ‘Leaning on 
Letty’ for same management. Miss 
Greenwood may shortly be spotted 
in a musical for showing here and in 
Sydney. 


| 


‘Anna Christie,’ 














‘Juggernaut’ Sunk 


London, July 4. 

‘Juggernaut,’ an anti-Nazi play, 
showed weak construction in its 
| debut at the Saville here Wednesday 
| night (28). 

It's unlikely to stand up against 
the tough opposition current in the 
; West End. 





| Philip Truex, Harold Moulton, Jane | 


Morton Woodcock, Kimberly Parker, 
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Holiday a Firecracker to B way; 
‘Paris’ Again 21G; ‘Vienna’ Mild 


$5500, Pins’ 86, ‘Hell’ $2960 
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FRENCH EXPANDS 


Building Up Pre End in Handling 
Plays—Also Broadcast Rights 








Samuel French, Inc., which has 
previously concentrated chiefly on 
handling amateur and stock rights of 
plays, is building up the professional 
end as well. 
Garrett H. Leverton, former drama 
heal at Northwestern University, to 
handle the increased work. He's 


currently on the Coast interviewing | 


authors and is due back in New York 
in a few weeks. 

French is also going into radio by 
agenting broadcast rights to its ex- 
tensive one-act play list. With the 
prospective growth of television, that 
field is likewise expected to provide 
increasing revenue for one-act plays. 





Central City 











(Continued from page 49) 
aren’t so easily turned away from 
brand of recreation that only rural 
quietude can supply. It is figured, 
too, that many midwesterners, lured 
east by the show on Flushing Mead- 
Ows, may swing this way before 
going home. 


Film Treatment 
Skowhegan, Me., July 4. 

The strawhats are beginning to 
borrow ideas from film exploitation 
and production. 

Management of the Lakewood 
Theatre is advertising giveaways in 
the form of lithographic reproduc- 
tions of a portrait of Fay Wray to all 
those attending this week’s produc- 
tion of ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ 
which features the actress. 





‘Vote for Youth’ Preem 
Watson Barratt will tryout a new 
revue, ‘Vote for Youth,’ at his Spring 
Lake (N. J.) playhouse during the 
summer, Book and lyrics are by 
Alex Kahn, with music by William 
Provost. 





Rustic Notes 
Robert Foulk, of the George 
Abbott production staff, will direct 
this summer at the Wharf theatre, 
Provincetown, Mass. One of the 
offerings there may be ‘Companion 
Unknown’, adapted by Maria Coxe 
from the drama by Rudolph Lothar 
and previously tested at Hedgerow 
theatre . . . ‘Karabash’, which will 
inaugurate the Booth Tarkington 
festival at Kennebunkport, Me., in 
August, is not an original work, but 
is the novelist-playwright’s own new 
version of his ‘Poldekin’, in which 
George Arliss appeare. on Broad- 

way in the fall of 1920. 


Harry Ellerbe, currently touring 
the strawhats with Ethel Barrymore 
in ‘Whiteoaks’, will stage the final 
two productions of the season at the 
Westchester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y. .. . Farragut players, Rye 
Beach, N. H., opened yesterday 
(Tuesday) with ‘Pursuit of Happi- 
ness’, Nine-week season includes 
two tryouts, ‘Satan’s in the Pantry’, 
by Doty Hobart and Theodore Tiller, 
2d, and ‘Colin Stanier’, adapted by 
Harriet L. Green from the novels of 
E. F. Benson ... Brattleboro, Vt., for 
the first time has acquired Equity 
status. 





Bucks County Players 
Broadcast on WIP, Philly 


Philadelphia; July 4. 

Tie-up has been made by the 
Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, 
Pa., with WIP for a weekly haif- 
hour dramatic show on the outlet. 
Richard Bennett, director of the 
Playhouse, will take the lead in the 
series, tabbed ‘Main Street Empo- 
rium,’ with parts written in for the 
guests. 

Initial show will be aired Friday 
(7) at noon. Names for the opener 
include Edward Everett Horton and 
Julie Haydon. Scripts are by Earl 
Crooker. Crooker will also take a 
part and aid in direction. 

Show idea was set by Sol Jacob- 


| 





son, p.a. for the theatre ‘ 


Office has taken on | 


and attendance 


Broadway fared much better dur- 
ing June than May. Takings saw no 
| material deviation until the past 
| weekend when the long holiday ac- 
| counted for drops at most theatres. 
| Last week was running ahead of form 
| until the final two days. Wednesday 
| performances seeing a number of sell- 
|outs. Fine weather sent too many peo- 
| ple out of town or to the Fair Satur- 
| day (1) when attendance was mark- 
(edly off. The same applied Monday 
| (3). 

Despite the decline, which is tra- 
ditional just preceding ‘the 4th,’ 
grosses on the whole were consider- 
able above those for the same week 
last summer. The quality of stage 
fare has been a factor. List displays 
several more attractions than early 
July, ’38, though the Fair was ex- 
pected to attract more. With the ad- 
vent of ‘Yokel Boy’ tomorrow night 
(Thursday), there will be 14 shows 
operating, six being musicals. 


‘Streets of Paris’ apparently did not 
suffer through the boost in prices, 
again rated around $21,000. Higher 
price ($4.40) applies except for the 
last seven rows downstairs. Night 
business good, with matinees weak. 
| ‘Paris’ can get around $27,000 on the 
| week. ‘From Vienna,’ another new 
revue, had a mild second week, with 
the gross around $5,500, but the ref- 
ugee show is said to be okay at that 
figure because of low operating cost. 


‘Pins and Needles’ did surprisingly 
well in its first week at the Windsor, 
nearly doubling the pace averaged 
at the little Labor Stage, takings be- 
ing around $8,000 with a top of $1.65. 
‘Hellzapoppin’ was affected Saturday 
night, pace easing to $29,600. Straight 
show leaders continue to be ‘Phila- 
delphia Story,’ ‘No Time for Com- 
edy,’ ‘Abe Lincoln’ and ‘Little Foxes,’ 
in that order. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Linceln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(38th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). At- 
tendance climbed again during the 
week, but went off on Saturday (1. 
with gross around $16,000, 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden (334 
week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Sold out up 
to Saturday when night biz dropped; 
but big $29,600. 

‘I Must Love Someone,’ Vanderbilt 
(22d week) (C-800; $3.30). With 
Nancy Carroll out of cast, business 
dipped; Gypsy Rose Lee now in lead 
should improve; 
rated slightly over $4,000. 

‘Leave It te Me,’ Imperial (35th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Among sea- 
son’s most successful musicals; has 
been maintaining profitable gait 
though affected with field last week; 
$17,000 quoted. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(12th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Right 
up with leaders though eased to 
$17,500 in pre-Fourth going; big with 
out-of-towners. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ B- vadhurst (3d 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Scale tilt did 
not affect totals gross again at 
$21,000 but revue could do better. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (21st 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). One of three 
femme - star shows commanding 
strong draw; averaging around 
$15,000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(15th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Topper 
among straight shows continues 
somewhat off Saturday but around 
$21,500. 

‘Tobacce Kead,’ Forrest (291st 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). As N. Y. 
World’s Fair influx increases this 
may climb; somewhat over $4,000, 
profitable, last week. 

‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (64th 
week) (C-1,059; $3.30). Cut rates 
ted laugh show; around $4,000, 
okay. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (ist week) 
(M-1,717; $3.30). Presented by Lew 
Brown, who wrote score with 
Charles Tobias and Sammy Stept; 
book revised during Boston tryout 
and show framed more like revue. 

REVIVAL 


‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (29th 
week) (D-873; $3.30). Around $5,000, 
still profitable and expected to stick 
through the summer. 


ADDED 


‘From Vienna,’ Music Box (3d 
week). Modest grosses for refugee 
revue, rated around $5,500 for second 
week; satisfactory for non-profit 
venture. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (83d 
week ). Now at $1.65 top; gross first 
week since moving from Labor Stage 
jumped to nearly $8,000; midweek 
matinee sold out. 








WPA 
‘Life and Death of American,’ 
Elliott; ‘Sing for Your Supper,’ 


Adelphi, and ‘Pinocchio,’ Ritz, sus- 
pended Friday (30); doubtful of re- 
lighting. 
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Author Slant on Reprints 


Pulp reprint problem, attempted 
solution of which is engaging the} 
efforts of a special committee com- | 
prising authors and publishers in 
that field and representatives of the 
Authors’ League, bids fair to become | 
a matter affecting all fiction mags. | 
Closed committee sessions said to 
have disclosed that the slick mags, | 
not excluding the top ones, have, 
their reprint problems, too. Not as 
serious as that facing the pulps, but 
of sufficient importance to warrant, 
action, Thus likely that publishers 
and writers in the slick field will 
come in on the final settlement of 
the reprint headache when and if it 
is arrived at. 

Plan advanced for solution of the 
reprint problem is for scribblers to 
sell only single publication rights to 
stories. In this way authors and 
publishers will be checked against 
each other for subsequent sale of re- 
print rights. Will prevent any other 
printing of stories. 

Pulp reprints have seriously af- 
fected that market. Reprint pub- 
lishers, buying up old tales for co- 
coanuts, have been able to compete 
with publishers of new stories at| 
much lesser cost. Resulted in slash | 
of prices for new material, and hence 
action by scribblers via the Authors’ 
Guild. 

Publishers of mags using only new 
material have thrown the matter to 
the writers as having brought the 
trouble on themselves. Point out 
that authors are glad to get even 
pennies for reprint rights to old 
pieces, writers figuring that as so 
much gravy. But with cut of prices | 
for new material, forced, say the | 
publishers, to meet the competition 
of the reprints, scribblers have seen 
the error of their ways and now only | 
too anxious to atone. 
Problem of the slicks is only | 


| Murray Butler, 


that asked him to send ‘herewith 
$.... to help the Society carry on 
its activities.’ Well, even the Sons 
of the Revolution charge eight bucks 
It costs money for societies 


a year. 
to exist. ; 
Among honorary members are 


Mark Van Doren, Edgar Lee Mas- 
ters, Walter De La Mare, Nicholas 
E. Phillips Oppen- 
heim, Rupert Hughes, Compton Mac- 
kenzie, Robert Frost, Lowell Thom- 
as, and numerous other celebs. 


The executive committee is com- 
posed of John George Hartwig, 
Willa Schnable, William O. Weber 
and Oscar K. Keck. The activities 
of the society ‘are sustained by sub- 
scriptions of the members.’ Atop 
the society letterhead is an engrav- 
ing of a coin with Eugene Field's 
head on it: 1850-1895. A gentle re- 
minder? 





|ored by the National Federation of 


' comprised four cash prizes and nine 


Attagirl Awards 
Thirteen U. S. press women hon- 


Press Women for outstanding 
achievement at closing session of the 
organization’s annual convention at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Honors 


citations. 

Cash awards of $50 each went to 
Eleanor Early, for the best signed 
feature article, in Cosmopolitan Mag- 
azine; Mrs. Frances Jacobi O’Meara, 
editor and owner of the Martinsburg 
(Mo.) Monitor, for the best editorial; 
Hazel Sara Bivins, woman’s editor of 
the Milwaukee Daily Freeman, best 
column, and Mrs. John S. Wagner, 
Washington Star, for the best news 





| article, 


Nine women who received cita- 
tions were Betty Browning, Chicago 
Tribune; Oveno Culp Hobby, Hous- 
ton Post; Florence Webster Long, 
Indianapolis News; Anne O'Hare 


slightly less acute, it’s been revealed. | McCormick, N. Y. Times; Rachel 


As an example, a top-notch mag will | 
pay P. G. Wodehouse around $2,500 | 


for a short story, and a short time 


McDowell, N. Y. Times; Mrs. Ogden 
Reid, N. Y. Herald Tribune; Mrs. 
Frank C. Roth, N. Y. Herald Trib- 


later a newspaper magazine supple- | une; Dorothy Thompson, N. Y. Her- 


ment can get it via a syndicate for 
as little as $10. Newspaper readers 
will in most instances be content to 


wait until the Wodehouse story ap- | 


pears in their paper, foregoing pur- 
chase of the mag. 

Claimed by those advocating the 
plan for single publication rights to 
Stories that it will benefit both pub- 
lishers and writers. Publishers will 
have no more reprint competitors to 
worry about, and markets for stories 
will be considerably increased when 
those unable to get reprint rights 
will be forced to buy new material 
at regular prices. 

Committee working out the prob- 
lem contains Leo Margulies, Harry 
Steeger and Albert Gibney, for the 
publishers; Oscar Schisgall and Leo 
Zagat, writers, and Hendrik Willem 
van Loon, Luise Sileox and Jocelyn 
Tong, Authors’ League. Sessions 
will continue through the summer 
until the matter is concluded. 





Editor Dresses Down Prof. 


Radical professors, who would be 
‘stood up and filled with lead if they 
theorized in other nations as they do 
in the United States’ were roundly 
denounced by Tom Hanes, managing 
editor of the Norfolk Ledger-Dis- 
patch, in an address before the lo- 
cal Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
Hanes address created quite a stir. 
He said in part: 

‘Fortunately we know that some of 
the nation’s most stupid oafs are 
members of college faculties and be- 
cause we do know this we treat with 
tolerance their exhibition: of asi- 
ninity. However, our young students 
don’t have our mature prospective. 
Their minds are fertile fields in which 
these college smart alecks sow their 
seeds of suspicion and doubt about 
our form of government. 

‘Our educational institutions have 
devised intricate tests to measure the 
common sense of students, but so far 
as I know no test has been devised 
to measure the common sense of 


teachers, and if we did have such a) 


test many of them would flunk 
miserbaly.’ 





Eugene Field Society 

The Eugene Field Society, a Na- 
tional Association of Authors and 
Journalists, has its home at the poet’s 
old residence at 2836 Spruce street, 
St. Louis, Mo. It gathers in honor- 
ary members from both sides of the 
ocean in ‘recognition of outstanding 
contribution to contemporary litera- 
ture,’ and ‘literary skill and crafts- 
manship.’ ‘No dues or assessments’ 
and ‘a_ certificate, engrossed on 
parchment paper, suitable for fram- 
ing will be sent upon request.’ When 


| ald Tribune, and Gertrude Palmer 
| Wixson, N. Y. Journal-American. 


New officers elected by the Na- 
| tional Federation of Press Women 
are Mrs. Joseph E. Goodbar, prez.; 
Mrs. Madeleine McBurnett, v.p.; 
Mrs. Helen Miller Malloch, cor- 
| responding sec.; Mrs. Louise Klein- 
| benz, treasurer, and Mrs. A, A. 
| Steinbeck, recording sec. 





|/Thomas Wolfe’s Posthumous Future 

Fellow North Carolinians of the 
late Thomas Wolfe, confident he will 
go down in history as one of Amer- 
ica’s literary immortals, have begun 
a movement to establish a shrine to 
his memory in that state. 

Leaders of the project, headed by 
Paul Green, the playwright, now 
| seeking to raise a fund with which 

to purchase the manuscripts of 
Wolfe’s works and place them in the 
library of the University of North 
Carolina. With the exception of 
one or two of the Wolfe manuscripts 
donated for auctioning for charit- 
able purposes, they are said to be in 





the possession of Maxwell Perkins, 
| Seecany executor of Wolfe’s estate. 
| Perkins is an exec of Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, Wolfe’s publishers. 








Historians Form Society 
| 


| Society of American Historians, 
| which has for its purpose encourage- 
| ment of sound historical writing and 
_wide diffusion of fruits of this writ- 
ing, includes among its organizers 
Carl Becker, Allan Nevins, Henry 
F. Pringle, Marquis James, William 
L. Langer and Carl Van Doren. 


Meanwhile founders of the Story 
Associates are Samuel B. Stein, 
Louis Liebert, Sid Margolius and 
Philip Dodge. Associates will foster 
friendship between writers and pub- 
lishers and promote the study and 
development of the literary arts. 
Organization may also engage in 
non-profit publication of members’ 
works, 





‘Godliest and Goofiest’ 

‘Godiiest and goofiest’ tag ap- 
pended to Gov. Luren Dickinson in 
recent Time, article, stirred up a 
| tempest among Republicans in Mich- 
igan house of representatives last 
week, but outbursts left house di- 
vided and motion to pass resolution 
of censure failed to pass. 


Republicans couldn’t agree whether 
they should blast the mag and at- 
tempt to remove it from high schools 
in state, or ignore the episode and 
| defend constitutional freedom of the 
| press. Some representatives de- 
manded the article, which compared 





Eas Inquirer, standby Re- 
} 


e Annenberg’s. Offer ° 

Moses L. Annenberg, publisher, has 
offered a cash settlement to the gov- 
ernment to close the income tax case 
against him now being presented to 
a Federal grand jury in Chicago, At- 
torney-General Frank Murphy re- 
ivealed last week. Murphy denied 
‘that the government is thinking of 
| accepting the offer now. He said 
| that evidence of anti-trust and anti- 
| racketeering law violations was also 
being presented. 

Murphy stated ‘in fairness to An- 


;nenberg’ that the publisher claimed | 


{not to have been notified by the 
| Treasury of money owed and signi- 
| fied to abide by the judgment of the 
| Department of Justice on monopolis- 
| tie practices, as well as pay what is 
| allegedly due in taxes. 

| Annenberg is publisher 


of the 


publican organ, the Morning Tele- 


graph, Racing Form, Radio Guide, | 


Screen Guide and other magazines 
and papers. Monopoly charges grow 
out of his control of Nationwide 
News Service, which supplies race- 
tracks results by wire. 





Al Palmer’s M. E. Post 

Al Palmer replaced Richard A. 
Sair as managing editor of the Na- 
tional Tattler’s American and Ca- 
nadian editions. The move was made 
suddenly after Palmer returned to 
his native Montreal and was wired 
to return previous to Wed. (27) in 


|order to put out sheet by weekend. 


No reason was given the sudden 
change in editorial staff. Palmer 
was formerly associate editor who 
came to Toronto via Canadian Press 
(Montreal) and Chronicle (Three 
Rivers). He has been correspondent 
for various trade papers, and it is 
thought that the National Tattler is 
embarking on entertainment policies 
with Palmer’s appointment as head 
man. Tattler runs Coast-to-Coast in 
Canada, and covers the greater part 
of the northern U. S. A. 

Palmer is 25 years of age, former 
athlete and theatrical impresario, 





Stage to Go Weekly 

Syndicate headed by Alexander 
Ince is negotiating for take-over of 
Stage Magazine, with deal expected 
to be consummated within next 
week or two. Interests headed by 
Ince reputed to command extensive 
finances, and when taking over the 
mag, as is reported a certainty, will 
convert it into a weekly with the 
start of the new show season. 

John Hanrahan, present publisher, 
will continue with the mag, prob- 
ably as counsel to the new publish- 
ers. Ince also known as Sandor 
Incze, and previously identified with 
the theatre as play scout, writer and 
show mag publisher in Budapest. 





Walker Runs Commentator 

With return of C. Lester Walker 
to The Commentator, replacing 
Hawthorne Daniel, mag is getting a 
once-over lightly. Curtailed in size 
until the sprightlier content can get 
going, but expected to go back to the 
former size with the August issue, 

Walker, former circulation man- 
ager, Officially down as assistant 
managing editor, same post occupied 
by Daniel. Charles Payson, pub- 
lisher, listed as managing editor, 
with Lowell Thomas down as editor. 
Actually, however, Walker is edito- 
rial head. 





Frontier and Midland Halting? 

Unless new financing can be se- 
cured, Frontier and Midland, one of 
the foremost of the so-called ‘little’ 
mags, halts publication with its cur- 
rent number. Labor of love rather 
than one for profit, periodical’s 
treasury is exhausted, Harold G. 
Merriam, mag’s publisher, says. 

Frontier and Midland represents 
an amalgamation of Merriam’s Fron- 
tier with Midland, published by John 
T. Frederick. 





Ken is Doomed 

Admitted by its publishers that 
they ‘backed the wrong horse,’ Ken, 
the mag, will be discontinued with 
the Aug. 3 issue. Periodical, which 
purportedly gave the inside on cur- 
rent events, went weekly around 
two months ago, with a concurrent 
drop in price from 25c to a dime. 

Change failed to achieve the de- 
sired results, with decision made to 
scrap the mag. 








Paul Holmes Resigns 
Paul A. Holmes, editor of the Mil- 
waukee Evening Post and its prede- 
cessor, the new Milwaukeé Leader, 
since March, 1938, has resigned and 
left the daily July 1. Holmes was 
, one of a group of three former execs 





John Wilstach read the letter, ad- | Dickinson’s devoutness with some of ; of the Milwaukee Sentinel who or- 


dressed to him as author of ‘Rope | his approval and veto of new laws, | ganized 


Neckties,’ a McBride western, tell- 


wondered, till he saw a little slip 


| be read to them before they voted. 


' ruled this out of order. 


the Wisconsin Guardian 


Publishing Co. and through it ac- | Quitting editorship of old humor | Time, was its editor for a day Te 
ing him of being an honor guy, he Speaker Howard Nugent, however, | quired ownership of the Leader from | mag, Puck, in 1896, he launched upon] cently in celebration of 


‘the Milwaukee Social Democratic 


Publishing Co. Group sold con- 
trolling interest in the company in 
March of this year to a committee 
representing Milwaukee labor unions 
affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Holmes, however, re- 
mained editor during the transition 
period. 





License Lending Libraries 

New ordinance in Lansing, Mich., 
requires licensing of all Jending 
libraries and magazine stands at fee 
of $1 per year. However, license may 
be revoked for any good reason, i.e., 
rental or sale of indecent books, 
| postal cards or mags. Advisory board 
b. seven persons, appointed by Lan- 
sing mayor, makes recommendations 
to city council concerning alleged 
violations of ordinance. Unlicensed 





libraries exempted from licenses, 





Omnibook Smaller 
Omnibook, the mag using abridge- 


|ments of current novels, which has 


appeared in an over-size format 
since the start of publication some 
months ago, goes to the standard 
size of Time with the July issue. No 
reduction in content, however, with 
number of pages to be increased 
from 128 to 160 to make up for the 
smaller format. 

Abridgements of five novels in 
each issue, with around 30,000 words 
of each book used. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Cameo, new mag for femmes, in 
the making, with publication to 
start in September. Canadian mag 
of the same name and policy, also 
to get under way after the summer, 
announced recently. Publisher of 
the American Cames is Charles W. 
Hartman, with Russell T. Sanford 
editing. 

New paper in Camden, N. J., 
planned by Moe Annenberg, Philly 
Inquirer publisher, to buck J. David 
Stern’s Courier-Post there, is out. 
No reason given for the about-face 
on plans after editors and reporters 
were even interviewed and half- 
promised jobs. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Aladar Fonyo, 54, managing edi- 
tor of the N. Y. Hungarian Daily 
Nepszava, died June 27 of pneu- 
monia. Previously editor of the 
Cleveland Hungarian Daily Szabad- 
sag. Widow and a daughter sur- 
vive. 

Edward Everett Brodie, 63, pub- 
lisher of the Oregon City (Ore.) 
Morning Enterprise, died suddenly 
June 27 at Salem, Ore. Editor of the 
paper for many years, he was until 
recently Minister to Finland. For- 
merly prez of the Oregon State Edi- 
torial Association and of the National 
Editorial Association. Survived by 
his widow, son and daughter. 


Morton F. Judd, 53, v.p. of the 
Stratford (Conn.) Times Star, died 
Wednesday (28) after illness of sev- 
eral months, Additionally interested 
in a number of commercial activities. 
Wife and a son survive. 

Elof Svedberg, 55, editor of the 
Chicago Swedish-American Tribune, 
died Wednesday (28) of a heart ail- 
ment. Had previously served for 23 
years as California correspondent 
for a number of Swedish-language 
papers, 

William Harding Mayes, 78, who 
with his brother, H. F, Mayes, owned 
one of the first newspaper chains in 
the U. S., died June 26 at Austin, 
Tex. Beginning as editor and pub- 
lisher of the Brownwood (Tex.) Bul- 
letin, Mayes and his brother acquired 
other papers in Texas and adjoining 
states, Formerly a prez of the Na- 
tional Editorial Association and of 
the Texas Press Association. Mar- 
ried twice, three children from each 
union surviving. 

Mrs. Helen Reimensnyder Martin, 
70, novelist, noted for her stories of 
Pennsylvania Dutch life, died 
Thursday (29) in New Canaan, Conn, 
Had 30 novels published since 1904, 
most recent, ‘Emily Untamed,’ ap- 
pearing in 1937. Son and a daughter 
survive. 

Charles S. Schartenberg, 67, for 
last seven years manager of the Pa- 
cific Daily Racing Form, died June 
27 at his home in Los Angeles. Pre- 
viously had charge of the Daily Rac- 
ing Form in N. Y. Began as a 
newsboy in Chicago, and became 
circulation manager of the Herald- 
Examiner in that city. Survived by 
his widow and two children. 

Harry Leon Wilson, 72, novelist, 
playwright and short story writer, 
j and one of most widely read Amer- 





vendors face fine $100 or 90-day jail | 
term, or both. Public and _ school | 


> 


and in collaboration with Booth 
Tarkington. Many of his works were 
done on stage and screen, notably 
‘Ruggles of Red Gap,’ ‘Merton of the 
Movies’ and ‘Man From Home.’ Mar. 
ried twice, both unions ending in 
divorce. 


Harry F. Kendall, 72, editor and 
publisher of the Mattoon (IIl.) Jour. 
nal Gazette, died Wednesday (28) 
after a paralytic attack. Widow sur. 
vives, 

Travis D. Wells, 79, former N. Y, 
and Chicago newspaperman, died 
Saturday (1) at his home in N., y, 
Began newspaper work on the Chi. 
cago Tribune, later coming to N. Y, 
where he served on the Times, and 
| old World and Evening World. 
Widow and a son survive. 

Hiram W. Hayes, 80, retired news- 
paperman and mag editor, died Sat- 
urday (1) in Syracuse, N. Y. Edited 
The Children’s Star, a mag, previ- 
| ously serving as telegraph editor of 
the Kansas City Times and assistant 
managing editor of the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. 


| 





CHATTER 


T. Drasin’s Country Book under- 
taking started. 

Pennant Publications formed by 
George E. West. 

Mahlon C. Swartz working on a 
new publishing idea. 

Horace Willard Merwin has formed 
the National News Service. 

Alfred A. Knopf sailed to look in 
on his firm’s scribblers abroad. 

Bruce Lancaster in Bermuda on 
research for a historical novel. 

American Authors and Artists 
Agency established by Ann Wour- 
sell. 

Son to Mr. and Mrs. James War- 
wick. Father is the author and play- 
wright. 

Benjamin Appel in Pittsburgh for 
info on a novel about the steel and 
coal industry. 

Wellington Roe back from New 
England with data for a novel to be 
localed there. 

Bertha Damon to her summer 
place at Alton, N. H., to do a humor- 
ous book on gardening. 

Walter Crofts will go to Province- 
town for the summer as soon as he 
polishes his new novel. 

Ordway Tead, one of the Harper's 
editors, has an honorary degree from 
St. Lawrence University. 

Kenneth Collins, assistant to the 
general manager of the N. Y. Times, 
married Laura Mae Reilly. 

William deS. Larsman has taken an 
old Connecticut farmhouse for a 
summer of steady fictioneering. 

After all those years in lower Man- 
hattan, Freda Kirchwey has moved 
The Nation to a midtown location. 

Helen Brown Norden, who au- 
thored ‘Latins Are Lousy Lovers,’ 
wed to John Laurenson—who’s Irish. 

Thomas H. Beck, the Crowell 
Publishing Co. head, back from a 
quick gander at the European scene. 

Donald Ogden Stewart, while 
east, has signed a contract with Har- 
court, Brace to do a book, his first 
in 10 years, 

Caral de Cuadra, femme, who 
crossed the Andes from Brazil to 
Peru alone last year, will do a book 
for Orlin Tremaine. 

H. Allen Smith, of the N. Y. World 
Telegram editorial staff, has sold a 
satire on Hitler to Stackpole for 
August publication. 

Lessing L. Engelking, assistant 
night editor of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, has taken (Miss) Hess 
Pringle Houghton as his bride. 

Stella Unger, Your Hollywood 
News Girl of the Air, to conduct @ 
featured page in Glamour Magazine, 
beginning with the September issue. 

David Goodis another advertising 
copy writer to turn author, Philadel- 
phian, who is but 22, has placed his 
first novel, ‘Retreat From Oblivion,’ 
with Dutton. 

William Attaway, the actor, who 
was last in one of the road companies 
of ‘You Can’t Take It with You,” will 
have his first novel published by 
Doubleday, Doran. Calls it ‘Let Me 
Breathe Thunder.’ 

Four chapters from ‘Tomorrow Is 
the New Moon,’ Sophie Smith (Mrs. 
Arthur) Settel’s story of an Amer- 
ican school teache. in Palestine, will 
b> published by Opinion magazine, 
beginning in September. 

Add to man-and-wife writing 
teams that comprising Florence Ry- 
erson and Colin Clements. 

Name of Edgar Allan Poe, Jr., to 
appear as author of a whodunit, ‘The 
House Party Murders,’ which Lip- 
pincott will publish in the fall. Re- 





lated to the Poe who was no slouch 

as a whodunit scribbler himself. 
John Rodemeyer, who for many 

years edited the Greenwieh (Conn.) 


bow authors of light fiction, died News and Graphic before Wythe 


Thursday (29) at Monterey, Cal. 


| prolific writing career on his own 


Williams renamed it Greenwict 


his 81: 
birthday. 
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Broadway 


George M. Cohan’s 61st birthday 
(4). 
— Maney visiting parents at 
Wash. 
aoe Hanson back to Canada after 

j siness Visit. 

Wie cond Gallagher around after 
long period in hospital. 

Ann Watkins due back from the 
Coast today (Wednesday ). 

No cars from Stadium allowed 
through Harlem after Louis-Galento 
fight. 

Sears is a champ trapshooter, 
Tae amend those at the top in the 


“oe Blair, with a broken bone in 
his ankle, getting around with the 
i a cane. 
_ Balaban returned to New 
York Monday (3) from the Thousand 
Islands, N. Y. ; 
Helen Kane on air first time in 
four years via Vallee program 
sday (6). 
ThWillie Harris, treasurer of Miller, 
on similar duty at Deertrees theatre, 


Me. 

Horace MacMahon ccrammed to 
Hollywood after one week but due 
back in August. ; a 

Chin Lee’s gives it valance billing 
to ‘all-union —~ otal rather 

name thereof. 
me hl Stevenson due back at the 
Playwrights’ Co. office this week 
from Surry, Me. + de 

Sammy Weisbord, of the William 
Morris office, goes to the Coast July 
15, to stay four weeks. 

Jean Galliat, French theatre own- 
er, here studying presentation bally- 
hoo on the main stem. f 

Jock Whitney delayed his de- 
parture for the Coast, shoving off 
later this week instead. ws 

Dave Burns, of RKO Radio British 


productions, visiting N. Y.. sails 
back to London, July 29. 
Franklyn Underwood, 20th-Fox 


eastern story editor, just over a long 
siege at Doctors Hospital. 

Hamilton Brooks, play-reader for 
Brock Pemberton, vacationing in 


_ Emporia, Kan., of all places. 


M. L. Van Slyke, long a publicist 
in pictures, is handling the Danish 
Pavilion at the World's Fair. 

Pre-July 4 influx boomed the 
niteries last week, but biz collapsed 
over the holiday weekend itself. 

The 50th street ‘midway’ between 
the Roxy and Music Hall does a ter- 
rific pitch with those Fair souvenirs. 

Jack McInerneys shoved off Friday 
(30) by car for the south, with 
Virginia Beach the first stop. 

T. X. Jones, Par auditing execu- 
tive, convalescing on Long Island 
afier beating a tough pneumonia 
case. 

Miriam Howell, former eastern 
story editor for Samuel Goldwyn, 
ene from a second opera- 
ion. 


Sam Burger, Meiro home-office 
trouble-shooter, back to New York, 
‘July 8, from Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 

Mrs. William Faversham, second 
wife of the star, back from Detroit, 
where she was with the Federal 
theatre. 

Bert Turgeon, Oklahoma City buy- 
er for J. H. -Par interests, 
now in New York, returns west Aug. 
1 when family arrival is expected. 

George D. Lottman, Broadway 
eye hibernating in Miami 

h because of his family, doing a 
an Pan Alley series for King Fea- 
ures, 

F. C. (Corky) O’Keefe, manager of 
the Casa Loma is sponsoring 
the PGA tournament at the Pomonok 
Golf Club, Flushing, L. L, which 
opens Sunday (9). 

Richard Madden, play agent for the 
Lyons & Lyons office, left Friday 
(30) for about six weeks’ conferences 
with Eugene O'Neill, Cole Porter and 
mapin Flavin on the Coast. 

m Lyons’ Home for Weekenders 
was SRO at his Rye place, with the 
Jack Bennys, nurse and and baby, 
the Andy Devines, the Phi] Bakers, 
Block and Sully and the Jack Haleys 
in from the Coast. 

Morvis office taking entire floor in 

(8) Bldg. and extending lease 10 
years, which constitutes some sort of 
a reprieve from the Rockefellers, 

want to ease agents out of the 
RCA and RKO Bldgs. 


Charlie Burton, Par maintenance 
head, introduced two strangers 
on a plane a couple weeks ago as a 
&ag, knowing neither of them him- 
self. They turned up at his office the 
other day, advising him they were 
Married, and insisted on entertain- 
ing him. 





Philadelnh; 


By Herb Golden 





Jack Harris, of the Mayfair, en- 
» e Mayfair, 


Ed Wallis back on WIP with his 
“Man About Town.’ 


Mrs, Irvin M. Charlap elected prez 


of Variet club auxiliary. 

ef! Zimbalist vacationing in Jersey. 
v Callow next of the W publicity 

staff to go 


0 go. 
Del Dengate, WIP 
’ panelman, en- 
faged to Mari i 
set for F, Baley. Hitching 


wers Gouraud writing a series 
Ganits for Arthur } ee tabbed 

= tlemen’s Gentleman.’ 
id Samuelson followed Allied 


convensh by attending son’s gradua- | 
tion from Antioch college. 

Percy Bloch, former Paramount 
chief here, back to Texas, where he’s 
making his permanent home. 

Tommy Martin, current magico at 
the Walton, is a former reporter for 
the Nashville (Tenn.) Banner. 

Fred Wentker upped to assistant 
Photophone division manager of 
RCA and W. L. Jones made national 
service manager. 

Saul Caston, assistant conductor of 
the Philadelphia Orchestra, on the 
Coast for a summer season at the 
Hollywood Bowl. 

Warner salesmen finally got their 
prizes — engraved watches—in the 
first annual Vitaphone shorts drive 
which ended April 15, 

Inkspots, current at the Little 
Rathskeller here, being deluged by 
cleffers anxious to have them intro 
their numbers after the success of 


+ ‘If I Didn’t Care.’ 


Lewen Pizor, United Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners’ prez, to Wash- 
ington tomorrow (Thursday) to con- 
fer with Department of Commerce 
officials on picture problems. 

Suit has been filed in New York 
by Mike Levinson for damages from 
the Europa theatre (now the Studio) 
for failure to play ‘Lash of the 
Penitentes’ as per an alleged agree- 
ment. 





Paris 





Victor Francen to N. Y. 

Rex Ingram, the Negro player, in 
from N. Y. 

Wesley Ruggles in from Vichy and 
to Deauville. 

Marcel Carne planring to do Emil 
Zola’s ‘Nana.’ 

Sonja Henie here en route to Nor- 
way for vacation. 

Comedie Francaise troupe departed 
for South American tour. 

Dorothy Kirsten, American radio 
singer, to Rome for study. 

Jean Cocteau’s much-talked about 
‘Les Parents Terribles’ closed. 

New cinema for Paris, ‘Suffren- 
Cinema,’ on Avenue de Suffren. 

Mary Pickford and Buddy Rogers 
in Cannes before dashing off to 
Venice. 

Eddy Foy signed to appear with 
his orchestra three times weekly on 
Radio-Paris. 

Florelle, French star of the 
‘Beggar’s Opera,’ hospitalized after 
auto accident in Paris. 

Dolores del Rio expected here 
shortly to do ‘Bifur 3’ with Annie 
Vernay and Rene Dary. 

3. H. Seidelman in from New York 
to preside at conference of Uni- 
versal’s Continental reps. 

Hungarian Marta Eggerth will 
head cast in ‘Manon Lescaut’ pro- 
duced by Gregoire Ravinovitsch. 

American socialite-actor John 
Lodge to play Francis-Ferdinand in 
picture of that name by Max Ophuls. 

Lilian Harvey here to do ‘Ser- 
enade,’ based on Franz’ Schubert’s 
life with Louis Jouvet portraying 
composer. 

Benefit given for cabaret singer 
Daniella at the Moulin de Paris. 
Daniella recovering from an attack 
by a madman. 

Ludwig Berger. who did ‘Trois 
Valses’ (‘Three Waltzes’), collabo- 
rating with Alexander Korda on the 
‘Thief of Bagdad.’ 

Leopold Stokowski directed Paris 
Philharmonic in his first and only 
Paris appearance for the benefit of 
the American Aid Society. 

Henry Garat indicted on charge of 
causing iniury by negligence to 
Simone Caralli during motorboat 
ride off the Mediterranean Coast last 
July. 

Christian Jacque filming story 
written on lines of ‘Dead End Kids,’ 
featuring youngsters living in Paris 
slums. Entitled ‘L’Enfer des Anges’ 
(The Angels Hel’). 

The Theatre des Ambassadeurs 
hustling for September opening, 
when Henry Bernstein takes over 
with his new three-act play, ‘La 
Chasse’ (‘The Hunt’). 

Students and ex-members of the 
famous school, Ecole Polytechnique, 
which has turned out some of 
France’s best engineers, to collaborate 
in film which is to depict life at the 
school. : 

Charpini, Marie Dubas, Georgius, 
Mirielle, O’Dett, Suzy Solidor and 
Jean Tranchant took part in a bene- 
fit performance at the Bobino for 
Dora del Monte, variety dancer, who 
has undergone a serious operation. 

With the French becoming more 
Empire-conscious, ‘Au Service de 
L’Empire’ (‘At the Service of the 
Empire’), which is on Indo-China is 
slated. Cast includes Jean Murat and 
scenes will be shot at Angkor, Hanoi 
and Saigon. 

Maurice Chevalier’s charity show, 
‘Radio-37,’ for the benefit of retired 
French actors, cleared 110,000 francs 
(about $3.500). Performers were 
Chevalier, Walter Roumme]. Martha 
Eggerth, Jan Kiepura, Jo Bouillon, 
among others. : A 

By order of referee’s court, Corsi- 
can crooner Tino Rossi is to be 
examined for his proficiency in 
English. He was signed to sing and 
speak English in film for World Pic- 
tures of London, Company advanced 
him $6,000 to go to the U. S. to learn 
English but it claims he didn’t show 
any progress after the trip. Now he 





has been ordered to go into a private 
gabfest with an English professor. 
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London | 


Jack Waller on a Scottish golfing | 
holiday, ~ 

Joan Hickson gave birth to her | 
second child. 

Marion Harris in sudden return 
from America. 

P. G. Wodehouse received honorary 
degree at Oxford. 

Cecil Clovelly, Paramount talent 
scout, closing office. 

Jack Webb, manager for Leicester 
Square theatre, is out. 

Zelma O’Neal granted a divorce 
from Anthony Bushell. 

Mayflower Pictures giving up its 
‘ffices and dismissing staff, 

The Arts Theatre Club, in Leicester | 
Square, to be auctioned July 18. | 

Leen G. Turrou in town for a} 
couple of days, then off to Paris, 

R. G. Blackie, of the Charles L. 
Tucker office, an appendicitis victim. 

Jack Forester in from Paris to fix 
deal on new Marlene Dietrich pic- 
ture. 

Billy Bennett postponed his annual 
trip to New York due to death of his 
mother, 

Violet Crosbie, Metro talent scout. 








England web out of WCSH, with 
Burt Smith interviewing. ; 
Clifford Odets at Lakewood putting 


finishing strokes on ‘Silent Partner,’ 


which he says Group plans to put 
into rehearsal in four week, 
Portiand advent of Ringling Bros. 


'and Barnum & Bailey Monday (8) 


veing heralded by one-sheets on 
wagons peddling ice. Circus uses the 
solid water for air-conditioning. | 

Eve Abbott, lately of ‘American 
Way,’ joins husband, Keenan Wynn, 
at Lakewood. Bride no stranger to 
these parts—played with Warren 
Hymer in last year’s production of 
‘Milky Way’ at Skowhegan. ‘ 

Portland high school graduation 
had student orator listing distin- 
guished alumni. Kid’s final verdict 
eon most outstanding graduates: 
Admiral Peary, discoverer of the 
North Pole, and John Ford, 20th 
Century-Fox director. 


Barcelona 


Antonio Quintero, the author, con- 
valescing here. ; 
Tarsila Criado and Jesus Tordesil- 











has revealed she wed Henri Halphen 


April 26. 

Ruth (and Billy) Ambrose in 
miscarriage. 

Fosters have lined up 16 weeks for 
Tracy and Hay, who are due back 
here Aug. 15. 

Una O’Connor to appear in a 
Warner production at Teddington, 
titled ‘Dressed to Kill.’ 

‘Tommy’ MacNaughton, 
daughter of Alice Lloyd, engaged to 
marry a schoolmaster. 

Jack Buchanan to produce four 
films at his newhy-acquired Hammer- 
smith studios and will appear in all. 

Irving Asher’s next production, in 
association with Columbia, will be 
, nn 5 aan End,’ a sort of local ‘Dead 


Josephine. Trix teaming with 
Charlie O’Donnell, formerly of the 
Three Rascals, for new vaudeville 
offering. 

Robert Courtneidge, father of 
Cicely, left around $50,000. Was gen- 
erally presumed to have been a 
millionaire. 

United Artists sales convention to 
start Friday (7). First time in years 
it won’t be attended by Murray 
Silverstone. 

Richard Tauber will go to South 
Africa in August in “The Land of 
Smiles.’ Hella Kurty will play her 
original part. ; 

‘Nazi Spy’ booked for entire As- 
sociated British- circuit. John Max- 
well outbid Arthur Jarratt, Gaumont- 
British booker. 

Two American plays will be pro- 
duced in London this month—‘Alien 
Corn’ at Wyndham’s and ‘Gentle 
People’ at the Strand. 

Cafe Anglais to start amateur 
talent competition, to last a month. 
Policy commences last week in July, 
with Billy Milton to m.c. 

While filming ‘An Englishman’s 
Home’ at Denham, Mary Maguire 
fractured an ankle, holding up pic- 
ture from fortnight to a month. 

Ross and Bennett, just back from 
Africa, grabbed four more weeks 
with General Theatres Corp. just as 
they booked passage for home. 

Gainsborough’s long-postponed ‘Rob 
Roy’ finally going into production 
next month, with Michael Redgrave 
in name rt. Picture will be re- 
leased by 20th. 7 

John M. Myers, former publicity 
chief for London Films, and now 
handling similar job for Alexander 
Korda and Irving Asher, moving into 
bigger offices. 

Robert Morley opens July 17 at 
Peter Bull’s summer theatre in 
Perranporth, where he will remain 
for the better part of the annual 
eight-week season. 

Mario Zampi to do another for 
Paramount release at Sound City. 


Will star Douglas Wakefield, brother- | 
in-law of Gracie Fields, and titled | 


‘Source of Irritation.’ 

John Argyle Film Productions to 
do two in a row end the month at 
Welwyn. They are ‘Flight Cadet’ and 
‘Traitor Spy,’ both in conjunction 
with Associated British. 

H. & B. Cinemas, Ltd., has been 
registered with a nominal capital of 
$5,000 in 1,000 $5 shares. Directors: 
Mark Ostrer, Maurice Ostrer, George 
Black, Arthur W. Jarratt. 

Jack Raymond picture, based on 
life of Leslie Stuart, which was to 
have gone into production immedi- | 
ately for Grand National (London). | 
postponed till next month. 


Maine 


By Robert McDeneough 








Fay Wray having portrait done at 
Skowhegan by Muriel Robinson. 

Cliff Leeman disbanding local 
band to take over drums for Tommy 
Dorsey. 

Art K. Atherton, WGAN ad man, 
peering into furniture stores; he'll be 
an August groom. : 

Fenton Bros. orch (Lewiston) be- 
ing aired twice weekly by WGAN 
from S. Portland’s Jack O’Lantern, 

Harry Botwick, Portland worrier 
for M. & P. Theatres, is trying a 
vacation where there are no tele- 
phone or ducat-seekers. 

Diana Barrymore displayed plenty 


Countess Carnarvon’s hospital after | 


‘| cedes Prendes and Irene Caba Alba 


las to tour Spain. 

Roberto Rey, the film star, to re- 
turn to the stage. 

Ricardo Nunez to star in a pic- 
ture directed by Mignoni. 

Olvido Rodriguez to perform in 
| Perez-Madrigal’s ‘Reoforo’. 

Casas Bricio has completed ‘An- 
| gustias la Faraona’ play in verse. 
} Elias Sanjuan and Eduardo Her- 
|}nandez organizing a slapstick com- 


youngest | edy company. 


Jesus Navarro joins the Gasco- 
Granada company to reinforce the 
cast of ‘E] Delirio’. 

Maria Palou, the actress, and 
Felipe Sassone, the author, back 
from South America. 

Joaquin Romero Marchent, the 
journalist, has written a comedy, 
‘Cocktail,’ to be premiered at Burgos. 

Casas Bricio and Mendez Herrers 
have written a new comedy, ‘E] Co- 
razon al Aparato’ (“The Heart at the 
| Phone’). 
| Rafael Ramirez forming a compa- 
ny at Madrid’s Fuencarral with Mer- 





as headliners. 

Maria Esparza, the retired dancer, 
to get a government job as dance 
teacher of an official institution to 
be created soon. 

‘La Confradia De los Amargados’ 
(The Brotherhood of the Embit- 
tered’) is the title of a new comedy 
by Antonio Paso. 

Maria F. Ladron de Guevara 
opened at San Sebastian with ‘La 
Senorita Angeles,’ a comedy by 
Pedro Munoz Seca. 

Jose and Ramon Gonzalez Bastida, 
the young composers, writing the 





Hollywood 


J. Donald Wilson sued for divorce. 
Irving Reis to Sierras for a month. 
Robert Armstrong granted a di- 
vorce. 
Pau! Hurst brack to work after ac- 
cident. 
Gabe Cohn recovering from 
surgery. 

Ed Thomas 
flack staff. 

Rosalind Shaffer joined Ha! Roach 
flack staff. 

Wallace Ford fined $55 for traffic 
violations. 


joined Principal's 


Sam Marx eastward to gander 
strawhats. 

Gene Towne recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 


William Schneider in from Man- 
hattan on biz. 

Sig Herzig back at work after six 
weeks’ illness. 

Del Goodman in from India for 
studio huddles. 

Dennis O’Keefe laid up for week 
by motor crash. 

Irving Cummings celebrated 30th 
year in pictures, 

Howard Waugh here from Memphis 
for studio confabs. 

John Erskine talking over studio 
writing assignments. 

Sidney Miller gandering product 
for Interstate circuit. 

Ralph Clark and Mike Shathin 
back to the Far East. 

Sid Epstein looking over product 
for his Omaha circuit. 


U. 8S. tax collector asked $1,339 
more from Lili Damita. 
Ray Milland reported for work 


after vacash in England. 

Bob Gillham back to N. Y. after 
week of deep sea fishing. 

Smiley Burnette left for two-month 
p.a. tour of hoss country. 

Elsa Lanchester in from England 
to join Charles Laughton. 

George Burns and Gracie Allen 
back in town for summer rest. 

Louis D. Lighton bought a 48,000- 
acre ranch near Prescott, Ariz. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon in 
town after three years abroad. 

F. Hugh Herbert sold his novel- 
ette, ‘Ticket Stubs,’ to Red Book. 

Sam Arnow, Sam Armstrong and 
Tom Conlon combining their agen- 
cies. 

M. A. Lightman gandering studios. 

Bill Thomas back to work after 
Canadian vacash. 

Arthur Crawford, general man- 
ager of Chicago Tribune syndicate, 
in Hollywood looking over filming of 
cartoon strips. 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 











| final bars of ‘La Reina Cursi’ (‘The 
|Clumsy Queen’), an operetta by 
Juan Cuberts, 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 








Evelyn Gerstein in to bally UA 
Heifetz film. 

Milford’s new Drive-In theatre do- 
~~ bn biz. 

teen straw hats operating in 
Connecticut this aa, ai 

Halsted Wellies, Yale drama direc- 
tor, has completed a novel. 

Charles Kuliman hopped in briefly 
for college concert at Woolsey hall. 

Mrs. S. Z. Poli presented with sil- 
ver plaque by Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

Matt Saunders still handling 
Loew-New England publicity while 
Lew Brown is in Boston, 

Late summer, plus proximity of 
N. Y. Fair, has been murderous for 
Savin Rock outdoor park. 

Dave Hudkins managing spot 
| called Artie Shaw's Swing club, with 
| Clari.etist listed as backer. 

_ Worthy Hills at Baybrook, shore- 
line dine-and-dancery. His former 
spot, Pavilion Royal, washed away 
|in last year’s hurricane. 

Frank Braden, here with Ringling- 
Barnum outfit, renewing local ac-' 
quaintances; he used to be Poli p.a.) 
here under Herschel Stuart. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 











Wigwam park third oasis to offer 
free talking pictures. 

Gin Shark’s band and 
Craigs Meadows hotel. .. 

Jimmie Applegate’s orch featured 
at Clyde’s, Mountainhome. 

Concert pianist Frederick Sittig 
and violinist Margaret Sittig sum- 
mering at their Neola home. 

Another exhibitor headache. Night 
baseball folded, but A.A.U.—spon- 
sored boxing pulling big crowds. 

Wyckoff department store’s second 
excursion to N. Y. Fair drew 550. 
First trip five weeks ago had 1,800. 

Mae Desmond appears as ‘Stella 
Dallas’ with her players at the 
Haubert summer theatre, Newfound- 
land, starting Thursday (6). 

Nick Nichols’ band back at Say- 
lor’s Lake Pavilion, Saylorsburg. 
Downstairs tavern offers Hal Lon- 
genbach at the Hammond organ. 

Channing Barron’s’§ Bilue-Notes 
playing at Harold Brugler’s Colum- 
bia hotel. Columbia, N. J., with 
show including Harrianna Bridges 


show at) 


M. A. Lightman off for Hollywood 
junket. 

Cecil Vogel, of Loew’s, home from 
vacation in Kentucky and Indiana. 

Little theatre still minus a suc- 
cessor to Eugart Yeriam as director. 

Gus Arnheim breaking in new 
ane on Hotel Peabody’s Plantation 
Roo 


Eugart Yerian out as director of 
Little Theatre after seven years. No 
successor yet. 

New Variety Club here mulling a 
proper charity. Quarters are in 
Hotel Gayoso, 

Ralph Dunbar, former summer 
opera director here, now handling 
season in Toledo. 

Chalmers Cullins and Nate Evans, 
of the Orpheum, off to New York in 
quest of film booking. 

Liquor legal in Memphis last week, 
first time in 30 years. Sale is by 
package only in private stores, 

Night baseball and the Memphis 
team first in Southern League race 
vane theatres plenty of competi- 
tion, 

Larry Powell, brother to Jack, the 
novelty drummer, featured with 
Clyde McCoy on Starlite Terrace at 
Hotel Claridge. 

Col Cecil E. Vogel, of Loew’s, va- 
cationing in his hometown, Owens- 
boro, Ky. Orville Crouch, circuit's 
Dixie relief manager, pinch-hitting. 

Igor Ivan and Bob Knapp, WMPS 
announcers, have joined Randall 
MacInnes and Gorden Lawhead in 
establishing new Memphis Junior 
School of Stage and Radio for 
juve hopefuls. P 

Eric Mattson, tenor, making the 
strawhat music rounds. Has sung in 
Los Angeles, San Francisco and St. 
Louis summer operas this season. 
Opens here Friday (7) in ‘New 
Moon,’ then to Toledo for ‘Desert 
Song’ and ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 


Chicago 


Joe Sherman back from an eastern 
jaunt. 
Lou Cowan engaged to Polly 
Siegel. 

Herb Lutz into New York on mue 
sic confab. 

Walter Donovan recouping from 
laryngitis. 








to new comedy. 

Sam Ward going ahead of the 
Rubin & Cherry shows. 

Arthur Willi scouting a couple of 
local drama player: for RKO. 

Lou Wolfson, handling the Ft. 
Worth Casa Manana show for the 
Morris office, in town for quick 








of moxie in interview for New 


and Rodgers & Morris. 


gander. 
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BOBBY VERNON 

Bobby Vernon, 40, slapstick co- 
median in the silent screen days, 
died of a heart attack in Hollywood 
last Wednesday (28). Of the screen’s 
early pie-throwing days, Vernon had | 
been with Mack Sennett and Chris- 
tie, among other early comedy pro- 
ducers. 

Vernon first broke into show biz 
when Dill, of Kolb and Dill, for 
whom he was a Call boy, broke a 
leg and he substituted for the stage | 
comedian. From there he shifted 
to Hollywood, where he played com- 
edy roles for a number of companies. | 

Surviving are his mother, the} 
former Dorothy Vernon, widow of | 
Harry Burns, editor of a former) 
picture daily; his widow, Angie, and 
a daughter, Barbara. 





U. J. HERRMANN 

U. J. (Sport) Herrmann, 66, one- 
time theatre operator in Chicago and 
a familiar and colorful sporting | 
figure there, died Sunday (2) of ins | 
juries received in an automobile ac- 
cident at Sturgeon Bay, Wis. 

In Chicago, after many theatrical | 
ventures in partnership with H. H.| 
Frazee, Herrmann built and man- | 
aged the Cort theatr., which he de- | 
molished years later rather than nd 
the Shuberts book attractions in his 
He once owned an interest | 


| 
| 
| 


house. 


THE MINERS 


TOM, ED. and GEORGE 


They have not been forgotten 
Mr. and Mrs. Barney Gerard 





in the Boston Red Sox and the 

Zenith Radio Corp. Iu retirement 

over 10 years, Herrmann amassed 

a fortune said to exceed $10,000,000. 
He is survived by a brcther. 





AMY LESLI= 

Amy Leslie, for 40 years a drama 
critic and before that an actress, died 
in Chicago on Monday (3). She was 
about 90 years old. Native of Iowa, 
Miss Leslie turned to the light opera 
stage at an early age and was popu- 
lar on Broadway back in the days of 
Gilbert and Sullivan. ‘°n the stage 
she used the name Lillie West. 

Miss Leslie married Harry Brown, 
an opera singer, in about 1885, and 
they trouped the country together. 
It was when she retired as prima 
donna of ‘Castles in the Air’ with 
DeWolf Hopper, because of grief 
over death of her four-year-old son, 
that she submitted her first story to 
the Chicago Daily News. She be- 
came its drama critic in 1890 and 
retired in 1930. She married Frank 
Buck in 1901 and divorced him 
in 1915. 





COL. THOMAS C. CAMPBELL 

Col. Thomas C. Campbell, 77, New 
Orleans theatre manager for more 
than 40 years and one time asso- 
cite of A. L. Erlanger, died June 28, 
while vacationing in New Bedford, 
Mass. 

Campbell was a native of Alex- 
andria, O. He began his career as 
an ad agent and manager for Klaw 
& Erlanger, representing them later 
in New Orleans. He managed the 
Tulane and Crescent theatres there 
for 35 years. 

Surviving are his widow and a 
sister. 





WALTER W. BECHTEL 

Walter W. Bechtel, 57, onetime 
minstrel man and former manager 
of the Peoples theatre in Cedar 
Rapids, Ia. died in Cedar Rapids 
June 17. He had been connected 
with the old Majestic vaudeville 
theatre, Cedar Rapids. Bechtel was 
advertising manager. of the Cedar 
Rapids Republican for ten years and 
for the past 12 years had been with 
the Iowa Electric Co., specializing in 
lighting. 

Survived by wife, two sisters and 
a brother. 





FRANK H. MARROCCO 

Frank H. Marrocco, 52, who 
toured the Keith circuit with his 
brother as ‘Brown and Brown’, died 
Friday (30) im Providence, R. I. 

Marrocco’s stage career included 
tours with Eva Tanguay on the old 
Keith time; and also with ‘The Six 
Imperial Dancers’ whom he organ- 
ized and managed. 

Wife, son, daughter and several 
brothers and sisters survive. 





GOTTLOB HAMMER 
Gottlob Hammer, 75, veteran the- 
atre operator, died in Philadelphia 
last Thursday (29). Born in Rutling, 
Germany, Hammer came to the 





ARIES 


United States at the age of three. 
He was in the hotel business and for 
many years conducted the German 
theatre, retiring 36 years ago. 
Hammer was former member of 
the Philadelphia Board of Education. 
Widow, son and daughter survive. 





MARGARET CAMPBELL 
Margaret Campbell, 56, silent 
screen player, was found dead June 
27 in a Los Angeles boarding house, 
victim of a hammer attack. Her son, 





Campbell McDonald, 26, was arrest- 
ed and charged with the slaying upon 
his confession. 

She had ween married to Josef 
Swickard, film actor, but later di- 
vorced., 





NELLIE RENO 


Ellen G. Cobb, a member of the | 
Florodora Sextette, who played| 
under the name Nellie Reno, died 
in Cambridge, Mass., last week. Mrs. 
Cobb also played at various times 
with George M. Cohan and William 
A. Brady and toured the U. S. and 
Europe for many years in an act 
with her late husband, George B. 
Cobb. 

Two brothers survive. 








HARRY A. TALGE 
Harry A. Talge, 71, former legiti- 
mate theatre treasurer, died in 
Philadelphia last Thursday (28). He 
was treasurer of the Walnut street 
theatre, Chestnut street opera house 


|and the old Garrick, all in Philadel- 


phia, at various times before his re- 
tirement in 1923. 

Survived by a nephew with whom 
he lived. 





ASHLEY STERNE 

Ashley Sterne, 63, humorist. and 
composer, died in London, June 21. 
His right name was Ernest Halsey. 
The Britsh Broadcasting Company 
aired several revues for which 
Sterne composed the music and col- 
laborated on the books with A. A. 
Thomson. 

Widow and daughter survive. 





BOBBY HIGGINS 

Bobby Higgins, 52, vaudeville 
player for many years, died Friday 
(30) in Brooklyn, N. Y. He was best 
known as a member of the team of 
Melville and Higgins. He also headed 
a vaude company in a musical farce, 
‘Oh, Chetney,’ in 1922 and worked 
in the team of Lydell and Higgins. 

Two sisters and a brother survive. 





CHARLES W. GUTHRIE 

Charles W. Guthrie, 68, former 
stage and screen player, died Friday 
(30) at his home in Washington, 
D. C. He played the rabbi role in 
a road company of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
and then became a Methodist 
preacher. 
Two sisters and a brother survive. 





MRS. BEVE REDFEATHER 

Mrs. Beve Redfeather, 38, wife of 
the owner of the Redfeather Indian 
Shows, died last week in a Colum- 
bus, O., hospital following an op- 
eration for appendicitis. 

She’s survived by her widower 
and two sisters. 





WILMA WINTERS 

Wilma Kreutzman, 30, dancer, 
known. professionally as Wilma Win- 
ters, died at Saranac Lake, N. Y., on 
Friday (30). 

She appeared in a George White's 
‘Scandals’ and with the Black Crook 
company. 

JAMES A. RICHARDSON 

James A, Richardson, 54, owner 
of various western Canada radio 
stations, died June 26, 1939, of a 
heart attack in Winnipeg. 

News story in radio section this 
issue. 





PHIL DeANGELIS 
Phil DeAngelis, 58, veteran motion 
picture exploitation and advertising 
man, died June 28 at his home in 
Yonkers, N. Y. 
Details in film section. 





ALICE HILL 

Alice C. Hill, 62, legit player, died 
Thursday (29) in Hollywood. 

She was the widow of Arthur Hiil, 
former Broadway actor, and worked 
for Charles Frohman in New York 
and London. 





Mother of the late Will D. Cobb, 
songwriter, and Charles Cobb, for- 
merly in the film business, died in 
New York, June 28, at the age of 





89. She was well known te the mu- 





sic business as the administrator of 
her son, Will’s, estate. 





Clifford Junkin, 38, motion picture 
projectionist, died June 25 in Colum- 
bus, O. He was employed in She- 
boygan, Wis., theatres. Survived by 
his widow, daughter, stepson, 
mother, three brothers and three 
sisters. 





Edgar Niles McKinnon, 66, a mem- 
ber of the old Star Cornet band and 
for many years a cornetist with the 
McKinnon orchestra, Sheboygan, 
Wis., died there June 24. Survived 


| by three brothers. 





Joseph M. Hiebel, 20, associated 
with the Appleton theatre, Appleton, 
Wis., died June 26 in that city after 
a three-week illness. Survived by 
parents, a brother, two sisters and 
grandparents. 





Clyde McClay, 44, extra player, 
died Friday (30) in Hollywood after 
an accident on location for Repub- 
lic’s ‘In Old Monterey.’ He was 
crushed by an army tank. 





Daniel F. Miller, stage manager at 
the Columbia theatre, Sharon, Pa., 
died of a heart attack backstage re- 
cently. He had been at the theatre 
for more than 35 years. 





Mother of William A. Schudt, Jr., 
general manager of WKRC, Cincin- 
nati, died June 27 at her home in 
New York. 





Eugene Mahoney, 55, property 
man, died June 26 of a heart attack 
on the stage of the Orpheum the- 
atre, Los Angeles. 





Father, 75, of William Wyler, film 
director, died in Hollywood Satur- 
day (1). Two other sons also sur- 
vive. 





George Matthews, 63, father of 
Jessie Matthews, British film player, 
died June 27, in London. 





E. A. (Pop) Fisher, 82, pioneer 
California theatre owner, died June 
26 in Los Angeles. 





Grandmother, 91, of Betty Grable 
died in St. Louis Friday (30). 





MARRIAGES 


Joan Vivian Murray to Byron 
Ryan, in Los Angeles, June 30. Bride 
is daughter of John P. Murray and 
Vivian Oakland, former stage team, 
now in pictures; he’s in WB’s sound 
department. 

Bernice Schaeffer to Henry Gar- 
son, in Yuma, Ariz., June 28. Groom 
is a screen writer. 

Claire Montini to James Burns, 
in Santa Barbara, June 26. Groom 
is stage director in Hollywood. 

Billie Mulvihill to Robert McKee, 
in Pittsburgh, June 30. She’s former 
screen bit player, he’s chief an- 
nouncer at WCAE, Pitt. 

Cynthia Cate to Bill Beal, in 
Pittsburgh, July 1. He’s head of 
continuity department at KDKA, 
Pitt. 

Eleanor Klemmer to Andrew Egan 
in Trenton, N. J., June 28. He’s 
saxophonist in staff orchestra at 
WIP, Philly. 

Frances Williams to Frank Love- 
joy, in Teaneck, N. J., July 30. Bride 
is the former musical comedy singer, 
currently with Aquacade at N. Y. 
World’s Fair; he’s a radio actor. | 

Margaret Louise Chapin to Wili H. 
Hays, Jr., in Indianapolis, June 27. 
His father is the film czar. 

Doris Helen Newcomb to John 
Paul Dauer, in Greenwich, Conn., 
June 29. She’s a dancer at Radio 
City Music Hall; he’s the Music Hall 
treasurer. 

Gloria Somborn to Robert William 
Anderson, in Beverly Hills, Cal. 
June 30. Bride is daughter of Gloria 
Swanson, former screen player. 

Dorothy Fields to Ely Lahn, 
skedded for July 14, in New York, 
She’s a lyric writer and daughter 
of Lew Fields; he’s a playwright. 

Evelyn Volmer to Harvey Peter- 
son (Ricardo), in Reno, Nev., June 
26. He’s conductor-violinist at KPO- 
KGO, San Francisco. 

Margaret Hanley to Robert Ander- 
son, in San Francisco, July 2. He’s 
newscaster at KPO-KGO, San Fran- 





cisco. 





WILLIAMS’ NEW HOUSE 
Oklahoma City, July 4. 
K. Lee Williams Theatres, Inc., 
opened its new Howard, Nashville, 
Ark., with Louis Littlefair as man- 
ager of both the Howard and the 
Liberty. Littlefair formerly con- 
nected with R. E. Griffith Theatres, 





Inc., in Winters and Ballinger, Tex. 
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Film Deliveries 
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this English proeucer’s pictures was 
subsequently taken over by 20th- 
Fox. Records indicate that of the 22 
films scheduled and sold, only seven 
have been delivered. This leaves a 
total of 15 on the under-side. 


GRAND NATIONAL 


In difficulties during the past two 
years, last season under new control 
this company began supplying 1938- 
39 porduct and to date has furnished 
eight features and five westerns, The 
company sold no fixed number for 
the season. 

METRO 

A maximum of 52 and a minimum 
of 44 features was promised. Ex- 
cellent showing on deliveries is the 
release already of 51 features, with 
Metro seven pictures above its mini- 
mum requirement right now. 


MONOGRAM 


W. Ray Johnston's revived inde- 
pendent outfit offered a maximum of 
26 features and 16 westerns, a mini- 
mum of 20 features and 10 horse 
operas. It has given accounts 22 
full-lengths, 13 westerns, one for- 
eign-made and one carryover from 
the prior year ('37-38). It is thus 
over its minimum promises and not 
far from reaching the maximum fig- 
ure under the contracts, a very 
healthy average. 


PARAMOUNT 


Maintaining a fine releasing pace, 
this producer has delivered 47 fea- 
tures out of a promised 53, and five 
westerns against a total of six of- 
fered its accounts this year. This 
places it only six under the 53 fea- 
tures promised, and only one wes- 
tern behind, but against that the 
company has delivered two extras 
in the form of English-mades, 
‘Beachcomber’ and ‘Stolen Life,’ 
with ‘Jamaica Inn,’ also British,. al- 
ready in New York, awaiting re- 
lease. 

RKO-RADIO 


Record of this company is not as 
good as most of the others. Its pro- 
gram being 48 features, six westerns 
and one extra, it has delivered only 
37 features, being 11 under, but has 
completed its commitment on the 
westerns and, in lieu of the extra 
picture, has delivered one foreign- 
made. RKO also has delivered a 
carryover from ’37-38. 


REPUBLIC 


Another distrib with a maximum 
and minimum, a top of 31 features 
and 24 westerns were promised, 
against a low of 28 features and 22 
westerns. Record is good on the 
westerns, company having delivered 
18 out of the minimum of 22 and 
maximum of 24 promised. In the 
feature division, Rep is lagging. It 
has provided only 20 features. To 
fill the minimum sold, it will have to 
deliver eight to meet requirements, 
while if hitting the maximum it 
would have to ship out 11. 


20th-FOX 


This company delivered its full 
quota on the prior 1937-38 year and 
is virtually certain to do the same 
again for 1938-39. Scheduling a 
maximum of 54 and a minimum of 
45 features, already delivered is a 
total of 52. This places is seven over 
the minimum promised. It also sold 
four foreigns and has delivered all 
of them. 

UNITED ARTISTS 


With no releases available from 
this major from May 26 to July 15, 
rearly two months, deliveries are 
away behind. A total of 29 features 
were promised but only 18 have 
been furnished, leaving a deficit at 
the moment of 11. Breakdown is as 
follows: Sam Goldwyn promised 
four and has delivered two; Alex- 
ander Korda promised five and has 
delivered three; Selznick-Interna- 
tional two and has furnished the 
doubleton; Walter Wanger five and 
has provided four to date; Edward 
Small five and his delivered three; 
and Hal Roach a total of eight, of 
which UA has released only four. 


UNIVERSAL 


A perfect slate shows up on this 
company’s promises. It sold a max- 
imum of 40 features and 12 westerns, 
a minimum of 32 full-lengths and six 
outdoor operas. Delivery is 40 fea- 
tures, six westerns, two extras and 
one '37-38 film that was held over 
from that year. 

WARNER BROS. 


The last two seaSons having a fine 
record on deliveries, this company 
again is meeting its promises to ac- 
counts with a steady, uninterrupted 
flow of product. Among other things, 
WB is notable for the fact that it 
seldom changes release dates, once 


——— 


Louis May Give 
Galento 2d Try 
After Pastor Go 


By JACK PULASKI 

What was considered a foregone 
conclusion, but which turned out to 
be a stirring fight was that in which 
Joe Louis, defending heavyweight 
champ, kayoed Tony Galento at the 
Yankee Stadium, N. Y., last Wednes.- 
day night (28). Actually, it was the 
class of the Detroit Bomber that 
won against the rugged contender, 
who was an 8-1 underdog. 

It was a socking match from the 
bell, both the winner and loser 
hitting the deck. One ringsider 
turned his head to tell a cop he 
could do better than Galento, but at 
that precise second, the saloon opera- 
tor of Orange, N. J., dropped Louis. 





That gave the customers their 
money’s worth. Later, over the 
radio, Galento explained that he 


didn’t win because ‘smoke got in my 
eyes.” 

The event was anything but a 
financial fizzle, for it drew a gross of 
$333,302. After Federal, State taxes 
and other nicks were deducted, the 
net was $289,232. Out of that the 
champ got $114.332, while Galento 
collected about $43,000. 


There’s talk of rematching the 
men, but first Louis has another 
date in Detroit, to fight Bob Pastor, 
whom he outpointed in an exhibi- 
tion of back-pedalling by Pastor 
throughout the match. 


Twenty-three stitches had to be 
taken on Galento’s mug after the 
battle. Ordinarily, he resembles 
Gargantua, the Ringling gorilla, but 
after the fight was stopped in the 
fourth round, Gargy wouldn’t have 
recognized the guy. 

Right off the reel the tubby one 
clicked a left hook to Louis’ jaw 
and the butcher’s knees sagged. 
Throughout the first round he had 
the edge and again in the third, 
when he spilled Louis. In the sec- 
ond, when he went down, Galento 
refused a count; Louis too, ignored 
one. When Louis dropped, the fans 
were in an uproar and the experts in 
a panic. However, when the fateful 
fourth came around, Galento was 
ready for the scrapheap and Arthur 
Donovan, the referee, acted rightly 
in stopping the fight. 

Galento has been technically kay- 
oed twice before, but he never has 
been counted out. Tough and un- 
couth, he undoubtedly showed more 
courage than most men who faced 
Louis since he won the title. 
Galento was dead serious upon en- 
tering the ring, but when the men 
were called to the center for final 
instructions, there was a bit of by- 

lay. Donavan wiped grease off 
oth men, then Galento took the 
towel and wiped Louis’ dome again. 
That riled Blackburn, Joe chief sec- 
ond, who rumpled Galento’s spare 
locks. 
Next fight of interest will have 
Melio Bettina and Billy Conn top- 
ping at Madison Square Garden 
July 13. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Leon Shamroy, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, June 26. 
Father is cameraman at 20th-Fox. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Lipscomb, son, 


in Los Angeles, June 27. Father is 
film writer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Harlan, 


daughter, in Hollywood, June 20. 
Father is cameraman at Paramount, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Fertel, son, in 
Philadelphia, June 26. Father is an 
exhibitor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Ross, son, 
in Pittsburgh, June 29. Father’s with 
Baron Elliott’s orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Berger, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, June 30. Father 
is ussistant film editor at Paramount. 
Mr. and Mrs, Ralph Callendine, 
daughter, in Stockport, O., June 27. 
Father operates the VonDell theatre, 
Stockport. 

Mr. and Mrs, Nelson Creswell, son, 
in Cedarville, O., June 20. Father 
owns the Cozy theatre, Cedarville. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Tucker, 
daughter, in Amarillo, Texas. He's 
Interstate city manager in Amarillo. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Pollock, son, 
July 2 in New York. Father is Uni- 
versal Pictures publicist; mother is 
the former Cleta McDonald, dancer. 





virtually certain to get at least one 
picture each and every week of the 
year. WB went out to sell 52 and 
already has delivered 45, leaving 
seven to go for July and August. 
Chances are complete commitment 
will be filled early in August. This 
year it has no foreign-mades, no 
westerns, no extras and no carry- 
overs from the previous 1937-38 sea- 
son, 





they are set, and the account may be 
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Zz air’s Midway Beefs 


(Continued from page 1) 


way and its attractions instead of the 
on disappointment are the 
undry villages. Visitors feel that 
acide from a minor vaude show, all 
they've paid for when they get in 
is the privilege of paying for some- 
thing else. They don t see why they 
should pay for the right to purchase 
foreign s, at inflated prices, at 
the stores in the villages, or to have 
their picture taken in a funny bath- 
i it. 

_ ~* For the Free Shows— ; 

And as for the free shows inside, 
they complain that on busy nights 
there are not even enough seats, un- 
less one sits at a table in the large 
space allotted to food and drink con- 
cessionaires. The free vaude is 
scored as corny. 

Next source of disappointment are 
the girl shows. 
know exactly what they expect when 
they go in, but this isn’t it. And it 
particularly hasn’t been it, during 
the past week, when a new edict 
forced the femmes to don brassieres. 

Although the rides are doing only 
moderate business, they’re naturally 
the cause of fewer beefs. Being 
able to see the pig outside of the 
poke, they know what they’re getting 
and have no reason to board what 
they won't like. Parachute jump is 
unanimously voted the best ride, al- 
though there’s a feeling that the 40c 
tap for so short a trip is pretty 
heavy, and a lot of people have 
avoided it because of that. 

And despite what Grover Whalen 
alleges, the folks are still howling 
that there’s no place to get a whole- 
some dinner at a reasonable price 
(their idea of a reasonable price is 
a top of $1, and they don’t expect 
too many trimmings) except the 
YMCA in the industrial zone, and 
that is frequently too crowded. 


Concessionaires’ Angle 


Concessionaires themselves blame 
the high scales of from 25-65c., with 
few 10-15c. sideshows. Others con- 
tend, ‘It simply is not a spending 
crowd that we have been getting 
down at the midway.’ Still others 
aver that the potential patrons are 
surfeited with free shows and being 
‘soaked’ at the class foreign restaur- 
ants before they even discover the 
midway’s location. 

Impression seems to be that many 
of midway shows are sucker attrac- 
tions or boob-bait because of the ex- 
travagant bally given many exhibits. 
Loudspeaker blasts became so bad at 
several spots that concessionaires 
agreed to split the ‘time on the air’ 
with rival shows. By this agree- 
ment, loudspeakers from only one 
show dominate the air at a time, 
with the spielers calmly turning over 
the bally to rival shows when 
through with the spotted bally. 

Fair management is continuing its 
drive to prove that prices at various 
restaurants are not excessive. It’s an 
uphill battle, because of widespread 
Publicity given tall prices the first 
weeks of the exposition. Prices at 
most spots now compare favorably 
with New York cafes, but that ad- 
vance publicity has been tough to 
down, 

First visitors to the exposition 
charge that the Fair is too big and 
too costly to see if the job of in- 
Spection is done right. 

Need for a big dancing spot or 
open air pavilion for dancers, where 


_ Mild spenders can enjoy themselves 


without having to put out for ex- 
pensive drinks, is about to be met by 
Dufour & Rogers at their Cafe Ron- 
Gevoo. Space nearly as large as the 
Open-air garden will be fitted up 
with a dance floor and with pop 
@rchestra, 

Bad business threatens to k.o. sev- 
eral midway shows, most of which 
were holding on only to see if July 4 
Wwouldn’t see better times. Check on 
business enjoyed yesterday (Tues.) 
and over the weekend probably will 
determine the fate of a number of 
operations. It perked considerably 
for the holiday period. 


Nudity Beef Hurts 


Big scramble over nudity and the 
covering of femmes at the instigation 
of police and‘ the Fair committee 
rocked the New York World’s Fair 
midway last week. Eventual outcome 
of the campaign against nudity will 

the naming of a single exposition 
censor or a small, compact committee 
Which would have final say on what 
stays or what goes in the way of un- 
draped femininity. 

Present push against nudity is gen- 
erally credited to the 


The boys don’t | 


Catholic | 








sters allowed in at the Fair and the 
Expo on public park land, it’s one 
thing to have undraped shows in 
Broadway night spots and girl shows 
but something else when done at a 
world exposition. Understcod that 
the Fair management and city police 
were given a choice of cleaning up 
or facing a Legion of Decency drive. 





church, especially the New York di- | 
ocese. Its attitude is that with young- 


Concessionaires admittedly are not 
satisfied with the present setup, and 


are making dire 
what will occur 
known that 


predictions about 
once 


stricter than elsewhere in New York 


City. 


New strict ban on nudity unques- 
tionably has cast a pall over ‘the 
midway as concessionaires sought a 
showdown with the Fair. Some con- 
tend that the haphazard initial regu- 
lation of the midway is to blame. 

Shows hit included Congress of 


Beauty revue, Sun Worshippers 
(walk-through), Dali’s ‘Dream of 
Venus,’ Magazine Cover models, 


Frozen Alive, Crystal Palace, Cuban 
Village, one. or more shows in Old 
New York and Crystal Lassies. One 


concessionaire 


complained, 


‘The 


management makes us feel like we 


are selling dirty postal cards, when | 


we attempt to do something unusual 


and artistic.’ 








Bills Next Week 
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Keuny Kay 
little Ray 
Biil Davidson 


Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 


Renderxvous 


Bob Matheson Ore 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 

La Nore Sis 

Marge O'Brien 
Helen, Shower 
Evelyn Parr 

Jerry Lynn 

Billy Lamont 


Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 


Scaler’s 
George Wald Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viole 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costelle 


106 Club 
Babe Laway Ore 
Teddy Capp 

Schwarts 
Tony Salerno Ore 
Earl Galle Ore 
George Wald Ore 
Ray Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 

Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 

State Gardens 
Ear! Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 


Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell . 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 

Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoft 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 

Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 

Tie Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 
Billy Gray 
Jerry Bergen 
Emma Galder 
Betty Jerome 
Natalie & Howard 
Betty Robin 
Edith Griffith 


Tewn and Country 
Cleb 


Tinney Liveng’d Orc 
Larry Powell 
Irene Burke 
Helen Savage 
Joan Rogers 
Mignon 
Rags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
Tey's 

Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Valiie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Regan & Mann 

Wieconsin Reof 
Fran Meekin Orc 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Nie Harper Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 


Zanker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babettes 

Eric Correa Ore 
Vernon & Vanoff 
Dorothy Wood 
Flo & Gloria Hart 

Celebrity Club 
Aian Gale 
Ben Tracey 
Frances Leslie 
Sonny & 8S Dahl 
Stewart Sis 
Ruthie Warren 
Eddy Bradd Ore 

CHequot Club 


Alice Fields 





George Scotti 
Edythe Fields 
Mike Keeley - 
C Roberts Ore 
Joe Camoratita 
Bobby Varges 


Paddock Club 
Marie Kibbe 
Billie Harris 
President Hotel 
Lola King Orc 
Ritz Merry Go Rd 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Dale Sherman 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Robbins Family 
Lila, Bill Forsythe 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 


Hy Barron Ore 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Sloe 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Allen & Parker 
Dorothey Wayne 


Alrway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Country Club 
Frank Derrick Ore 
Monette Moore 
Slim Thomas 
Myra Taylor 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Triza 
Rich'd Montgomery 
Mary Pixon 
Howard & Carita 
Helen Wiles 


Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
Leon's line 





College Ina 
Norman Brill Ore 
Rebbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 


Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
Barbara Long 
Fritzie Wick 
Eddie Barnes 
Stanley Jabin 
Texas Rockets 


Golden Glew 
Paul Simonetti Orc 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 


Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Harold Copeland 
Bill Lechman 
Gayle Gaylord 
Harry Meyers 


Hatton’s Club 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 
Marsna Stone 
Ruth Parker 

Hote! Allerton 
Sondra & J Steele 

Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Ore 
Walt Bergen Ore 


It becomes } 
Fair regulations are 


OUTDOORS 
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Hetel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Martinet’s Crow 
Callahan Sis 
Judy Janis 
Romany 3 


Hotel Statler 

C Hoagland Ore 
Jeanne Stewart 
Curtis Andrews 

Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vic Corpora 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 


Ambassador 


Bill Tracey 
Rene 

Danny Beck 
Crandyl Sis 
Mel-Lowe Ore 


(Boek Casine) 
Lowry Clark Ore 
(Meteor Bar) 
Vic Abbs Ore 
Chene-Trombley 
Danny Beck 
Stormy Kennedy R 


Bobby Brier 
Hank Finney Orc 





Eastwood Gardens 


' Russ Morgan Orc 


Jefferson Beach 
Dick Barrie Ore 
Anita Boyer 
Eddie Metcalf 

| Nebiolo’s 
Yevo & Doro 
| Freddie Maher 
Di Giovanni 
Monty Wysong 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Inn 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Herbert Dexter 
Dorothy Berlin 
Ben Young Ure 
Oasis 
Ken Conroy 
Jans & Lynton 


Anchorage 
Hughie Merton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Ledge 
Art Norkus Ore 


Balcenades 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 


Bill Green's 
Jack McLean Ore 
Tommy Cunn’gham 
3 Jacks 
Howdy Snortland 
Stormy Gormely 
Don Gilbert 


Crest 
Lee Zorn Ore 
June Gardner 
Everett Haydn 
Carnevale Puppets 


Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 


Clab Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Marion Mason 
Vera Barnett 
Flo Parker 
Allen & Davis 
Louie Amen 


Cork and Bettle 


Carla Moore 
Nick Parille 


Eddie Peyton’s 
Mike Peyton 
Tommy Dolan Ore 
Lennie Green 
Bertha Muller 
Donna Geisler 


El Conge 
King Bass Orc 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Grant Page 
Nick Brooks 
Ruth Baker 
Hazel Calloway 
Billie McAllister 


Evergreen Gardens 
George Baurer Orc 
Dave Jeffreys 
Marion Mason 
Lois Donn 


Hotel Heory 
Dale Harkness Orc 


Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 


Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 

Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Rilly Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 
\l DilLernia 








Book-Cadillac Hotel | 


| 





Menaco’s Cafe 
Willard Pott'’s Ore 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilson 

Mounds Club 
Dunes Boys 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 

Ohie Villa 
Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
3 Wilds 
Paul & Petite 
Barbara Long 
Pol-Mar line 

Southern Tavern 
Ted King Orc 
Don WNaye 

Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Orc 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


DETROIT 


Frank Brooks 
Mary Jane 


Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Elaine & St Clair 
Ann Bradley 
Don Arden Line 
Don Pablo Orc 
Powatan 
Wesley Whiteh’se 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Sammy Dibert ‘(re 
Redferd Inn 
Don Miller 
Saks 
Dancing Remos 
Johnny Hale 
Shirley Handler 
Dorothy Mayo 
Betty Robin 
Don Juan Rodrico O 
San Diego 
Kelso & Lee 
Judy Shaw 
Geo Presnell 
Merle & Earl Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Ream) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
To-Jo Farms 
Hal Boorn Orc 
Walled Lake Casino 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Amy Arnell 
Westwood Gardens 
Henry Busse Orc 
Vi Mele 


PITTSBURGH 


Italian Gardens 


Etz! Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Larry & Davis 
Nora Lewis 


Kennywood 
George Halil Orc 
Dolly Dawn 
Flying Otaris 


New Penn 
Jimmy Bray Orc 
Thompson Sis 
Betty Gay 
Francis Robb 
Eddie Myers 
Dorethy Drake 
Billy Sloan 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Sybil Roth 
Zang & Todd 
Maurine & Norva 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 


5 Rhythmaniacs 
Boogy-Woogy 
Jack Lewis 
Zip Klein 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanas 
Pines 
Lee Shelley Ore 
Paul Warner 
Aleece Graves 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton 
Adele Curtis 
Sidney & Ames 
Dewey Moon 
Jack Morgan 
Chicquita 
Riviera 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Beverly Bennett 
Show Boat 
H Middleman Ore 
Billy Keaton 
Rose Kenny - 
Betty Benson 
Co-Eds (5) 
Union Grilli 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Orc 
Buzzy Kountz 
George Weber 
Buzz Mayer 
West View 
Larry Funk Orc 
Betty Harris 
3 Deteros 
Willows 
Bili Marshall 
Barbara Rush 
Howard Dulany 


Ore 


Ore 





Johnny Duffy 








Safety Program 
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more than 300 boys and girls were 
present and signed their pledges. 


Saturday night 


found WKRC’s 


| Ballroom 


3 


No Second Year for S. F. Exposition, 
Prexy Announces; Exhibitors Doubt It 





chestral groups from the _ schools, 
along with the Parent-Teachers’ As- 
sociations participated in the WKRC 
Safety Patrol broadcasts. WKRC 
had to order folders and buttons in 


San Francisco, July 4. 
Leland Cutler, prexy of the Golden 
Gate International Exposition, failed 
to scotch rumors that the Fair on 
Treasure Island would be extended 





10,000 lots. By the end of the school 


mark. 

Promotion 
A film trailer on safety has been 
shown in 20 theatres. Business and 
city officials have taken part in the 
weekly programs and newspapers in 
Cincinnati have boosted the WKRC 
Safety Patrol with front page feature 
stories and photographs. 

Results 


results of WKRC’s Safety promotion 
efforts but the work of the Safety 
Patrol has undoubtedly helped to 
lower the number of accidents and 
auto deaths in Cincinnati. Follow- 
ing is a comparison for the years 
1937-1938: 


Accidents Injured Deaths 
8,790 3,227 123 
8,416 2,809 102 
—374 —418 21 





Gale Objects to Todd’s 





Moe Gale, operator of the Savoy 
in Harlem and also the 
Savoy at the N. Y. World’s Fair, is 
reported plenty burned at the Fair 
officials for granting Mike Todd per- 
mission to bring in the ‘Hot Mikado’ 
at the Hall of Music on the fair 
grounds. Generally believed an ar- 
rangement existed between Gale 
and the Fair Corp. whereby he was 
to have sole rights to productions of 
colored shows at the expo. 

Last Saturday (1) Gale served 
summons and complaint on the Fair 
Corp. preparatory to filing a $10,000 
damage suit in N. Y. supreme court 
which he charges ‘was the extra 
amount of money we were com- 
pelled to expend in order to open 
our concession for business on April 
30, 1939.’ Complaint further states 
‘we were told by the Fair officials 
that we had to be open and ready 
for business on that day; that all of 
the concessions would then be open, 





Safety Patrol with an enrollment of 
2,000. The ‘charter members’ had 
gone out and ‘done a job’ of enroll- 
ing 1,700 additional boys and girls 
the very first day. 

From then on, principals and 
teachers in the schools, city officials 
and organizations became deeply in- 
terested. Entire schools and classes 
sent in signatures for student mem- 





vership. Dramatic, singing and or- 


and that all of the Fair’s work in 
the Amusement Area would be com- 
pleted before that scheduled open- 
ing day.’ 

He also states as a result of this 
‘his company and a few other con- 
cessionaires were made the goats 
and put to unnecessary expendi- 
tures.’ Complaints to the Fair 
Corp. led to buck passing among of- 
ficials and Gale expresses hope the 
suit will bring about the appoint- 
ment of someone with sufficient 
authority to handle the conces- 
sionaire problem. 





CLEAN SPIELS 


S.-A. Come-On Nixed— 
Lurid Linge Out 


Barkers’ 





As one of their first acts of au- 
thority, the revamped Amusement 
Control Board of the World’s Fair, 
at a meeting at the ‘boathouse’ in 
the amusement area last Thursday 
(29), promulgated a number of regu- 
lations designed to clean up spiels 
of all barkers on the midway. 


Barred were such expressions as 
‘nude,’ ‘undraped,’ ‘red hot,’ ‘sex,’ or 
to imply in any way that the show 
on the inside was a ‘girl’ show. Code 
was to affect all concessionaries with 
shows on the midway immediately. 

Confab, attended, by. concession- 
aires, was not without its dull mo- 
ments. One of the members of the 
board declared \Paris» Peggy, femme 
barker for Nils T. Grantund’s -Con- 
gress of Beauty,\used, the term ‘bare 
as the palm of your hand’ in de- 
scribing the show to prospective pa- 
trons. Wherepon Granlund em- 
phatically denied the allegation. 


Fair on Crosby’s Track 








San Diego, July 4. 

San Diego County Fair at Bing 
Crosby’s Del Mar plant opened dis- 
appointingly. 

Acts in free show before grand- 
stand include Flying Gaskills, Sensa- 
tione] Daltons (one act, two billings), 
Kathleen and Grey, and Lola Monte 
and Ferdinand. 





year, membership had hit the 80,000 | 


It is difficult to check the definite | 


Colored Show at N. Y. Fair 


another year in an announcement 
| made here last week that the ex- 
| position ‘will end December 2, 1939, 
' as planned.’ 

Money being spent by exhibitors 
| in buying more space, adding new 
|features and improving exhibits 
after the Fair has been open three 
months makes Cutler’s statement of 
doubtful importance in the view of 
most observers. The Petroleum In- 
dustries have just spent $50,000 in 
improving their Vacationland dis- 
play. Others who are contemplating 
spending or who have already spent 
more big money on their exhibits in- 
| clude General Motors and Chrysler. 
| The Federal Commission is supposed 
to have a 1940 Treasure Island bud- 
get ready to spend. 

Expo is taking a long shot in spot- 
ting Benny Goodman in an open air 
| spot near the Lagoon of All Nations. 
If the weather is good, the location 
will be perfect in that it offers Good- 
man an opportunity to play to a 
much larger audience than Edwin 
Franko Goldman could get in the 
Sun Tower location. . The wind, 
however, may raise havoc. Contract 
with Goodman is for two weeks with 
options for an additional 14 days. 


Sally Rand is still dickering on a 
spot in which to do her fandance. 
She is said to have offered to take 
over the ‘Greenwich Village’ site on 
the gay stem, paying 20c. on the dol- 
lar for the location to the present 
operators. “Television City,’ another 
show which has fared badly on the 
Gayway, has folded and a deal is on 
to put a ‘Streets of Cairo’ layout in 
this choice spot. 


Concessionaires Association has 
dispatched a telegram to Doc Strub 
and to each member of the expo 
board of directors asking for a meet- 
ing with them bcfore July 12. The 
Association called off its threatened 
shutdown of the Gayway last week 
because of unsettied disputes with 
the Fair over excessive charges and 
has nominated Walter Sibley and 
Elmer Bozey, concession operators, 
to meet with Strub. 


Ten thousand combination tickets, 
comprising a 50c. admission to the 
grounds and a 50c. general admission 
to the horse show, were placed on 
sale at 75c. prior to the opening of 
the equine exhibit in California Coli- 
seum Friday (30). Members of the 
Royal Mounted Police are putting 











of the show, which will run for 10 
days. 





‘Jitterbug’ Rider Killed 
At Va. Amusement Park 


Norfolk, Va., July 4. 

Dealth of Nicholas Mihalas on 
June 25 of injuries received on the 
Jitterbug ride, new device at Ocean 
View, Va., appears headed for the 
courts. Mihalas is said to have been 
the sole passenger on the amusement 
| car when he attempted to change his 
| seat just as the jitterbug roll took 
| place. He was thrown out, receiving 
head injuries. 

Witnesses at the inquest said at- 
| tendants caution all riders to retain 
their seats. It was brought out that 
no warning signs were being dis- 
played. After the tragedy signs were 
plastered about the place. 








FRITZI BARTONI RECOVERS 
Boston, July 4. 

Fritzi Bartoni, aerialist who fell 
100 feet from a trapeze in Boston 
Garden at opening of Ringling cir- 
| cus here May 1, has been discharged 
| from the hospital. 

She visited Providence yesterday 
(Monday) to catch Ringling per- 
formance and will return to Belgium 
soon to train for reappearance on the 
high trapeze in Paris next autumn. 








FIRE-EATER JAILED 
Detroit, July 4. 
Francis Marshall Duane, carney 
fire-eater and sword swallower, was 
sentenced to a year in jail last week 
for driving a stolen auto across state 
lines. 

Duane was arrested last Novem- 
ber in Tennessee, charged with 
driving the car from Michigan to In- 

, diana. 














on exhibitions at each performance. 
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iy WHAT DO YOU THINK 
) MEN NOTICE FIRST 
ABOUT A GIRL, 
| PRISCILLA ? | 

















WELL, GALE, | 
REALLY THINK 
|| NICE, SMOOTH 
1 SKIN IS MOST 
IMPORTANT 
















F you really want to win romance, take 

the best care of your complexion! 

Don’t risk unattractive Cosmetic Skin: dull- poe 
ness, tiny blemishes, enlarged pores. Smart girls be 

use Lux Toilet Soap. They use cosmetics, too, 





YOU'RE RIGHT, 











but they depend on this gentle soap’s ACTIVE 
lather to remove thoroughly stale rouge and AND USING 
powder, dust and dirt. Lux ToiLeT Soap ‘—! 



















The Hollywood screen stars tell you Lux 
Toilet Soap helps keep skin smooth—soft— 
lovable. That’s why they use this fine soap 
regularly for million-dollar complexions. Why 
don’t you take their tip—make fragrant 
white Lux Toilet Soap your beauty soap, 
too? You'll love the gentle, thorough way 
it cares for your skin! 


HELPS TO KEEP SKIN JJ 
SMOOTH AND SOFT |} | 





9 out of 10 Lovely 
Screen Stars use 
Lux Toilet Soap 
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| ALWAYS USE IT, 
TOO. ITS ACTIVE [Fa 
LATHER CLEANSES J 
THOROUGHLY, HELPS “G@ 
GUARD AGAINST 
CosMETIC SKIN 
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